THE BOOK OF IMAN (FAITH)

which Allah has made obligatory on His
servants, based on the Noble Qur'an and
the Prophetic Sunnah.

(It is a book that comprises all the fundamentals and key issues
related to creed. It links issues of creed to the Noble Qur’an and
the pure Sunnah. It also presents the principles of creed in a brief
and comprehensive manner, using simple phrases and clarifying
creedal issues. The book is free from theological and
philosophical topics.)




ISLAM
HOUSE
@com

S ©

ollwill sgiaall CLDJJ_U] Dlg_j Og_]_}_” dieon p_\l_uu‘“ Jll

2 04l wg LI;LJ opiiig Jlapylio dclub ol
Al 6 pueill oacg Janall )l 6)Libyy ol il

e Telephone: +966114454900
@ ceo@rabwah.sa

© P.0.BOX: 29465

Q RIYADH: 11557

@ www.islamhouse.com



Introduction

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful

Praise be to Allah, Who revealed the Book to His servant and
made in it no crookedness. | bear witness that there is no god but
Allah, alone, with no partner; to Him belongs the dominion and all
praise, and He is Able to do all things; and | bear witness that
Muhammad is His servant and Messenger and the one entrusted
with His revelation.

To proceed; the science of creed is the noblest and most sublime
of all sciences, for it speaks about the noblest One - Allah Almighty -
and the noblest objective, i.e. belief in Him and His Oneness, and
the noblest outcome, which is to see the Almighty Lord in the abode
of bliss, follow the noble Prophet, and adhere to the straight path.
Hence, we wanted to author a book that comprises the issues of
creed and from which we derive guidance from the Book of Allah
and the Sunnah of His Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him), away from the newly- introduced theological terms,
definitions, pillars, and conditions. We present the book for the
benefit of everyone: the knowledgeable and the seekers of
knowledge in universities and elsewhere, as well as ordinary
Muslims.

The reason behind authoring this book:

Our righteous predecessors made great efforts in clarifying the
correct creed, explaining the opposite creed, and responding to
opponents. This book aims at making the books of our predecessors



clearer and easier to understand for the seekers of knowledge and
ordinary Muslims. We have collected creedal issues in one
comprehensive book and restricted the content to affirming the
sound creed, without engaging in responses to the incorrect ones.
We have also been keen to write the book in simple and clear
words, and arrange it in a good objective order. By this, we hope to
achieve two goals: helping make the writings of the earlier scholars
clearer and easier to understand, and fulfilling a key need in the
creedal library, namely providing a book easy in wording and
comprising all issues related to the creed.

Our approach in authoring the book:

We present the Qur'anic verses and Hadiths related to any of the
creedal issues and derive our approach in this book from them.

We review all the topics in the books on creed, including the
isnads (chains of transmission), matns (texts), and the sharhs
(commentaries) on matns. This is to make sure that the creed we
have derived from the verses and Hadiths comprises the
information written down by the authors of the books of creed.

If a creedal issue occurs in the noble Qur’an or the Sunnah in one
certain way, we cite only one or two proofs mentioning this issue.
Yet, if a creedal issue is mentioned in the Qur’an or the Sunnah in
various ways, like the attribute of speech, exaltedness, the hand,
the believers seeing their Lord during the tumult of the Day of
Judgment and in Paradise, we are committed to cite the proof for
every way in which it is mentioned, and we do not have to include
all relevant texts.



We may be obliged to include some aspects related to one issue in
one chapter and then repeat and complete them in another
chapter. For example, we cited the texts on creating the angels in
the chapter of creation and then talked about them again in the
book of belief in angels. Likewise, we cited in the chapter of belief in
the existence of Allah some verses pointing to His existence, and
these same verses may appear in the chapter of lordship, given the
similarity of the topics. In the chapter of belief in the existence of
Allah, the purpose is to present the proofs for the existence of our
Lord, which atheists deny. Meanwhile, in the chapter of lordship,
the purpose is to establish the lordship that entails Allah's divinity,
over which polytheists argue. We may also cite a certain verse or
Hadith in more than one place, depending on the relevant
perspective and need.

When needed, we may report the statements of earlier scholars
that clarify the intended meaning of a certain verse or Hadith, only
taking what reveals the correct opinion, without mentioning
misconceptions or opposing views, lest a learner may be affected by
misconceptions or satiated with the opposing views before this
knowledge can take hold in his heart and mind. We hope this will
protect the reader - by Allah's permission - from lapses in this area,
for it is subject to well-known creedal differences, like the issues of
Allah's attributes, destiny, etc.

We deliberately avoided newly-introduced theological definitions
and terms for which Allah Almighty has sent down no authority.

We have made the book in the form of books and chapters, like
the writings of the earlier authors of Shar‘i books. We did not use
contemporary classifications: topics and subjects. We have arranged



the book according to the fundamentals of faith. lbn Abi al-‘lzz al-
Hanafi said: "The best way of arranging a book on the fundamentals
of religion is the order of the Prophet's response to Jibril (Gabriel)
(peace be upon him) when he asked him about Iman (faith), as he
said: "To believe in Allah, His angels..." So, we should start by
addressing Allah's oneness and attributes and the related issues,
and then the angels, and so on." [Sharh Al-‘Aqgidah At-Tahawiyyah
(2/689)]

Ahead of every book, we have written a summary listing the topics
addressed therein, without proofs.

As for the Hadiths, we have put a brief takhrij thereof, beginning
with the six books of Hadiths in their well-known order and then
adopting the order based on the date of death. For our desire to
make the book small in size, we have included the takhrij only,
without commentaries on the Hadiths, except in rare cases.

The merits of this book:

It links creedal issues to the Qur’an and the Sunnah. Thus, it
becomes clear to the seeker of knowledge where these issues are
derived from.

It encompasses the main creedal issues related to all chapters of
the creed.

It is keen to establish and explain the creed in a brief,
comprehensive, simple, and clear way. This makes it easier for
readers to understand.

The book is free from theological and philosophical topics, and it
employs simple and easy phrases, avoiding the terms used in some



of the books of creed, after some writers appeared to be affected by
their personal inclinations.

We do not claim that we have fully addressed all creedal issues,
but we did our best in this, and we look forward to every
enrichment to this book or rectification or amendment thereof, so
that we can apply this to its subsequent editions. It is enough that
we have gone to the spring of revelation and derived therefrom the
topics related to the noblest of all knowledge and presented them
to the seekers of this field of knowledge, citing a verse or a Hadith
or both in relation to every topic. We implore Allah Almighty to
make this work sincerely done for His sake and compliant with the
Sunnah of His Prophet-His close friend, and the one entrusted with
His revelation (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him), and to
render it useful for His servants and a witness for us on the Day we
will meet Him!

We give all thanks to Allah, Exalted be He, for facilitating this
knowledge for us and employing us for serving His religion and
presenting and explaining the issues related to the pillars of faith,
along with the relevant proofs from the Qur’an and the Sunnah.

We also thank all those who have been good to us, most notably
our parents. O Allah, forgive them, show mercy upon them, and give
them the best reward for their care of us!

And we thank those virtuous people who reviewed the book and
kindly presented comments and feedback on it. They are His
Eminence Prince Dr. Saud bin Salman bin Muhammad Al Saud, the
associate professor of creed at Kind Saud University, His Eminence
Dr. Sahl bin Rifa‘ al-“Utaybi, the associate professor of creed at Kind
Saud University, and Professor ‘Abdulaziz bin Ahmad al-Humaydi,



the professor of creed at Umm Al-Qura University, who said the
following about this book: "This blessed book is a great gift from
Allah to the two noble Sheikhs and a treasure of reward He has
stored for them. He guided them to its idea and plan and enabled
them to compile and write it, so that it will present the objectives of
the divine message and the fundamentals of the religion from its
very root and source, i.e., the Qur'an and the Sunnah. | claim that
this type of book was a duty on Ahl-us-Sunnah, and Allah enabled
the two noble Sheikhs to fulfill it." The list also includes Professor
Abdullah bin Salih al-Barrak, the professor of creed at Kind Saud
University, and Dr. Abdullah bin Abdulaziz al-Angari, the associate
professor of creed at King Saud University. May Allah give them the
best reward, on our behalf and on behalf of knowledge and its
people, for their sincere advice and wise input!

Praise be to Allah, and may the peace and blessings of Allah be
upon Prophet Muhammad and all his family members and
Companions!

Makkah
Dhul-Hijjah 8
1439 A.H.



Preface

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful

We seek help from Allah, and there is no power or strength except
through Him.

Praise be to Allah as is due to the majesty of His countenance and
the greatness of His dominion. | bear witness that none is worthy of
being worshiped but Allah, alone, with no partner; to Him belongs
the dominion and all praise, and He has power over all things. And |
bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger; may
Allah's abundant peace and blessings be upon him!

In this book we mention what a Muslim should believe in, as
stated in the Qur’an and the Sunnah. We may also report some
statements by the Companions and the succeeding generation and
their followers with regard to explaining a certain verse or Hadith or
clarifying the intended meaning thereof. We have divided it into
books and chapters and adopted brevity as much as possible,
restricting the content to essential issues and keeping away from
discussing such terms that do not occur in the Qur'an or the Sunnah,
as the later scholars do. Allah Almighty urges us to follow His
religion, hold onto His rope, and adhere to the example of His
Messenger; He says:
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{AND HOLD FAST TO THE ROPE OF ALLAH ALL TOGETHER AND DO NOT BE DIVIDED.
REMEMBER THE FAVOR OF ALLAH UPON YOU WHEN YOU WERE ENEMIES, THEN HE
RECONCILED YOUR HEARTS, MAKING YOU BRETHREN BY HIS GRACE. AND YOU WERE
ON THE BRINK OF A FIERY PIT AND HE DELIVERED YOU FROM IT. THIS IS HOW ALLAH
MAKES HIS VERSES CLEAR TO YOU, SO THAT YOU MAY BE GUIDED.} [SURAT AL
‘IMRAN: 103] He also says:
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{FOLLOW THE BEST OF WHAT HAS BEEN SENT DOWN TO YOU ALL FROM YOUR

LORD, BEFORE THE PUNISHMENT COMES UPON YOU BY SURPRISE WHILE YOU ARE
UNAWARE.} [SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 55]

Here we begin, asking Allah for help and success:



Book: The Start of Creation
Abstract

We believe that Allah is the Creator of everything; that Allah had
always existed and nothing else existed along with Him or before
Him; that His Throne was above water; and that He created water
before creating the heavens and the earth, and then He created the
heavens and the earth, and He split them apart after they had been
joined together.

