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how do | make up for the missed prayers? ........cccccoeeeeevenienienenns TVY

Q. YV:. Many people pray in thin garments that show tkie,sand under the
garment, they wear short pants....... What is the ruling on their prayer?
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Q. Y)Y Is it permissible for a woman to pray wearingeef veil and gloves? .....
Yve
Q. Y)YY. What is the ruling on one who prays in garmehg& are impure when he
does not KNow them t0 De SO? .....c.ooviieeeeeicce e Ty
Q. VY&, What is the punishment for allowing one's garmenhang below the

ANKIES ... s e e s TYA
Q. Y\e. If a person prayed and then it became cleartthétad madeladathwhich
necessitate@hus| .2 ......oooiiicc e DA
Q, Y)1. If a person had a nosebleed while he was prayiflg,..........ccccceeee . YA
Q. Y)Y. What is the ruling on praying inMasjidin which there is a grave? YA)
Q. YA, What is the ruling on prayer on the roof of tlghHvoom? .....2........VAY
Q. Y4, What is the ruling on those who walk in their eimn the floor of the
SaCredMas)id? ....cvecieeiieiiie e emmnee e e enee e e WV E
Q. YY.. If it became clear to the worshipper that he did slightly from the
Qiblah, should he repeat the prayer? ..........cccceeoeiinieiiiiieneeeene TAE
Q. YY), If a congregation prayed towards a direction othan theQiblah, what is
the ruling on that Prayer? .........cooceemenieeie e VA
Q. YYY. What is the ruling on pronouncing the intentitmgray)? ................. YAY

Q. YYY. What is the ruling on offering the obligatory pea behind one who is
offering a supererogatory prayer, such as one pgayie'lsha’ prayer with

those who are prayinBarawin? ........cccccovvviiiiiiiiiie s svemnee e T AA

Q- Y&, If a traveller caught the last twRak'ahsof the Prayer with the resident
IMAITER o e e e TAA

Q. YYe. What is the ruling on rushing when walking toyme® ...................... AR

Q. YY1 Is it permissible to hurry in order to catch Rek'ahwith thelmamin the
CoONGregational Prayer? ...... occcocooemeeaeee e seee e eee e seeeseeseenneas TAS

Q. YYY. What is the ruling on reciting the Qur'an in Masjid in a loud voice, ..... ?

TA4

Q. YYA. Some people, when they enter Masjid near to the time of thiamah,
stand and wait for the arrival of thmamand abandon the salutation to the

Q. YY4. It is observed that in the Sacrktasjid, some men form rows behind the
women's rows in the obligatory prayers; is theaymr accepted?...... 73+
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Q. Y¥.. Is it permissible to remove a young boy fromiace in the row? ...¥3)

Q. YY), What is the ruling on prayer between the pillars?..........ccccceeveene )
Q. YYY. What is the ruling on the women's rows? Is theswof them the first of
them and...... 2 e ettt ettt beenbe bt e re e e eneenae s YAy
Q. YYY. What is the ruling on the prayer of one who praytside theMasjid, such
as one who prays in the road adjacent taMhsjid............cccccveeruenee. Yav
Q. YY¢, What is prescribed regarding the straightenintgpefrows? ....... .....Y3Y

Q- Y¥e. Is raising the hands in places other than the {aell known) places
confirmed? And likewise in the funeral prayer ahd'Eid prayers? ...%Y

Q. YY1, If a person praying behind thmamcaught the prayer while timamwas
bowing, should he make tA@kbir twiCe? ..........cceiiiiiiiiiicir et Yt

Q. YYV. What is the ruling on placing the right hand other left hand on the chest,
or over the heart? What is the ruling on placing ltlands below the navel?

Q. YYA. What is the ruling on pronouncing tBesmillah aloud? ..

Q. YE), When thdmamreCites: ......cccccvviiereiieciee et emmeee e e Yaa
Q.Y£Y. What is the ruling on recitinBurat Al-Fatihahin prayer? ................ ras
Q. Y£Y. When should the one being led in prayer reiteat Al-Fatihah,.....?¢+¥
Q. Y¢£, How can we achieve humility in prayer,...? .o b2 €

Q. Y¢o, Has it been reported that the Propkeused to be silent between the
recitation ofSurat Al-Fatihahand the recitation of th8urahafter it? ..£.°
Q. Y&, If a person misses Rak'ahfrom the Fajr prayer, should he complete it

reciting audibly, Or QUIELIY? .....coueiiiiicieee e $a0
Q. YtY. Iread in a book ...that placing the hands on the chest after straimhg
up fromRuku'is an iNNOVAtioN ....2 ..o e £.0

Q. Y¢A, Some people add the wordé/ash-Shukr(and thanks) after saying:
Rabbana Wa Lakal-Hanm(@ur Lord, all praise is due to You)...?......£+VY

Q. Y¢4. What is the correct manner of going down intosfmation? ............... £oV

Q. Yo+, What is the ruling on stretching excessivelynia$ujud?................... £

Q. Yo). Has it been reported regarding the mark on thehfead which is caused by
Sujudthat it is a mark of the righteouSs? ........cceveeiieiiiniieenieees £:4

Q. YeY, Has any authentieladith been reported concerning the movement of the

Q. Ye¥. What is the ruling on the sitting of rédalsatul-Istirahah)?..............£)
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Q. Yot What is the ruling on moving the forefinger dgritheTashahhud.....£)Y
Q. Yee. Should a person restrict himself to reciting otilg Tashahhudn the first

Tashahhudor should he add the sending of prayers? ..e........f¢
Q. Yo, What is the ruling offawarruk” in prayer? Is it general for men and
1T 11T OO U TPV OR LR

Q. YoV, An Imammakes thélaslimby sayingAs-Salamu 'Alaykuronly once; is it
SUFFICIENT. . 2.0 s £).1

Q. YeA, Is it more fitting for thdmamto leave directly after the prayer, or should
he wait a While? .......oooii e e €11

Q. Yed. What is the opinion of Your Eminence regarding@kéhg hands and
saying:Tagabbal Allah(May Allah accept your prayers) immediately after

leaving the prayer, ..... TSRS UURURR: £V
Q. Y1.. What is your opinion regarding the use Mfsbahah when making
TASDIN, .2 e £V
Q. Y1), What are the statements of remembrance thaegigdted after
making th@aslimin the prayer? ........cccccvciveiiieenieeseene e £VA
Q. Y1Y. What is the ruling on raising the hands and sopphg after the prayer?
AR

Q. Y1¥. In some countries, after the obligatory praytray reciteSurat Al-Fatihah
and some statements of remembrance, Ayat Al-Kursiin congregation;
what is the ruling in this practice? ........ccccceeoeiiiiiiiieir e £Y)

Q. Y1¢. If a person feared that if he answered the datlabure, he would miss the
congregational prayer

Q Y11, Does cracking the knuckles in prayer forgetfuﬂyalldate the prayer??“‘

Q. Y1V, What is the ruling on th8utrah?And what is the limit of it? ............£Y ¢

Q. Y1A. What is the ruling on passing directly in froritaoworshipper in prayer in
the Sacred/asjid (in Makkah),...? ....cooiiiieeee e £Yo

Q. Y14, What is the ruling on placing an electric heatefront of the worshippers
during the performance of their prayers?... . eooooiiieiieneeeen £Yo

Q. YV.. Is it permissible for the one praying, when hactees a Verse in his
recitation in which Paradise and the Fire are noaeti, to ask Allah for
Paradise and seek refuge with Him from the Fire2..........ccccoeveninnd £X1

Q. YY). What are the reasons for making the prostratanf®rgetfulnesgSujud

Q. VY. If theImamprays an extr&ak'ahand | counted it when | am a latecomer,
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is my prayer valid? And what is the ruling if | ditbt count it and then
added ERAK'AN?.......cccoviei e (AR
Q. YVY¥. A man performs the night prayer and the nighyeras performed in two
Rak'ahsat a time, but he stood up forgetfully and prayedia Rak'ahwhat
ShoUld NE dO? ..o LR
Q. YV¢. A worshipper in prayer stood up instead of gittfor theTashahhudand
before he started the recitation, he rememberedulghhe sit down in
Tashahhud? ... £y
Q. YYe. What is the ruling ofaVitr, and is it something peculiar to Ramadart? ..
Q. YYI. We request that Your Eminence describe Swnnahregarding the

supplication ofQUNUL ..........cccoiiiiiiiiieeee e BT

Q. YVYV. Is it part of theSunnahto raise the hands when making the supplication of
[ 18] 11 R £y

Q. YYA. What is the ruling oQunutin the obligatory prayers? ... ............... LYY

Q. YV4. What is the ruling oifarawihand how manyRak'ahgs it? ................ £YY

Q. YA+, What is the ruling on making the supplication dompleting the recitation
of the Qur'an during the night prayer in the masitRamadan? ......... £ye

Q. YA, Is Lailatul-Qadr fixed on a certain night in every year, or doesive
from one night to @another? ..o e IR

Q. YAY. What is the ruling on those being led in prayading copies of the Qur'an
during theTarawih prayers in Ramadan, for the purpose of following th
IMAM? .o e e [ARY

Q. YAY. Thelmamsin someMasjidstry to soften the hearts of the people and
produce an effect on them by changing the toneheir tvoice at times
during theTarawiNprayers? ......cocccovveiieeniieisiiesvvmmmem e £YA

Q. YAt, Some of the scholars say that the time ofSheanbefore and after the
regular prayers is from the start of the time &f dibligatory prayer and ends
when the time of the obligatory prayers ends. Sofmem say that ......

what is the most authoritative 0pinioN? ... .ooeiinnnene £YA
Q. YAe. What is the ruling on making up for tt8unnahof Fajr after theFajr
prayer by one who was unable to perform it befbeeprayer? ...........£¥71%

Q. YA1. If a person entered thdasjid before theAthanand offered the salutation
to the Masjid prayer, then thélu'aththin called theAthan,is it prescribed
for him to offer a supererogatory prayer? ......ccccccecceiveesieenieesnennns (AR

Q. YAY. Should the regulgunnahprayers be made up for if the time for them has
L2 o= USSP £f.
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Q. YAA. Has any evidence been reported for a person @ighgs place in order to
perform the prayer after the obligatory prayer?.........c.cccooeveeenunnne ££)

Q. YA4. If the Sunnalof Ad-Duhais missed, can it be made up for or not? ££).

Q. Y4.. Is purification a condition for the acceptanceh# prostration of recitation

(Sajdatut-Tilawah) 2. e S )
Q. YA). When should one perform the prostration of thatokéllah (Sajdatush-
SHUKI)? et $4Y
Q. Y4Y. What is the ruling offstikharahprayer? ..........cccccovvviiinieiiieeniinnnn £y
Q. Y4Y. What isTasbihprayer? .........ccccoooeieniiiiininiierereseieseene e £ £ £
Q. Y4£. What is the ruling on performing twRak'ahson the wedding night before
having sexual intercourse with the wife? ..., £40

Q. Yde. What are the times when it is prohibited to offesyer? And regarding the
prayer of salutation to thdasjid before theMaghrib prayer, is it before the
AhANOT AFtET IE? ..o e £

Q. Y4Y. A number of people live in one place; is it pessitble for them to form a
congregation in that dwelling, or are they obligedyo out to theMas;jid?

Q. Y9A. Is it preferable for an employee to go quicklypt@yer upon hearing the
Athan,or should he wait until he has completed some fasks............ §0.

Q. Y44, If the firstRak'ah,or the second was missed with the congregationyldho
the one making up for his prayer recite anotBerrah with Surat Al-
Fatihanh,....... e ettt e e e eeee e e ee e a bt b i———————— b aa—areeaseesaarrraraeaeeeead £0

Q. ¥++. A worshipper entered while thienam was in the secondashahhud;
should he join the congregation, or wait for anott@gregation? .....: £0)

Q. ¥+). What should be done if tHgamahfor the obligatory prayer is called, and
the worshipper has started to offer the supereocoggrayer? .............. £0)

Q. ¥+Y. A person being led in prayer joined the pray¢erathe openind akbir of
the Imam and his recitation oSurat Al-Fatiha.Then he began to recite
Surat Al-Fatihahput thelmamhad already bowed; should the one being led
in prayer bow with him, or complete his recitatimfSurat Al-Fatihah? Y

Q. Y:Y. If a person being led in prayer caught thbamin Sujud,should he wait
until he stands up, or prostrate with him? .........ccccoovviiiniinininniennd sov

Q. v+¢. ....If a worshipper in the silent prayers finishettiting Surat Al-Fatihah
and anotheBurahbefore thdmammadeRuku',should he be silent? ;oY

Q. Y2, What is the ruling on moving before theam? ...............cccoocvirenee. g0t
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Q.Y+, Is prayer behind a sinner valid........... e {00

Q. ¥:V. Is it permissible for one who is offering an daliory prayer to do so
behind one who is offering a voluntary prayer aod the one who is
offering a voluntary to do so behind one who isenffg an obligatory
PIAYEI? ettt ettt ettt ettt s b et e s n e bbb e e ne e ne e s emmmnr e e £o1

Q. Y+A. A discussion occurred between a group of worshippregarding the case
of a man who entered tiéasjid late and found that the prayer had already
begun. The row was full and there was no placehfor in the row, is it
permissible for him to pull a man from that completw, in order to be able
to offer his prayer? Or should he pray behind the by himself? Or what

ShoUld NE dO? ... £o1
Q. ¥+4- There is aMasjid which has two floors and those who pray on the uppe
floor cannot see what is below them; is their praggid or not?..........£0A

Q. Y- Is it permissible for a Muslim to pray with theager which is transmitted
via the television or the radio, ...? ......ccceeceeriiiiiiiceee £0A
Q. YV). When is prayer in an airplane obligatory? And tisathe manner of

Q. ™) Y. What is the distance which must be travelledridrenthat one may shorten
his prayer? And is it permissible to combine thayprs without shortening
ENEM? e £

Q. Y'Y, A man travels to Riyadh to study and he goesetberFriday evening and
returns on Monday afternoon. Does he take on thegrof a traveller in
prayers and other Matters? .........ccooeoevereerieeie e £y

Q. YV ¢, What is the ruling on combining thasr prayer with the Friday prayer?
And is it permissible for one who is outside higrteown to combine the
PIAYEIS? eiiieie it eieeaiteeastee st mmmmeme e et e beesnbe e st e e sab e e snbe e ne e smnmm e £y

A Letter: Do you consider this cold weather to beabid excuse for combining the

Q. YV, Is it permissible for a Muslim to offer the Fridprayer in his house, if he
is able to hear the voice of the IMmam? ... £14

Q. YYA, How manyRak'ahsshould a woman offer in the Friday prayer? ...£14

Q. YV4- If a person has performed the Friday prayer, Ehbe perform theuhr
012 1YL= PRSP LA

Q. ¥Y-. The time for the Friday prayer came upon us wiviéewere working at sea,
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and half an hour after the time for tAehr prayer, we left it (i.e. the boat).
Is it correct for us to call thathanand perform the Friday prayer? ..£XY

Q. YY). What should the one who is led in prayer do addyrif he comes to the
prayer and thémamis in the final Tashahhudshould he make up four

RaK'aNSOr OffEr tWO? ... Al

Q. YYY. Is the sayindAmeen when the imam supplicates after the sermon during
the Friday prayers, a form of innOVation? ...ee..eeccieenieenieenienieenns £YY

O. YYY. What is the ruling on raising the hands whenlthamis delivering the
sermon during the Friday prayer? ........cccceeeeeeevieneeninsiesenneen &YV

Q. YY¢. What is the ruling on delivering the sermon idaaguage other than
ATADIC? et ettt st emeemmee e e £vy

Q. ¥ve. Is performingGhusland adorning oneself on Friday a duty incumbentupo
both men and WOMEN? ..o IR

Q. YY1 If a person enters thdasjid on Friday while theMu'aththinis calling the
secondAthan, should he offer the prayer of salutation to tesjid or

follow the Mu'aththin(i.e. repeat thé&thanafter him)? .............c......... $Y¢
Q. YYV. What is the opinion of your Eminence regardingsthwho step over the
rows during the Friday Prayer? ..........oeceeeeorereeneeneeneeseenee e eees LYo

Q. YYA. What is the ruling on greeting someone by saydsgSalamu 'Alaikum
(may the Peace of Allah be upon you) while thram is delivering the

sermon? And what is the ruling on answering it also......................4Y®

Q. YY4. What is the ruling on congratulating people om ¢lecasion oEid? And is
there a specific wording for it? ..........cccceoeiiiiiiiin e £Y.1

Q. YY+. What is the ruling on th&id prayer? .......cccccceevieiiieiiiesieesceiniseenens £y

Q. YY), What is the ruling on a number @id prayers being held in the same
TOWN? Lo e e e EYA

Q. Y¥Y. What is the correct manner of performing the #id prayers? ......... £va

Q. ¥¥Y. In some towns, before the prayer '&id day, thelmam makesTakbir
through the loudspeaker and the worshippers riiakbir with him; what is

the ruling on this aCtiON? ........c.i i e £V
Q. YY¢. When does th&akbir for 'Eid begin? And how should it be performed?
EAL

Q. YYe. What is the ruling on the solar eclipse and thmat eclipse prayers? ¢4+

Q. YY1, If someone missed Rak'ahof the eclipse prayer, how should he make it
LU o I {0 ) PSRRI : LN

Q. ¥YV. Should the reversal of thda' (upper wrap) during the supplication of the
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rain prayer be when one stands for the supplicatorshould it be in the
house before leaving? And what is the wisdom behgndrsing it?.. ..£AY

Q. YYA. Some people say: Even if you did not seek hef{fAllah), the rain will
fall. What is your opinion regarding thisS? .....c.....cccoiiiiiiinicniend EAY

Q. ¥Y4. What is your opinion regarding a person who djeecin his will that after
his death, he be buried in such and such a placeld such a bequest be

FUIFITEA? . e £AE

Q. V¢, What is the time OAt-TalgiN? ...c.cocvveiieiee e LT

Q. Y¢). What is your opinion regarding one who delayshhgal of the deceased
so that some of his relatives may arrive from faawplaces? ............ £Ao

Q. ¥¢Y. Is informing the relatives and friends of the dsof a person in order that
they may gather to pray over him included in thedkof announcement of

death which is forbidden, or is it permissible?........ccccooeiiiiinnnne. £
Q. Y¢Y. What is the correct manner reported frAlFMustafa(the Chosen One, i.e.
Muhammadg) of washing the deceased? .........ccoevvceniiennnn EAY

Q. Y¢¢, Sometimes in car accidents, fires or destruafdouildings, people's limbs
are broken or lost. Sometimes there are only spiedles of the hand or the
head; is it prescribed to pray over these limbs@ stmould they be washed?

Q. Y¢e. A woman miscarried during her pregnancy and the @ this miscarried
child was six months. She was doing difficult ainoshgy work, but in spite of
this, she was fasting the month of Ramadan, andeshie that the death of
this miscarried child in her womb before its defivenay have been caused
by this hard work. In spite of this, he was burdedi he was not prayed over.
What is the ruling on leaving the prayer over hif?d what action is
incumbent upon the woman in order to allay thesebt® which are
assailing her regarding the death of the miscaafgd? ...................... £AA

Q. Y£1. What is the correct manner of performing the fahprayer? ............ £A4

Q. Y¢Y. What is the ruling on praying over the deceadetlei was one who
abandoned the prayer, or there is doubt as to whithabandoned it, or his

SItUALION IS UNKNOWN? ..ottt e £4Y
Q. Y¢A. Is there a fixed time for the funeral prayer?............ccocvoeiiienenne £y
Y£4, Is it lawful to pray for a deceased person whalisent in all circumstances,
or are there specific conditions for it? .....ccceeecvciiieiiienciiniennieen A E

Q. Ye+. In some countries, they bury the deceased lymbis back with his hands
on his stomach, what is the correct thing to dorwingrying the dead? 3o
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Q. Yo\). What is the ruling on reciting the Qur'an ovee tiraves, supplicating for
the deceased at the graveside, and a person satpgidor himself at the
[0 L=V =TS (o L= USSR €41

Q. YeY. What is the ruling on visiting the graveyards;iting Surat Al-Fatihah,
and the visiting of graveyards by women? ......cccoccoooeiiiiinienenne £V

Q. YoY, There is a custom in some countries that wheeraop dies, they raise
their voices in recitation of the Qur'an, and ptaysing tape recorders in the
house of the deceased. What is the ruling on tlaistige? .................. £44

Fatawa Relating to Zakah

Q. Yot What are the conditions for the obligationZaikal® ..........................
Q- Yee, How should one take out t@akahon monthly salaries?
Q. 7. Is it obligatory to payakahon the wealth of a child and an insane person?

Q. YoV, What is the ruling on thakahof a debt? ..........cccccoooiiiiiiiieiicee oA
Q. YeA, Should a deceased person's debt be paid if hedtdeft anyZakah?.2+1
Q. Yed. Is it correct for a person who is in debt to gorerity? And what legal

obligations are lifted from the debtor? ......cecvviiivieiiiiiiiniie 8
Q. Y1+, A person did not pag¥akahfor four years; what is incumbent upon him?
oyyY

Q. ¥1Y. Three years ago, | bought a house and withlipraise and thanks are to
Allah, were three fruit bearing date-palms of twiffedent types, and they
produced a high yield. Am | obliged to pZwakahin these circumstances?

Q. ¥1Y. What is theNisabof gold and silver? And what is the equivalentted $a'
of the Prophet in Kilograms? .........ccccooviriiiiinece e e CARY

¥1¢. A man has daughters and he gave them jewelrgf #ile jewelry amounted to
theNisab,but the jewelry of each of them did not amounti®Nisab.Is all
of the jewelry combined arighkahpaid on it? .........ccccooiiiiiiiinireem o)

Q. Y1e. If a man gave hiZakahto one who deserves it, then the one who took it

Q. Y1V, If there were diamonds and the like with the gdldw can thezakahbe
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ASSESSEU? .oeiiiiiriiie et e oy e
Q. YA, What is the ruling on spendirgakahon the building ofMasjids? And

WhHO IS thEFAQII? ...t eye
Q. ¥4, Is Zakahincumbent upon cars which are used as taxis amatpricars?

............................................................................................................. AL
Q. YV+. What is the ruling on th2akahof a rented house? ...........cccecevennn AR

Q. YV, A person bought some land intending to live graitd after three years
passed, he made the intention to use it for tridthere anyakahdue on

the PASE YEAIS? ..ttt e e e oV
Q. YVY. What is the ruling on payingakatul-Fitr during the first ten days of
RAMAAANT ... e ovy
Q. YVY. Is it permissible to increase tEakatul-Fitr payment with the intention of
giving a voluntary Charity? ... ONA
Q. YV¢, Some scholars say that it is not permissiblewe gakatul-Fitrin the form
Of FICE...2 i SO A

Q. Yve, _...If a person had a one third share of a decepsesbn's will, and

Dirhams belonging to orphans, is th@akahdue on them? ............... AR
Q. ¥Vv1. Is thereZakahpayable on private cars? ........ccccoovvieercecesenen. 238
Q. YVV. If a person gave hidakahto one who has a right to it, should he inform
him that it iSZakah?.........ccccocriiii el O
Q. YVA. What is the ruling on transferririgakahfrom the place of its obligation?
oY,

Q. YVi. If someone is in Makkah and his family lives iny&lh, may he pay
Zakatul-Fitrfor them in Makkah? ..........ccoooviiiiicmeee s ox

Q. YA+, Is it better for the debtor to be giv&@akahin order to pay his debts or
should the one giving théakahgo to the creditor and pay it for him?e.)