We believe that Allah rendered this creation as a witness to His
Lordship that entails His divinity. He is the True Creator, and all else
is created. Blessed and exalted be He. He is the True God, and all
else are only created beings that do not deserve to be worshiped or
sought for help or reward.

We believe that the honorable Throne is an immense creation of
Allah; rather, it is the greatest among His created beings.

We believe that the angels surround the Throne of the Most
Gracious Lord and that Allah Almighty is above His Throne, above
His heavens, being distinct and separate from His creation.

We believe that Allah created the Pen that wrote down the
destiny of everything, and that there are numerous such pens.

We believe that Allah created the Kursi (Footstool) and that it is
the greatest among all creation after the Throne.

We believe that Allah created the heavens and the earth and what
is between them in six days, of His measure; that He raised the
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heavens without pillars; that He created all these great things for
great purposes that we cannot fully grasp; and that He perfected His
creation.

We believe that this universe, with its heavens, earth, mountains,
and all that is in it, will be in a different condition on the Day of
Judgment.

We believe that Allah created the sun and the moon in truth and
subjected them by His command. And we believe that He created
the stars and planets for great purposes, and that the stars and
planets cannot produce benefit or cause harm and do not affect
whatever happens on earth or in the sky. Moreover, whoever
believes that they have an impact per se has become a disbeliever
or a polytheist.

We believe that Allah created the angels from light, and they have
variant forms of creation.

We believe that Allah created the jinn from a smokeless flame of
fire; that the jinn were created before Adam; and that the chief of
the devils is Satan, and it was he who seduced Adam and Eve (peace
be upon them) and caused them to be driven out of Paradise.

We believe that Satan disdained to prostrate, and so Allah got
angry at him and cursed and expelled him. And we believe that the
jinn are accountable and required to follow the religion.

We believe that Allah informed the angels that He would make a
vicegerent on earth to populate and fill it with worship. And He
clarified that this vicegerent would be Adam and He would create
him from dust, which Allah turned into mud and then fashioned it in
stages.
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We believe that Allah created Adam with His honorable Hand,
made the angels prostrate to him, and created for him, from
himself, a spouse in whom he would find comfort, namely Eve; and
that He let them both dwell in Paradise and then made them go
down to earth.

We believe that all mankind are the progeny of Adam, and Adam
was created from dust; thus, there is no superiority for anyone over
another except in terms of piety.

We believe that Allah created all people upon fitrah (natural
disposition).

We believe that the soul is the affair of Allah Almighty and that
souls are created by Him. We also believe people do not know
much about the soul, except what Allah allowed them to know.

We believe that bodies die, and their death is the departure of the
souls from their bodies.

We believe that all creatures on earth are communities like
humans.

We know that Allah created every living creature from water and
created everything in pairs; and that all these creatures will perish,
save what Allah Almighty excluded.

13



Chapter: Allah is the Creator of Everything

We believe that Allah is the Creator of everything. In the Qur'an,
He says:
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{SUCH IS ALLAH, YOUR LORD; NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT
Him, THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS. SO WORSHIP HIM, FOR HE IS THE MAINTAINER
OF ALL THINGS.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 102] He also says:
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{ALLAH 1S THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, AND HE IS THE MAINTAINER OF
EVERYTHING.} [SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 62] And He says:
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{IT 1s HE WHO ORIGINATES THE CREATION THEN REPEATS IT, WHICH IS EASIER
FOR HiM.} [SURAT AR-ROM: 27] We believe that Allah had always
existed and nothing else existed along with Him or before Him. He,
Exalted be He, says:
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{HE 1S THE FIRST AND THE LAST, THE OUTWARD AND THE INWARD, AND HE IS
ALL-KNOWING OF EVERYTHING.} [SURAT AL-HADID: 3] And the Prophet (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "You are the First and
nothing was before You; You are the Last and nothing is after You;
You are the Outward and nothing is above You; and You are the
Inward and nothing is below You." [Narrated by Muslim (2713), Abu
Dawid (5051), At-Tirmidhi (3400), and Ibn Majah (3831)] ‘Imran ibn



Husayn (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: While | was with
the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him), some
people from Banu Tamim came to him. The Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "O Banu Tamim, accept the
good news!" They said: "You have given us the good news; now give
us (something)." (After a while) some people of Yemen entered, and
he said to them: "O the people of Yemen, accept the good news, as
Banu Tamim have refused it." They said: "We accept it! We have
come to you to learn the religion. So we ask you about what the
beginning of this matter was." The Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "There was Allah and nothing else
before Him, and His Throne was above water, and He then created
the heavens and the earth and wrote everything in the Book."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7418) and Tirmidhi (3951)] In another
version: "There was Allah and nothing else before Him, and His
Throne was above water." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3191)] We
believe that all living creatures on earth are communities like us.
Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{THERE IS NO MOVING CREATURE ON EARTH OR A BIRD FLYING WITH ITS TWO
WINGS, BUT ARE COMMUNITIES LIKE YOU. WE HAVE MISSED NOTHING IN THE
RECORD, THEN TO THEIR LORD THEY WILL BE GATHERED.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 38]
We know that Allah created every living creature from water. In the
Qur'an, He says:
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{ALLAH CREATED EVERY LIVING CREATURE FROM WATER. SOME OF THEM MOVE
ON THEIR BELLIES, AND SOME WALK ON TWO LEGS AND SOME WALK ON FOUR.
ALLAH CREATES WHAT HE WILLS. ALLAH IS MoST CAPABLE OF ALL THINGS.}
[SURAT AN-NOR: 45] And that He created all things in pairs. Allah
Almighty says:
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{AND WE HAVE CREATED EVERYTHING IN PAIRS, SO THAT YOU MAY TAKE HEED.}
[SURAT ADH-DHARIYAT: 49] Allah Almighty also says:
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{AND THAT HE CREATED THE PAIRS, MALE AND FEMALE.} [SURAT AN-NAIM: 45]
We believe that these creatures, diverse and plentiful as they are,
are put in due proportion; none of them prevails over the other and
no species over another. Our Lord says:
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{As FOR THE EARTH, WE HAVE SPREAD IT OUT AND PLACED THEREIN FIRM
MOUNTAINS, AND CAUSED TO GROW THEREIN EVERYTHING IN DUE PROPORTION.}
[SURAT AL-HIR: 19] All these created beings will eventually perish.
Allah Almighty says:
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{EVERYONE ON EARTH WILL PERISH, BUT THERE WILL REMAIN THE FACE OF YOUR
LORD, FULL OF MAJESTY AND HONOR.} [SURAT AR-RAHMAN: 26-27] Except
those excluded by Allah Almighty from being stunned, as revealed in
the verse that says:
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{THE TRUMPET WILL BE BLOWN AND ALL THOSE IN THE HEAVENS AND ALL THOSE
ON EARTH WILL GET STUNNED, EXCEPT WHOM ALLAH WILLS. THEN IT WILL BE
BLOWN AGAIN, AND AT ONCE THEY WILL BE STANDING, LOOKING ON.} [SURAT Az-
ZUMAR: 68] We believe that Allah has made this creation a testimony
to His lordship that entails His divinity. Sometimes He cites this
creation as a proof of this, like in the verse that says:
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{THIS 1S ALLAH’S CREATION. SO SHOW ME WHAT OTHERS BESIDE HIM HAVE
CREATED. IN FACT, THE WRONGDOERS ARE CLEARLY MISGUIDED.} [SURAT
LuamAN: 11] And at other times He cites the greatest created being,
i.e. the Throne, which is a proof of this. He says:
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{ALLAH; NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM, THE LORD OF THE
MIGHTY THRONE.} [SURAT AN-NAML: 26] And the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Glory be to Allah the
number of His creation; glory be to Allah as much as pleases Him;
glory be to Allah the weight of His Throne; glory be to Allah the
number of His words." [Narrated by Muslim (2726), An-Nasad’i
(1/1351), At-Tirmidhi (3555), and Ibn Majah (3808)] So, the Throne
has the greatest weight. And some other times Allah Almighty
mentions massive created beings as a proof of this, like in the verse
that reads:
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{IT 1s HE WHO CREATED FOR YOU ALL THAT IS IN THE EARTH, THEN HE TURNED
TOWARDS THE HEAVEN AND MADE THEM SEVEN HEAVENS, AND HE IS ALL-
KNOWING OF EVERYTHING.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 29] And sometimes He
mentions one of the elements of this creation as a proof of this, like
in the verse that says:
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{Do YOU NOT SEE THAT ALLAH SENDS DOWN RAIN FROM THE SKY, THEN WE
BRING FORTH THEREBY FRUITS OF VARIOUS COLORS? AND IN THE MOUNTAINS
THERE ARE VARIOUS TRACTS OF WHITE AND RED, OF VARIOUS COLORS, AND RAVEN
BLACK.} [SURAT FATIR: 27] Allah also cites the weakest and smallest
creature as a proof of this, saying:
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{ALLAH 1S NOT ASHAMED TO GIVE A SIMILITUDE OF A MOSQUITO OR EVEN
SOMETHING LESS [SIGNIFICANT]. AS FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVE, THEY KNOW THAT
THIS IS THE TRUTH FROM THEIR LORD; BUT THOSE WHO DISBELIEVE, THEY SAY:
"WHAT DOES ALLAH MEAN BY THIS SIMILITUDE?"} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 26] So,
He is the Creator and all else is creation - exalted and blessed be He.
He is the true God and all else are servants that do not deserve to
be worshiped or sought, for the giving of rewards or the fulfillment
of needs.
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Chapter on the Creation of the Great
Throne