Q. YA, Is every person who extends his handZakahdeserving of it? ........ AR

Q. YAY. Arich man sent hiZakahto a person and said to him; Distribute it as you
think best. Is this authorized representative aered to be one of those
who are employed to colleZakahand is he thus entitled to be paid from it?

Q- YAY. Should a person who is weak in faith be giZekahin order to strengthen

his faith, even though he is not one of the lead€tss people? ......... oYy
Q. YAt What is the ruling on givingakahto a person seeking knowledge?°. £
Q. YAe, s it permissible to pay on&akahto the Mujahidin? ...........ccc.cec... (AN

Q. YA1. Do the Words of Allah, the Most High regardingsk who are entitled to
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FECEIVEZAKAN .....eieiiiiie et ext

Q. YAY. What is the ruling on payingakahto one's close relatives? ............ axy

Q. YAA. Are SadagatndZakahpayments particular to Ramadan? ............. OYA.

Q. YA4. Is continuing charity that which a person givdsilerhe is alive, or that
which his family gives on his behalf after his deat.................cccc... AR)

Q. ¥4+, Is it permissible for a woman to give charityrfrtner husband's wealth on
her own behalf, or on behalf of one of her deceaskedives? .............2Y+

Q. Y4Y. A poor man takeZakahfrom his wealthy companion on the pretense that
he will distribute it, then he takes it for himselfhat is the ruling on this
=T 1o 0 USSR oY

Fatawa Relating to Fasting

Q. Y4Y. What is the wisdom behind the obligation of fiag# ......................... oye

Q.¥4Y. There are some people who call for the uniting nebon sightings
everywhere with that of Makkah, in order to unitbet Muslim
community.... what is Your Eminence's opinion on this? ............... oy

Q. Yi¢- If a fasting person travels from one Islamic doyno another and it was
announced in the first country that the new cresoérshawwal has been
sighted, should he follow them and break his fasf} ..........c...c..........2¥A

Q. Y4e. What is Your Eminence's opinion regarding a persdose work is
strenuous and it is difficult for him to fast, tspermissible for him to break
RIS FASE? . e a0 ova

Q. Y41, A young girl had her menstrual period and she fassng during the days
of menstruation due to ignorance; what is incumiog@ain her? ..........2¥%

Q. Y4¥, A man abandoned the fast of Ramadan in ordeato a livelihood for
himself and the children under his care; what ésrtiing? ....... 08

Q. Y9A, What are the permissible excuses for breakinga$t® .....................0

Q. Y44, A man slept on the first night of Ramadan beforeas confirmed that the
month had begun, and he did not make the intettidast at

Q. ¢+, If a person breaks his fast due to some excusg,tlzen the excuse is
removed during the day, should he fast for the irehea of the day? ........ oty

Q. £+). A woman suffered from a blood clot, and the docfarohibited her from
L= 151 11T A TSRO oLy

Q. £+Y. When and how are the prayer and fasting of theetier performed.....0.£ ¢
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Q. £+Y. What is the ruling on the fasting of a travelidren it is difficult for him?

Q. £+ ¢. What is the ruling on the fasting of the travellgearing in mind that it is
not difficult for the fasting person in the preselaly, due to the availability
of modern means Of tranNSPOIt? .............ccemreerieerieeieeneeaeenee e e SEA

Q. ¢+o. If atraveller arrives in Makkah and he is fagtishould he break his fast in
order to gain strength to perfortdmrah? .........cccoovveiieiiiiiie e, 044

Q. ¢+, Is it permissible for the breast-feeding womabiteek her fast? ... .e2-

Q. £+V. If a fasting person spends most of the day rgstire to severe hunger and

Q. £+A. Does every day on which the fast is performedR@amadan require an
101 = a1 ] o T T ooy
Q. £+4. Does a firm intention to break the fast, witheating or drinking cause the

fasting person to break his fast? ... Al
Q. £)+. What is the ruling on a fasting person who eaits @ forgetfulness? And

what is the obligation upon one who observes him?........................ goY
Q. £V, What is the ruling on a fasting person using Rohl..............ccccoeeuee. ooy
Q. €Y. What is the ruling on a fasting person usingSteakand perfume? ...... oot
Q. £)Y. What are the things that nullify the fast? ..o 820
Q. £Y¢. What is the ruling on a fasting person using malmaler for breathing

problems, and does it break the fast? ..o o1y
Q. €Yo, Does vomiting break the fast? ..o o1y

Q. €)1, Does bleeding from the gum of the fasting pets@ak his fast? ..... eny

Q. £V, If a menstruating woman becomes clean befaje and she makeShusl
after it has started, what is the ruling on hetXas..........ccccoccveiennn oy

Q. £YA, What is the ruling on a fasting person removingaar tooth, does it break
NS TASE? .t e a0 ot

Q. Y. What is the ruling on a blood test for a fasfregson, and does it break the

Q. Y+, If a fasting person masturbates, does this bineafast? And is he required
LCO = 10 018 (0] | USRS ole

Q. £Y). What is the ruling on a fasting person smelliegpme? .................. ele

Q. £€YY. What is the difference between smelling incensd drops, since the

Q. £YY. What is the ruling on nasal drops, eye drops earddrops for the fasting
PEISON? ettt ettt bttt e e sbb e e be e e nn e s nne s bmmmmnr e e ne AN
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Q. £Y¢, If a person had sleep emission while he wasfass his fast valid? ......21Y

Q.£Ye. What is the ruling on a fasting person coolingd® ..............cc.cc...... o1y

Q. €Y1, If a fasting person rinses his mouth or sniffsevanto his nose, and the
water enters his stomach, does he break his fagthifp? ..................... o1y

Q. £YY. What is the ruling on a fasting person usingyo@gs? ..................... 2aA

Q. £YA, Does a nosebleed break the fast? .......ccccccceveiiieiiiiee i oA

Q. £€Y4. We have seen in some calendars that during Ranthése is a section
CAllEAI-IMSAK. ... 2 e e e e QA

Q. €Y. If the sun set upon a person and Mhgaththincalled theAthanwhile he
was on the ground in the airport and he brokedsg then after the airplane

took off, he saw the sun, should he fast? ......cccccccevvcviineeeiieenennn . 839

Q. £¥). What is the ruling on swallowing sputum or phleggna fasting person?
............................................................................................................. ov.

Q. €Y. Is the fast invalidated by tasting fo0d? .. coiieiiiiiie e oy

Q. £¥Y. If a person speaks forbidden words during théiglatyin Ramadan, does it
invalidate his fast? ... e oV

Q. ¢€¥¢, What is the meaning of 'untruthful testimony' adides it invalidate
L= 5 1 T ISR oV

Q. £Y°- What are the required manners of fasting? ...........cccoecevieriieienne AN

Q. £€Y1. Is there any supplication reported from the Pebvghand the Companions,
may Allah be pleased with them, at the time of kireathe fast? Should the
fasting person repeat what tihéu'aththin says, or continue breaking his

FASE? e rmmmmnne e O T
Q. £€YVY. What is your opinion regarding fasting the siyslaf Shawwal for one
who has fasting to make up for? ......coivvenec s oV

Q. £YA. A sick person fasted in Ramadan, and after faysdrom the start of the
month, he died; should (the rest of the month) beerupon for him? 2ve

Q. £€¥4. If a man still had some days to make up for fritve month of Ramadan
and he did not make them up before the start ofnthé Ramadan, what

ShoUuld NE dO? ..o ova
Q. ¢¢+. What is preferred regarding the fasting of siy=dérom the month of
SRAWWA? .. e ovy

Q. ££), Is it permissible for a person to choose the daysvhich he will fast in

Q. ££Y, What is the ruling on fasting the Day'ABhura™? ...........ccceeviieenen . 8YA
Q. £¢Y. What is the ruling on fasting in the month of Baa? ..................... ova
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Q. ¢¢¢. If a person fasts for a day and breaks fast fdaya and the day on which
he fasts falls on a Friday, is it permissible famho fast that day or not?

............................................................................................................. ova

Q. £¢o, What isSaum Al-WisalAnd is it legislated? ..........cccooeieemnen . OA
Q. £¢¢7. What is the reason for the prohibition of singliaut Friday for fasting?

oA

Q. £¢V. If a person invalidated a voluntary fast duedms act that broke the fast,
IS he guilty Of SIN? ..o e e OAY

Q. £¢A, What is the ruling offitikaf? ..... And what are th8unanof I'tikaf? And
what is the correct manner of performiftkaf as reported from the Prophet

Fatawa Relating to Hajj

Q. ££4. If a person performeHajj, while he does not pray and does not fast, what
is the ruling on hidajj in such a state? And when he repents to Allah, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful, should he make up fdret acts of worship
which he abandoned? ..o oA}

Q. o+, Frequently we observe some Muslims, especiallyngomen, being
careless regarding the performance of the obligaté Hajj and they
postpone it ... And sometimes, we observe some fatheshibiting their
sons from performing the obligation of Hajj ..ceeeeooeiieieiiciinienene od

Q. o). If a person is in debt, is he obliged to perfdfagj? ..........ccccvrienenne ChR

Q. £oY. If someone authorized a person as an agent forpeiajj on behalf of his
mother, then he found out that that person hachtalkeenerous authorizations
(to performHajj) what would be the ruling in that case? .......ccccceveennnn oaY

Q. £oY. An elderly person entered the state of ritualakability (Ihram) in order to
perform'Umrah, but when he reached the House (of Allah), he uvesble
to perform théeUmrah; what should he do? .........cccccoviiiieccecnnee eqy

Q. ¢o¢. If a person performBlajj on behalf of another person and takes payment
for it and something remains from it, should heetéR ........................ eat

Q. teo_If a son performeddmrah on behalf of his father is it permissible for him
to supplicate on his own behalf? ..o o4t

Q. €27, What is the ruling on appointing someone to penfélajj or Umrah on
0NE'S DENAIT? ..o e odo

Q. £oV. Is it permissible to perforfmrahon behalf of the dead? .............. 241
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Q. £°A. If a woman performeHiajj without aMahram, ? ..........ccccceeirinnnnne eay
Q. £24. A woman says: | intend to perfortdmrah in Ramadan, but in the
company of my sister, her husband and my mothét;germissible for me

to go for'Umrahwith them? ... 044
Q. €71+, What is the time fOHAjj? ........ccoooiriee e T
Q. £V, What is the ruling on entering the state lbfam for Hajj before the
beginning of these tIMeS? ... 1)
Q. £1Y, What are the starting poinfdawaqit)for Hajj? .........cccecevvvennnnenn )
Q. £1Y. What is the ruling on passing the starting puaiithoutlhram? ........... 1Y
Q. £1¢- Is the intention to begin the rites (Bifjj or 'Umrah) the one which is
spoken during th&albiyyah?...........cocoeiiiii e 1€
Q. £€1°. What is the correct manner of assumiingam for one approaching
Makkah DY @ir? ......ocooieiie e e Tt
Q. €11, What is the ruling on a person who passes theirgjapoint without
assuminghramwhen he intends to perfortdmrah?............cccccceneen. EXE
Q....... How Should a Person Pray in an Airplane? ...cccceeeocvevevvvevieennnen, a0
Q. £V, If a person travelled from his country to Jeddhbn he desired to perform
'Umrah,may he assumi@iram from Jeddah? .........c.ccoooiiiiiiiiniieaees, eV

Q. £1A. What is the ruling on a person in a statéhodm performingGhuslafter
donning the garments fram? ...l A

Q. £14. What is the ruling on performinigajj on behalf of a deceased person if it
was the grandfather of a man and he had alreadfprperd Hajj for
RIMSEIF? e e e e 1A

Q. £V Is there a special prayer itiram? ...........cccoevveevieeviinsieeniees e seeeemas TeA

Q. £V, If a person performe®mrah during the months dfiajj, then travelled to
Al-Madinah and assumelthram from Abyar 'Ali (i.e. Thul-Hulaifah), will
he be considerefllutamatti? ...........cccooereriiereier e e e 1.4

Q. £VY. If a person assumelthram for 'Umrah in the month ofShawwaland
performed it while not intending to perfordajj, thenHajj became possible
for him, is he considered to Bdutamatti? .........ccccceeeeeveiieeiieeeeeeeeens) KR

Q. £VY. What is theTalbiyyahwhich was authentically reported from the Prophet
4. And when should th&albiyyahbe stopped iftJmrahandHajj? ...... 1.4

Q. £V¢, s it permissible for one in a statelbfamto comb his hair? ............ )
Q.£Ye, A Hajj pilgrim shortened some of his hair due to ignorasmee then left the
state oflhram; what should he do? ..........cccooiiiiiii e ny

Q. €Y1, If a person from a distant land entered Makkatheuit lhram in order to
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deceive those in authority into believing that heswot intending to perform

Hajj, then he assumélram from Makkabh, is hi¢dajj valid? ...................... SAR

Q. £YV. If a Mutamatti'returned to his country, then began a journeliag from
his country, is he consideredVRIfrid? ...........ccoooiiiiiiininii e )¢

Q. £¢YA. What is the ruling on a person in the statthcdm carrying an umbrella or
a belt, bearing in mind that they are stitched?.........cccccccvvevieennn, W

Q. ¢v4, If a person was disabled and was unable to weagarments ofhram,
what should he dO? ..o e 8 ©

Q. ¢A+. What is the ruling on a person who had sexuakr@ourse when he was in
a state ofhramfor Hajj, ....27 .ot 8 )

Q. ¢M. How should a woman in a stabé lhram wear theHijab? And is it a

Q. ¢AY. A woman was performinglajj and her menstrual period began before she
had performed the Farewdllawaf (Tawaful-Wida')what is the ruling on

Q. ¢AY. A woman assumethram with her husband while she was menstruating,
and when she became clean, she perforthedah without aMahram,then
she observed some blood after that; what is thegain this? ............. AR

Q. ¢At. A woman was afflicted by menstruation and she hadyet performed
Tawaful-ifadah,and she lives outside the Kingdom, and the timeecéon
her to leave, and she was unable to delay leaamjt is impossible for her to

Q. ¢Ae. A woman assumedhram for 'Umrah, then she was afflicted by
menstruation and so she left Makkah without perfogrUmrah; what is
INCUMbBENt UPON NEI? .ot Y

Q. £A1, s it permissible for a woman in a statellufamto change the garment in
which she assumdtiram'? And are there any special garmentslfoam?

Q. £AY. Is it permissible for a woman in the statellofam to wear gloves and
SOCKS? ettt e ettt n ettt et st emnem e Ve

Q. £¢AA. A woman passed by the starting point while she manstruating and she
assumedhram from it, and went to Makkah and delay&timrah until she
was clean; what is the ruling on Hgmrah?...........ccccoovviiiiiiiniieenn, ane

Q. ¢A%, A woman assumeithram from theMigat while she was menstruating, then
she became clean in Makkah and removed her clotitest; is the ruling on
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Q. ¢4+, What is the ruling on covering the face witNigabin Hajj,......2 ....1Ye
Q. £9Y, If a person, due to forgetfulness or out of igmme, did something which
is proscribed for those in a statellafam, what is the ruling? .............AX71

Q. £3Y. A Hajj pilgrim committed a mistake during the performainceis Hajj
rites and he had nothing to atone for them, andtrheelled to his
(o0 18] 1 YA SRR YA

Q. £4Y. Is it permissible to perfori@a'ybeforeTawaf?........ccccccevvvivieiiieennnen, YA

Q. £9¢, What is the ruling on repeatiigmrah during Ramadan? And is there any
specific time period between the performance of 'dlmerah and the next?

Q. £92. What is the ruling if the prayer is begun durifewaf?And is theTawaf
repeated (after the prayer), and if it is not répéathen from what point is it

COMPIELEA? .. e smecmeee s v

Q. £41. If a person performingmrah makes theSa'ybefore theTawaf,and then
he make§ awaf,what is it necessary for him to do? ........ccceeceree A7

Q. £4Y. What is meant bidtiba'? And when is it legislated? ....................... IV

Q. £9A, Is it permissible to perform a voluntaBa'y? .......cccveevvveieieiieciee e, )

Q. £44. If a person did not perforfiawaful-Ifadahdue to ignorance, what should
NE O? e e e R

Q. °++. I have observed some people while perfornfiagrafpushing their wives
to kiss the Black Stone; which is better: To kiss Black Stone, or to avoid
the crush of MEN? ... e e vy

Q. °+). A woman performedHajjut-Tamattu'with her husband, and in the sixth
circuit of theTawafof '‘Umrah, her husband said: It is the seventh and he
insisted on his opinion; is there anything incuntlogron her? .................. Ay

Q. °-Y. If the person performingJmrah or Hajj only knows a few words of
supplication, should he recite from the books gbpications during his

Tawaf, Saand other fteS? .......cccoiiiiiiiieees e e Yy
Q. °-Y¥. Is there a special supplication fdajj and'Umrah during Tawaf, Sa'yand
OTNET MIEES? it et s smmem e ave

Q. °-¢. After completing hisUmrah, a man found some filth in hithram

garments; what is the ruling on this? ......ccccoeiiiiiiiiii e am
Q. °-2. Are the prints which are in Magam Ibrahim tho§¢éhe feet of Ibrahime:
(o] 01T PP A
Q.°+1. Is it permissible to touch the cloth coveringtod Ka’bah? ............... YA

Q. °:V. What is the ruling on shaving or shortening th& ln '‘Umrah?And which
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Of them IS DEIEI? ... e v

Q. °+A. A Hajj pilgrim performingHajje-Tamattumade thelawafand theSa'yfor
'Umrah and then donned his ordinary clothes, and he didshorten or
shave his hair. After thelajj, he asked about it and was told that he had
done something wrong; what should he d0? ..ccceceiiiiiiiiiiiceee, ar

Q. ©+4. If someone entered the state Ibfam as aMutamatti' and he did not
shorten his hair or shave it fdaymrah, and then he completed the rites of
Hayjj, what should he dO? ......ccccoiiiiee e 1&.

Q. oV, A person performingfajje-Tamattuwas unable to sacrifice an animal, so
he fasted for three days Hajj and he did not fast the remaining seven
(when he returned home); this was three years sgayhat should he do
NIOW? ettt ettt ettt ettt et mmeemms e b e e eab e e st e e sb b e e nbe e e be e e nee esbmmmmnr e e anee 1e.

Q.2)Y. If a person assumédram for 'Umrahas aMutamatti',then he decided not
to performHajj, is there anything incumbent upon him? ................7 &)

Q. Y. If a person assumdtiram for Hajj as aMutamatti'and then performed
‘Umrah and he did not leave the state Ibfam until he slaughtered the
sacrificial animal due to ignorance, what is incembupon him? And is his
HAj VAIA? e e 18

Q. )£, Some people got lost on the way to Muzdalifah when they approached
it, they stopped and offered tMaghrib and'Isha’ prayers at one o'clock in
the morning. Then they entered Muzdalifah whenAtienwas called for
Fajr and they prayeé&ajr there. Is there anything incumbent upon them? ...

Q.°Ye, Awoman departed from Muzdalifah at the end efriight and deputed her
son to stone thdamaraton her behalf, ..2.. ... 1ey

Q. )1, A Hajj pilgrim stonedJamratul-'AgabaHrom the east side, but the stones
did not drop in the trough and he was in the thirte day; is he required to
repeat all of the StoNINGS? .....ooeeiiiceeeeeecee e b E

Q. eV, If one or two of the seven (pebbles thrown a} leenrahdid not hit it, and
one or two days had passed, should the stoningi@damrahbe repeated?
If it is necessary, should the stoning of those tteame after it also be
(=] 0122 Lo SRR URRTR 16

Q. °YA, It is said that it is not permissible to stone fiamaratwith stones that
have already been thrown; is this COIrrect? ....euuivviiiviiiiennieennn 1io

Q. °)4. Is it permissible for thélajj pilgrim to perform theSa'y of Hajj before
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Tawaful-Ifadan ..o e 147
Q. °Y.. When does the time for the stoningjafmratul-'Aqabahend, and when
does the time for making it up end? .......cccccoiiiiiiiiniie W EY

Q.°Y). Is the permissibility of performin§a'ybeforeTawafparticular for the day
(o] =1 o USSR

Q. oYY, If a person who was obliged to off&a'y performed Tawaf and then
departed without performing Sa'y, after which hesw#ormed that it was
incumbent upon him to offésa'y should he perfornsa'yonly, or must he

repeat thAAWAT?.......oooii e TEA

Q. °YY. What is the opinion of Your Eminence regarding @rho shortens the hair
on part of his head only fdgdmrah? ... e, TEA

Q. °Y{, What is the time for stoning tHamarat?...........cccccoevevieienicieneneen REA)

Q.°Ye. A man was afflicted by illness on the DayAfafah and he did not remain
at Mina, and he did not stone tdamarat nor did he perfornmTawafut

Ifadah; what is incumbent upon him in that case? .e.iociviiien 100
Q. oY1, If a person stayed outside Muzdalifah due to ignoe of the limits (of it),

What IS the TUlING? ..cooevii e s To¥
Q. oYV, If a person performedfiajjul-ifrad and he made th8a'y after Tawaful-

Qudumymust he perfornsa’yafter Tawafutifadah? ............c...ccocceeee 1e¥
Q. °YA. Is it sufficient for theQarin to perform ondrawafand onesa'y?......... 1oy

Q. °Y4. What is the ruling on a person who stayed at Mingl twelve o'clock at
night, then entered Makkah and he did not retutii thee start ofFajr? e¥v

Q. o¥.. If the Hajj pilgrim leaves Mina before sunset on the twelftly,dsith the
intention of hastening and he has work in Mina taoh he will return after

Q.°™. A Ha]j pilgrim from outside the Kingdom had a reservatioheave at four
o'clock in the afternoon on the thirteenth daytaf month of Thul-Hijjah.
He did not leave Mina after the stoning on the filigland the time for
staying overnight overtook him on the night of tharteenth. Is it
permissible for him to stone in the morning andtteeleave,....? ......70¢

Q. °¥Y. If a person did not perform the stoning on thelfth day, thinking that this
was hastening (as referred toSaratAl-BaqarahY: Y+¥) and he departed
without performingrawafutWida', what is the ruling on hidajj? ........ leo

Q. oYY, If a person did not find a place in Mina and hevad there at night and
stayed there until after the middle of the nighert went to the Sacred
Mosque for the remainder of his day, what is tHmg® ..................... 1ot
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Q. °¥¢. A man performedlrawaful-Wida'in the morning, then he slept and he
wanted to travel aftéAsr; is there anything incumbent upon him? ..12aY.

Q. ove. What is the ruling offawaful-Widafor a person performing/mrat? ........710%

Q. °¥1. A man assumethram with the intention of performinglajj at the starting
point (Migat), but when he reached Makkah, he was prevented by the
Inspection Centre because he did not havétdjepermit; what is the ruling

ON ENIS? ot ke e A
Q. oYV, If a person intended to perfordajj, then he was prevented from doing so,
what is incumbent upon hiM? ... KA

Q. °YA. Do the acts of disobedience (i.e. sins) whichlaj pilgrim commits,
diminish the reward of thajj? ........ccccooiiiiiiii el 1Y

Q. ¥4, If a person performeHajj with a false passport, what is the ruling on his
HAJJ? ottt et e e e iy



Fatawa Arkan-ul-1slam vy in troduction

| ntroduction

All praise and thanks are to Allah, we praise Hind ave
seek His Aid and we ask His Forgiveness; and wk ssfege
with Allah from the evil of ourselves and the widkess of our
deeds. Whomsoever Allah guides, there is none sgurde
him and whomsoever He leaves astray, there is mdrecan
guide him. And | testify that none is worthy of wsbip except
Allah and 1 testify that Muhammai$ His servant and His
Messenger, may the peace of Allah and bountifidditeys be
upon him and upon his family and Companions. Aswbat
follows:

Some brothers, may Allah reward them with goodnesge
expressed a desire that some of the questionsdetat the
pillars of Islam which were asked of our Shaikhe thighly
knowledgeable Shaikh, Muhammad bin Salih Al-Uthame
may Allah bless him — be published in the Arabitwglaage and
following that, be translated into many differeahfuages in
order to spread the benefit of them. Indeed, tlvesdicts are
distinguished by their reliance upon the Book ofahAl the
Most High, theSunnah of His MessengekE and the opinions
of the scholars who are knowar their sound reasoning and
deduction So | put the matter to our Shaikh - may Allahskle
him and reward him for his support for Islam and Muslims
with the best of rewards - and he welcomed the ided
encouraged it, since it was a form of mutual coapen in
encouraging the good and forbidding the evil, ahsgpoeading
Islamic knowledge.

After His Eminence expressed his agreement and basve
advice, the process of gathering thésgawa and selecting
them from the whole collection of thEatawa began and
continued until the work was completed.
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| ask Allah, the Almighty, the All-Powerful by Hi&race
and Generosity to make this work beneficial andnake it
purely for His Noble Face, and that He reward Hisirtience,
our Shaikh with the best of rewards, and to blass ih his
knowledge, his deeds and his life-span. Verily, aAllis
Beneficent and Generous. May the peace and blessihg
Allah be upon our Prophet, Muhammadd upon all of his
family and his Companions.

By (the compiler):
Fahd ibn Nasir As-Sulaiman.
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CREED vv

Fatawa on 'Agidah (Creed)

Q. Y. What is the definition of Tawhid and what are its
types?

A. Linguistically, Tawhid is the infinitive of the verbWahhada
(past tense)Yuwahhidu(present tense), i.e. to make something one;
and this cannot be achieved except by negatiorcanfirmation: The
negation of that rule for anything except that \ahis declared to be
one and confirmation of it for that thing.

So we say for example: A person does not achlawehiduntil he
testifies that none is worthy of worship exceptahill and rejects the
right of any other besides Allah, Almighty, All-Peviul to be
worshipped, and confirms it for Allah, Alone. This because mere
negation means complete denial while absolute moafion does not
prevent another being included in that designat®mif you said for
example: So-and-so is standing, you have in thie canfirmed that
he is standing, but you have not declared him tahgeonly one
standing, as if you said: There is no one standxuept Zaid, in that
case, you would have declared Zaid to be the oméystanding, since
you had negated anyone besides him standing. $Hhisei reality of
true Tawhid,that is to say thafawhidis notTawhidunless it includes
negation and confirmation.

The types ofTawhid regarding Allah - the Almighty, the All-
Powerful - are all included in a general definitiomhich is: The
Oneness of Allah, the Most Glorified, the Most Highwhat is unique
to Him. And according to what the scholars havel,sdawhid is of
three types:

‘- Tawhid Ar-Rububiyyal{The Oneness of Allah in matters of
Lordship).

Y- Tawhid Al-Uluhiyyah(The Oneness of Allah in matters related
to worship).

Y- Tawahid Al-Asma, Was-Sif§fhe Oneness of Allah in His
Names and Divine Attributes).

They have come to know this by investigation, reggaand by
examining the (Qur'anic) Verses aAthaditn and they have found
that Tawhid does not fall outside these three types, and ep hlave
classifiedTawhidinto three categories:
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\-Tawhid Ar-Rububiyyah and that is "Affirming the Oneness of
Allah, - the Most Glorified, the Most High - in @&on, dominion and
governance (of the whole universe). And the dedadeplanation of
that is:

Firstly: Regarding the affirmation of the Oneness of Allah,
creation: It is Allah Alone Who is the Creator, aheére is no creator
besides Him; Allah - the Most High — says:

AN NG a5 K337 SE s adnd

"Is there any creator other than Allah who providesfor you

from the sky (rain) and the earth? La ilaha illa Huwa (none
[has the right to be worshipped but He).'{Fatir: *

And He - the Most High — says exposing the falserasthe
pagans' deities:

///// gy rld “%
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"Is then He, Who creates as someone who creates Adbo
you not take heed?"[An-Nahl: V]

So Allah — Alone - is the Creator; He decreedthihgs and
arranged them in due proportion. His Creation idetuall that results
from what He has done as well as what His creatimess such, it is a
part of complete belief iQadar (the Divine Decree) to believe that
Allah - the Most High - is the Creator of the deedHis slaves, as
Allah - the Most High - says:

SR

"And Allah has created (both) you and that which ya
make." [As-Saffat" 41]

This is elaborated by the fact that a person's sleeel one of his
attributes, and the person is created by Allah, #edcreator of a
thing is also the creator of its attributes. Anotekaboration of this is
that the deed of the human being takes place gbaalutely certain
will and complete ability; and both the will andethability are
creations of Allah - the Almighty, the All-Powerfuland the Creator
of the complete cause is the Creator of the effect.

If it is said: How can we reconcile declaring the Oneness oftAlla
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- the Almighty, the All-Powerful - in creation, whecreation may be
confirmed for others besides Allah, as is provedtiy Words of
Allah, the Most High:

Ll
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"So, Blessed is Allah, the Best of creators[Al-Muminumn: 1¢]

And also by the words of the PropH&tregarding those who make
pictures (of living things):

CoAE G | o] (,jl jLﬁ_j»
"It will be said to them: give life to that which you have

created.” [ "]

The answer is:that others do not create as Allah does, for it is
impossible for them to bring something into being nothing, or to
give life to the dead. Their creating is only by diiging, and
changing the form of something that is the creatiénAllah, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful. The artist for examplhen he makes an
image, he does not create anything; he only chasge®thing into
something else, such as when he changes clayhatshiape of a bird
or the shape of a camel, and such as when he dramsfa blank
canvas into a colored picture using paints. Thenpigts are created
by Allah, and the blank paper is also a creationAtiah, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful.

This is the difference between affirming creatibattis attributed
to Allah, and affirming creation that is attributéal created beings.
Accordingly, Allah - the Most Glorified, the Mostigth - is Alone in
His creating which is unique to Him.

Secondly: Affirming the Oneness of Allah in matters of donaini
Allah, Alone is the Owner (of all things), as Hehe Most High -
says:

pr Ao 2920 L e
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"Blessed is He in Whose Hand is the dominion; and &l is

(V) Reported by Imam Al-Bukhari in the Book of Saleshe Chapter of trading in what is detested
for men and women to wedr\( ©) and by Imam Muslim in the Book of Clothing, iret@hapter
of Prohibition of Making Pictures of Animal$(* 1), (37).
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Able to do all things."[Al-Mulk: ]
And He, the Most High says:
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"Say: In Whose Hand is the sovereignty of everythig? And

He protects (all), while against Whom there is no qotector

(i.e. if Allah saves anyone, none can harm him: anid Allah

punishes or harms anyone, none can save him)Ai-Mu'minun:

AA]

And the Owner of the unlimited, universal and coemgnsive
dominion is Allah alone. Ascribing dominion to othitdan Him is a
confined (and secondary) ascription, and Allah e &mighty, the
All-Powerful - has affirmed ownership for other thielim, as in His
saying:

§azal te i
"... or (from) the houses the keys of which are in yor
possession.{An-Nur: 1)

and in His Words:

=z
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"Except from their wives or (the slaves) that their right
hands possessjAl-Muminun: 1]

And there are other evidences which prove thatrstiesides
Allah may have ownership or dominion. But this ovaep is not like
that of Allah - the Almighty, the All-Powerful - fathat is a limited
and restricted ownership, a limited ownership which not
comprehensive, for the house that Zaid owns isomated by 'Amr
and the house that 'Amr owns is not owned by Zaichddition, this
ownership is restricted, since a person may nqtodis of what he
owns except in the manner permitted to him by Aledd this is why

the Prophet forbade wasting money and Allah - the Most Blessed,
the Most High - says:

Arr 2
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"And give not unto the mentally immature your property
which Allah has made a means of sustenance for yOan-
Nisa:®]

And this proves that the ownership of mankind i®stricted and
limited type of ownership, as opposed to the Owmipref Allah - the
Most Glorified, the Most High - which is universalpmprehensive
and unrestricted. Allah - the Most Glorified, theo8f High - does
whatever He wills, and He cannot be questionedvftat He does, but
they (mankind) will be questioned (about their dged

Thirdly: The governance (of the affairs of the universe)atil-
the Almighty, the All-Powerful - is Alone in dispiog the affairs of
creation, for it is He who arranges the affairsha& created beings and
the heavens and the earth, as Allah - the Mostif&ds the Most
High - says:

# Gl 2540 B0 N ST Ty
"Surely, His is the creation and commandment. Blessl is
Allah, the Lord of all the worlds" [al-Araf: ¢¢]

This governance is comprehensive and none besidlab Aan
intervene in it, nor can anyone prevent it. Asttoe authority which
some of created beings possess, such as the cuaritich mankind
exercises over his wealth, his children, his sas/and the like, then
it is strained, limited and restricted.

So, it is apparent from this the truth and correstn of our
statement thatTawhid Ar-Rububiyyahis the affirmation of the
Oneness of Allah in creation, dominion and govecearfof the
universe).

Y. Tawhid Al-Uluhiyyah, which is to affirm the Oneness of Allah -
the Most Glorified, the Most High - in matters obmship, meaning
that a person should not worship anyone besideshAhor seek to
draw himself nearer to anyone besides Him in a manvhich is
befitting for Allah alone.

It was in this type ofawhidthat the polytheists went astray; those
whom the Prophett fought, whose blood he shed, and appropriated

their wealth and property, and enslaved their woraed children.
This (i.e.Tawhid Al-Uluhiyyah)s what (all of) the Messengers were
sent with and what was revealed in (all of) theif#ares, along with
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the other two typesTawhid Ar-Rububiyyarand Tawhid Al-Asma’
was-Sifat. But in most cases, the Messengers were involved in
reforming their people in this type diawhid: Tawhid Al-Uluhiyyah
so that they may not direct any kind of worshipotber than Allah;
neither to an angel close (to Allah) nor to a Magse sent (by Allah)

nor to a righteousValil ) nor to any other created being, for none has
the right to be worshipped except Allah. And whaevelates this

Tawhid, he is aMushrik " and aKaafirm, even if he affirmsrawhid
Ar-RububiyyatandTawhid Al-Asma’ was-Sifat.

So, if a person believes that Allah - the Most @Giled, the Most
High - is the Creator, the Sole Owner, and the @ssp of all affairs,
and that He - the Most Glorified, the Most Highselely deserves His
Names and Attributes, however he worships somelseenath Allah,
his affirmation ofTawhid Ar-Rububiyyaland Tawhid Al-Asma’ was-
Sifatwould not benefit him. Let us suppose that a maallyoaffirms
belief in Tawhid Ar-Rububiyyaland Tawhid Al-Asma' was-Sifabut
he went to a grave and worshipped its inhabitanhade an oath to
present him with some offering in order to drawseloto him, then he
would be aMushrikand a disbeliever and he would dwell in the Hell-
fire forever; Allah says:
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"Verily, whosoever associates others with Allah (in
worship), Allah has forbidden Paradise to him, andhe Fire
will be his abode. And for the Zalimun (polytheistsand
wrongdoers) there are no helpers fAl-Maidah: v¥]

It is known to everyone who reads the Book of Alidiat the
polytheists against whom the PropHg&t fought, whose blood and

property he made lawful (to be shed and appromgtjatend whose
women and children he took as captives, they usadfitm that Allah
alone is the Lord and Creator, and they did nototidlat. However,
since they used to worship others besides Him, bezmame thereby
polytheists whose blood and property was made lawfu

() Wali: A saintly person beloved to Allah and close to Hifranslator].
(Y) Mushrik: Polythiest, pagan[Translator].
(V) Kaafir: A disbeliever, an infidel.[Translator].
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Y. Tawhid Al-Asma' was-Sifatwhich is to affirm the Oneness of
Allah - the Most Glorified, the Most High - in tidames by which He
has called Himself, and the Attributes with whicle Has described

Himself in His Book, or upon the tongue of His Messgeriz. This

means affirming what Allah has affirmed for HimseNithout
distorting its meaning, or denying it, and withdting to explain its
form, and without comparison. Therefore, it is etisé to believe in
the Names Allah has used for Himself and in theridutes with
which He has described Himself in the real sensaj aot
metaphorically, but without trying to explain thepecific nature, and
without resorting to comparison.

It was this type ofTawhid in which groups among thigmmah
who claim adherence to Islam went astray in nunmeveays:

. . . . \) .
There are those who are excessive in negatlonTaan in a
manner that removes them from the pale of Islam.oAgnthese
people are those who are moderate, and among theithh@se who

are (somewhat) close #hlus-Sunnah But the way of thsalaf") in
this type ofTawhidis to attribute Allah with the Names by which He
has called Himself and to describe Him as He hasrdeed Himself
in the real sense, without distorting the meanorgnegating it, and
without trying to explain how, and without comparis

An example of this is that Allah - the Most Gloedi, the Most
High - has described Himself aé;JT [Al-Hayy] (the Ever-Living),

rf;m [Al-Qayyunj (the One Who is Self-Sustaining and Sustains all

others). So we must believe thadi [Al-Hayy] is one of the Names of

Allah, and we must believe in the attribute implibérein, which is
the Attribute of perfect Life which was not precdd®/ nonexistence,
nor followed by perishing.

Allah has described Himself e@,ﬁ\ [As-Sami'](the All-Hearing),

SO we must believe th%tiﬂ [As-Sami'lis one of the Names of Allah
- the Most Glorified, the Most High - and that Hegris one of His

(V) Tanzih To exalt Allah from any likeness with His creatsifTranslator].
(Y) Salaf: the (pious) predecessors i.eShkRabahtheTabi'een and those who followed their path in
the first generations of IslarfT.ranslator].
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Attributes, and that He does Hear. This is somethmiacessitated by
the Name and the Attribute, because “a hearer” amithhearing, or

hearing without perceiving that which is audible s®mething

impossible. Similarly, all other Names and Attrigsit should be
understood in the same manner.

Another example: Allah, the Most High says:

"The Jews say: 'Allah’'s Hand is tied up (i.e. He des not give
and spend of His bounty)." Be their hands tied up rad be
they accursed for what they uttered! Nay, both HisHands
are widely outstretched. He spends (of His bountyas He
wills." [Al-Maidah: 1¢]

Here Allah says:
B2 LE
"Nay, both His Hands are widely outstretched.”

As such, He has confirmed for Himself that He ves iHands that
are outstretched i.e. bountiful in giving. Therefowe must believe
that Allah, the Most High has two Hands that areéswatched in
Giving and Bestowing. However, we must not try twision them in
our hearts, nor attempt to explain in words howséhblands are, nor
compare them with the hands of created beingsillah - the Most
Glorified, the Most High - says:

 oalign i 52 S0
"There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer,

the All-Seer." [Ash-Shura: V1]
He, the Most High says:
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"Say (O Muhammad #£): The things that my Lord has
indeed forbidden are indecent acts whether committe
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openly or secretly, sins (of all kinds), unrighteos
oppression, and that you associate with Allah thaior which
he has sent down no authority, and that you say ceoarning
Allah that which you know not." [Al-Araf: ¥¥]

He, the Almighty, the All-Powerful says:

]
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"And pursue not that of which you have no knowledgeVerily,
the hearing, the sight, and the heart, regarding edn of these
will you be questioned (by Allah).'fAkIsra: ¥4

So, whoever compares these two Hands with the haihdeated
beings, he has indeed belied the Words of AllaéMiost High:

{1 h A8 S
"There is nothing like unto Him." [Ash-Shura: 11]
And such person has disobeyed the Words of All@aMost High:

PR T o o
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"So put not forward similitudes for Allah.” [An-Nahl: v¢]

And whoever tries to describe Allah's two Hands) aays that
they are characterized in a certain manner, whaiewaight be, then
he has said something about Allah which he knows aral pursued
that of which he has no knowledge.

We present another example regarding the Attribateg\llah:
Allah's Istiwa (Ascension) over His Throne, for Allah, the MosgHlIi
has confirmed for Himself that He has ascended @werThrone in
seven verses in His Book, in all of them using\Werd:

& ity
"Istawa"
And the Words:
£ By

"over the Throne."
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If we refer to the Arabic language, we find thatenlilstawa" is
mentioned with'Ala (over) it implies only ascension and elevation.
So, the meaning of His saying:

€ Rl e 5Ty

"The Most Gracious (Allah) Istawa (ascended) the (Mighty)
Throne (in a manner that suits His Majesty)."[Ta-Ha: ¢]

and other similar Verses, is that He ascended KigeiThrone in a
particular manner other than the general (and aleimghness over
all of His creation. And this elevation is confirchéor Allah - the
Most High - in the real sense. Hence, He is Above Fhrone in a
manner that befits Him; it does not resemble tieeation of a person
on his bed or upon his mount, or his boarding p,slhich Allah has
mentioned in His Words:

o
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"and He has made for you ships and cattle on whiclyou
ride, in order that you may elevate on their backsand then
when you are firmly seated thereon, you may rememlipehe
Favor of your Lord, and say: Glorified is He Who has
subdued this for us, and we would not have been abto do
so ourselves. And verily, to Our Lord we indeed areto
return!" [Az-zukhruf: YY-1¢]

So, thelstiwa (ascension) of created beings cannot resemble the
Istiwa (ascension) of Allah over His Throne, becauseetl®mnothing
like unto Allah.

And those who said that the meaning €yl Je & 7il ¥ is

Istawld’) over the Throne, they are in great error, becahiseis a
distortion of the Words from their true meaningdah contradicts
what was agreed upon by tahabah- may Allah be pleased with
them - and thél'abi'eenwho faithfully followed them. Additionally

(V) Istawla To conquer, to take control of something. [Tratasls note]
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such claim necessitates other erroneous assumpivbich a believer
can never utter regarding Allah. The Noble Qur'as wevealed in the
Arabic language without doubt, as Allah, the Mo&tritied, the Most

High says:

iR Esg

"Verily, We have made it a Qur'an in Arabic that you may
be able to understand (its meanings)."Az-zukharuf: ¥]

And the wording: I'stawaover such and such” implies the meaning
of ascension and (stable) establishment (over donggtin the Arabic
language; indeed, it is the exact meaning of thedw®o, the meaning
of “Istawaover the Throne” is that He ascended over it Bpecial
manner befitting His Majesty and Greatness. Sdlstawa” was
explained as meaningstawla”, it would distort the intended meaning
of the words, as it will negate the meaning of ast@ which is the
literal meaning of Quran's wording, and insteadvill confirm an
erroneous meaning.

Also, the Salaf and those who followed them faithfully are all
agreed upon this meaning, since not a single |&thsrbeen related
from them which contradicts this meaning. When dage word is
mentioned in the Qur'an and th8unnah and no explanation
contradicting its apparent meaning has been repdroen the Salaf
then the (manifest) theorization is that they ikf(as is) upon its
apparent meaning and they believed in that (ljferedaning.

If a person asks: Has any clear wording been re@ditom the
Salaf which shows that they explainedistawa” as meaning
ascended? We say: Yes, it has been reported frei@atlaf but even
supposing that no explicit statement had been tegdrom them, the
rule is that the wording in the Noble Qur'an angl BropheticSunnah
remains upon its original meanings as determinedthgy Arabic
language. As such, the Salaf would have (certainlyjerstood it
according to its literal meaning.

As for the erroneous assumptions necessitated figiaing Istawa
to meanistawla (took possession ofey are:

V. That the Throne was not in Allah's possessionreehe creation
of the heavens and the earth, because Allah, tret Nigh says:

EEASA e ;’3\‘:“‘»;'(5 \_Jl



£A Fatawa Arkan-ul-Islam

"Indeed, your Lord is Allah, Who created the heaverss and
the earth in Six Days,_and _thenHe Istawa (rose over) the
Throne." [Al-Araf: ©¢]

According to this view, Allah would not be in poss®n of the
Throne before the creation of the heavens anddtb,enor when the
heavens and the earth were being created.

Y-That it would be correct for us to say: “Allah
ascended over the earth” or that He ascended awghiag else
among His creatures (rather than the Throne). Ausl is, without
doubt, a false meaning which does not befit Alide, Almighty, the
All-Powerful.

Y- It is a distortion of the meaning of the words.

¢~ |t contradicts the consensus of the righte&mslaf may
Allah be pleased with them.

In short, this type offawhid, Tawhid Al-Asma’ was-Sifatieans
that it is an obligation for us to affirm for Allathe Names and

Attributes He affirms for Himself, or which His Msmngeris

mentions for Him, in their real meaning, withoutstdirtion, or
negation, and without explaining their specificurator likeness.

Q. Y. What was theShirk of the polytheists to whom the
Propheti& was sent?

A. Regarding theShirk of the polytheists to whom the Propkt

was sent, it was noBhirk in Rububiyyah(Lordship), because the
Noble Qur'an proves that they only would com8iiirk in matters of
worship. As for Lordship, they used to believe thah Alone is the
Lord, that He answers the supplications of theresied, and that it is
He who removes affliction, and other such thingateel to Allah's
Lordship which Allah has mentioned that they usedadnfirm.

However, they wer#&ushrikeen(polytheists) in matters of worship
i.e. they used to worship other deities togetheh willah. And this
form of Shirk removes one from the pale of Islam, becalaehid
means - as understood from the word itself - torafthe oneness of
something, and Allah - the Most Blessed, the MogihH has rights
which must be accorded to Him Alone. These righés/ e divided
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into three categories:
\- Rights of dominion.
Y- Rights of worship.
Y- Rights of Names and Attributes.