We believe that the Throne is a massive creation by Allah
Almighty; rather, it is one of the greatest among His created beings.
When the Mighty Lord describes it as mighty, this means it is truly
mighty. Allah Almighty says:
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{ALLAH; NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM, THE LORD OF THE
MIGHTY THRONE.} [SURAT AN-NAML: 26] And He describes it as glorious,
saying:
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{THE LORD OF THE GLORIOUS THRONE.} [SURAT AL-BURDJ: 15] In spite of its
massiveness, it is a created being of Allah. Allah Almighty says:
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{SAy: "WHO IS THE LORD OF THE SEVEN HEAVENS AND THE LORD OF THE
MIGHTY THRONE?"} [SURAT AL-MU’MINUN: 86] And the Prophet (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "... and He created
His Throne on the water." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (3109), lbn
Majah (182), At-Tayalisi (1189), Ahmad (16188), and Ibn Abi ‘Asim in
As-Sunnah (625)] The Throne has pillars. The Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "People will be struck
unconscious on the Day of Resurrection and | will be the first to
regain consciousness, and behold! There | will see Misa (Moses)
holding one of the pillars of the Throne." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari



(3398), Muslim (2374), and Abu Dawid (4668)] The Throne is above
the heavens, and Allah is above the Throne. The Prophet (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "His throne is above
the heavens like this - indicating with his fingers like a dome over
him - and it groans on account of Him as a saddle does because of
the rider." [Narrated by Abu Dawid (4726), ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘ld ad-
Darimi in Ar-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah (24), Ibn Abi ‘Asim in As-Sunnah
(587), and lbn Khuzaymah in At-Tawhid (147)] In another version of
the Hadith: "Indeed, Allah is above His Throne, and His Throne is
above His heavens." [Narrated by Abu Dawad (4726), ‘Uthman ibn
Sa‘id ad-Darimi in Ar-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah (24), lbn Abi ‘Asim in
As-Sunnah (588), and Ibn Khuzaymah in At-Tawhid (147)] We
believe that there are divine treasures underneath the Throne that
only Allah can measure. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "And | was given these verses in the
last part of Al-Bagarah from a treasure underneath the Throne, and
they were not given to any prophet before me." [Narrated by
Muslim (522), without the relevant part in question, At-Tayalsi
(418), Ibn Abi Shaybah in Al-Musannaf (32306), and Ahmad (23251),
and this is his wording, as well as others] Abu Dharr (may Allah be
pleased with him) reported: My friend (may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) commanded me to do seven things. Among
them, he mentioned: "And he commanded me to often say 'La
hawla wala quwwata illa billah' (there is no power or strength
except through Allah), for they are from a treasure underneath the
Throne." [Narrated by Al-Bazzar (3966), Ibn Abi Shaybah (35491),
Hannad in Az-Zuhd (1013), Ahmad in Al-Musnad (21415) and this is
his wording, and in Az-Zuhd (401)] We believe that the Messenger
(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) will prostrate himself
underneath the Throne on the Day of Judgment before engaging in
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the major intercession. In the long Hadith about intercession, the
Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "I will
then set off and come below the Throne and fall down prostrate
before my Lord, Exalted be He. Then Allah will inspire me with some
of His praises and glorifications which He had not inspired anyone
before me. He will then say: 'O Muhammad, raise your head; ask
and your request will be granted; intercede and your intercession
will be accepted.' | will raise my head and say: 'My Ummah, O my
Lord; my Ummah, O my Lord." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4712),
Muslim (194), At-Tirmidhi (2434), and Ibn Majah (3307)] We believe
that the spirits of martyrs nestle in lamps of gold hanging in the
shade of the Throne. lbn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him)
reported: The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon him) said: "When your brothers were smitten at the battle
of Uhud, Allah put their spirits in the crops of green birds which go
down to the rivers of Paradise, eat its fruit, and nestle in lamps of
gold in the shade of the Throne." [Narrated by Abu Dawud (2520),
Ibn al-Mubarak in Al-Jihad (62), lbn Abi Shaybah (19678), and
Ahmad (2388)] Ibn al-Mubarak was asked: "How can we recognize
our Lord?" He replied: "He is above the seventh heaven, on the
Throne, being distinct from His creation." [Ad-Darimi in Ar-Radd ‘Ala
Al-Jahmiyyah (47), Al-Bayhagi in Al-Asma’ Wa As-Sifat (2/336), Al-
Fatwa Al-Hamawiyyah Al-Kubra (333), and Sharh At-Tahawiyyah
(219)] Imam Ad-Darimi (may Allah have mercy upon him) said:
"Allah Almighty is above His Throne, above His heavens, being
distinct from His creation. He who does not know Him by that does
not know the God he worships. His knowledge, from above His
Throne, is the same about the most distant of His creation and the
nearest. Nothing is far from Him.
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{NOT EVEN AN ATOM’S WEIGHT IS HIDDEN FROM HIM IN THE HEAVENS OR ON
EARTH} [SURAT SABA”: 3]. Glorified and far exalted be He above what
the deniers describe Him with." [Ar-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah (47)] We
believe that the Throne is carried by angels. Allah Almighty says:
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{THOSE [ANGELS] WHO BEAR THE THRONE AND THOSE AROUND IT GLORIFY THEIR
LORD WITH HIS PRAISE AND BELIEVE IN HIM, AND SEEK FORGIVENESS FOR THOSE
WHO BELIEVE, [SAYING]: "OUR LORD, YOUR MERCY AND KNOWLEDGE ENCOMPASS
EVERYTHING, SO FORGIVE THOSE WHO REPENT AND FOLLOW YOUR WAY, AND
PROTECT THEM FROM THE PUNISHMENT OF THE BLAZING FIRE."} [SURAT GHAFIR:
7] He also says:
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{WITH THE ANGELS ON ALL ITS SIDES, AND ON THAT DAY, EIGHT [MIGHTY
ANGELS] WILL BEAR THE THRONE OF YOUR LORD ABOVE THEM.} [SURAT AL-
HAQQAH: 17] The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him) informed us about some of the traits of the angels who bear
the Throne. He said: "I have been permitted to tell about one of
Allah’s angels who bears the Throne; the distance between the lobe
of his ear and his shoulder is a journey of seven hundred years."
[Narrated by Abu Dawud (4727), At-Tabarani in Al-Awsat (1709),
Abu Ash-Shaykh in Al-‘Azhamah (476), and Ibn Shahin in Al-Fawa'id
(19)] We believe that the angels surround the Throne of the Most
Compassionate Lord, Who says:
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{YOU WILL SEE THE ANGELS SURROUNDING THE THRONE, GLORIFYING THEIR
LORD WITH HIS PRAISE, AND MATTERS WILL BE SETTLED BETWEEN THEM WITH
JUSTICE, AND IT WILL BE SAID: "ALL PRAISE BE TO ALLAH, THE LORD OF THE
WORLDS."} [SURAT AzZ-ZUMAR: 75] The Throne is also mentioned along
with the book occurring in the Hadith that reads: "When Allah
completed the creation, He wrote in His Book which is with Him on
His Throne: 'My mercy prevails My anger." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(3194), Muslim (2751), At-Tirmidhi (3543), and lbn Majah (189,
4295)] Those are the highest among all creation. The Prophet (may
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "So if you ask Allah
for anything, ask Him for the Firdaws, for it is the last part of
Paradise and the highest part of Paradise, and at its top there is the
Throne of the Most Compassionate, and from it gush forth the rivers
of Paradise." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7423)] We believe that Allah
is established on His Throne in a way that befits His majesty. Allah
Almighty says:
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{YOUR LORD IS ALLAH, WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH IN SIX DAYS,
AND THEN ROSE OVER [ISTAWA] THE THRONE.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 54] He also
says:
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{IT 1s HE WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH AND ALL THAT IS BETWEEN
THEM IN SIX DAYS, THEN ROSE OVER THE THRONE. HE IS THE MoOST
COMPASSIONATE, SO ASK ABOUT HiM THE ONE WHO 1S ALL-AWARE.} [SURAT AL-
FURQAN: 59] Rabi‘ah ar-Ra’y was asked regarding the verse that says:
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{THE MoST COMPASSIONATE ROSE OVER THE THRONE} [TAHA: 5], as to how
He rose over the Throne? He said: "The manner of doing so is
unknown, and His rising is beyond reason, and | and you must
believe in all this." [Al-Asma’ Wa As-Sifat for Al-Bayhagqi (2/306) and
Sharh Usdl I‘tigad Ahl As-Sunnah Wa Al-Jama‘ah (3/582)] A man
came to Malik ibn Anas and said: "O Abu ‘Abdullah! {The Most
Compassionate rose over the Throne} How did He rise?" Thereupon,
anger came over Malik, such that no affair had ever overwhelmed
him like this, and started sweating. He looked down thinking, and
we were waiting what would be his reaction, then he was was
relaxed and said: "The manner is beyond reason, His istiwa' (rising)
is not unknown, belief in it is obligatory, and asking about it is a
religious innovation. And | fear you are misguided." Then he
commanded that he be driven out. [Ar-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah for
Ad-Darimi (66), Sharh Usul I‘tigad Ahl As-Sunnah Wa Al-Jama‘ah
(3/441), Hiliyat Al-Awliya' Wa Tabaqat Al-Asfiya’ (6/325), Al-I‘tigad
for Al-Bayhagi (116), Sharh As-Sunnah for Al-Baghawi (1/171), and
Al-Asma’ Wa As-Sifat for Al-Bayhaqi (2/306)] Defining istiwa’, Imam
Ahmad used to say: "It is ascending and rising high. Allah Almighty
had always been high and sublime before creating His Throne. He is
above everything and higher than everything. Allah specifically
mentioned the Throne due to an aspect therein that differs from all
other things. The Throne is the best and most sublime of all things.
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So, Allah praises Himself by saying that He rose over the Throne. It is
related from ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Mahdi from Malik that Allah
Almighty is established over His Glorious Throne as He has told, and
that His knowledge exists everywhere." [Al-‘Agidah, narrated by Abu
Bakr al-Khallal (108)] Allah's lordship over the Throne is a proof that
He alone deserves worship. He says:
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{IF THERE HAD BEEN GODS BESIDES ALLAH IN THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, BOTH
REALMS WOULD HAVE FALLEN IN DISORDER. GLORY BE TO ALLAH — LORD OF THE
THRONE — FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASCRIBE [TO Him].} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA’: 22]
He also says:
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{SAY: "WHO IS THE LORD OF THE SEVEN HEAVENS AND THE LORD OF THE
MIGHTY THRONE?"} [SURAT AL-MU’MINUN: 86] And He says:
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{SAY: "IF THERE WERE OTHER GODS BESIDES HIM — AS THEY CLAIM — THEY
WOULD HAVE SURELY SOUGHT A WAY TO THE LORD OF THE THRONE."} [SURAT AL-
ISRA": 42]