For this reason, the scholars have divided Tawhid ithree
categoriesTawhid Ar-'RububiyyahTawhid Al-Asma’' was-Sifaand
Tawhid Al- 'Ibadah (Tawhid Al- Uluhiyyah)

The Shirk of the polytheists was in the categoryofship, as they
used to worship others besides Allah. Allah - thesMBlessed, the
Most High - has said:

ASEME S i
"Worship Allah and associate none with Him (i.e. in
worship)." (An-Nisa:*?)
And Allah, the Most High says:
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"Verily, whosoever associates others with Allah (in
worship), Allah has forbidden Paradise to him, andhe Fire
will be his abode. And for the Zalimun (polytheistsand
wrongdoers) there are no helpers.fAl-Maidah: v¥]

He, the Most High says:

A D ASEA0 S A L EA SN Al
"Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up

with Him (in worship), but He forgives lesser offeses to
whomever He wills." [An-Nisa: 4]

He, the Most High says:

[
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"And your Lord said: Invoke Me, | will respond to y our
(invocation). Verily those who are too arrogant toserve Me
will surely find themselves in Hell in humiliation!" [Ghafir: 1]

Allah, the Most High says iBurat Al-lIkhlas
(O FHIASRAC N FO) SR E € RN [ T Y
%gg@jﬁ;ﬂﬁiﬁ&;j&;:‘»\qj@( \‘/‘ﬁi 6
"Say (O Muhammad i to these polytheists): O disbelievers!

| worship not that which you worship, Nor will you worship
that which | worship. And | shall not worship that which
you are worshipping. Nor will you worship that which |

worship. To you be your religion, and to me my rebion."
[Al-Kafirun]

And when | say: Surat Al-lkhlas”, | meanlkhlas (sincerity and
purity) in deeds, for it is th&urahof Ikhlasin deeds even though it is
called Surat Al-Kafirun Yet in reality, it is theSurah of Ikhlas in
deeds, just aSurah

is theSurahof Ikhlasin knowledge and creed.

Q. Y. What are the fundamental principles of Ahlus-
Sunnah wal-Jama'ah in matters of creed and other
matters related to the religion?

A. The fundamental principle oAhlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'am
creed and other religious matters is complete axftverto the Book of

Allah, the Sunnahof His Messengeks, and the guidance and way of
the righteous caliphs, as Allah, the Most High says

Cé 4”‘?&’..—’9‘3}8&(;;“‘:);-’:‘ ))U\Ja%’

"Say (O Muhammad #& to mankind): If you (really) love
Allah, then follow me, Allah will love you.”[Aal Imran: *1]
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"He who obeys the MessengefMuhammad &) has indeed
obeyed Allah, but he who turns away, then We haveoh sent
you (O Muhammadzg) as a watcher over them jAn-Nisa: A+]

And He, the Most High, says:
1 A 50 S5 Ky
"And whatsoever the Messenge(Muhammad &) gives you,

take it; and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (fvm it)." [
Hashr: V]

And even though this commandmemas revealed regarding the
distribution of war booty, it is even more fittif@nd necessary) in

(purely) religious matters. In addition, the Prop#gused to address
the people on Fridays saying:

Ulﬂ)c%\% = ‘fgj.a(_;q.@_ilpjw\ul.su.)_;\yub .A.«.,Lj
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"As for what follows: Verily, the best speech is tle Book of
Allah and the best guidance is the guidance of

Muhammad &, and the worst of matters are the ones newly
invented (in religion), and every innovation is a
misguidance.”["]

And he& also used to say:
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"You must adhere to my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the

(V) Reported by Muslim, in the Book éi-Jumu‘ahthe Chapter of shortening the Prayer and the
Sermon £V} (£Y).
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rightly guided caliphs; hold firm to it and cling to it with
your molar teeth. And beware of newly invented matrs, for
indeed every newly invented matter is an innovationand

every innovation is a misguidance !

And the evidences for this (fundamental principded numerous.
Hence, the way oAhlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'aand their method is

total adherence to the Book of Allah, tRennatof His Messengek:,

and theSunnahof the rightly guided caliphs who came after hinmdA
amongst the tenets of this principle is that thehald the religion,
and do not differ therein, in obedience to the VgastiAllah:
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"He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion(lslamic
Monotheism) which He ordained for Noah, and that wicth

We have revealed to you (O Muhammaglz), and that which

We ordained for Abraham, Moses and Jesus (saying):
Establish the religion, and be not divided thereiri. [Ash-Shura:

H"]

And even though differences do occur between thematters in

which it is permissible to exercisljiihad,(r) this differing does not
lead to differing in their hearts. Rather, one §inthutual love and
affection between them, inspite of this differinfgjtihad.

Q. ¢£. Who are Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah?

A. Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'abre those who hold fast to the
Sunnah,who are united upon it, paying no heed to othentha
neither in matters of knowledge and beliefs, nopiactical matters
pertaining to rites of worship and jurisprudenchisTis why they are
known asAhlus-Sunnahbecause they hold last to it (i.e. the Sunnah),
and they are calledhlul-Jama'ah(the people of unity/ congregation)

() Reported by Abu Dawud, in the Book of tBannahthe Chapter of being steadfast upon the
Sunnak(¢1-V).
(Y) ljtihad; The exercise of independent judgement in matteislamic Jurisprudence.
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because they are united upon it.

If one examines the case oAhlul-Bid'ah (the people of
Innovation), one finds that they are in disagreegmertheir affairs,
whether it is their religious beliefs or their deed\nd this dissent
proves that they are far away from t8annah in proportion to the
innovations they have added to their religion.

Q.. The Prophet #& informed us about the differing

which would take place among his nation after his
death; we request Your Eminence to explain this.

A. The Prophets informed us in a narration which is authentically

reported from hirh) that the Jews divided into seventy-one sects, the
Christians into seventy-two sects, and that thisiona(i.e. the
Muslims) will be divided into seventy-three se@rg that all of these
sects will be in the Fire except one, and theythose who tread the

path of the Prophé$ and his Companions.

This sect is the Saved Sect that has been sav#usiife from
Bida' (innovations), and will be saved in the Hereaftem the Fire.
Moreover, this will be the Victorious Group that liwiprevail
upholding the Word of Allah until the Last Hour.

Some people have attempted to specify these setlaety sects,
of which one is following the truth and the remaindare upon
falsehood. They have divided the innovators int@ ftategories and
designated for each category branches in order ttiat number

reaches that specified by the Propiét Others consider that it is

better to refrain from enumerating them, becaussehsects are not
the only sects who have gone astray; infact, pelogle strayed more
than they had previously, and other sects camebetiog after these
seventy-two had been defined. They say that thisban will not end
and it is not possible to know its end, excepthaténd of time when
the Hour is established.

Therefore, it is more appropriate to treat geneealvhat the

(V) Reported by Abu Dawud in the Book ®finnah(¢°47), by At-Tirmithi in the Book ofEeman
(Y1£Y), and by Ibn Majah in the Book Bitan (¥441).
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Propheti generalized, and say that this nation will diviato

seventy-three sects, all of whom will be in theeFgxcept one.
Moreover, we say that all those who contradict wias followed by

the Prophet and his Companions -may Allah be pleased with them
then they are included among these sects.

It could be that the Messeng&t was referring to the principal

sects of which we now know no more than ten. Arabitld be that he
was referring to the principal sects together \ligir off-shoots, as is
held by some people. And with Allah rests the kremige of the
matter.

Q.1. What are the most outstanding attributes of the
Saved Sect? And does a shortcoming in any of these
attributes remove a person from the Saved Sect?

A. The most outstanding attribute of the Saved $eatiherence to
the path of the Proph&€ in beliefs, worship, character and conduct.
We find that the Saved Sect is distinguished inhese four aspects:

In beliefs, one finds them holding fast to fi@wvheedoneness) of
Allah in matters of worship, Lordship, and His nanaad attributes in
accordance to what is commanded by the Book ofhAlad the

Sunnalof His Messenget.

In worship, we find that this sect stands out ia domplete
adherence and the implementation of the Proptgti&y of worship,

as regards to its various types, characteristroguat, time, place and
motives. One does not find them innovating in tekgron of Allah.
Rather, they behave in the best manner towardshA#iad His

Messengeks; they do not place themselves forward before Adatd

His Messengef£ by adding (to the religion) any act worship not
legislated by Allah.

In character also, one finds that they stand ocmtnfothers with
their fine character, such as their love of goadtfie Muslims, their
open heartedness, cheerful faces, good way of sggalenerosity,
bravery, and other noble traits and qualities.
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In conduct and dealing, one finds them treating fieeple with
honesty and openness; the two traits referred tthéyProphett in
his words:
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"Both parties in a business transaction have the ght to
annul it as long as they have not separated; andtifiey speak
the truth and make everything clear, they will be lessed in
their transaction; but if they lie and conceal (anyhing), the

blessing on their transaction will be wiped out.t"]

A shortcoming in these characteristics does notgsgarily) take
the person out of the fold of the Saved Sect, baty®ne will be at a
level according to his deeds. However, a shortcgminmatters of

Tawhid such as deficiency itkhlas"), might remove one from the
Saved Sect. Likewise committing innovations mayetake out from
the fold of the Saved Sect.

Regarding the matter of character and conductcigefty in them
does not remove one from this sect, even thougtait diminish his
status.

We might require a (detailed) categorization regydhe matter
of character, for among the most important aspefctgood character
is mutual solidarity and being united upon thehrathich Allah, the
Most High has enjoined upon us in His Words:
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"He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion(lslamic
Monotheism) which He ordained for Noah, and that witch We

have revealed to you (O Muhammadi), and that which We

(V) Reported by Al-Bukhari in the Book of Sales, liee tChapter: If Two Parties in a Business
Transaction are open and do not Hide Anything artdnAGood Faith Y V4); and Muslim in the
Book of Sales, in the Chapter on Honesty and OpsrindBusiness Dealings>("Y).

(Y) Herelkhlasmeans doing deeds sincerely for Allah.
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ordained for Abraham, Moses and Jesus (saying): Eablish
the religion, and be not divided therein."[ash-Shura: 1¥]

And He has informed us that Muhamnié&has no concern with

those who are divided in the matter of their religand break up into
sects, for Allah, the Almighty the All-Powerful say
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"Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into
sects, you (O Muhammadg) have no concern with them in

the least.JAl-Anam: Ye4]

Therefore, unity in ranks and harmony of the hearéssamong the
most outstanding characteristics of the Saved &étis-Sunnah wal-
Jama'ah As such, when differences occur between thenmgrisom
ljtihad in matters in which it is permissible to exerciggistic
reasoning, they bear no resentment, enmity, oretidmwards each
other. Rather, they feel that despite of such diffees they are
brothers, so much so that one of them even prahsdbea person
whom he considers as not being in the state ddlrgiurity, while the
Imam considers himself otherwise. For example, one efrtlprays
behind a Imam who has eaten camel meat believiagitidoes not
invalidate his ablution, while he - the one whd&ng led in prayer -
believes otherwise, and despite that, he considisrgrayer behind
thatlmamcorrect, even though if it were he who was prayimguch
a case, he would consider his prayer invalid.

This is because they are of the view that thisalarising out of
ljtihad in matters in which it is permissible to exerciagigtic
reasoningis not in reality discord because each of themfblswed
the evidence which he is obliged to follow andas lawful for him to
renounce.

As such, they believe that if their brother disagrevith them in a
particular matter based on (his understanding efjual evidences,
then he is in fact in accord with them, because tfal) call for
adherence to the evidence wherever it may be. Sbeif brother
disagrees with them, in accordance with some ecrlevhich he has,
then he is actually in agreement with them, becéduesbas followed
the same path they call and guide to, which isitigg¢ by the Book of

Allah and theSunnalof His Messenget.
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It is well known to the scholars that such differes occurred
between the Companions, may Allah be pleased wigmt even at

the time of the Prophét and he did not rebuke any of them. An

example of this was when the Messenger of AfEhreturned from

the Battle of Al-Ahzalh and the (archangel) Jibril came to him
directing him to proceed towards the (Jewish) tob&ani Quraizah,

who had violated their treaty. Thence, the MessemjeAllah &
instructed his Companions (to proceed) saying:

B GV e K BT
"None of you should pray the 'Asr prayer except atBani

Quraizah.” (]

So, they left Medina for Bani Quraizah and the tifoethe 'Asr
prayer overtook them. Some of them delayedAlseprayer until they
had reached Bani Quraizah after the expiry of time,t because the

Prophet had said:
L 6;@’&; - 3l o KRR

"None of you should pray the 'Asr prayer except atBani
Quraizah."

Others amongst them performed the prayer at itedstame (i.e.
before reaching Bani Quraizah) saying that what Mtessengefs

intended was that we should proceed quickly tow&alsi Quraizah;
he did not mean that we should delay the prayer ifmstated time.

They (the latter group) were right, but in spitetiif, the Prophets

did not rebuke anyone among the two groups; anithereof the two
groups held any enmity or rancor towards the obesrause of their
differing in the understanding of the Prophetic coamd.

A such, | consider it an obligation upon the Muglinvho claim
adherence to th8unnahto be a single nation, and not to divide into
factions - this one belonging to this group and three belonging to
that group and the third belonging to a third graam so on —

() Reported by Al-Bukhari in the Book of Fear, ie tBhapter of the Prayer of the one in pursuit, and
the one being pursueti(t); and by Muslim in the Book dihad (YVV*+).
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attacking each other with verbal onslaughts, antddrang enmity and
hatred towards each other due to differences irtemsatvhere it is
permissible to exercise juristic reason(tjghad). There is no need to
single out every faction by name, however the ligeht person
understands, and the matter is clear to him.

| consider that it is an obligation updthlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah
to unite, even if they disagree in some mattersedbasn their
(different) understandings of the textual evidencBEsis is because

there is ample room for differing in these matters .4 -.

The important thing is that hearts should be inrtary and that
their ranks be unified. And there is no doubt it enemies of the
Muslims love to see the Muslims divided, whethezythbe enemies
who openly exhibit their enmity, or enemies whoegitie appearance
of being sincere to the Muslims or to Islam whiteeyt are not so.
Therefore, it is incumbent upon us to be distingeds by this
characteristic of the Saved Sect, and that is ¥e hauntied stance.

Q.Y. What is meaning of "moderation” in religion?

A. Moderation in religious matters means that sspershould not
be extreme by exceeding the limits set by Allalhe Almighty, the
All-Powerful - nor be neglectful by not fulfillingvhat Allah has
ordained.

The middle course in religion is to hold fast te ttvay of the
Prophetss, and extremism in religion is to exceed it, whikgligence
IS not to attain it.

An example of this is a person who says: | wardtémd the whole
night in prayer and | will not sleep, because pragene of the best
forms of worship, so | love to spend all the nighprayer. We say:
this person is being excessive in the religion d4aA and he is not
upon the right path. A similar incident occurredidg the life of the

Propheti; a number of people gathered together and ondéesht

said: | shall stand in prayer (the whole night) amad sleep, while
another said: | shall fast without interruption,il@ha third said: | shall

not marry women. The Proph&t came to know of this and H&
said:
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"What is the matter with people who say such and sth? |

(both) fast and break my fast, | stand in prayer anl | sleep
(also), and I marry women; so whoever forsakes mgunnah

he is not from me." "]

These people had intended to be excessive inrgdgjon, and the
MessengeriE repudiated them for forsaking hiSunnah which

includes (both) fasting and breaking the fast, ditagnin prayer and
sleeping, and marrying women.

As for the one who is neglectful, he is the one shygs: There is
no need for me to perform voluntary acts of worshipd thus, | shall
confine myself to performing the obligatory worshaply. He might
also be deficient in performing the obligatory adtsis is the one who
is neglectful.

And the moderate person is the one follows thesteps the
Messengeks and his rightly guided caliphs.

Another example would be that of three men befoh®w is a
sinful man. One of the three says: | shall not Sajamto this sinner,
and | shall cut him off, and stay away from himd arot speak to him.

The second says: | shall keep company with himgtgnen, smile
at him, invite him to my house, and accept histation; and as far as
I'm concerned there is no difference between hichaarighteous man.

The third person says: | hate this sinner for ms,swhile | love
him for his Iman (faith), and | shall not cut him off except when
boycotting him is a means of rectifying him, buititioes not lead to
his rectification, instead causes him to increashis impiety, then |
shall not cut him off.

We say that the first person is excessive and mrevhile the
second is lax and neglectful, and the third is matde

Same is the case in all acts of worship and dealmigh others;
people are either neglectful or extreme or moderate

() Reported by Al-Bukhari, in the Book of Mannéers()); and by Muslim in the Book of Marriage
(V£Y).
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A third example: There is a man who is a slave ifowife; she
directs him in any way she likes. He does not prever from doing
evil, nor does he encourage her to strive for eirtBhe has come to
possess his mind, and has become in charge ofThiare is another
man who is repressive, arrogant and domineering bigewife; he
pays no heed to her as if she were lower than dseaiant.

A third man is moderate; he treats her as Allah &thd

Messenge have commanded him:

Calinte ol s 5y

"And they (women) have rights (over their husbands)
similar (to those of their husbands) over them, ina
reasonable manner."[Al-Bagarah: YYA]
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"A believing man should not hate a believing woman.f
there is some characteristic in her that he dislikg there
remains some other characteristic in her which pleses

him." [V

This last one is moderate while the first is exteam his treatment
of his wife and the other is neglectful. All deeatsd acts of worship
can be assessed and evaluated in the same manner.

Q.A. What is the definition of Iman (faith) according to
Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah and doesiman increase and
decrease?

A. Iman (faith) according toAhlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'ails: "The
affirmation of the heart, (together with) the udtlece of the tongue,
and the actions of the limbs". So it consists oé¢helements:

V- Affirmation of the heart.

Y- Utterance by the tongue.

Y- Actions of the limbs.

Since this is the case, then it will certainly e&se and decrease.

(V) Reported by Muslim in the Book of Suckling { 4).
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This is because affirmation of the heart varieslegree; believing in
something which one is told is not like believimgsomething which
one sees with his own eyes, nor is believing in negported by a
single man like believing in that reported by twemmand so on. This
is why Ibrahim, peace be upon him, said:
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"My Lord! Show me how You give life to the dead." He
(Allah) said: "Do you not believe?" He said: "Yes ( do

believe), but want more confidence for my heart."
[Al-Bagarah: Y%+]

As such, faith increases with regard to the affiroraof the heart,
its conviction, and its reliance. This is somethmge feels within
himself; when he attends a gathering where thergigious discourse
and mention of Paradise and the Hell-fire, hishfamicreases so much
so that it is as if he could see them (both) withdwn eyes. But when
there is heedlessness, and after he rises fromgdltieering, this
certainty in his heart decreases.

Likewise, faith increases by words, for the one wientions Allah
ten times is not like the one who mentions Allahuadred times; the
later is much greater. Likewise, whoever perforraadact of worship
in a perfect manner, his faith is greater thanotie who performs it in
an imperfect manner.

Likewise, with regard to deeds; when a person persomore
deeds with his limbs than another does, his faitmeiases more than
the later. And this increase and decreaségftf) has been mentioned
in the Qur'an and theunnahAllah, the Most High says:
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. and we have fixed their number (nineteen) only a a
trial for the disbelievers, in order that the peopé of the
Scripture may arrive at a certainty (that this Qur'an is the
truth as it agrees with their scriptures) and thatthe believers
may increase in Faith."[Al-Muddaththir: ¥1]

And He - the Most High - says:
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“And whenever there comes down &urah, some of them
(hypocrites) say: 'Which of you has had his faithncreased
by it?'As for those who believe, it has increasedeir faith,
and they rejoice. But as for those in whose hearts a disease
(of doubt and hypocrisy), it adds further corruption to their

corruption; and they die while they are disbelieves."
[At-Tawbah: YY¢-VYe]

And in the authentiéladith from the Prophett he said:
I cpn o3l 550 TSR3 o e il e S5

"I have not seen anyone deficient in intelligenceral religion
more skilled in sweeping a cautious sensible man bfs feet

than some of you (Women).ﬁ"]

Therefore, faith increases and decreases. But edwades faith to
increase? There are several means for makingrg¢ase:

Y- To know Allah, the Most High by His Names andrisitites; for
the more a person increases his knowledge of Adlath His Names
and Attributes, the more his faith increases. Thiwhy one finds the
scholars who have greater knowledge of Allah's Naam Attributes
than others, they are stronger in faith in thisardg

Y- Reflecting upon Allah's Universal and Legislati&gns”,
because the more a person looks at the UnivergakSie. (Allah's)
creation, his faith increases. Allah, the Most Haglys:
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"And on the earth are signs for those who have ceainty of
Faith. And (also) in your own selves. Will you notthen
see?'[Adh-Dhariyat: ¥:-¥1]

And the Verses which prove this are numerous, Imibka Verses

() Reported by Al-Bukhari in the Book of Mensgs{).
(Y) The legislative signs are the Qur'anic versesh Earse is aAyah(sign) for those who seek the
truth. [Translator's note]
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which prove that by contemplating and reflectingmuphis universe,
one's faith increases.

Y- Plentitude of good deeds, for the more a persoreases his
virtuous deeds, the more his faith increases tlyerethether these
deeds are verbal or practical; for Allan3hikr (remembrance)
increases the faith quantitatively and qualitagry@ind prayer, fasting
and Hajj, all these (practical deeds) also increase theh fai
guantitatively and qualitatively.

As for the causes that lessen thean, they are the opposite of the
afore mentioned:

Y- Unawareness of Allah's Names and Attributes catis=faith to
diminish, because when a person's knowledge oh&liBlames and
Attributes is deficient, his faith will also be dgént.

Y- Refraining from reflecting upon Allah's Signs,tbhdJniversal
and Legislative, as this causes the decreasetbf tai at least, causes
it to be stationary with no increase.

Y- Committing acts of disobedience, because actdisaibedience
have detrimental effect on the heart and uponahb.fThis is why the

Prophetiz said:
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"The adulterer is not a believer while he commits
adultery..."["]

¢- The fourth cause of decrease in faith is abamdpthe acts of
obedience. If the act of obedience is obligatond ane abandons it
without lawful excuse, then that is a deficienay f@ith) for which he
is blameworthy and deserves punishment. On the bt&, if the act
of obedience is non-obligatory, or it is obligatdnyt he abandoned it
with a valid excuse, then it is a deficiency forig¥hhe is not rebuked,
nor deserves punishment.

This is why the Prophe¥s declared that a woman is deficient in

her intelligence and in her religion; and he expadi that the cause of
deficiency in her religion is because when she lhes menstrual

() Reported by Al-Bukhari, in the Book Biudood in the Chapter on lllegal Sexual Intercourse and
Drinking Alcoholic Beveragest{YY); and by Muslim in the Book of FaitkY).
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period, she does not pray nor fast. Even though isheot held
blameworthy for abandoning prayer and fasting a thme of
menstruation — she is in fact commanded to abatigem -, but due
to the loss of deeds which a man performs, sherbesadeficient
compared to him in this respect.

Q.1. How can we reconcile thadadith of Jibril, peace be
upon him, in which the Propheti explained faith as:
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"To believe in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His
Messengers, the Last Day and to believe iAl-Qadar
(Divine ordainment) both the good and the bad of it ")

with the Hadith of the delegation of Abdul Qais, in
which the Prophetiz explained faith as being:
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"The testimony that none has the right to be

worshipped except Allah Alone without attributing
partners to Him, establishing prayer, givingZakah, and

paying one-fifth of the war spoils."")?

A. Before answering this question, | would likesay that there is
no contradiction whatsoever between the Book (dal and the
Sunnah. No part of the Qur'an contradicts another, pnd no part of

the authentically transmitted Sunnah of the Messemd Allah £

contradicts another part. Moreover, nothing in Qar'an or the
Sunnah contradicts any physical reality, becausae rimlity is true,
and the Book (of Allah) and the Sunnah are alse, tand there can be
no contradiction amongst the truth. If you underdtshis principle,

(V) Reported by Al-Bukhari in the Book of Faith, metChapter of Jibril's questioning the Prophet
aboutiman Islamandlhsan(e +); and by Muslim in the Book of Faitf)(

(Y) Reported by Al-Bukhari in the Book of Faith, ieetChapter: Paying One-Fifth of the War Booty
is a Part of Faithe("); and by Muslim in the Book of Faith().
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many misgivings will be resolved ; Allah, the Mdé$igh says:
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"Do they not then consider the Qur'an carefully? Hal it
been from other than Allah, they would surely havefound
therein many a contradiction.”[An-Nisa: A¥]

This being understood, it is not possible that Atmadith of the
Prophet contradict each other. So, if the Progietxplained faith in

a certain way here, and he explained it elsewheraniother way
which - according to your mind - contradicts thestfiway, then if you
look carefully, you will find that there is no coatliction.

In the Hadith of Jibril (peace be upon him) the Propkgtdivided
the religion into three categories:

V- Islam (submission).
Y- Iman (faith).
Y- Ihsan(excellence)

In the Hadith of the delegation of Abdul Qais, he only mentioned
one category and that is Islam. And Islam in the@egal sense
includes faith, because it is not possible for espe to perform the
rites of Islam unless he has faith. So, when Isidone is mentioned,
it includes faith, and if faith alone is mentionisthm is included in it.
But when both are mentioned together, (the mearafg faith
becomes related to (belief of) the heart, while (theaning of) Islam
is related to (the actions of) the limbs. And tisign important benefit
for the student of knowledge. (As we have said,emvhslam is
mentioned alone, faith is included in it; AllahetMost High says:
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"Truly, the (only) religion in the sight of Allah i s Islam."[aal-

Imran: V4]

And it is well known that the religion of Islam {somposed of)
creed, faith and rites. (Similarly,) when faith méois mentioned, Islam
is included in it. But if both are mentioned togath(the meaning of)
faith becomes related to (the belief of) the heant] (the meaning of)
Islam becomes related to (the acts of) the limlms & why some of
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the Salafsaid: "Islam is apparent arichan (faith) is hidden". This is
because it (i.e. faith) is in the heart; and teisvhy one might find a
hypocrite who prays, gives charity and fasts; saclperson is a
Muslim in appearance, but he is not a believer fieehas no faith);
Allah, the Most High says:
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"And of mankind, there are some (hypocrites) who sg 'We
believe in Allah and the Last Day," while in fact hey are not
believers.[Al-Bagarah: A]

Q.)+. How do we reconcile the fact thatiman (faith)
means belief in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His
Messengers, the Last Day and in Al-Qadar
(predestination), the good and the bad of it, withthe

saying of the Prophetgz:
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" Iman consists of more than seventy brancheg'??

A. Thelman, which is creed, has six fundamental principles, which
are those mentioned in tivadith of Jibril (peace be upon him) when

he asked the Proph&t about faith and he said:
SAE a355 V1 005 el 235 00 85 asoda el e T Dl
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"Faith is that you believe in Allah, His Angels, Hs Books,
His Messengers and the Last Day and that you believn Al-
Qadar, the good and the bad of it.!"]

As for thelman (i.e. faithfulness) which includes actions andrthe
categories and types, then it has more than seweahches, and this
is why Allah, the Most High labeled prayerlasanin His Words:

(V) Reported byAl-Tirmidhi in the Book of Faith, in the Chapter: Whdas Been Related
Regarding Perfecting of Faith(’ £); and by Ibn Majah in the Introduction).
(Y) The reference of the Hadith has been mentiontbekiprevious question.
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"And Allah would never make your Iman ( i.e. prayers) to
be lost. Truly, Allah is full of kindness, the MostMerciful
towards mankind." [Al-Bagarah: Y¢¥]

The scholars of afsir said:

Ry

"your Iman" means: your (previous) prayers towards
Jerusalem, because before they were commanded rio tu
towards the Ka'bah, the Companions used to prayartsv
Masijid Al-Agsa (Jerusalem).

Q.)). Can one testify to a man's faith just because ¢iis
customary attendance in the mosquesas it has been
mentioned in theHadith?

A. Yes, there is no doubt that the one who attehdgobligatory)
prayers in the mosques, his attendance is an rmedef his faith,
because nothing persuades him to leave his houbeiradertake the
walk to theMasjid, except the faith in Allah, the Almighty, the All-
Powerful.

As for the saying of the questionéas it has been mentioned in
the Hadith" , then he is referring to what has been reported fitoen

Prophets:
Yy J150e56 (EW Mu;’d};\ A I3

"If you see a man who regularly attends the mosquethen
testify to his faith."[']

But thisHadith is weak and is not authentically reported from the
Propheté,

Q.)Y. There is a man suffering from the Satan

(V) Reported by At-Tirmidhi, in the Book of Faith, imne Chapter: What has been related regarding
the sanctity of PrayeF{V).
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whispering to him gravely evil thoughts concerning
Allah g, and he is very much afraid of this. What is the
advice of Your Eminence?

A. Regarding what has been mentioned concerningulkestioner's
problem, and the consequences of which he feasgylto him:
Rejoice, for the consequences will not be exceptdgmnsequences.
Such whispering is used by the Satan to assauléhevers in order
to upset the sound belief in their hearts, andaiese them spiritual
and mental agitation so as to disturb the serafitheir faith, indeed
the serenity of their lives, if they are believers.

The questioner is not the first among the peopldagh to be
confronted by this situation, nor is he the laet, it will continue as
long as there is a believer in the world. And teame situation
confronted the Companions, may Allah be pleased tem. It has
been reported on the authority of Abu Hurairahthat he said: Some

people from among the Companions of the Messenfjédlah &£&

came to the Prophé&t and said: "Verily we experience in our souls
that which one of us considers too grave to exprétssaid:

(£3,05055 25 5
"Did you really experience it?"
They said: "Yes." Upon this, he remarked:

DYl 2 A
"That is true faith." [']

In the twoSahih (i.e. Sahih Al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslimy is
also narrated from Abu Hurairah, that the Propfietaid:

/’/a//af/ f/ T2 1T e /./:/fa/’f,{‘,}//u/f/af “2/
é.b&.ﬁdﬁﬁ?\ﬁ&;-y?\ﬁ&ydﬁéb‘d%\g@)
(il iy 5 835

"Satan comes to one of you and says: 'Who createdch and

(V) It was reported by Muslim, in the Book of Faith,the Chapter: Explanation of the (Evil)
Whispering Regarding FaithYY).



CREED 1A

such? Who created such and such?' until he says: N@
created your Lord?" So, when he in§)pires such a qaggon,
one should seek refuge with AllafY and give up such

thoughts."m
It is reported on the authority of Ibn 'Abbas (n#slah be pleased
with both of them) that a man came to the Propg#etnd said:

"O Messenger of Allah! I have thoughts of such mreathat | would
rather prefer being (burnt into) charcoal than peak about them."

The Prophets said:

@253l 18055 el d ek

"All praise and thanks are to Allah Who has turned down

his matter (i.e. Satan's plot) to (mere) whispering ")

Shaikh-ul-Islamlibn Taimiyyah.. said in (his treatise)kitab-ul-
Imanx»: "The believer is afflicted with the whisperinf®atan, and the
whispering ofKufr which causes anguish to his heart; just like the
Companions (when they) said: "O Messenger of All@me of us

experiences thoughts within himself of such a matiat he would
rather prefer falling down from the sky, than tdeutthem.” The

Prophets said:
QY &,J.; Al
"That is true faith."

And in another narration (they said): 'he considetso grave to
express.' He said:

(3% 5 30 1) 535 35 601 db Jak

"All praise and thanks are to Allah Who has brought down
his (evil) plot to (mere) whispering."

(1) i.e. by saying. Ji ola.tdl oo i3 ,<l. [Translator's note]

(Y) Reported by Al-Bukhari in the Book of the Begimiof Creation, in the Chapter: The Description
of Iblis and His LegionsY(Y1) and it was reported by Muslim in the Book of Faih the
Chapter on the Description of the (Evil) WhispetRegarding Faith)("¢).

(%) It was reported by Abu Dawood in the Book of Gdddnners, in the Chapter of Countering
(Evil) Whispering ¢11Y); and by Imam Ahmad in «Al-Musnad»/(*# +).
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i.e. the occurrence of this whispering along witis timmense
hatred for it and repelling it from the heart ierfr true faith. Just like
the Mujahid (warrior) who was attacked by the enemy, so hetiou
him until he overcame him, for that is the greafésad...” [Upto his
words:] "This is why the seekers of (Islamic) knedde and worship
encounter whispering and doubts (in magnitudes) @@ not
encountered by others. This is because they (iee.others) do not
follow the Law of Allah and His code; rather theglléw their own
desires having forgotten the remembrance of thendlLand this is
what the Satan wants. On the other hand, thosetuwvhdowards their
Lord with knowledge and (acts of) worship, the &atatheir enemy
and he tries to obstruct them from Allah, the Midgih." End quote,
from page) ¢V of the (old) Indian print.

So | say to this questioner: Once it is clear ta ybat these
whispers are from Satan, therefore you must steuggld strive
against them, and know that they will never harma gs long as you
undertake the necessary struggle, and refrain prorsuing them. The

Prophets said:
. £ ° L= ~ g0 ° P Gé‘ //,..\?
GSE Sl JRT B B335 & E03i5 6 ST e 551l o
"Allah has forgiven what is whispered in the heartsof my

followers, unless they put it into action or utterit.” [']

And if you were asked: Do you believe what is wkiga to you?
Do you think it is the truth? And is it possible describe Allah, the
Most Glorified by it? You would surely say: It i®tnfor us to speak of
this; Glorified are You (Oh, Allah), this is a gtd@el! You would
reject it with your heart and by your words; andiywould be the
farthest of the people out of your aversion fofTherefore, these are
mere whispers and thoughts that come to your haad,threads of
the net of the Satan, who courses throughout tileahubody just as
blood does, in order to destroy you and to obsgorte religion for
you.

This is why you find that Satan does not instiludts or denial of
trivial things in your heart; e.g. you hear abdut existence of large
and important cities in the East or West that dledfwith residents

(V) Reported by Al-Bukhari in the Book of Emancipation the Chapter of Error and
Forgetfulness in Emancipation and DivorteY(); and by Muslim in the Book of Faith, in the
Chapter: Allah Has Forgiven What is Whispered énHeart {YV).
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and buildings, but the doubt of their existence emesrosses your
mind, nor does the thought of anything which detag¢hem, such as
that they might be ruins and rubble, and unfit habitation, or that
there are might be no occupants in them, and s@'loere is no goal
for Satan in causing a person doubt such thingsth®rother hand,
Satan has a great ambition in ruining the faitta dfeliever; as such,
he strives by his cavalry and infantry to extinguithe light of
knowledge and guidance from his heart, and to chireeto fall into
the darkness of doubt and uncertainty.

The ProphetE has explained to us the beneficial medicine that h
the cure for this:

s an dandi

"Then let him seek refuge with Allah” and give up such
thoughts."”

If a person ceases from it (i.e. pursuing such ghts) and
continues to worship Allah, seeking and desiririge (teward) that is
with Allah, it (i.e. Satan's whispering) will go ay, by Allah's Power.

So, ignore all thoughts that pass through yourth@athis matter.
Lo! Here you are worshipping Allah, invoking Him carglorifying
Him, and if you were to hear anyone describing Hith what was
whispered to you, you would kill him if you coul@his means that
there is no reality to whatever is whispered to,yather it is mere
thoughts and whisperings that have no basis (im goeed or deed).
This is just like the case of someone wearing arcigarment which
he has just washed, and then he begins to havasdauhybe it got
impure, maybe it is not permissible to pray irhig; will surely pay no
heed to these doubts.

My advice may be summarized as follows:

V- Seeking refuge with Allah and completely ceasingrgelf from
(pursuing) these assumptions, as ordered by thehEte:.

Y- Remembrance of Allah and restraining yourself from
entertaining these thoughts.

Y- Wholehearted dedication to worship and good deeds,

(V) i.e. by saying'rg- o2l -y 3,41, [Translator's note]
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conformity with the Command of Allah and (with threention
of) seeking His Pleasure. When you will turn yolirseholly
towards worship with earnestness and striving, wduforget
paying attention to this whisperinigsha Allah

¢- Turning to Allah and invoking Him to protect ydtom this
thing.

And | ask Allah, the Most High for your wellbeingu protection
from every evil and every detestable thing.

Q.)Y. Is it an obligation upon the disbeliever to embree
Islam?

A. It is incumbent upon every disbeliever to embréice religion
of Islam, even if he is a Christian or a Jew, beeadllah, the Most
High says in His Mighty Book:

A
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"Say (O Messenger): O mankind! Verily, | am the
Messenger of Allah to you all — (the messenger) &fim to
Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the réa
there is no (true) deity but He; He gives life andcauses
death. So believe in Allah and His Messenger (Muhamad
&), the unlettered Prophet who believes in Allah andHis

Words, and follow him so that you may be guided."
[Al-Araf: YeA]

So, it is an obligation upon all of mankind to bek in the
Messenger of AllakE. However, it is the Mercy of Allakg, and His

wisdom that in this Islamic religion, the non-Muss have been
permitted to remain upon their religions, on the@diton that they
submit to the rule of the Muslims. He, the Most iH&gid:

~ <2,
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"Fight against those who do not believe in Allah, ar in the
Last Day, nor forbid that which has been forbiddenby Allah

and His Messenger (Muhammadi), nor do they abide by
the religion of truth - from amongst those that hae been

given the scripture, until they willingly pay the JizyaH(‘)
with their own hands acknowledging their subjugatia.”
[At-Tawbah: Y4]

It is mentioned in Sahih Muslinm the Hadith of Buraidah« that
whenever the Prophé# appointed a leader over an army or an
expedition, he would order him to fear Allah andreat the Muslims
in his company well, and he would (also) say:

(oo T3 o B0 BTG - gl ST Jlas 56 ) s

"Invite them to three things. If they respond to ary one of
them, accept it from them and withhold yourself fran doing

them any harm."[Y]
And one of these things (mentioned in tHadith) is to pay the
Jizyah( "

And because of thigHadith), the most authoritative opinion among
the sayings of the scholars is that theyahis accepted from even
those who are neither Jews nor Christians.

In short, it is incumbent upon non-Muslims eitheembrace Islam
or to submit to the rule of IslamAnd it is Allah who grants all
accomplishment

Q.)¢. What is the ruling on a person who claims to have
knowledge of the unseen?

A. The ruling on a person who claims to have knolgée of the

(V) Jizyah: Atax imposed upon non-Muslims living under the miie of Muslims in an Islamic
State. [Translators note]

(Y) Reported by Muslim in the Book dtad and Expeditions, in the Chapter on Appointing the
Leaders (VY+).

(%) Jizyah: Atax imposed upon non-Muslims living under the pite of Muslims in an Islamic
State. [Translators note]
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unseen is that he is a disbeliever, because hebdlaed Allah .
Allah, the Most High says:

1 5 oo St ///‘.//,/4:

"Say (O Messenger): None in the heavens and the dar
knows the Ghaib (unseen) except Allah, nor can they
perceive when they shall be resurrectediAn-Naml: +¢]

If Allah & has commanded His Prophet Muhamni&d to

announce to the people that none in the heavenshanearth knows
the unseen except Allah, then the person who cliaimos/ledge of the
unseen has certainly belied Allghin this matter.

We say to such people: How is it possible that koow the
unseen, when the Proph&tdid not know the unseen?! Who is more

elevated (in status), you or the Messenge? If they say: "We are

more elevated (in status) than the Messe@gerthey disbelieve by

such saying. And if they say: He is more elevatesl ask them: Why
is the unseen hidden from him, while you know AR indeed, Allah
has said about Himself:

AS L 4%
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"(He Alone is) the All-Knower of the Ghaib (unseen), and He
acquaints none with HisGhaib (unseen), except a Messenger
whom He has chosen; and then He makes a guard (afgels)
to march before him and behind him."{Al-Jinn: ¥1-vv]

This second Verse is evidence of the disbelief gfeeson who
claims to have knowledge of the unseen. MoreovéghAthe Most

High has commanded His Prop#g&tto proclaim to the people in the
foIIowing words:

Lo 524
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"Say (O Messenger): | do not claim that with me arethe
treasures of Allah, nor do | know the unseen; nor d | say to
you that | am an angel. | only follow what is reveked to
me."[Al-An'am: ¢]

Q.)e. How do we reconcile the knowledge doctors now
have about the sex of the fetus with the Saying adlah:

"and He knows that which is in the Wombs."[Lugman: ¥¢] ("

and with what has been reported in theTafsir of Ibn
Jarir [At-Tabari] on the authority of Mujahid, that a man

asked the Propheté about what his wife would give birth

to, so Allah revealed this Verse; and (also) the pert from

Qatadah - may Allah have mercy on him (9?2 And what
(is the evidence that) makes exceptions to the gealdy of

the Words of Allah, the Most High: ¢ &t 363 2(D

A. Before speaking on this matter, | would likentake it clear that
it is never possible for that which is explicit inle Noble Qur'an to
contradict a factual certainty. If an apparent caxtiction arises (with
some fact), then either the fact is a mere clainciwhas no truth in it,
or the Qur'an is not explicit in opposing it. Tissbecause both, that
which is explicit in the Noble Qur'an, and the tedt reality, are
conclusive, and it is not possible for two conahesiacts to contradict
each other.

If this is clear, and it is said: They are now ahlsing precise

() The translation of the whole Ayah 'I§erily, with Allah (Alone) is the knowledge of the Hour,
and He sends down the rain, and knows that which ia the wombs. No person knows what
he will earn tomorrow, and no person knows in whatand he will die. Verily, Allah is All-
Knower, All-Aware (of things)." [Translators note]

(Y) The report of Qatadah (th Y h.) is that he interpreted the Ayah saying: "Ne knows what is in
the wombs, whether it is a male or female, whétleedark (in complexion) or red *.Tafsir Ibn
Jarir: ( A/2Ae) [Translators note].

(¥) i.e. the Ayah seems to generalize thatvhich is in the womb is known by Allah Alone. Se, i
there any evidence that exempts the knowledgeedéths's gender from the general statement of
the Ayah ? [Translators note].
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devices, to reveal what is in the wombs, and tonkmdnether it is a
female or a male, then if what is said is untrbentthere is no need to
comment. But if it is true, then it does not codica the Verse,
because the Verse is concerning the hidden maiteich are (only)
known by Allah in these five things. And the hiddeatters regarding
the fetus are: the length of time he will spendthe belly of his
mother, his life, his deeds, his provision, hig(eal) wretchedness or

fortund ’), and whether it is a male or female before itiveig shape.

As for after it is given shape, the knowledge okether it is a male
or female is not knowledge of the unseen, becaulsnt is given
shape, it becomes a part of the knowledge of the,®xcept that it is

hidden behind three veils of darkn(egswhich, if removed, the matter
would be clear. Moreover, it is not beyond belighttthere might be
amongst the various rays created by Allah, suchepimlvones that

can penetrate these layers of darkness to revesiheththe fetus is
male or female. Moreover, there is nothing explicithe Verse that
mentions the knowledge of the (fetus's) sex, n@ the Sunnah

mentioned any such thing.

As for the narration the questioner has quoted fitmmJarir, on the
authority of Mujahid, that a man asked the Progfeabout what his

wife would deliver, and upon that Allah revealee Nerse, then it is
an discontinuous narration because Mujahid, maghAhave mercy

on him, was one of thgabi‘eert.”

As for theTafsir (exegesis) of Qatadah, may Allah have mercy on
him, then it could be understood in the sensetthatknowledge (i.e.
of the fetus's gender) is limited specifically tah before it is given
shape, but once it has been given shape, othesgléiseAllah) might
(also) know it.

Ibon Katheer, may Allah have mercy on him, said cantimg on
the Verse ofSuratLugman:"Likewise, none besides Allah, the Most
High knows anything of that which He wishes to teda the wombs.

(V) i.e. whether he will be amongst the inmates df, lde will he be fortunate to enter the eternal
Paradise. [Translator's note]

(Y) "Three veils of darkness" is a Quranic expressiention inSurat Az-Zumar, versé. These
three veils are the abdomen, the womb, and theror the sac surrounding the fetus.
[Translator's note]

(¥) Tabi'een The successors to the Prophet's companions.chsthere is a missing link between
Mujahid and the incident he narrated. [Translatamts]
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However, when He ordains it to be male or fematel aretched or
fortunate, the angels in charge of it and anyonemnwtHe wishes
among His creation come to know about it."

As for your question regarding the evidence thatitd the
generality of the Words of Allah, the Most High:

£ LA

We say: If the Verse includes the gender of the twadfter it has
been given shape (i.e. in its knowledge being $ipew Allah), then
perception and (physical) actuality exclude it iffirdhe verse as an

exception). The scholars bisul ") have mentioned that the evidences
upon which exceptions can be made to the genesalitithe Book (of
Allah) and theSunnah,are: (divine) texts, the consensus (of the
scholars) Qiyas (analogy) perception, or logic; and their statements
on this subject are well known.

But, if the Verse does not include the fetus attéras been given
shape (in its knowledge being specific to Allalather only the period
before it is intended, then there is nothing in Weese to contradict
what is claimed regarding the knowledge of thed'stgender.

Al Hamdu Lillah there never was, and never will be, any material
fact which contradicts the explicit texts of the o Qur'an. As for
the apparent conflict of some factual realitieshwiite Noble Qur'an as
alleged by the enemies of the Muslims, then thduesto their lack of
understanding of the Book of Allah, or because taey deliberately
negligent - due to their bad intentions - in tryitggyunderstand the
Qur'an correctly. But the learned scholars, postessesearch and the
methods of reaching the truth which dispel the dowlb such people;
and to Allah belong all praise and favour.

And the people in this matter are (divided intod two extremes
and the middle.

Those on one extreme cling to the apparent meawhtisee Noble

Qur'an that are not definftd and reject every confirmed substantial
fact which opposes them.

() Usul: Fundamentals of Islamic Jurisprudence. [Translatote]

(Y) Allah has revealed two types of verses in the'a@uithose which are unequivocal in their
meaning, and those which have some ambiguity ta threcan be interpreted in more than one
way. Refer to (Aal-lmrar¥). [Translator's note]
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And the other extreme ignores what is proven byNbble Qur'an
and believes in only purely material things; andsash they are
atheistic.

As for those in the middle, they accept the guiéaoicthe Noble
Qur'an and they (also) believe in material factseyl know that both
are true, and that it is not possible for an exiplierse in the Qur'an to
contradict a known (and manifest) matter of fa¢tug, they reconcile
between that which has been transmitted (i.e. éRts tof the Qur'an
and the Sunnah) and that which is logical. In tidg both their faith
and their rationality remain intact. And (as sud&ilah guided the
believers to the truth of the matters they differedand Allah guides
whom He wills to the Straight Path.

May Allah grant us, and our brothers the believes;cess in
attaining it, and make us among those guides @otrith) who are
(themselves) rightly guided, and make us at thesffont of the
reformers. And there is no success for me excapugh Allah; in
Him | put my trust and to Him | turn in repentance.

Q.)1. Does the sun revolve around the earth?

A. Islamic evidences in their apparent meaningdicanthat it is
the sun which revolves around the earth, and byet®lving the
alternation of night and day takes place on thésarof the earth. It
is not for us to surpass the apparent meaningheaset evidences
without some stronger evidence which permits usnterpret them
differently from their apparent meaning.