Chapter on the Creation of Water

We believe that Allah, Exalted be He, had created water before He
created the heavens and earth. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "There was Allah and nothing else
before Him and His Throne was over the water, and He then created



the heavens and the earth." [Narrated by Muslim (2713), Abu
Dawud (5051), At-Tirmidhi (3400), and Ibn Majah (3831)] And Allah
Almighty created from water every living thing. He says:

[30 1elas] T+ &y 5ho3 Sl Eoa ¢0 O olall (s Ulens

{WE CREATED FROM WATER EVERY LIVING THING.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA": 30]
And that He made it one of the signs of His lordship and divinity. He
says:
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{HE WHO MADE THE EARTH A RESTING-PLACE FOR YOU, AND THE SKY A CANOPY;

AND SENDS DOWN RAIN FROM THE SKY, AND BRINGS FORTH FRUITS THEREBY AS A

PROVISION FOR YOU. SO DO NOT SET UP RIVALS TO ALLAH WHILE YOU KNOW.}
[SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 22] Allah Almighty also says:

a5 Ol 5hea (i35 £ 505 izl Ga Cain 5 &) a8k adas (T ig
(,%2u‘5ha_\ejsjt_uydh$u‘ds§“u’ﬁ LAQL@.AA}.\M}JA}&LAJ@L;\
[4 ;220

{AND ON THE EARTH THERE ARE NEIGHBORING [YET DIFFERENT] TRACTS OF LAND,
AND GARDENS OF GRAPEVINES, GRAINS AND PALM TREES — SOME GROWING IN
CLUSTERS FROM ONE ROOT OR STANDING ALONE. THEY ARE ALL IRRIGATED WITH
THE SAME WATER, YET WE CAUSE SOME OF THEM TO EXCEL OTHERS IN TASTE.
INDEED, THERE ARE SIGNS IN THIS FOR PEOPLE OF UNDERSTANDING.} [SURAT AR-
RAD: 4] And He says:
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{IT1s HE WHO MERGES THE TWO BODIES OF WATER: ONE FRESH AND PALATABLE
AND THE OTHER SALTY AND BITTER, AND HE HAS MADE BETWEEN THEM A BARRIER
AND AN INSURMOUNTABLE PARTITION. IT IS HE WHO CREATED HUMAN BEINGS
FROM WATER, THEN MADE BETWEEN THEM BONDS OF KINSHIP AND MARRIAGE, FOR
YOUR LORD 1S MOST CAPABLE.} [SURAT AL-FURQAN: 53-54] So, He created
from water two bodies of water and put a barrier between them
preventing each from spilling into the other. And He created from
water human beings and placed ties of kinship and marriage among
them. Blessed be Allah, the Best of all creators. There are numerous
other similar signs. Allah Almighty also cites water as a proof of the
Resurrection. He says:
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{AND AMONG HIS SIGNS IS THAT YOU SEE THE LAND WITHERED, BUT WHEN WE
SEND DOWN RAIN UPON IT, IT STIRS AND SWELLS. HE WHO GIVES IT LIFE WILL
SURELY GIVE LIFE TO THE DEAD, FOR HE IS MOST CAPABLE OF ALL THINGS.} [SURAT
FussILAT: 39] And He made it one of His soldiers, supporting His allies
therewith. He says:
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{[REMEMBER] WHEN HE CAUSED DROWSINESS TO OVERCOME YOU AS AN
ASSURANCE FROM HIM, AND HE SENT DOWN RAIN FROM THE SKY TO PURIFY YOU
AND TO REMOVE SATAN’S WHISPERS FROM YOU, AND TO STRENGTHEN YOUR
HEARTS AND TO STEADY YOUR FOOTSTEPS.} [SURAT AL-ANFAL: 11] And He
defeated His enemies with it. Allah Almighty says:
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{SO HE CALLED UPON HIS LORD: "I AM OVERPOWERED, SO HELP ME!" So WE
OPENED THE GATES OF THE SKY WITH WATER POURING DOWN IN TORRENTS, AND
WE CAUSED THE EARTH TO BURST FORTH WITH SPRINGS, THEN THE WATERS MET
FOR A PREORDAINED PURPOSE.} [SURAT AL-QAMAR: 10-12] There are other
circumstances and incidents in which Allah Almighty rendered water
a reason for supporting His allies or defeating His enemies.
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Chapter on the Creation of the Pen

We believe that Allah created the Pen that wrote down destiny.
The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "The first thing Allah created was the Pen. He said to it:
'Write." It asked: 'What should | write, my Lord?' He said: 'Write
what was decreed about everything till the Last Hour comes."™
[Narrated by Abu Dawad (4700), At-Tirmidhi (2155, 3319), At-
Tayalesi (578), Ahmad (22705, 22707), and Ibn Abi ‘Asim in As-
Sunnah (115)] We believe that there are numerous pens. In a Hadith
about Al-Isra’ and Al-Mi‘raj, the Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Then | was made to ascend until |
reached a level where | heard the creaking of the pens." [Narrated
by Al-Bukhari (349) and Muslim (163)] And it is mentioned a number
of times in the Qur’an and the Sunnah that the angels write down
people's deeds. Allah Almighty says:
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{AND THERE ARE WATCHERS OVER YOU, HONORABLE SCRIBES, WHO KNOW
WHATEVER YOU DO.} [SURAT AL-INFITAR: 10-12] He also says:
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{WHEN THE TWO ANGEL SCRIBES, CONSTANTLY ACCOMPANYING HIM, ONE ON
THE RIGHT, AND THE OTHER ON THE LEFT. NOT A SINGLE WORD HE UTTERS BUT
THERE IS WITH HIM A VIGILANT WATCHER, READY [TO RECORD IT].} [SURAT QAF:
17-18] In another verse, He says:
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{WHEN WE GIVE PEOPLE A TASTE OF MERCY AFTER BEING AFFLICTED WITH
ADVERSITY, THEY START PLOTTING AGAINST OUR VERSES. SAY: "ALLAH IS SWIFTER
IN PLANNING [RETRIBUTION]. OUR ANGEL-MESSENGERS RECORD WHATEVER YOU
PLOT."} [SURAT YONUS: 21] And He says:
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{DO THEY THINK THAT WE DO NOT HEAR THEIR SECRET TALKS AND PRIVATE
COUNSELS? YES INDEED, AND OUR ANGEL-MESSENGERS ARE WITH THEM
RECORDING EVERYTHING.} [SURAT Az-ZUKHRUF: 80] And the Prophet (may
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "There is no one
amongst you and no created soul except that his place in Paradise
or Hellfire is written down and except that he is written down as
miserable or blissful." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4948), Muslim
(2647), Abu Dawid (4694), At-Tirmidhi (2136, 3344), and Ibn Majah
(78)] In another Hadith, he (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "If one of you practices Islam properly, every good deed
he does will be recorded for him ten to seven hundredfold, and
every evil deed he does will be recorded as it is." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (42, 7501), Muslim (128, 129, 130), and At-Tirmidhi (3073)]



Chapter on the Creation of the Heavens and
Earth

We believe that Allah Almighty created the heavens and earth and
what is between them in six days by His measure, without
undergoing any fatigue or weariness. In the Qur'an, He Almighty
says:
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{INDEED, WE CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH AND ALL THAT IS BETWEEN
THEM IN SIX DAYS, AND NO WEARINESS TOUCHED Us.} [SURAT QAF: 38] He also
says:
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{ARE THE DISBELIEVERS NOT AWARE THAT THE HEAVENS AND EARTH WERE
JOINED TOGETHER AND THEN WE SPLIT THEM APART?} {SURAT AL-ANBIYA’: 30]
And He also says:

B AP T L T S R TR TR, SUPTPE P LI L S
Sop AT A & ladis a5y A G YT 1A (ol (5 s00 2801 08 by
150 ol a3l (08 L6 81 Laad 5385168 545 838 (o Gome 5 Ll a3 A el
TG U 58 31 e 3l Wil i 550 5 Ll 068 (A3 o oLl ) s il &5 )+ (il
ST 5518 al olas (8 3 (A 515 a3 (o8 o s e (i V) (panill i
[12-9 scboad] § ) Y ulall 3 a1 008 U8 Uik 5 ol iy 1N

{SAv: "Do YOU DISBELIEVE IN THE ONE WHO CREATED THE EARTH IN TWO DAYS
AND YOU SET UP RIVALS TO HIM? SUCH IS THE LORD OF THE WORLDS. HE PLACED
ON IT FIRM MOUNTAINS STANDING HIGH ABOVE IT, AND SHOWERED HIS BLESSINGS
UPON IT, AND MEASURED ITS SUSTENANCE TOTALING EXACTLY FOUR DAYS, FOR ALL
WHO ASK. THEN HE TURNED TO THE HEAVEN WHEN IT WAS ALL SMOKE, AND SAID



TO IT AND TO THE EARTH: 'COME INTO BEING, WILLINGLY OR UNWILLINGLY.” THEY
BOTH SAID: 'WE COME WILLINGLY.' HE THEN FORMED THEM INTO SEVEN HEAVENS
IN TWO DAYS AND ASSIGNED TO EACH HEAVEN ITS MANDATE. AND WE ADORNED
THE LOWEST HEAVEN WITH LAMPS [STARS] WHICH ALSO SERVES AS A PROTECTION.
THAT IS THE DESIGN OF THE ALL-MIGHTY, THE ALL-KNOWING."} [SURAT FUSSILAT:
9-12] Allah, Exalted be He, also says:
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{ARE YOU MORE DIFFICULT TO CREATE OR THE HEAVEN THAT HE BUILT? HE
RAISED IT HIGH AND PROPORTIONED IT, AND DARKENED ITS NIGHT AND BROUGHT
FORTH ITS DAYLIGHT. AND THEREAFTER HE SPREAD OUT THE EARTH, BROUGHT
FORTH FROM IT ITS WATER AND ITS PASTURE, AND SET THE MOUNTAINS FIRMLY, AS
A PROVISION FOR YOU AND YOUR GRAZING LIVESTOCK.} [SURAT AN-NAZI‘AT: 27-
33] We believe that Allah raised the heavens without pillars. He
says:
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{IT 1s ALLAH WHO RAISED THE HEAVENS WITHOUT ANY PILLARS THAT YOU CAN
SEE, THEN HE ROSE OVER THE THRONE. HE SUBJECTED THE SUN AND THE MOON,
EACH RUNNING ITS COURSE FOR AN APPOINTED TERM. HE GOVERNS ALL AFFAIRS,
AND EXPLAINS THE SIGNS IN DETAIL, SO THAT YOU MAY BE CERTAIN OF THE MEETING
WITH YOUR LORD.} [SURAT AR-RAD: 2] In another verse, He says:

g P NI | L. . = 3 \5’1,&.,/: PR (e
IS O L 5355 20 O (s )Y (8 (Al 3 0500 e i sl Bl
[10 bl ) * a8 55 08 opo b LA e (L2l (o U515 4005



{HE CREATED THE HEAVENS WITHOUT PILLARS THAT YOU CAN SEE; AND HE
PLACED FIRM MOUNTAINS ON THE EARTH SO IT DOES NOT SHAKE WITH YOU; AND
HE SPREAD THEREIN ALL KINDS OF CREATURES. WE SENT DOWN RAIN FROM THE SKY
AND CAUSED TO GROW THEREIN ALL KINDS OF FINE PLANTS.} [SURAT LuQMAN: 10]
We believe that Allah Almighty keeps the heavens and the earth
from vanishing. He says:
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{ALLAH KEEPS THE HEAVENS AND EARTH FROM VANISHING. IF THEY WERE TO
VANISH, THERE IS NONE TO SUSTAIN THEM OTHER THAN HiM. HE IS MoOST
FORBEARING, ALL-FORGIVING.} [SURAT FATIR: 41] We believe that Allah,
the Exalted, holds the heaven from falling down on earth, except by
His permission. In the Qur’an, He says:
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{HE HOLDS THE SKY FROM FALLING DOWN ON THE EARTH EXCEPT BY HIS
PERMISSION.} [SURAT AL-HAJi: 65] We believe that Allah Almighty
manages the affairs of these created beings and safeguards them,
without this making Him tired. Our Lord says:

15 ] 4V O Opdanl Ll 535 Uagain 35595 G Ty sl A0 3 s

{His KURST EXTENDS OVER THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, AND SAFEGUARDING OF
BOTH DOES NOT WEARY HIM, FOR HE IS THE MOST HIGH, MOST GREAT.} [SURAT
AL-BAQARAH: 255] We believe that Allah created these great created
beings for great wise reasons only known to Him and that He
perfected their creation. In the Qur’an, He says:
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{YOU WILL SEE THE MOUNTAINS, THINKING THEM FIRMLY FIXED, BUT THEY WILL
BE MOVING LIKE CLOUDS — SUCH IS THE DESIGN OF ALLAH, WHO HAS PERFECTED
EVERYTHING. INDEED, HE IS ALL-AWARE OF WHAT YOU DO.} [SURAT AN-NAML:
88] Allah Almighty also says:
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{WE HAVE NOT CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH AND ALL THAT IS BETWEEN
THEM FOR AMUSEMENT. } [SURAT AD-DUKHAN: 38] And He says:
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{As FOR THE EARTH, WE HAVE SPREAD IT OUT AND PLACED THEREIN FIRM
MOUNTAINS, AND CAUSED TO GROW THEREIN EVERYTHING IN DUE PROPORTION.
AND WE HAVE MADE THEREIN FOR YOU MEANS OF SUSTENANCE AND FOR THOSE
WHOM YOU DO NOT PROVIDE. THERE IS NOTHING EXCEPT THAT WE HAVE ITS
TREASURIES, AND WE DO NOT SEND IT DOWN EXCEPT IN A DETERMINED MEASURE.}
[SURAT AL-HUR: 19-21] Allah Almighty cites His creation of the
heavens and the earth as an argument for His lordship that entails
His divinity. He says:
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{IS HE [NOT BETTER] WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, AND SENT DOWN

FOR YOU RAIN FROM THE SKY, BY WHICH WE CAUSED TO GROW GARDENS OF
CHEERFUL BEAUTY? YOU COULD NEVER CAUSE THEIR TREES TO GROW. IS THERE ANY



GOD BESIDES ALLAH? NO, BUT THEY ARE PEOPLE WHO ASCRIBE EQUALS [TO
ALLAH].} [SURAT AN-NAML: 60] He also says:
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{IF YOU ASK THEM WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH AND SUBJECTED THE
SUN AND MOON, THEY WILL SURELY SAY: 'ALLAH.' HOW ARE THEY THEN DELUDED?}
[SURAT AL-ANKABUT: 61] And He says:
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{IF YOU ASK THEM WHO SENDS DOWN RAIN FROM THE SKY, THEN REVIVES
THEREWITH THE LAND AFTER ITS DEATH, THEY WILL SURELY SAY: 'ALLAH'. SAY: "ALL
PRAISE IS FOR ALLAH," BUT MOST OF THEM DO NOT UNDERSTAND.} [SURAT AL-
‘ANKABUT: 63] We believe that Allah Almighty has made the earth a
place for affliction and test. He says:
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{IT 1Is HE WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH IN SIX DAYS — AND His
THRONE WAS UPON THE WATER — SO THAT HE MAY TEST YOU AS TO WHICH OF YOU

IS BEST IN DEED.} [SURAT HUD: 7] And He has made it a place for living
and residence and a receptacle. Allah Almighty says:
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{FROM THIS [EARTH] WE CREATED YOU, AND TO IT WE WILL RETURN YOU, AND
FROM IT WE WILL RAISE YOU ONCE AGAIN.} [SURAT TAHA: 55] He also says:
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{HAVE WE NOT MADE THE EARTH A RECEPTACLE FOR THE LIVING AND THE
DEAD?} [SURAT AL-MURSALAT: 25-26] We believe that this great
universe glorifies Allah, the Lord of all the worlds. Allah Almighty
says:
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{THE SEVEN HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, AND ALL THOSE IN THEM GLORIFY HIMm.
THERE IS NOT A SINGLE THING THAT DOES NOT GLORIFY HIM WITH HIS PRAISE, BUT
YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND THEIR GLORIFICATION. INDEED, HE 1S MOST
FORBEARING, ALL-FORGIVING.} [SURAT AL-ISRA’: 44] The whole universe
submits to His majesty. Allah Almighty says:
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{THEN HE TURNED TO THE HEAVEN WHEN IT WAS ALL SMOKE, AND SAID TO IT
AND TO THE EARTH: "COME INTO BEING, WILLINGLY OR UNWILLINGLY." THEY BOTH
saD: "WE COME WILLINGLY."} [SURAT FussiLAT: 11] Moreover, this
universe is about to be torn apart and it gets apprehensive due to
people's inappropriate attitude toward the Almighty Lord. In the
Qur'an, Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{AT WHICH THE HEAVENS ARE ABOUT TO BE TORN APART, THE EARTH SPLIT

ASUNDER, AND THE MOUNTAINS TUMBLE DOWN. BECAUSE THEY HAVE ASCRIBED TO
THE MOST COMPASSIONATE A SON.} [SURAT MARYAM: 90-91]
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Chapter on the Creation of the Kursi
(Footstool)