Some of the evidences that show that the sun resavound the
earth in a manner that causes the alternationeohidht and day are
as follows:

- Allah, the Most High mentioned that Ibrahim saodthe one
who argued with him concerning his Lord:

"Verily, Allah brings the sun from the east; then bring it you
from the west!" [Al-Bagarah: Y¢A]

The sun being brought from the east is a prodfitha the sun which
revolves around the earth.

Y- Allah also tells us that Ibrahim (peace be upion)tsaid:
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"When he saw the sun rising up, he said: 'This is mlord

(for) this is greater!" But when it faded away (i.e set), he
said: O my people! | am indeed free from all that gu join as
partners (in worship with Allah)." [Al-Anam: vA]

So, He has mentioned the fading away as an atribfithe sun
and not that the earth fades away from it, fot iivere the earth that
revolved, He would have said: 'but when he (i.alin) faded away
from it'.

Y- Allah, the Most High says:

e
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"And you would have seen the sun, when it rose, d@ung to
the right from their cave, and when it set, turning away
from them to the left." [Al-Kahf: V]

He has described the declining and turning awapeasg by the
sun, and that is a proof that the movement waséwun. If it was by
the earth, He would have said: "Their cave declineuah it".

Likewise, attributing the "rising” and "setting" tbhe sun proves
that it is the sun which revolves, even though ititcation of this

may be less than the indication in His Wordss-; #"declining"
and:4€ ;25 Z =¥ "turning away from them"
¢- Allah, the Most High says:
RO PSP RN g e A el

"And it is He who has created the night and the dayand the
sun and the moon, each swimming in an orbit[Al-Anbiya: *¥]

Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) saidey{ievolve in
an orbit, like the whorl of a spindle. This naroatihas been widely
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reported from him.
°- And Allah, the Most High says:
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"He brings the night as a cover over the day, pursing it
rapidly.” [Al-Araf: o]

He described the night as pursuing the day, anguinguer rushes
and overtakes, and it is well known that the night the day are
subsequent to the sun.

1- Allah, the Most High says:
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"He has created the heavens and the earth with tri. He
rolls the night over the day, and rolls the day ovethe night,
and He has made the sun and the moon subservienta¢h
runs (on a fixed course) for an appointed term. Valy, He is
the All-Mighty, the Oft-Forgiving." [Az-zumar:¢]

and His Words:
Fehptinc

"He rolls the night over the day."

i.e. it makes it go around it, as a turban is weappround, which
proves that it is the night and the day which gouad the earth. If it
were the earth which revolved around them, He wbalee said: "He
causes the earth to revolve around the night apt da

And in His saying:
LS ety

"the sun and the moon, each runs (on a fixed courgé

In these words is a clarification of the afore twmed (day and
night); and it is a proof that the sun and the maoave in a
perceptible orbit, because making a moving bodssmtent is more
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apparent (in meaning) than making a stationarysoservient.
V- Allah, the Most High says;

oA
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"By the sun and its brightness; By the moon as itdllows it
(the sun)."[ash-Sham: \-¥]

The meaning of# & & is that'it (i.e. the moon) comes after it

This proves that both of them are moving and ramgharound the

earth, for if it were the earth that revolved arduhem, the moon
would not be following the sun; rather it would setimes be

following it and sometimes be preceded by it, beeatle sun is at a
greater height than the moon. This inference fromuerse requires
contemplation.

A- Allah, the Most High says:

-
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"And the sun moves on its fixed course for a term
(appointed). That is the Decree of the All-Mighty,the All-
Knowing. And the moon, We have ordained for it stags till
it returns like the old dried curved date stalk. It is not for
the sun to overtake the moon, nor does the night &trip the
day. They all float, each in an orbit.[ya-Sin: ¥A-¢ -]

So, attributing the movement to the sun and desgyith as being
decreed by the Almighty, the Most Wise, proves tiha movement
(by the sun) is real and precisely decreed in whigh results in the
alternation of the night and day and the seasons.

The ordaining of the moon's stages is a proofitiesverses them,
for if it were the earth that revolved, the ordamof the stages would
have been for the earth's movement around the matber than the
moon's movement around it.

Moreover, negating the sun's ability to overtake tfoon and the
night's ability to outstrip the day are evidence tbe rushing
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movement being made by the sun and the moon, awight and the
day.

- The Propheg said toAbu Dharr, may Allah be pleased with
him, when the sun had just set:

"Do you know where it goes?"
He said, "Allah and His Messenger know best."” Hd:sa

° -

17 7570 208 L 55 T35 800 27 T IS R T ETE

)\J“;Q\.‘:.:_,Jdl_.:xbcLeJhpyh;/muﬂﬂ‘wM%ﬁ.bpr”
=

530 o

S P . P P PP
«L’Q,;;w !1,*;!%%&@);@‘;@@&%

"Verily, it goes and prostrates beneath the Throneand seeks
permission (to rise), and permission is granted td. Then (a
time will come when) it will ask permission (to goon its
course) but it will not be permitted, rather it will be said:
Return from where you came! And so it will rise fran the

West."[\]

So and it is quite clear from his words: "Returanfr where you
came!" that it is the Sun that revolves aroundgheh, and it is due to
its revolution that the sunrise and sunset occur.

\ - The Ahadithwhich attribute rising, setting, and declining from
its zenith to the sun, are clear evidence thattiheé sun which does so
and not the earth.

There are most probably other proofs that | camecall now, but
what | have mentioned is a summary of the subgeul,it is sufficient
for my purpose. And Allah is the one who grantsoagglishment.

(V) Reported by Al-Bukhari in the Book of the Begimmiof Creation, in the Chapter: Description of
the Sun and MoorY'{44); and by Muslim in the Book of Faithq?).
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Q.'V. His Eminence the Shaikh was asked about the
Shahadatain”

A. The Shahadatairare the key to Islam and it is not possible to
enter the fold of Islam without them, which is whyhen the

Prophetéz sent Mu'adh bin Jabal to Yemen, he ordered hirfirso
call them to tesify that there is no deity (wortbfyworship) except
Allah, and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Alldh!

# As for the first statement: il V| <1 ¥ of 5520, it means that a

person acknowledges by his tongue and by his lieattthere is no
true deity except Allah, the Almighty, the All-Porfd, because the
word llah means the diety who is worshipped. Therefore, thaning
is: None has the right to be worshipped excepthAdine.

This phrase is made up of a negation and an affiomaAs for the
negation, it is«4| Y (there is no deity), and as for the affirmatidn, i

IS: @l YD (except Allah).

"Allah", the Name of the Almighty, is the exceptia@iter the
omitted predicate adjective, and as such, the ceteglentence reads:

"There is no deity [rightfully worshipped] excepliah' rj_

This testimony is a profession in words after tearhhas believed
that there is no deity who has the right to be Wwimsed except Allah
the Almighty, the All-Powerful. And this includesserity of worship
for Allah alone and the renunciation of worshipdtiers besides Him.

By conceiveing the omitted predicate adjective & Mightfully
worshipped”, we get the answer to the questionedaisy many
people: How can you say that there is no deity gixédlah, when
there are other deities which are worshipped besidiah, and Allah
has called them "deities", and so do those who hyorthem? Allah,
the Most Blessed, the Most High says:

(V) Shahadatain: The two testimonies (of faith). fillator's note]

(Y) Reported by Al-Bukhari in the Book of Military Expiéidns, in the Chapter: The Sending
of Abu Musaand Mu'adh to Yemenrt(¢V); and by Muslim in the Book of Faith, in the
Chapter on Calling to th®hahadatair{} ).

(%) "Rightfully worshipped" is the omitted predicatjegtive in the testimony of faith: "There is
no diety except Allah". [Translator's note]
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"So their dieties, whom they used to invoke besideallah,
availed them naught when there came the Command gbur
Lord." [Hud: ¥+1]

And He, the Most High says:

£ A5 S JE Ty
"And set not up with Allah any other deity."” [Al-Isra: *4]
And He, the Most High says:
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"And invoke not any other deity along with Allah.”
[Al-Qasas: AA]

4 \2-3\ 4395 (e ;é;, s

"never shall we call upon any deity other than Him:
[Al-Kahf: £].

So, how is it possible for us to say that ther@asdeity besides
Allah, when the existence of deities other tharallis confirmed?
And (on the other hand) how is it possible for osconfirm the
existance of deities besides Allah when we find the Messengers
saying to their nations:

EY L e 2o ;;,
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"O my people! Worship Allah! You have no deity besies
Him" [Al-Araf: ©4]

The answer to this problem becomes clear when werrdae the
omitted predicate adjective in the words "Therends deity except
Allah". We say that these deities that are worskibpesides Allah,
they are (indeed) deities, but they are false egitiot true deities, and
they have no right at all to be worshipped. Thigasfirmed by the
saying of Allah:
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"That is because it is Allah alone Who is the Trugdiety),
and whatever they invoke besides Him, it is falseand
(because) it is Allah Who is the High, the Great.{Lugman: *+]

And it is also confirmend by the saying of Allah:
15 &l @@Y 5 25 (.QV@ ‘sf-ﬂ:\:&ﬂ\ 350 (W) LQJ,JJ;,.,U\” e
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"Now just ponder over (and tell me about) Al-Lat, and Al-
'‘Uzza (two idols of the pagan Arabs); and Manat, te other
third. Is it for you the males, and for Him the females? That
indeed is a division most unfair! They (i.e. thesdeities) are
but mere names which you have named - you and your
fathers - for which Allah has sent down no authoriy."
[An-Najm: Y4-Y¥]

And the words of Allah regarding Yuswf (that he said):

o

1.; \LF&JL)\Z_; L‘L;_,ié_;i.w AVA 37 JUA:)_):C.:\;%’

b”

[

{ ol

"You do not worship besides Him except mere nameshich
you have named - you and your fathers - for which #ah has
sent down no authority."[Yusuf: ¢+]

So, the meaning ofil Yi <1 Y» (There is no deity except Allah) is

that there is no deity who has the right to be Wwipsed except Allah,
the Almighty, the All-Powerful. As for those degeiwhich are
worshipped besides Him, their divinty - claimed Hyose who
worship - them is not true, i.e. it is false diwyniindeed, the true
Divinity is that of Allah, the Almighty, the All-Peerful.

# As for the meaning of the testimonytdl J .., 122 ob: it is an

affirmation in words, and belief in the heart thduhammad s/o
'‘Abdullah Al-Qurashi Al-HashimH is the Messenger of Allah to all
the creation among the jinn and mankind, as Al@Jss
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"Say (O Messenger): O mankind! Verily, I am the
Messenger of Allah to you all — (the messenger) &fim to
Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the réa
there is no (true) deity but He; He gives life andcauses
death. So believe in Allah and His Messenger (Muhamad

#), the unlettered Prophet who believes in Allah andHis

Words, and follow him so that you may be guided.”
[Al-Araf: YeA]

And He, the Most High says:
$0) 0 Sl 552 ol o SEANT 5 sl A5

"Blessed is He Who sent down the Criterion (of righ and
wrong, i.e. this Qur'an) to His slave (Muhammad) tlat he
may be a warner to all the worlds."[Al-Furgan: ]

This testimony necessitates that you believe theskleger in all
that he informs you, and that you implement his ©@nds, and stay
away from what he prohibited and condemned, antytba do not
worship Allah except in the way which he has leajisdl.

Also implied by this testimony, is that you do nmtlieve the
Messenger of Allah has any right in Lordship and ¢fovernance of
the universe, or that he has any right to be wppdd. Rather he is a
(God's) slave who is not worshipped, and a Messenp@ is not
belied, and he possesses no power to benefit on anself nor
anyone else, except as Allah wills, as He, the Mbgh says:
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"Say (O Messenger): | do not claim that with me arethe

treasures of Allah, nor do | know the unseen; nor d | say to
you that | am an angel. | only follow what is reveked to
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me." [Al-An'aam: ©:]

So, he is a slave who is commanded (by his Maatet)he follows
what he is commanded to do. Allah, the Most Higyssa
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"Say (O Messenger): | possess no power to cause ioarm,
nor to guide you.' Say: '‘None can protect against Wah (if |
were to disobey Him), nor can | find any refuge bedes
Him." [Al-Jinn: ¥)-YY]

And He, the Most Glorified says:
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"Say (O Messenger)" 'l posses no power of benefitrdharm
to myself, rather whatever Allah wills (happens). 11 had the
knowledge of the unseen, | should have secured fanyself
an abundance of wealth, and no evil should have tobed
me. | am but a warner, and a bringer of glad tiding unto
those who believe.'[Al-Araf: YAA]

This is the meaning of the testimony that noneasthy of worship
except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messengehliah. From
this explanation, you know that no one has thetriglbe worshipped
neither the Messenger of Allah nor any other cekdteing, and that
worship is not for anyone except Allah, the MosgliHalone.
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"Say (O Messenger): Verily, my prayer, my sacrifice my
living, and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of the worlds;
He has no partner (in that). And of this | have bee

commanded, and | am the first of the Muslims."[Al-
Anam; Y1Y-11Y]

And that the right of the Messenger (upon us) iagsign to him
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the status given to him by Allah, that he is Alkaklave and His
Messenger - may the Peace and Blessings of Allalpbe him.

Q.YA. How does the testimonyta llaha lllallah (There is
no true deity but Allah) include all types of Tawhd?

A. It includes all types of Tawhid either by consgal or by
implication. This is because when a person sayestlfy that there is
no (true) deity but Allah", it is immediately undésod that Allah's
sole right to be worshipped is intended, which mown asTawhid
Al-Uluhiyya And this in turn compriseSawhid Ar-Rububiyyah
because every person who worships Allah alone doedo so unless
he acknowledges His Oneness Rububiyyah (dominion and
governance). Likewise it compris@awhid Al-Asma' was-Sifafor a
person does not worship except the One whom he &kagvihaving the
right to be worshipped because of His (divine) Naraed Attributes.
Hence, Ibrahim said to his father:

£PEE e Y5 225 BV LA 0 iy
"O my father! Why do you worship that which hears not,

sees not, and avails you not in anythingMaryam: ¢¥]

As such, affirming Allah's sole right to be worgb&al comprises
the belief in the Onesess of Allah in His Lordskapd His Oneness in
His Names and Divine Attributes

Q.)%. What is the wisdom behind the creation of th@nn
and mankind?

A. Before speaking about this matter, | would ltkepoint out a
general rule regarding what Allah, the Almightyge till-Powerful
creates and what He legislates; and this rulekentérom His Words:

40 ST Sy
"And He is the All-Knowing, the Wise." [Al-Tahrim: ¥]
and His Words:
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"And Allah has (always) been All-Knowing, Wise."[An-Nisa: 1]
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And there are many other Verses which affirm AaWisdom in
whatever He creates, and in whatever He decreesenang (both)
the governance of the universe, and the religiegslation. There is
nothing devised by Allah except there is some wisdeehind it,
whether in the case of something being createdfat oot being
created. Similarly, there is nothing legislated Allah except for a
wise reason, whether be it an obligation, a proioibj or a
permission. However, the wisdom behind His univiessa legislative
decrees might be known to us, and it might be unknaor it might
be known to some of the people based upon the leugel and
understanding given to them by Allah.

This having been determined, we say that Allah ¢r@sted the
Jinn and the humans with a wise reason and forassgworthy
purpose. That purpose is that they worship HinH@$: has said:

{0 o2 V) Syl BT 23 Gy

"And | created not the jinn and mankind except that they
should worship Me (Alone)."[Adh-Dhariyat: %]

And He, the Most High says:
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"Did you think that We had created you in play (without
any purpose), and that you would not be brought bdcto
Us?" [Al-Mu'minun: Y1e]

And He, the Most High says:

"%@ s —L“u‘ u-«N‘ T%"

"Does man think that he will be left neglected (todo
whatever he likes without being taken to task)?"
[Al-Qiyamah: ¥1]

These, and other similar Verses prove that Allale, Most High
has a profound Wisdom in creating the jinn and nrahkand that is
to worship Him. Worship is "to humble oneself befdkllah out of
love and veneration, by acting upon His commandsasoiding what
He has prohibited in the manner dictated by Hisaéed legislation”.
Allah, the Most High says:
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"And they were not commanded but to worship Allah

devoting their service to Him alone, (and) being iclined
away (from all other deities towards Him)." [Al-Bayyinah: ]

So, this is the wisdom behind the creation of gma mankind and
accordingly, whoever rebels against his Lord antb& arrogant to
worship Him, he has forsaken this wisdom, and ra8oa bears
witness to (his belief) that Allah created the tain vain and
without purpose. And even though he might not askedge that, but
it is the undeniable implication of his rebellioess and his refusal to
obey his Lord.

Q. Y+. How can a person supplicate and not be answered
even though Allah says:

"Invoke Me, | will answer you." [Ghafir: 1+]?

A. All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worldsnd | send peace
and salutations upon our Prophet Muhammgdand upon all his

family and companions. | ask Allah, the Most Highgrant me and
my Muslim brothers success in attaining rightnesdelief, speech
and action.

Allah, the Almighty, the All-Powerful says:
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"And your Lord said: Invoke Me, | will respond to y our
(invocation). Verily, those who are too arrogant toworship
me, they will surely enter Hell disgraced!"[Ghafir: 1+]

The questioner says that he supplicated to AllghAlmighty, the
All-Powerful, but Allah did not answer his invoaati, and thus he is
confused about how to reconcile this with the noldese, in which
Allah has promised those who call upon him thatviteild answer
their supplication; and surely, Allah does not lrelis Promise.
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So, the answer to this is that there are prerdgsisihich should be
fulfilled for the prayer to be answered, and they. a

V. Sincerity towards Allah, the Most Glorified, tMost High i.e. a
person must be sincere in his supplication; he lshowrn towards
Allah with an attentive (and focused) heart, haviagourse to Him
earnestly, knowing that He - the Almighty, the Ribwerful - is able
to answer his invocation, and be hopeful for a @asp from Allah,
the Most Glorified, the Most High.

Y. That when supplicating, a person should feel treis in the
utmost want, rather: dire need of Allah, the Mosbriied, the Most
High. And that it is Allah alone Who responds te supplication of
the distressed when he calls upon Him, and religvesuffering. On
the other hand, if he supplicates Allah, the Alntyghthe All-
Powerful, while feeling that he is self-sufficiemind not in dire need
of Allah; and he supplicates as a mere routinay feh a person is
not worthy of being answered.

Y. That the one supplicating avoids consuming wkaHaram
(usury, stolen money etc.) because devouragam is an obstacle to
his supplication being answered. This is provetheyHadith narrated
in As-Sahih(of Imam Muslim) in which the Prophktsaid:
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"Allah is Good and He accepts only that which is gad. And
Allah commanded the believers as He commanded the
Messengers".For He, the Most High said:
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"O you who believe! Eat of the good things that Wehave
provided you with and be grateful to Allah if it is indeed He
Whom you worship."[Al-Bagarah: VY]

And He, the Most High said:
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"O Messengers! Eat of the good things and do rightais
deeds.”[Al-Mu'minun: @]
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The PropheH then mentioned a person who makes a long journey,
his hair unkempt and covered with dust; he lifs inds towards the
sky (invoking): 'O Lord! O Lord!" whereas his foeslHaram, and his
clothes areHaram, and he has been nourished wiaram The

Prophetéz said:
A J s j@»

"So how then can his supplication be answered?$"

So, the Prophét regarded it as unlikely that this man's prayet wil
be answered in spite of him having used all theaepg means
through which prayers are more likely to be ansaiefdose apparent
means are:

V. Raising the hands towards the heavens, i.e. ttsvAHah, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful because He is in the heas, above His
Throne. Extending out one's hand to Allah is onehaf means of
having one's prayer answered, as is shown by tlitHaarrated by
Imam Ahmad in hisusnad

/
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"Verily Allah is Bashful and Generous, He is embarassed
from turning His slave down empty-handed when he rses

his hands towards Him."(*)

Y. This man called upon Allah, the Most High by Hiame
"Ar-Rabb" (The Lord) saying: "O Lord! O Lord!" And invokingllah
by this Name is one of the means of having onefgpl&ation
answered. This is because is "The Lord" means treat@, the
Owner, and the Disposer of all affairs; in His Hard the keys of the
heavens and the earth. And this is why you find thast of the
supplications mentioned in the Noble Qur'an aréhizyName:
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(V) Reported by Muslim in the Book @fakah in the Chapter on the Virtue of Spending and
Charity.

(Y) Reportcd by Imam Ahmad in hislusnad (¢/¢YA); by Al-Tirmidhi in the Book of
Supplications Y{°°1); and by Ibn Majah in the Book of Supplication, ttne Chapter on
Raising the Hands in Supplicatiofm\(°).

| say: Thelsnadof this Hadith is weak, but is has been authelticerrated in Musnad Ahmed V) ¢)

as being the saying of the no8lehabi Salman Al-Farsi". [Translator's note]
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"Qur _Lord! Verily, we heard the call of one calling to Faith
saying: 'Believe in your Lord’, and so we believedQur
Lord! So forgive us our sins and remit from us our evil
deeds, and make us die with the righteous ones. Ouord!
Grant us what You promised unto us through Your
Messengers and disgrace us not on the Day of Resection.
Surely You never break (Your) Promise. So, their Lo
accepted of them (their supplication and answeredhem):
‘Never will | ruin the work of any worker amongst you, be

he male or female. You are (procreated) from one ather."
[Aal-e-'Imran: Y4Y-14e]

So invoking Allah, the Most High by this Name iseoonf the
means of having ones prayer answered.

Y. This man was travelling, and travel is - in moases - a means
of having ones supplication answered. This is b&eavhen a person
is on a journey, he feels that he is in need odlA\nuch more than he
does while being at his home with his family. "Higir is unkempt,
and he is covered in dust”, as if he does not aboeit himself, as if
the most important thing to him is to turn to Allahd invoke Him,
whatever his situation maybe, whether be he coveretlist and his
hair unkempt, or be he well groomed. Being coveredlust and
having the hair unkempt have a positive effect lom answering of
prayers. This is confirmed by the Hadith narratexinfthe Prophet
that Allah descends to the lowest heaven in therradon on Arafat
Day and boasts before the angels about those statidire. He says:
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"[Look at my slaves!] They have come to Me in the
scorching sun from deep mountain highways, with hai

unkempt and (their bodies) covered in dust.t)

() Reported by Ibn Khuzaimah in H&sheehl(YA<+) and by Ibn Hibban in hiSaheel{YAeY)
on the authority of Jabir. Muslim reported a simitat abridged narration in hi8aheeh
(YY£A) on the authority of 'Aisha.
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These means of having the supplication answereddati@vail this
person in the least. This is because his food éottes wereHaram
and his sustenance was fréfaram The Prophetl said:

18 z0s &L
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"So how then can his supplication be answered?"

Therefore, if these prerequisites of having they@ranswered are
not fulfilled, then the answer (to ones prayer)nseeanlikely. If they
are fulfilled and yet Allah does not answer a peis@rayer, it is
surely due to some wise reason known to Abahbut unknown to
that person. "It may be that you like a thing whigk{in fact) bad for

If despite having these prerequisites fulfilledaflldoes not answer
ones prayer, then it is either that Allah will &t repel from him a
calamity which is greater (and more important tiganng him what
he asked for), or He will store up his prayersHon so that He may
give him their multifold reward on the Day of Resation. This
(multifold reward) is because of the fact that thgerson who
supplicated fulfilling the conditions, and yet haswmnot answered, nor
any greater calamity was repelled from him, he kasen the
necessary steps and the answer (to his prayerswitlaseld due to
some wise reason, which is that he will be givemwea-fold reward,
one for his supplication and the second for thgady of it not being
answered. As such, a reward which is greater arreé generous (then
merely having his prayers answered) is reservedifor with Allah,
the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

It is also important that one should not be impstighile waiting
for his prayer to be answered, for this is also @inthe causes of it not
being answered. This is mentioned in tHadith reported from the
PropheH:

(Jad (G Fusy st
"The supplications of a person are answered as longs he is
not impatient.”

They asked: "How is one impatient, O Messenger kdh®" He
replied:

() A reference to Surat Al-Bagarah, verse?.
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"He says: | supplicated, and supplicated, and suppated,

but my supplications were not answered )

So, it is not fitting that a person be impatient fias prayer to be
answered and as such give up praying, and stofdisaipy. Rather
he should implore Allah earnestly and perseverindgtyr every
supplication which you make to Alla® is an act of worship which
brings you closer to Allals and increases your reward. Therefore,
my brother, you should supplicate to Allgh in all your affairs, be
they general or specific, simple or difficult. Evénthere was no
benefit in supplicating except that it is a form @orship and)
devotion to Allah, that alone would be a good erfougason for a
person to be keen about it.

Q. Y. What is the meaning ofikhlas (sincerity)? And what if a
person aims for something else by his worship, whad the ruling?

A. Ikhlas towards Allah means: "To worship Allah with theleso
intention of drawing closer to Hings and gaining access to His
heavenly Kingdom (i.e. Paradise)". If someone @elstomething else
by his worship, then the ruling varies as follows:

V. If he intends by doing acts of worship to drawselr to other
than Allah and to be praised by fellow creaturbentthis (intention)
renders the deed in vain and it becomes a typéiok.St is reported
in "As-Saheeh'{of Imam Muslim) on the authority of Abu Hurairah,
may Allah be pleased with him, that the PropgHetaid: "Allah, the
Most High has said:
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"I am the most independent from the need of any
partnership. If anyone performs a deed in which he
associates anyone else with Me, | shall abandon hiamd his

deed in which he has associated partneré.")

(V) Reported by Al-Bukhari in the Book of Invocations,the Chapter: The Worshipper is
Answered as Long as He is not Impatieht'{(*); and by Muslim in the Book of
Supplication and Remembrance of AllatyYe).

(Y) Reported by Muslim in the Book of Asceticism andft&ang of the Hearts, in the
Chapter: Whomever Associated Partners With AllaHisDeeds {3A®).
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Y. If he intends to achieve some worldly gain susHeadership,
status or wealth, instead of intending to get aldseAllah, then this
action of his is in vain and it does not bring kany closer to Allah, as
proven by His (divine) words:
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"Whosoever desires the life of the world and its gter, to
them We shall pay in full (the wages of) their deesltherein,
and they will have no diminution therein. They arethose for
whom there is nothing in the Hereafter but Fire, aml in vain
are the deeds they did therein. And fruitless is tt which
they used to do."[Hud: Ye-1]

The difference between this person and the firg @nthat the
former intends to be praised for worshipping Alléie Most High,
while the later does not desire to be praised fanrshipping Allah, nor
is it of any concern to him that people praise fonthat.

Y. If he intends to draw closer to Allah, while aldesiring to
achieve some worldly benefit thereby e.g. whenquering ablution,
he desires - in addition to his main intention afrghipping Allah - to
invigorate his body and clean it, and similarly dfyering prayers he
desires to exercise his body, and by fasting henag to lose weight
and cleanse his body of impurities, and by Hajdesires to see the
various sacred sites and the pilgrims = then thisrlfly desire)
lessens the reward of (hidkhlas Nevertheless, since his main
intention is to worship Allah, he will have only ssed the wholeness
(and perfection) of the reward, and he will notgodty of committing
any sin or wrongdoing. This is because of the gpyh Allah, the
Most High regarding the Hajj pilgrims:

O
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"There is no sin on you if you seek the bounty ofgur Lord
(by trading)." [A-Bagarah: ve] ()

(Y) This verse is regarding the pilgrims who tradedgpand conduct business transactions
during their pilgrimage.
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But if his objective is predominantly something @tlthan worship,
then he has no reward in the Hereafter, ratherdwsrd is only what
he achieves in this life. | fear that such a pelisaaso sinful because
he has made worship, which is the highest objectiveeans to attain
some wretched worldly aim. Thereby he is similatitose of whom
Allah says:
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"And of them are some who accuse you (O Muhammad)
regarding (the distribution of) the alms. If they ae given
part thereof, they are pleased, but if they are notgiven
thereof, behold! They are enraged.'fAl-Tawbah: °A]

In the Sunanof Abu Dawood it is reported on the authority of Abu
Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, that a msad:
"O Messenger of Allah! There is a man who wishesékeJihadand

he intends (by that) to gain some worldly berefit. The Prophet
said:

525

"There is no reward for him."
The man repeated his question three times and taxh the
PropheH replied:

SN

"There is no reward for him." M

In both the Sahih,it is reported on the authority of 'Umar bin
Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, that Prephet said:
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(V) i.e. he makes Jihad with the sole intention ofjuéring war spoils.

(Y) Reported by Abu Dawood in the Bookdiiad,in the Chapter: One Who Fights Seeking
Some Worldly Gain Y°)1). An-Nasa'i reported a similar narration on thehatity of
Abu Umamah (may Allah be pleased with him) in theoBof Jihad, in the Chapter: One
Who Fights Seeking (material) Returns and Famé ().
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"Whoever emigrated to attain some worldly benefit o to
marry a woman, then his emigration will be for that to

which he migrated."(\)

However, if both the intentions are equal, neitther intention of
worship is predominant, nor the intention of (soaigective) other
than worship, then the matter requires further ic@mation.
Nevertheless the most correct viewpoint is thatethe no reward for
him, just like the one who acts to please Allah emplease others.

The difference between this category and the afengioned one is
that the worldly objective is attained inadvertgrats a consequence of
doing (good) deeds, so (in the former case) thegoe(solely) aims
for that particular objective, (while in this cabe aims for God's
pleasure while knowing that he'll get other worldignefits as a

result)(".

If it is asked: What is the measure by which we rdayermine
whether his intention of worship is greater or hmention of
achieving some objective other than worship?

We say: The yardstick is that if he does not careahy objective
other than the worship (itself), (not bothering af)owhether that
objective is achieved or not, then it proves thHa intention of
worship is predominant, and vice versa.

In any case, the intention, which is the adfidmof the heart, is of
great importance, and its matter is very critical it could raise a

person to the level of thiddigeeri?) and it could diminish him to
the lowest of the low. One of the pious predecessaid: "I have not
struggled with myself over any matter more thart tifakhlas™ So,
we ask Allah to grant us and ydlhlas in our intentions and
righteousness in our deeds.

Q. YY. What is the way of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah
regarding hope and fear (of Allah)?

A. The scholars have differed regarding whether agreshould

(V) Reported by Al-BukhariY); and by Muslim in the Book of Governancé (V).

(Y) This Paragraph has been slightly rephrased tentainderstandable.

(%) In the original text: "Saying of the heart". Mgsobably a slip of the tongue.

(¢) Siddigeen: Those righteous people who are second to except the Prophets in their
honesty and sincerity.
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give precedence to hope over fear or vice versa.

Imam Ahmad, may Allah have mercy on him, said: "&gon's
fear and his hope should be equal; the fear shmatidbe greater than
the hope, nor the hope greater than the fear." iy Allah have
mercy on him (also) said: "If anyone of them outtei the other, the
person will be destroyed." This is because if tpehis greater, it

causes the person to feel secure against Allahts(fo] while if the
fear is greater, it will cause him to despair olahls Mercy.

Some of the scholars said: "Hope should be givengatence when
a person performs an act of obedience, while fieauls be dominant
when a person commits an act of disobedience." iSHigcause when
a person performs an act of obedience, he has ddm is
necessitated by having a good opinion (of Allalyd &o the hope
should be greater i.e. the hope of acceptancewBah he intends to
commit an act of disobedience, fear (of Allah) ddobe made
dominant so that he does fall into sin.

Others said: "A healthy person should fear moreleviai sick
person should hope more." This is because if the ilegreater in a
healthy person, he will avoid committing sins, whif the hope is
greater in a sick person, he will meet Allah whilelding a good
opinion of Him.

My opinion regarding this matter is that the cagteid according
to circumstances. So, if a person feels that ifdas is greater it might
make him despair of Allah's Mercy, he should couittand replace it
with hope; and if he fears that if his hope is tged will make him
feel secure against Allah's plot, then he shouldchter it by increasing
his fear. A person is in reality his own physiciarthis matter, as long
as his heart is alive; but as for the one whosethsalead and he
neither treats it nor cares about its conditiorgntithis matter is
unimportant to him.

Q. YY¥. Does undertaking the necessary means to achieve
an end nullify Tawakkul (reliance upon Allah)? During
the Gulf War some people undertook what they felt wre

(Y) The Shaykh is referring to the saying of AlléAre the people of these towns then secure
from the coming of Our punishment upon them by highile they are asleep? Or are the
people of the towns then secure from the comin@uf wrath upon them in the daytime
while they play? Are they then secure frétah's plot (to take them by surprise)? None
feels secure fromllah's plot save those who are the losers". [Al-A'Paf: V4]
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the necessary measures, while some of them abanddne
them, saying: 'We place our trust in Allah.’

A. It is an obligation upon the believer to attack lheart to Allah,
the Almighty, the All-Powerful and to sincerely yelupon Him in
bringing about what is beneficial and in repelliwhat is harmful,
because the kingdom of the heavens and the eaithtli® Hands of
Allah Alone, unto Him all matters are returned (tbgcision). Allah,
the Most High says:
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"And to Allah belongs the unseen of the heavens anthe
earth, and unto Him return all affairs (for decision). So,
worship Him and put your trust in Him. And your Lor d is
not unaware of what you do."[Hud: Y7

And Musa, peace be upon him, stidis people:
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"O my people! If you have (truly) believed in Allah, then in

Him put your trust, if you are really those who submit to

(Allah's will)." They said: 'In Allah we put our tr ust. Our

Lord! Subject us not to the persecution of the unjst folk.

And save us by Your Mercy from the disbelieving fit."
[Yunus: A¢-A1]

And Allah, the Most High says:
MR RN =Pl =

"And in Allah (Alone) let believers put their trust."

[Aal-Imran: Y1+]

And Allah, the Most High says:
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"And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He wil suffice
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him. Verily, Allah brings His command to pass. Inded
Allah has set a measure for all things.'[At-Talag: *]

Therefore it is an obligation for the believer tepend upon his
Lord, the Lord of the heavens and the earth andhaee a good
opinion of Him.

But he should undertake the necessary religious @mgbical
measures which Allah, the Most High has commandedailse
undertaking these means through which benefithgeaed and evil is
repelled, is a part of having faith in Allah, theod High and in His
Wisdom, and it does not contradict reliance on Wllaook at (the
example of) the master of those who rely upon Alldohammad the
Messenger of Allah: He used to undertake bothdbeslated spiritual
means and the material ones. He would seek retudgarhself before

sleeping by recitingurat Al-IkhlasandAl-Mu'awwidhataift'), and he
used to wear his armor when he went into battld,dug a trench
around Al-Madinah to protect it when the pagan edefates gathered
around it. Allah, the Most High has mentioned thos=sans by which
a person protects himself from the harm of war @agamong His
innumerous Blessings for which He deserves graitude said
regarding His Messenger Dawood:
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"And We taught him the making of coats of maifr), to
protect you from each other's fighting. Are you thea
grateful?" [Al-Anbiya: A+]

Allah commanded Dawood, peace be upon him, to rtfedm with
perfection and to make them full-length so thatytleeuld provide

greater protectiorﬁr)

Based upon this, there is nothing wrong for theimtants of those
countries which are close to conflict zones to takecautions by
using gas masks which prevent poisonous gases draaring their
bodies, and by using protective sealants whicherethe gases from
seeping into their houses, because these are méatisining safety

(V) Al-Mu'awwidhatain: Surat Al-Falag and Surat AnsNa

(Y) Mall is a type of armour consisting of small metags linked together in a pattern to
form a mesh.

(¥) Refer to Surat Saba, verse.
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from evil and protection from injury. There is also objection to
them storing up foods and other things which tresr they may need
and may not be able to find later on. The more revbe fear
becomes, the more the need for taking precautiosssa But it is
necessary that their dependence be upon Allahlthehty, the All-
Powerful and that they undertake these measurasdardance with
Allah's Law and His Wisdom, i.e. on the basis tthety are means
which Allah has permitted for them, not on the bahiat it is these
things themselves that bring benefits or repel lsamoreover, they
must thank Allah, the Most High, for making it easss well as
lawful, for them to benefit from such means.

And to Allah | pray that He protect us all from tleauses of
tribulations and destruction, and that He help g aur brothers to
achieve stronger faith in Him and reliance upon Hamd help us to
undertake the measures which Allah has permittedhé& manner
which pleases Him. Verily, He is the Most Magnanimpothe Most
Generous. And may peace and blessings be upon mphd,
Muhammad and upon his family and Companions.

Q. Y¢. What is the ruling on depending on the means (to
achieve an end)?

A. Depending upon means is of various types:

V- That which nullifiesTawhid from its core That is in the case
when a person depends upon something which couldoossibly
have any effect, and yet he depends upon it coeipleind ignores
Allah e.g. the dependence of the grave worshipperthe dead at the
time of affliction. This is majoShirk which removes a person from
the fold of Islam, and the ruling on the one whesld is mentioned
by Allah, the Most High in His Words:
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"Verily, whosoever associates (partners) with Allah then
Allah has forbidden Paradise to him, and the Fire Wl be his

abode. And for such wrongdoers there are no helpers[Al-
Maidah: VY]

Y- That he depends upon a correct, lawful meandevibrgetting
the originator (of those means), which is Allahe tdost High. This
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(also) is a form oBhirk,but it does not remove a person from the fold
of Islam, because he depended upon the (lawfulhsdaut he forgot
the One Who governs them, that is Allah, the MaghH

Y- That he (outwardly) depends upon the means jesalse they
are mere means, while his principal dependencepa WAllah. He
believes that the means are from Allah, and thatlgh wills He may
cut it off (so that it does not lead to the desiresult), and if He wills
He may cause it to remain effective; and (he bekgthat the means
have no effect on the Will of Allah, the Almightthe All-Powerful.
This does not nullifyffawhid,neither completely nor partially.

Even in the presence of correct lawful means apgraon should
not rely with his soul upon the means, but uporalAllAs such the
employee who with his heart relies entirely upos kalary, while
forgetting of the One Who causes (and governsi.&), Allah, has
committed a form oShirk. However, if he believes that his salary is a
(mere) means (of sustenance) and that the One Vibses (and
governs it) is Allah, then this does not contradiatvakkul(reliance
upon Allah)The Messenge used to undertake the necessary means
while (wholly) relying (with his heart) upon the ®&WWho Governs the
means, and that is Allah, the Almighty, the All-Ravul.

Q. Ye. What is the ruling on Rugyah(incantations)? And
what is the ruling on writing (Qur'anic) Verses andtying
them around the neck of the sick person?

A. There is no sin ifRugyahfor a sick person who is afflicted by

witchcraft or anything else, provided that it isrfr the Noble Qur'an,
or from other permissible supplications. It hasrbeenfirmed that the

Prophetig would reciteRuqyahover his Companions, may Allah be
pleased with them. Among tiRugyahavhich he used are:
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"Our Lord, Allah, Who is in (i.e. above) the heaven
Sanctified is Your Name; Your Command reigns suprera
throughout the heaven and the earth. As Your Mercyis in

the heaven, so place Your Mercy in the earth; sendown
mercy from Your Mercy, and a cure from Your Cure, upon
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this Ailment.” ()
And among the narrated supplications is:
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"With the Name of Allah | utter this Ruqgyah from every
ailment which may harm you, from the evil of everyperson
or from the envious eye; may Allah cure you, in Akh's

Name | utter this Rugyahover you."(*)

Moreover, a person may place his hand on the siteegain in his
body and say:

L PRI TP oS, 3 5%
G315 45T G 75 s 585 i 3 58D

"I seek refuge with Allah and His Power from the eVl of
what | find and what | fear." (")

Similarly, scholars have mentioned other supplaaiwhich have
been narrated in th&hadithof the Messenged.

As for the writing of Verses and invocations andavugg them, the
scholars have differed in this regard: some of thprmitted it and
some of them forbade it. The most correct opinienthat it is
forbidden because this has not been reported frmrPtophet. It
has only been reported that he used to recite theesick person. As
for tying Verses or supplications to the sick patsmeck or his hand,
or placing them under his pillow and the like, thers a prohibited
act according to the most authoritative opiniore ¢l the fact that it
has not been reported. Every person who makestarcaction as a
means of attaining something else, without permrssirom the
Islamic Law, then this action of his is a form $iiirk because he is
(out of his own whim) formulating something as lgemeans, while
Allah has not ordained it as a means.

(V) Reported by Abu Dawud in the Book of Medicine, e tChapter on the Method of
Rugyah(YA4Y) with a weaksnad

(Y) Reported by Muslim in the Book of Salutations, hie Chapter on Medicine, lliness and
Rugyah(YYA?).

(¥) Reported by Muslim in the Book of Salutations, ire tChapter: The Desirability of
Putting One's Hand on the Site of Pain and Suppig#¥Y-:Y).
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Q.Y1. DoesRuqyahnullify Tawakkul?

A. Tawakkulis the sincere reliance upon Allah, the Almightye t
All-powerful in procuring benefits and repellingrhg while at the
same time, undertaking the necessary means whidah Ahas
commandedTawakkuldoes not mean depending on Allah without
undertaking the necessary measures. In fact, demgemngbon Allah
without undertaking the necessary measures is spldany against
Allah & and His Wisdom because Allah has connected tleetsfto
their causes. Here a question arises: Who is thatest of people in
reliance upon Allah?

It is the MessengeH; and did he undertake necessary means to
protect himself from harm?

Yes, when he went into battle, he would wear artaoprotect
himself against arrows, and in the Battle of Uhbd, donned two
coats of armor. He did all of this in order to beegared for any
eventuality. So, undertaking necessary measures doé nullify
Tawakkul,as long as the person believes that these mearssngoéy
means, and that there is no effect in them excepillah, the Most
High's permission. Accordingly, tireuqyahof a person over himself
and over his sick brothers does not nullifpwakkul. It has been
authentically narrated that the Prophdt used to reciteAl-
Mu'awwdhatairasRugyahfor himself, and it has been confirmed that
he used to usRugyahto treat his Companions when they became ill.
And Allah knows better.

Q.YY. What is the ruling on wearing amulets and
talismans?

A. This issue - | mean the wearing of talismans amulets - is
divided into two types:

V- The thing worn is from the Qur'an. The scholao both the
early generations and the later generations haagked regarding it.
Some of them permitted it, considering that inisluded in the Words
of Allah, the Most High:
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"And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a helng
and a mercy to those who believe.[Al-isra: A
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and the Words of Him, the Most High:
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"(This is) a Book which We have sent down to you,ufl of
blessings."[sad: Y4]

And it is from its blessings, that it is worn taopect against evil.

And there are those who forbid it, saying: It hasleen confirmed
from the PropheHH that wearing them is a lawful means of repelling
evil or removing it, and the basic principle is Isunatters is that they
require (divine) sanction. This is the most autiadine view. So, it is
not permissible to wear talismans, even if they faven the Noble
Qur'an, nor is it permissible to place them undergillow of the sick
person, or to hang them on the wall or the likethRaone should
either supplicate for the patient or make directtation over him, as
the Prophel used to do.

Y- The thing worn is from something other than theb Qur'an,
whose meaning is not understood. This is not peibies in any
condition, because what is written is not knowng @ome people
write charms and complicated things, interwoverietst that are
almost impossible to understand or to read. Suiclyshare forbidden
innovations, and they are not allowed in any cirstance. And Allah
knows best.

Q. YA, Is it permissible to write some Qur'anic Verses
(such asAyat Al-Kursi) upon eating and drinking vessels
in order to treat oneself?

A. We should know that the Book of Allah, the Alrhtg, the All-
Powerful is more elevated and sanctified than tontstreated in this
manner, or to be degraded to this level. How caelever be happy
to place the Book of Allah, the Almighty, the AlbRerful and the
greatest Verse in the Book of Allah, which Ayat Al-Kursi,in a
vessel from which he drinks, and which is mistrdassd tossed
around in the house, and the children play withTiere is no doubt
that this act is forbidden that it is an obligatigmon anyone who has
such vessels to remove these Verses which areem by going to a
craftsman who can erase them. If this is not péssiben it is an
obligation upon him to dig a hole for them in aarieplace and bury
them. But that he should continue to allow thenbéodegraded and
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abused by the children who drink from them and piéti them, then
(he should know that) seeking a cure in this marires not been
reported from the righteo&alaf,may Allah be pleased with them.

Q. Y4. In some countries, the students in Islamic schaol
learn that the way of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'ahis:
Belief in the Names of Allah and His Attributes, wihout
distorting their meaning, without denial, without
explaining their state of being, and without likenng
them (to human traits). And is the division of Ahlus-
Sunnah wal-Jama'ahinto two categories (i) the school of
Ibn Taimiyyah and his disciples and (ii) the schoobf Al-

Ashatiraht) and the Maturidiyyah®™ a correct division?
And what should be the view of a Muslim regarding e

scholars who makeTawil™ (of Quranic Verses and
Prophetic Ahadith)?

A. There is no doubt that what is learnt in theogd$, that the way
of Ahlus-Sunnatis: "Belief in the Names of Allah and His Attribste
without distorting their meaning, without denialjtout explaining
their state of being, and without likening them lftaman traits)" = is
in total conformity with the creed @&hlus-Sunnalas proven by their
books, both detailed and summarized. Moreoves ihé truth which
conforms to what is said in the Book (of Allah)etBunnah and the
sayings of thesalaf It also in accord with correct contemplation and
the rational mind. It is not our intention to enuate the individual
evidences for this, as this was not requested enqgtiestion; we are
only answering what was asked, and that is thesidini of Ahlus-
Sunnah wal-Jama'aimto two groups represented by two schools:

One of Them: The school of Ibn Taimiyyah and higdshts who
forbade interpreting the evidences (of the Qur'ad @unnah with

(V) Al-Asha'irah Named after Abul-Hasan Al-Ash'aiY¢ h.). Its adherants deny most of the
Attributes of Allah, indulging in theological rheto and debate. Ironically, Abul-Hasan
refuted most of his earlier beliefs before he déel embraced the beliefs 8hlus-
Sunnah wal-Jama'aRef. his final work: Al-Ibanah).

(Y) Al-Maturidiyyah A sect named after Abu Mansur Muhammad Al-Matu¢d Y'Y h.).
TheMaturidiyyahcreed is quite similar to that 8f-Asha'irah

(¥) Ta'wil: Interpretation. Here it refers to an incorredeipretation, i.e. when the likes of
Asha'irah alter and distort the meanings of theindivtexts in order to make them
conforming to their own beliefs.
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meanings other their apparent meanings..