We believe that the Kursi is the greatest creation after the Throne.
Highlighting its massive size, Allah Almighty says:
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{His KURSI EXTENDS OVER THE HEAVENS AND EARTH.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH:
255] The Kursi is in front of the Throne, and it is the place for the
two feet. Commenting on this verse, lbn ‘Abbas (may Allah be
pleased with him) said: "The Kursi is the place for the two feet, and
no one can estimate the size of the Throne." [Narrated by Ad-
Daraqutni in As-Sifat (36), marfa‘ and mawquaf, ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id
ad-Darimi in Ar-Radd ‘Ala Bishr Al-Marisi (84, 89), ‘Abdullah ibn
Ahmad in As-Sunnah (586), Ibn Khuzaymah in At-Tawhid (154), and
Abu Ash-Shaykh in Al-‘Azhamah (216, 217)] The Prophet (may
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The seven heavens
in comparison to the Kursi are only like a ring thrown in a desert,
and the size of the Throne in comparison to the Kursi is like that
desert compared to that ring." [Narrated by Ibn Hibban (361), and in
Al-Majrahin (3/130), At-Tabarani in Al-Kabir (1651), and in Al-
Makarim (1), Al-Ajurrri in Al-Arba‘in (40), Abu Ash-Shaykh in Al-
‘Azhamah (259), Abu Na‘im in Al-Hilyah (1/18, 166 -168), Al-Bayhaqi
in Al-Asma’ (510 - 511), and in Ash-Shu‘ab (4325, 7668), and Ibn
‘Abdul-Barr in At-Tamhid (9/199). It is a long Hadith, and the Hadith
in question is part of it. The Hadith has numerous chains of
transmission, all of which are weak and inauthentic. Al-‘Aqili
mentioned some of these chains of transmission and referred to
their weakness. They were also mentioned by Ibn ‘Adyy, who said:
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"This Hadtth is munkar from this chain of transmission, related by
Ibn Jurayj from ‘Ata’ from ‘Ubayd ibn ‘Umayr from Abu Dharr. And
this Hadith has no chain of transmission except the narration from
Abu Idris al-Khawlani and Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad from Abu Dharr.
The third is the Hadtth by Ibn Jurayj, which is the most munkar of all
narrations." This Hadith, however, is Mashhir (famous), and there is
no other marfi‘ Hadith on the Kursi. Hence, we have cited it in spite
of it being weak and munkar.] Al-Bayhqai also narrated that Al-
‘Abbas ibn Muhammad reported: | heard Abu ‘Ubayd say: "These
Hadiths which relate that Allah laughs at the despair of His servants,
that Hellfire will not become filled until Allah places His foot therein,
and that the Kursi is the place for His two feet - we regard them as
true in terms of narration, as they were transmitted and related
from some to others. But if we are asked about their interpretation,
we do not interpret them, and we do not know about anyone who
interpreted them." [Al-Asma’ Wa As-Sifat for Al-Bayhaqi (2/198)]

39



Chapter on the Creation of the Sun and the
Moon

We believe that Allah created the sun and the moon. He says:
[33 16kas¥1] V6 A ol 3 O Sall 5 sl 5l s G Gl all 535

{IT 1s HE WHO CREATED THE NIGHT AND THE DAY, THE SUN AND THE MOON —
EACH FLOATING IN ITS ORBIT.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA": 33] And we believe that
the sun and the moon are running, as revealed by Allah Almighty,
Who says:
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{THE SUN IS RUNNING TO ITS DETERMINED COURSE. THAT IS THE DESIGN OF THE
ALL-MIGHTY, ALL-KNOWING. AS FOR THE MOON, WE HAVE DETERMINED PHASES
FOR IT, UNTIL IT BECOMES LIKE AN OLD PALM STALK. IT IS NOT FOR THE SUN TO
CATCH UP WITH THE MOON, NOR FOR THE NIGHT TO OUTSTRIP THE DAY. EACH IS
FLOATING IN ITS OWN ORBIT.} [SURAT YASIN: 38-40] Blessed be Allah, the
Best of all creators. Out of Allah's mercy toward His servants, He has
subjected the sun and the moon by His command to achieve
benefits for people. In the Qur'an, He says:
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{HE HAS MADE THE SUN AND THE MOON FOR YOUR SERVICE, BOTH CONSTANT IN
THEIR COURSES, AND HAS MADE FOR YOU THE NIGHT AND THE DAY.} [SURAT
IBRAHIM: 33] And He says:
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{HE MADE THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE STARS — ALL SUBSERVIENT TO HIs
COMMAND.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 54] Allah Almighty created the sun and
the moon for great wise purposes not fully grasped by us. One of
these occurs in the verse that says:
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{IT 1s HE WHO CLEAVES THE DAYBREAK, AND MADE THE NIGHT FOR REST, AND
THE SUN AND THE MOON WITH A PRECISE MEASUREMENT; THAT IS THE DESIGN OF
THE ALL-MIGHTY, THE ALL-KNOWING.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 96] Ibn ‘Abbas
(may Allah be pleased with him) said:
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{AND THE SUN AND THE MOON WITH A PRECISE MEASUREMENT} [SURAT AL-
AN‘AM: 96]: that's the number of days, months, and years. [Tafsir At-
Tabari (11/558)] Highlighting some of the purposes behind the
creation of the sun and the moon, Allah Almighty also says:
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{IT 1S HE WHO MADE THE SUN A RADIANT LIGHT AND THE MOON A REFLECTED
LIGHT, AND PRECISELY DETERMINED ITS PHASES, SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW THE
NUMBER OF YEARS AND THE RECKONING. ALLAH HAS NOT CREATED ALL OF THIS
EXCEPT FOR A TRUE PURPOSE. HE MAKES THE SIGNS CLEAR FOR PEOPLE WHO
KNOW.} [SURAT YOUNUS: 5] We believe that Allah made them two of His
great signs that point to His lordship that entail His divinity. He says:



g'f

ST i il Gualnll S35 G 3Ty e i I (a w3 il
[61 1 5Sal] 6T (K55

{IF YOU ASK THEM WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH AND SUBJECTED THE
SUN AND MOON, THEY WILL SURELY SAY: 'ALLAH." HOW ARE THEY THEN DELUDED?}
[SURAT AL-ANKABUT: 61] He also says:
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{AMONG HIS SIGNS ARE THE NIGHT AND THE DAY, THE SUN AND THE MOON. DO
NOT PROSTRATE TO THE SUN OR TO THE MOON, BUT PROSTRATE TO ALLAH WHO
CREATED THEM, IF YOU TRULY WORSHIP HiM.} [SURAT FUsSILAT: 37] And the
Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"Indeed, the sun and the moon are two of Allah's signs. They do not
become eclipsed for the death or birth of anyone. Rather, Allah
strikes fear in His servants through them." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(1048) and An-Nasa’i (1459)] We believe that the sun and the moon
prostrate themselves to Allah, the Lord of all the worlds, and so
does the rest of all creation. Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{DO YOU NOT SEE THAT TO ALLAH PROSTRATE ALL THOSE WHO ARE IN THE
HEAVENS AND ALL THOSE ON EARTH: THE SUN, THE MOON, THE STARS, THE
MOUNTAINS, THE TREES, THE MOVING CREATURES, AND MANY HUMANS? BUT
THERE ARE MANY ON WHOM THE PUNISHMENT HAS BECOME DUE. WHOEVER
ALLAH DISGRACES, NONE CAN HONOR HIM. ALLAH SURELY DOES WHAT HE WILLS.}
[SURAT AL-HAJ: 18] We believe that the sun prostrates underneath
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the Throne every day, as informed by the truthful Prophet (may
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him). Abu Dharr (may Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said to me when the sun had set: "Do you
know where it goes?" | said: "Allah and His Messenger know best."
He said: "It goes till it prostrates itself underneath the Throne, and
then it seeks permission and it is given to it. Then, a time will soon
come when it prostrates, and this will not be accepted from it, and it
seeks permission and it will not be given to it. It will be said: 'Return
from where you came.' So, it will rise from the west. This is the
meaning of the verse:
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{THE SUN IS RUNNING TO ITS DETERMINED COURSE. THAT IS THE DESIGN OF THE
ALL-MIGHTY, ALL-KNOWING.} [SURAT YASIN: 38] [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(3199), Muslim (159), Abu Dawid (4002), and At-Tirmidhi (2186,
3227)]



Chapter on the Creation of the Stars

We believe that Allah created the stars and planets for wise
purposes, one of which is mentioned in the verse that reads:

{AND LANDMARKS AND THE STARS BY WHICH THEY FIND THEIR WAY.} [SURAT AN-
NAHL: 16] Qatadah (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: "Allah
Almighty created these stars for three purposes: an adornment for
the sky, a means whereby people can know their way, and missiles
that stone the devils. Whoever deals with the stars for other
purposes has deviated from the true way and lost the good fortune
and share, and has thus engaged in something he has no knowledge
about." [Tafsir At-Tabari (17/185)] Abu Masa (may Allah be pleased
with him) reported: We offered the Maghrib prayer along with the
Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him).
We then said: "What if we sit and observe the ‘Isha’ prayer with
him." So, we sat down, and he came to us and said: "You are still
sitting here." We said: "O Messenger of Allah, we observed the
Maghrib prayer with you and then said: 'Let us sit down and observe
the ‘Isha’ prayer along with you." Thereupon, he said: "You have
done well or you have done right." He then turned his head toward
the sky - and he would often turn his head toward the sky - and said:
"The stars are a source of security for the sky, and when the stars
disappear, there will come to the sky what it has been promised.
And | am a source of security for my Companions, and when | go
away, there will come to my Companions what they have been
promised. And my Companions are a source of security for my
Ummah, and when my Companions go away, there will come to my



Ummah what they have been promised." [Narrated by Muslim
(2531)] And Allah Almighty says:

[5 1lLal] ... Colal] L o2y Leias 3 oty LA LT U35 31 5

{WE HAVE ADORNED THE LOWEST HEAVEN WITH LAMPS AND HAVE MADE THEM
AS MISSILES TO STONE THE DEVILS.} [SURAT AL-MuLk: 5] lbn ‘Abbas (may
Allah be pleased with him) reported: One of the Prophet's
Companions from the Ansar told me that while they were sitting
one night along with the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him), a star was thrown and shone brightly. He
asked them: "What would you say in jahiliyyah (the pre-Islamic
period of ignorance) when something of that nature was thrown."
They replied: "Allah and His Messenger know best. We used to say
that a great man had been born that night, or that a great man had
died." Thereupon, the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "It is not thrown because of anyone’s
death or life; but when our Lord, Blessed and Exalted be He, decrees
a matter, the bearers of the Throne glorify Him; then the inhabitants
of heaven who are next to them glorify Him, till the glorification
reaches the inhabitants of this worldly heaven. Then, those who are
near the bearers of the Throne ask them: 'What has your Lord said?"
They tell them what He has said. Then, the inhabitants of the
heavens ask one another till it reaches this worldly heaven. Then,
the jinn snatch a hearing and pass it on to their friends and have
[flames] thrown at them. What they bring as it is is true, but they
mix things with it and make additions." [Narrated by Muslim (2229)]
The devils used to eavesdrop, but when Prophet Muhammad (may
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) was sent with the
message, they were denied their positions of eavesdropping. A
Qur'anic verse says:
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{WE USED TO TAKE UP POSITIONS THERE FOR EAVESDROPPING, BUT NOW
ANYONE WHO EAVESDROPS WILL FIND A FLAMING FIRE WAITING FOR HIM.} [SURAT
AL-JINN: 9] Other verses read:
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{WE HAVE ADORNED THE SKY WITH THE BEAUTY OF THE STARS, AND FOR
SAFEGUARDING IT AGAINST EVERY REBELLIOUS DEVIL, SO THAT THEY CANNOT
EAVESDROP ON THE HIGHEST ASSEMBLY [OF ANGELS] AND ARE PELTED FROM EVERY
SIDE TO REPEL THEM; AND FOR THEM THERE WILL BE A PERPETUAL PUNISHMENT,
EXCEPT WHO STEALTHILY SNATCHES AWAY SOME WORDS, HE WILL BE PURSUED BY A
PIERCING FLAME.} [SURAT AS-SAFFAT: 6-10] lbn ‘Abbas (may Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The jinn used to ascend through the
heavens, trying to overhear the revelation. When they heard a
word, they would add nine words to it. The word they heard would
be true, while what they added was false. When the Messenger of
Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) was sent, they
were denied their positions. They mentioned that to Satan — and the
stars were not shot at them before that. Satan said to them: "This is
nothing but an event that has occurred on earth." He sent out his
armies, and they found the Messenger of Allah standing in prayer
between two mountains — | think he said "in Makkah" — and they
returned and met him and informed him about that. Thereupon, he
said: "This is the event that has happened on earth." [Narrated by
At-Tirmidhi (3324), Ahmad (2482), An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra (11562),
and Abu Ya‘la (2502)] We believe that the stars and planets do not



render benefit or cause harm or have any impact on terrestrial or
celestial events. Whoever thinks that they have impact per se has
thus become a disbeliever or a polytheist. Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be
pleased with him) reported: People had a rainfall during the
Prophet's lifetime. Thereupon, he said: "This morning some people
are grateful and others are ungrateful." They said: "This is the mercy
of Allah. And some of them said: "The rise of such and such a star
has been true." So, this verse was revealed:
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{I DO SWEAR BY THE POSITIONS OF THE STARS... AND INSTEAD [OF THANKING
ALLAH] FOR THE PROVISION YOU ARE GIVEN, YOU SHOW INGRATITUDE?} [SURAT
AL-WAQI‘AH: 75-82] [Narrated by Muslim (73)] The Messenger of
Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The thing
| fear most for my Ummah in their latter time is belief in the stars,
denial of destiny, and injustice of the ruler." [Narrated by Ar-
Rawyani (1245) and At-Tabarani in Al-Kabir (8113)] The Prophet
(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) forbade astrology. In
a Hadtth, he said: "Whoever acquires any knowledge of astrology
does acquire a branch of magic, of which he gets more as long as he
continues to do so." [Narrated by Abu Dawidd (3905), Ibn Majah
(3726), Ibn Abi Shaybah (26159), Ahmad (2000), and ‘Abd ibn
Humayd (714)] So, it is not permissible to acquire knowledge of the
stars except within the limits needed for guidance in the land and
sea. This is because studying them leads to divination. Sa‘ld ibn
Jubayr reported: A man came to ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas and said: "O
Abu ‘Abbas, advise me." He said: "l advise you to fear Allah. Beware
of speaking badly about the Prophet's Companions, for you do not
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know how they excelled in merit. Beware of the work of the stars
(astrology), except to the extent needed for guidance in the land or
sea, for it leads to divination. And beware of sitting with those who
deny destiny. Whoever likes that his supplication be answered and
his deeds purified and accepted from him should be truthful in
speech, fulfill his trust, and have good feelings toward Muslims."
[Narrated by Ibn Battah in Al-lbanah (1987)]
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Chapter on the Creation of the Angels

We believe that Allah created the angels from light. ‘A’ishah (may
Allah be pleased with her) reported: The Messenger of Allah (may
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The angels were
created from light, the jinn were created from a smokeless flame of
fire, and Adam was created from what has been described to you."
[Narrated by Muslim (2996)] The angels have variant forms of
creation. Allah Almighty says:
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{ALL PRAISE BE TO ALLAH, THE ORIGINATOR OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, WHO
MADE THE ANGELS MESSENGERS WITH TWO, THREE, OR FOUR WINGS. HE
INCREASES IN CREATION WHATEVER HE WILLS. INDEED, ALLAH IS MOST CAPABLE
OF ALL THINGS.} [SURAT FATIR: 1] And the Prophet (may Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon him) stated that he saw Jibril and that he has
six hundred wings and is massive in size. Abu Is-haq ash-Shaybani
reported: | asked Zirr ibn Hubaysh about the verses
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{UNTIL HE WAS ONLY TWO BOW-LENGTHS AWAY OR EVEN CLOSER. THEN HE
REVEALED TO HIS SLAVE WHAT HE HAD TO REVEAL} [SURAT AN-NAJM: 9-10], and
he said: Ibn Mas‘ld related to us: "He saw Jibril, having six hundred
wings." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3232), Muslim (174), and At-
Tirmidhi (3277)] ‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) said:
"Whoever claims that Muhammad saw his Lord has committed a
great fault. He only saw libril in his genuine form, covering the



whole horizon." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3234), Muslim (177), and
At-Tirmidhi (3068)]

We will talk extensively about the angels in the the Book of Belief
in the Angels, Allah Willing. Our talk here is limited to their creation
only.
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Chapter on the Creation of the Jinn and
Devils

We believe that Allah created the jinn from a smokeless flame of
fire. In the Qur’an, He says:
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{AND THE JINN WE CREATED BEFORE THAT, FROM SMOKELESS FIRE.} [SURAT AL-
HiR: 27] He also says:
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{AND HE CREATED THE JINN FROM A SMOKELESS FLAME OF FIRE.} [SURAT AR-
RAHMAN: 15] And the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "The angels were created from light,
the jinn were created from a smokeless flame of fire, and Adam was
created from what has been described to you." [Narrated by Muslim
(2996)] We believe that Allah, the Exalted, created the jinn and
humankind to worship Him. He says:
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{I HAVE NOT CREATED THE JINN AND MANKIND EXCEPT TO WORSHIP ME.} [SURAT
ADH-DHARIYAT: 56] The jinn may include warners among themselves,
but not messengers. Allah Almighty says:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN WE SENT TO YOU A GROUP OF JINN TO LISTEN TO THE
QUR’AN. WHEN THEY HEARD IT, THEY SAID [TO ONE ANOTHER]: "LISTEN



ATTENTIVELY." THEN WHEN IT WAS OVER, THEY RETURNED TO THEIR PEOPLE AS
WARNERS. } [SURAT AL-AHQAF: 29] Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with
him) said: "The messengers are from humankind, and the jinn have
warners." [Tafsir Ibn Kathir (3/340)]

As for the verse that says:
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{O ASSEMBLY OF JINN AND HUMANS, DID THERE NOT COME TO YOU MESSENGERS
FROM AMONG YOU, RECITING TO YOU MY VERSES AND WARNING YOU OF MEETING
THIS DAY OF YOURS?} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 130] This means: from you as a
whole, not from each party of you. This is similar to the verse that
says: {AND HE HAS PLACED THE MOON THEREIN AS A LIGHT.} And the verse
that reads: {YET THEY REJECTED HIM AND HAMSTRUNG HER}, even though it
is only one of them who did so.

We believe that the jinn had been created before Adam. Hence,
Allah Almighty says:

[27 taall] &Y Vo saldl G e (3 e 4818 (a5

{AND THE JINN WE CREATED BEFORE THAT, FROM SMOKELESS FIRE.} [SURAT AL-
HiR: 27] The chief of the devils is Satan - may Allah protect us from
him. Allah created him from fire, like the other jinn and devils.
Speaking about Satan, Allah, Exalted be He, says:

I T T R L T T TPV SN TP - N
%n’g_}j’nwﬁm}#uw“/,,9334_;.9):\;1_'\Jb&y\;!@u?\mud\ﬂgﬁ»
[12 1l e Y]