The Other: The school of thsha'irahand theMaturidiyyahwho
require that the Names of Allah and His Attribubesexplained with
meanings other than their apparent ones.

We say: It is well known that between these twoosththere is a
clear differing in their ways of understanding reedtrelated to the
Names and Attributes of Allah. The scholars offire school affirm
the obligation to understand the evidences reltdetthe Names and
Attributes of Allah according to their apparent miegs, at the same
time negating that which Allah must be absolvedmirosuch as
likening (of His attributes to those of humans) explaining how
(their specific nature is). On the other hand, pheponents of the
second school consider it an obligation to intdrghe evidences
regarding the Names and Attributes of Allah by eeihg them away
from their apparent meanings. As such these twhspate entirely
different, and their differing is clear from thdléawing example:

Allah, the Most High says:
I Bt

"Nay, both His Hands are widely outstretched. He spnds
(of His bounty) as He wills."[Al Maidah: ¢%]

And He says, reporting His rebuke iblis when he refused to
prostrate to Adam in obedience to his Command:
§ &30 CAL W S S A 28 06
"(Allah) said: O Iblis! What prevents you from prostrating
yourself to the one whom | have created with my owrtwo
Hands." [sad: v¢]

And the scholars of the two schools have differegarding the
meaning of the "two Hands" which Allah, the MostgHi has
confirmed for Himself.

Those belonging to the first school said: The appameaning
must remain, and the existence of two real Handst l@ confirmed
for Allah, in a manner befitting Him.

Those belonging to the second school said: Therappaneaning
must be altered, and it is forbidden to confirm #xéstence of two
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real Hands for Allah, the Most High. Then they diffd as regards to
how their meaning should be interpreted; as "sttény "blessing".

From this example, it is clear that the paths eftino schools are
different and incompatible and it is not possildedmbine them both
in one attribute, which i$Ahlus-Sunnah".

Therefore, the description éfhlus-Sunnammust fit to only one of
them, and not the other, and we shall judge betwteem with
fairness, and weigh them both with the scales siiga i.e. with the
Book of Allah, theSunnathof His Messenge, and the sayings of the
Companions and those who faithfully followed themmomgst the
Salafof the (Muslim) community and their Imams.

There is nothing in the aforementioned scales (stige) that
proves in any manner - explicit or implied - whhae tsecond school
claims. Rather, in these scalbere is evidence that is either explicit
or implicit of what the first school claims. Accandly, the attribute
of Ahlus-Sunnalbelongs exclusively to them, and the second school
does not share it with them, otherwise it would wgust and an
attempt to merge two complete opposites (undenglesilabel); and
injustice is forbidden in Islam while reconcilingvd opposites is
logically unattainable.

As for the claim of the second school (those whéera'wil) that
there is nothing wrong in makinba'wil of the Names and Attributes
of Allah, as long as it does not contradict anyalezyidence.

We say: Merely diverting the meaning of the wordsnf their
apparent ones without any supporting evidencesgificontradicts the
evidences; and to do so amounts to speaking abtah Avithout
knowledge, and Allah, the Most High has forbidddérattin His
Words:

Lt w sl
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"Say (O Muhammad HA): The things that my Lord has indeed
forbidden are indecent acts whether committed opegl or
secretly, sins (of all kinds), unrighteous oppressn, and that
you associate with Allah that for which he has serdlown no
authority, and that you say concerning Allah that wich you
know not." [Al-A'raf: *Y]
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and His Words:
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"And pursue not that of which you have no knowledgeVerily,
the hearing, the sight, and the heart, regarding edn of these
will you be questioned (by Allah).'[Akisra: ¥4

And those who distort the meanings of Allah's Nanmxl
Attributes, they have no (authentically) transndtienowledge nor
any rational logic to support their interpretatioi®iey have nothing
(to cite as evidence) except self contradictory gmiags which
inadvertently imply greater imperfections in Allaldivine Self, His
Attributes and His Revelation, than the imperfetsiovhich they
claim would result from confirming them in theirggrent meanings;
and this is not the place to speak extensively athaa.

All that is intended is to make it clear that thescription ofAhlus-
Sunnahmay not be given to two groups which differ comeletin
their way of thinking. The only one which deserités the one whose
sayings agree with thBunnah;and there can be no doubt to anyone
who examines their beliefs with knowledge and intiphty that those
who belong to the first school are more deserving tloe
aforementioned description than those of the semiobol (those
who makeTa'wil). Therefore, it is not correct to dividehlus-Sunnah
into two categories; rather they are one group.

As for citing as the evidence the words of Ibn AWZi on this
matter, we say: The sayings of the scholars cabaopresented as
evidence, rather their sayings themselves are éa ¢ evidence. As
such, the saying of one scholar is not evidencenagshe rest of
them.

As for their claim that Imam Ahmad madla'wil in the Hadith:

1% bl e il G 5T 5 &l
"Verily, the hearts of human beings are between twoof
Ar-Rahmaris fingers."
And the Hadith:

S0 5.0
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"The Black Stone is the right Hand of Allah in theearth.”
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and the Words of Allah, the Most High:
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"And He is with you wherever you may be."[Al-Hadid: ¢]

We say: It has not been authentically reported flovam Ahmad,
may Allah have mercy on him, that he mab&wil of the above-
mentioned twdAhadith.

Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taimiyyah, may Allah have meosyhim, said
in Al-Fatawa(°:Y4A) in the collection of Ibn Qasim: As for what was
reported by Abu Hamid Al-Ghazali, that Imam Ahmad dot make
Ta'wil except in three things:

(o331 G Gt 35580 J2dD

"The Black Stone is the right Hand of Allah in theearth."

and

R ol s ) S 3Gl Sl
"The hearts of the sons of Adam are between two dhe

Fingers of the Most Beneficent.”
and

(G 3 b o 5 S
"Verily, | find the Spirit of the Most Beneficent in the

direction of Yemen."

This report is a lie against Ahmad; no one hasstratted it from
him with an authentic chain of narrators, and iha known that any
of his companions transmitted it from him.

As for the Words of Allah, the Most High:

S W ke
"And He is with you (by His Knowledge) wheresoeverou
may be."[Al-Hadid: ¢]

Imam Ahmad did not mak&a'wil of it; he only explained it by one
of its essential attributes, which is Knowledge, reply to the
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JahmiyyaH,’) who explained it in a manner which contradicted its
true meaning, claiming that it necessitates théebéhat Allah, the
Most High is in every place in His Person Exaltedlilah above what
they claim. So he, may Allah have mercy on him,laxed that His
being with them here means that He encompassegsdh@on by His
Knowledge of them. This is because being with sbimgt or
someone does not necessitate its physical presgnoeing with it.
Rather it must be understood in each place acaprinits context;
this is why we say: He gave me milk with water tinkl. And it is
said: | prayed with the congregation. And it isds&o-and-so's wife is
with him. In the first example, associating and imgxis necessarily
understood, while in the second example, shariegsdme place and
the same deed must be understood, without mixind;ia the third
example, accompanying must be understood, everglththey may
not share the same place or action. Once it ig thed the meaning of
being with something or someone differs accordmglhat is annexed
to it, and it is not possible to say that it nedesss associating and
mixing, or sharing the same place, because it pogsible to attribute
that to Allah, the Almighty, the All-Powerful, due the fact that it is
confirmed that He is in no way similar to them dhd fact that He is
far above them. Therefore, He is with us and Hevir His Throne,
above the heavens, because He encompasses usisvitméivledge,
His Omnipotence, His Authority, His Hearing, HiseSey and His
Organizing the affairs of the creation and othettema necessitated by
His Lordship. So, if a commentator explained it aseaning
Knowledge, he has not exceeded what is necessitgtédand he is
not thereby guilty ofTa'wil, except, at any rate, to those who
understand being with someone or something as mgaharing the
same place or associating and mixing. And we h&ready said that
this is not necessarily so in all cases. This @gavhat has been
transmitted from Imam Ahmad concerning the (supgp3e'wil of
these three evidences.

As for looking at the texts themselves, we have tragad above
that there is nda'wil in the Noble Verse, if a commentator explained
it as meaning knowledge, because that is a partvidit must
necessarily be understood by it, it is not a formdstorting its
meaning from what must be understood by it.

As for theHadith:

(V) Jahmiyyah Named after its founder, Jahm bin Safwan, alemiyyahmovement denied
all of the Names and Attributes of Allah.
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"Verily, the hearts of the sons of Adam are betweertwo of
the Fingers of the Most Beneficent are like one hesand He
does with them as He wills."

It was narrated by Muslim in hi8ahih,in the Bookof Al-Qadarin
the third Chapter, number, pageY - ¢°; and there is nda'wil in it,
according taAhlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'akince they confirm belief in
the Fingers of Allah, the Most High in a mannerittiey Him, and
the fact that our hearts are between two Fingees ¢t necessitate
that they are touching the hearts. This is bec#uselouds are held
between the heavens and the earth and they néihen the sky nor
the earth; likewise, the hearts of the sons of Adam between two
Fingers of the Most Beneficent and it does not ssitate that they are
touching them.

As for theHadith:
(o331 G 4 Gt 35580 324
"The Black Stone is the right Hand of Allah in theearth.”

Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taimiyyah said regarding it Al-Fatawa,
(7:¥4V) in the compilation of Ibn Qasim: It has been ated from the
Prophet with an unauthentic chain of narratorswahdat is well known
is that it is from Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleaseith them, who
said: 'The Black Stone is the right Hand of Allahthe earth, so
whoever touched it and kissed it, it is as if hd bhaken Allah's right
Hand and kissed it." So he restricted it to beingearth and not in
every place and he says: 'the right Hand of Allathe earth," and the
ruling on a restricted wording is different fromnsething general and
unrestricted. And he said: 'so whoever toucheddt kissed it, it is as
if he had shaken Allah's right Hand and kissedAind it is well
known that being similar to something is not thensaas being
identical to it.

| say: Accordingly, theHadith is not speaking of the Attributes of
Allah, the Most High whose meanings have been obérigpm the
apparent meanings, therefore there igawvil in it al all.

As for their claim that there are two schools: @hthem known as
the school of Ibn Taimiyyah, we say that the atttidn of this school
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to Ibn Taimiyyah is in order to claim that no orefdye him said these
things. This is wrong, because the beliefs heldboyTaimiyyah are
those which were held by the righteobalafand the Imams of the
(Muslim) nation, and it was not he who introducéids tschool, as
claimed by the one who says this, and who wisheseby to
minimize its importance and Allah is the One Whas&ed for Help.

As for our position regarding those scholars whaega'wil, we
say. Any of them who was known to have a good ti@nand who
contributed positively to the religion and who @lled theSunnahis
excused, due to his having exerci3edwil for some reason (which he
saw as justifiable). However, his being excuseddud mean that his
path was not wrong, that is the method contrarythat of the
righteous Salaf which was to understand them according to their
apparent meaning, and to believe what that appaneahing proved,
without trying to explain how, and without compans

It is necessary to differentiate between the rubnga saying, and
on the one who said it, and between a deed andotige who
performed it. So, if an incorrect statement emanftam the exercise
of ljtihad and a good intention, then the one who said ibtshlamed
for it. Indeed, he has a reward for Hjihad, according to the

statement of the Prophgt:

o

«j.;ﬁ:@fk;?;f.xp’:f@& <1305 @l}?iﬁ@l.’a?@f *fééglil K& 13D

"If a judge makes a ruling and he exercises ljtihadtherein),
and he is correct, then he has two rewards; but iie makes a
ruling and exercise ljtihad (therein) and he is wrang, then he

has one reward."")

But as for him being described as astray, if weaiheant by it is
that he is completely astray, for which the persordescribed is held
blameworthy and which is hated, then this desanpis not applied to

this Mujtahidm who is known to have had a good intention,
contributed positively to the religion, and follogvheSunnah.

But if what is intended by being astray is that iginion

(V) Reported by Al-Bukhari in the Book of Holding Fast the Book (of Allah) and the
Sunnahin the Chapter: The Reward of the Judge Who BEestjitthad and He is Correct
or Wrong {v°Y)) and by Muslim in the Book of Judgements, in thefiZ&ia Explanation
of the Reward of the Judge When He exerdigigad (V) 1).

(Y) Mujtahid: One who exereisdgihad.
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contradicts the correct view, without indicatingtéby censure of the
one who holds it, then there is no objection ta,th@cause such a
person as this is not completely astray. Regartliagmethod, he is
correct, since he has striven to the utmost ofhibty to arrive at the
truth, but as regards the result (of hithad) he is astray, since he has
contradicted the truth.

And by this detailed explanation, doubts and weraee removed.
And Allah is the One Who is asked.

Q. Y. What is the belief of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah
regarding the Names and Attributes of Allah? And wiat
Is the difference between a Name and an AttributeAnd
does confirming the Name necessitate confirming the
Attribute? And does confirming the Attribute necess-
tate confirming the Name?

A. The belief ofAhlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'aegarding the Names
and Attributes of Allah is to confirm the Names ahitkibutes which
Allah has confirmed for Himself, without distortindpe meaning,
without negating it, with explaining how and with@omparison.

The difference between a Name and an Attributbas &4 Name is
something by which Allah has named Himself, andAdimibute is
something by which Allah has described Himself #émete is a clear
difference between them.

A Name is considered to be an appellation by whdah, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful is known, and which impé an Attribute;
and confirming a Name entails confirming the Atitdy, for example:

& < sil (T
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"Verily, Allah is Ghafoor (the Most Forgiving), Raheem (the
Most Merciful)."
and the Name:

s A7
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"Ghafoor."

necessitates confirming the Attribute of Forgivenewhile the
Name:
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"Raheem."
necessitates confirming the Attribute of Mercy.

But confirming an Attribute does not necessitataficming a
Name, for example, the Attributef Al-Kalam (speech) does not
necessitate that we confirm for Allah the narAéMutakallim (the
Speaker); and based upon this, the Attributes eratgr in number,
because every Name necessitates an Attribute,dbgvery Attribute
necessitates a Name.

Q. ¥). Are the Names of Allah, the Most High limited?

A. The Names of Allah are not limited to a certaumber, and the
evidence for this is the saying of the Propfetin the authentic

Hadith:
il 595 8 135 858 ) 4l
"Oh, Allah! | am Your slave and the son of Your mak and

female slaves.”
up to his words:
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"l ask You by every Name which is Yours, by which Yu
have called Yourself, or which You have revealed irYour

Book, or which You have taught to one of Your cread
beings, or which You have concealed in the Knowledgof

the unseen which is with You.¢")

And that which Allah has concealed in the Knowledzfethe
unseen cannot be known, and what is not knowntiimaed.

As for the words of the Prophgt:

() Reported by Ahmad\(¥4))
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"Allah has ninety-nine Names; whoever enumerated (&
believed in) them will enter Paradise.¢")

The meaning of this is not that He has no Namegpmixthese
Names; but its meaning is that whoever enumerdieset ninety-nine
Names from among His Names will enter Paradis€oAs

"whoever enumerated (and believed in) them,"

It is a completion of the first sentence, and rfu¢ start of a
separate sentence. Similar to this is the sayintpefArabs: | have a
hundred horses; | have prepared themJibadin Allah's Cause. The
meaning is not that he has no horses other thae thendred; rather
these hundred have been prepared for this thing.

Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taimiyyah, may Allah have meary him, has
reported that there is agreement among the schail&tadith that the

Prophet £ enumerating and mentioning them has not been
authentically reported.

He has spoken the truth, may Allah have mercy om, land the
evidence for that is the immense differing whichsex over these
Names. Those who have tried to authenticatdthaith have said that
this is a momentous matter, because they (i.eethiesnes) lead to
Paradise and so the Companions, may Allah be pleagd them,

would not have failed to ask higg to identify them, which proves

that they were identified by him. But the answetHis is that it is not
necessarily so, and if it were so, these ninetg-MNlames would have
been more well known than the sun and they woulde hiaeen
transmitted in theTwo Sahihsand in other collections ofladith,
because there is a need for it and its preservatinacessary. So, how
has it not been transmitted except through a wéalkncof narrators

and in differing forms®) (The answer is that) the Prophgt did not

(V) Reported by Al-Bukhari in the Book of Conditions,tire Chapter: What Conditions are
Permissible YY¥1) and by Muslim in the Book of Remembrance and Sappbn, in the
Chapter Regarding the Names of Allah, the Most Higd the Virtue of One Who
Enumerates Then¥{VYY).

(Y) Meaning, the list of ninety-nine Names referredrt some of the narrations of the above-
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identify them for a very profound reason, whichthst the people
search for them and examine them in the Book o&lAland the

Sunnahof His Messengegz so that those who earnestly endeavor be
clearly distinguished from those who do not.

The meaning of enumerating them is not that thegulsh be
written on a piece of paper until they are memakjzeather the
meaning of that is:

\-To be accustomed to pronouncing them.
Y-To understand their meanings.

Y-To worship Allah by what they necessitate; andéhare two
aspects to this:

a) To supplicate Allah by them, according to thertigoof Allah,
the Most High:

AT
"so call on Him by them."[Al-Araf: vA+]

making them the means to your request, so you dhcubose a
suitable Name for your request: (For example,) wigen ask for
forgiveness, sayya Ghafoor{Oh, Most Forgiving)! Forgive me. And
it is not fitting that you should say:a Shadeed Al-lgaf®h, Severe in
Punishment)! Forgive me. In fact, this resemblegintpjest. Rather
you should say: Grant me protection from Your Plumsnt.

b) To implement what is necessitated by these Namegour
worship: So, what is necessitated by the N&m&aheem(the Most
Merciful) is mercy, therefore, you should perforhe trighteous deed
through which the Mercy of Allah will be attainedhis is the
meaning of enumerating them, and the matter beang & worthy of
being the price for entering Paradise.

Q. YY. What is the belief of theSalaf regarding Allah, the
Most High's 'Uluww (Exaltedness)? What is the ruling
on those who say that He is not within the six dii@ions
(i.e. up, down, left, right, back and front) and trat He is

mentionedHadith. The point here is that all of the versions of tiadith that list the
Names are not authentic, although the part merdibeee is.
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in the heart of the believer?

A. The belief of theSalaf may Allah be pleased with them, is that
Allah, the Most High is above the His creatureslia Self, and Allah,
the Most High has said:
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"(And) if you differ in anything amongst yourselves refer it

to Allah and His Messenger &), if you believe in Allah and

in the Last Day. That is better and more suitable dr final
determination." [An-Nisa: 4]

and He, the Most High says:
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"And in whatsoever you differ, the decision thereofis with
Allah." [Ash-Shura:? +]

and He, the Most High says:
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"The only saying of the faithful believers, when tley are
called to Allah (His Words, the Qur'an) and His Mesenger

#g), to judge between them, is that they say: 'We heand

we obey. ' And such are the successful (who wilvk forever
in Paradise). And whosoever obeys Allah and His Mesnger

), fears Allah, and keeps his duty (to Him), suchre the
successful.[an-Nur; #1-2¥]
and He, the Most High says:
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"It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allahand His
Messenger{&) have decreed a matter that they should have

any option in their decision. And whoever disobey#llah
and His Messenger &), he has indeed strayed into a plain

error." [Al-Ahzab" *1]
and He, the Most High says:
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"But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, unti they

make you (O Muhammad#g) judge in all disputes between

them, and find in themselves no resistance againgtour
decisions, and accept (them) with full submissionjAn-Nisa:“¢]

When it is clear that the believers' way, when glisament occurs,

is to refer to the Book of Allah, the Most High attnd Sunnahof His

Messengeré& and to hear and obey, and not to choose a judgemen

from some other source, and that faith is not aglieexcept in this
way, without causing difficulty and with completeksnission; for

departure from this way will result in what Allalestribes thus:
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" And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger

(Muhammad &) after the right path has been shown clearly

to him, and follows other than the believers' wayWe shall
keep him in the path he has chosen, and burn him iRlell —
what an evil destination!"[An-Nisa; 11 ¢]

Based upon this then, when one investigates théemat Allah,

the Most High'sUluww by His Self over His creation after referring it
to the Book of Allah and th8unnahof His Messengeg, it becomes
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clear that the Book (of Allah) and ti&unnahprove clearly in all
senses, the meaning that Allah is Above the creatith His Self,
using many different expressions, including:

Y-The clear declaration that Allah is above the le@ay above His
creation, as in the Words of Allah, the Most High:
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"Or do you feel secure that He, Who is over the hean
(Allah), will not send against you a violent whirlwnd? Then

you shall know how (terrible) has been My Warning.'tAl-
Mulk” Y]

When sayindRugyahfor the sick, the Prophek said:

"Our, Allah, Who is above the Lord heavens."

up to the end of theladith(") He & also said:
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"By Him in Whose Hand is my soul, whenever a man dks

his wife to his bed and she refuses him, He Who above the
heavens will be angry with her until he(the husbanjis

pleased with her." ("

The clear declaration that Allah, the Most HighAisove, such as
in the Words of Him, the the Most High:
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"And He is the Irresistible (Supreme), above His slves."[Al-
AnamP:)A]

(V) The details of its reference have already beemtiored under questiotr.

(Y) Reported by Al-Bukhari in the Book of the BeginnirfgQreation, in the Chapter: If Any
of You SaysAmeenand the Angels in the Heavens Sayeen(YYYV) and by Muslim in
the Book of Marriage, in the Chapter on the Protohitof Her Refusing to go to Her
Husband's Bed'¢°1) and the wording is that of the latter.
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And the Words of Him, the the Most High:
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"They fear their Lord above them." [an-Nahl: -]
And the words of the Prophgg.

«,&@;y,&uﬂ,dwyow,yawdws&m\ 5 LL))
"When Allah completed the creation. He wrote in HisBook
which is with Him on His Throne, My Mercy surpassesVly
Anger."(\)

Y. The clear declaration of things ascending to Mlland
descending from Him; and ascending can only be ridsvaomewhere
higher, and descending can only be from somewhgtesh as in the
Words of Allah, the Most High:
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"To Him ascend (all) the goodly words, and the rigkeous
deeds exalt it."[Fatir: 1]

And His Words:
eéfu\c,)\, Asza,.i’.ﬁ” i

"The angels and the Ruh [Jibrail (Gabriel)] ascend to
him." [A-Ma‘arij: ]

And His Words:
£ )25 % N Q| T < JNTR

"He manages and regulates (every) affair from the davens
to the earth; then it (affair) will go up to Him." [As-Sajdah:¢]

(V) Reported by Al-Bukhari in the Book of the BeginninfgQyeation, in The Chapter: What
Has Been Said Concerning the Words of Allah:
A EES R 5

"And He it is Who originates the creation, then Wil repeat it." Surat Ar-RumY¥::YV)
(¥ 4¢) and by Muslim in the Book of Repentance, in the f@&aon the Extensiveness of
Allah, the Most High's Mercy and That it Overpoweklis Anger Vo)),
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And the Words of Allah, the Most High in the Nol@Qeir'an:
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"Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or bemd it, (it
is) sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise(Allah
Josx)-[Fussilat: £ ]

The Qur'an is the Speech of Allah, the Most HighHa, the Most
Glorified says:
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"And if anyone of the Mushrikun (polytheists, idolaters,
pagans, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah) seelsur
protection then grant him protection so that he mayhear the
Word of Allah." [At-Tawbah: 1]

And if the Noble Qur'an is His Speech, and it istsdown from
Him, that proves th