{HE sAID: "l AM BETTER THAN HIM; YOU CREATED ME FROM FIRE AND CREATED
HIM FROM CLAY."} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 12] And that Satan had been one of
the jinn. Allah Almighty says:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN WE SAID TO THE ANGELS: "PROSTRATE BEFORE
ADAM," SO THEY ALL PROSTRATED EXCEPT SATAN, WHO WAS ONE OF THE JINN,
BUT HE DISOBEYED THE COMMAND OF HIS LORD.} [SURAT AL-KAHF: 50] It was
Satan who tempted Adam and Eve and caused them to be driven
out of Paradise. He whispered to them and swore that he was giving
them sincere advice. He deluded them with deception. They
complied, and ate from the tree. Allah Almighty says:
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{O ADAM, DWELL IN PARADISE, YOU AND YOUR WIFE, AND EAT FROM WHEREVER
YOU WISH, BUT DO NOT APPROACH THIS TREE, OR ELSE YOU WILL BOTH BE AMONG
THE WRONGDOERS. THEN SATAN WHISPERED TO THEM IN ORDER TO EXPOSE WHAT
WAS HIDDEN FROM THEM OF THEIR PRIVATE PARTS. HE SAID: "YOUR LORD HAS
ONLY FORBIDDEN TO YOU THIS TREE TO PREVENT YOU FROM BECOMING ANGELS OR
IMMORTALS." AND HE SWORE TO THEM: "l AM INDEED YOUR SINCERE ADVISER."
SO HE DELUDED THEM BOTH WITH DECEPTION. WHEN THEY TASTED THE TREE,
THEIR PRIVATE PARTS BECAME VISIBLE TO THEM, SO THEY BEGAN TO PUT TOGETHER
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LEAVES OF THE GARDEN TO COVER THEMSELVES. THEIR LORD CALLED THEM: "DID |
NOT FORBID YOU FROM THAT TREE AND TELL YOU THAT SATAN IS YOUR SWORN
ENEMY?" THEY SAID: "OUR LORD, WE HAVE WRONGED OURSELVES; IF YOU DO
NOT FORGIVE US AND HAVE MERCY UPON US, WE WILL SURELY BE AMONG THE
LOSERS."} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 19-23] We believe that Satan arrogantly
disdained to prostrate, and so Allah got angry at him, cursed him,
and expelled him from the Paradise of eternity; that he asked Allah
to give him respite till the Day of Judgment, which Allah granted
him; and that he swore by the might of Allah that he would tempt
all the children of Adam, except the chosen servants of Allah.
Informing us about Satan's plotting, Allah Almighty says:
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{[REMEMBER] WHEN YOUR LORD SAID TO THE ANGELS: "| AM GOING TO CREATE
A HUMAN BEING FROM CLAY. WHEN | COMPLETED HIS CREATION AND BREATHED
INTO HIM OF MY SPIRIT, FALL DOWN IN PROSTRATION TO HIM." THEN THE ANGELS
FELL DOWN IN PROSTRATION ALL TOGETHER, EXCEPT SATAN, WHO WAS ARROGANT
AND BECAME ONE OF THE DISBELIEVERS. HE SAID: "O SATAN, WHAT PREVENTED
YOU FROM PROSTRATING TO WHOM | CREATED WITH MY Two HANDS? DID YOu
JUST BECOME PROUD OR HAVE YOU ALWAYS BEEN ARROGANT?" HE SAID: "l AM
BETTER THAN HIM: YOU CREATED ME FROM FIRE AND CREATED HIM FROM CLAY."
HE SAID: "THEN GET OUT OF HERE, FOR YOU ARE ACCURSED, AND MY CURSE WILL
BE UPON YOU UNTIL THE DAY OF JUDGMENT." HE SAID: "MY LORD, THEN GIVE ME
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RESPITE UNTIL THE DAY OF THEIR RESURRECTION." HE SAID: "YOU ARE GIVEN
RESPITE, UNTIL THE DAY OF THE APPOINTED TIME." HE SAID: "BY YOUR MIGHT, |
WILL SURELY MISLEAD THEM ALL, EXCEPT YOUR CHOSEN SLAVES AMONG THEM."}
[SURAT SAD: 71-83] In other verses, Allah Almighty says:

3

538 (o3 el 0 (p Y & ) izl Gl s 21 SR8V 5521 Lad 08
[17-16 1 e 1] 4V & S b 5R1 353 ¥ 5 Lellas e 5 3l G 5

{HE [SATAN] SAID: "SINCE YOU HAVE LED ME ASTRAY, | WILL CERTAINLY LIE IN
WAIT FOR THEM ON YOUR STRAIGHT PATH. THEN | WILL COME AGAINST THEM
FROM THEIR FRONT AND FROM THEIR BACK, FROM THEIR RIGHT AND FROM THEIR
LEFT, AND YOU WILL NOT FIND MOST OF THEM GRATEFUL."} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 16-
17] The jinn are accountable and required to follow the religion, and
they have the ability to hear and understand the revelation from the
messengers and warners. Hence, when they heard the Qur’an, they
said the following:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN WE SENT TO YOU A GROUP OF JINN TO LISTEN TO THE
QUR’AN. WHEN THEY HEARD IT, THEY SAID [TO ONE ANOTHER]: "LISTEN
ATTENTIVELY." THEN WHEN IT WAS OVER, THEY RETURNED TO THEIR PEOPLE AS
WARNERS. THEY SAID: "O OUR PEOPLE, WE HAVE HEARD A SCRIPTURE THAT HAS
BEEN SENT DOWN AFTER MOSES, CONFIRMING WHAT CAME BEFORE IT; IT GUIDES
TO THE TRUTH AND TO A STRAIGHT PATH."} [SURAT AL-AHQAF: 29-30] We
know that there are righteous jinn and those who are otherwise.
Those who believe among them will enter Paradise, and those who
disbelieve will go to Hellfire. Allah Almighty says:

- ‘\" rAS ‘/“ «
<
-~

= 55

A N
BN



[11 ool ) 31338 Gl 5k B& 35 53 Uiy ¢y ALl e Ul 5

{AMONG US ARE SOME WHO ARE RIGHTEOUS AND SOME WHO ARE OTHERWISE,
FOR WE FOLLOW DIVERGENT WAYS.} [SURAT AL-JINN: 11] Then, He says:
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{"AMONG US ARE SOME WHO ARE MUSLIMS AND SOME WHO ARE DEVIANT.
THOSE WHO ACCEPTED ISLAM HAVE SOUGHT THE TRUE GUIDANCE, BUT THOSE WHO
ARE DEVIANT, THEY WILL BE FUEL FOR HELL."} [SURAT AL-JINN: 14-15] Telling
about how the angels will blame the wicked among humans and jinn
on the Day of Judgment, Allah Almighty says:
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{"O ASSEMBLY OF JINN AND HUMANS, DID THERE NOT COME TO YOU
MESSENGERS FROM AMONG YOU, RECITING TO YOU MY VERSES AND WARNING YOU
OF THE MEETING THIS DAY OF YOURS?"} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 130] He also says:
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{HE WiLL SAY: "ENTER THE FIRE ALONG WITH NATIONS OF JINN AND HUMANS
WHO HAVE PASSED ON BEFORE YOU."} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 38] Allah, the
Exalted, points out that the reason for their entry into Hellfire is that
they did not listen to guidance with the intent to accept it. He says:
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{WE HAVE SURELY CREATED FOR HELL MANY JINN AND HUMANS. THEY HAVE
HEARTS WITH WHICH THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND, EYES WITH WHICH THEY DO NOT
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SEE, AND EARS WITH WHICH THEY DO NOT HEAR.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 179] This
verse indicates that the jinn have hearts, ears, and eyes. The devils
also have voices with which they entice people. Allah Almighty says:
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{ENTICE WITH YOUR VOICE WHOEVER OF THEM YOU CAN; MOBILIZE AGAINST
THEM YOUR CAVALRY AND INFANTRY.} [SURAT AL-ISRA’: 64] Allah, Exalted be
He, warns people not to be seduced by Satan as he seduced their
father. In the Qur'an, He says:
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{O CHILDREN OF ADAM, DO NOT LET SATAN SEDUCE YOU AS HE CAUSED YOUR
PARENTS TO BE EXPELLED FROM THE GARDEN, STRIPPING THEM OF THEIR
GARMENTS AND MAKING THEIR PRIVATE PARTS VISIBLE TO THEM. HE AND HIS
OFFSPRING SEE YOU FROM WHERE YOU CANNOT SEE THEM. WE HAVE MADE THE
DEVILS ALLIES TO THOSE WHO DISBELIEVE.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 27] We believe
that although the devil knows that he cannot seduce the chosen
servants of Allah, he still tries to seduce them, along with his
soldiers, and spoil their worship. Our Lord says:
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{SIMILARLY DID WE MAKE FOR EVERY PROPHET ENEMIES, DEVILS FROM AMONG
MEN AND JINN, WHISPERING TO ONE ANOTHER ALLURING WORDS OF DELUSION. IF
ALLAH HAD WILLED, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE DONE SO. SO LEAVE THEM TO THEIR
FABRICATIONS.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 112] And the Prophet (may Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "An ifrit of the jinn escaped
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yesterday to interrupt my prayer, but Allah gave me power over
him; so | seized him and intended to tie him to one of the pillars of
the mosque in order that you might all look at him; but |
remembered the supplication of my brother Sulayman (Solomon)
'My Lord, give me such a kingdom as will not be fitting for anyone
after me'; so | made him clear out.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (461)
and Muslim (541)] lbn Mas‘Gd (may Allah be pleased with him)
reported: The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon him) said: "There is none of you who does not have his
partner from among the jinn and his partner from among the angels
put in charge of him." They said: "Does this also apply to you, O
Messenger of Allah?" He replied: "It applies to me, but Allah has
helped me against him and he has accepted Islam; so he commands
me to do only what is good." [Narrated by Muslim (2814)] Sabrah
ibn Abi Fakih (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: | heard the
Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
say: "The devil sits in the paths of the son of Adam. He sits waiting
for him on the path to Islam, and he says: 'Will you accept Islam,
and leave your religion, and the religion of your forefathers?' But he
disobeys him and accepts Islam. Then, he sits waiting for him on the
path to emigration, and he says: 'Will you emigrate and leave
behind your land and sky? The one who emigrates is like a horse
tethered to a peg.' But he disobeys him and emigrates. Then, he sits,
waiting for him on the path to Jihad, and he says: 'Will you fight in
Jihad when it will cost you your life and your wealth? You will fight
and be killed, and your wife will remarry, and your wealth will be
divided.' But he disobeys him and fights in Jihad." Whoever does
that has a right upon Allah Almighty that He admits him to Paradise.
Whoever is killed has a right upon Allah Almighty that He admits
him to Paradise. And if he drowns, he has a right upon Allah that He
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admits him to Paradise, or if he is thrown by his mount and his neck
is broken, he has a right upon Allah that He admits him to Paradise."
[Narrated by An-Nasa’i (3134), and in Al-Kubra (4327), Ibn Abi
Shaybah (19675), Ahmad (15958), and Ibn Hibban (4593)] If the
devil does not lose hope for gaining power over the prophets (peace
be upon them), he must be more determined with other people.
Abu al-‘Al3’ related that ‘Uthman ibn Abi al-‘As (may Allah be
pleased with him) came to the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) and said: "O Messenger of Allah, Satan
intervenes between me and my prayer and my recitation of the
Qur’an and he confounds me." Thereupon, the Messenger of Allah
(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "That is the
devil known as Khinzab. When you perceive his effect, seek refuge
with Allah from him and spit three times to your left." He said: "l did
that and Allah dispelled him from me." [Narrated by Muslim (2203)]
In another Hadith, the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Indeed, the devil flows in a man like
his blood." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2038, 7171)] lbn Battah (may
Allah have mercy upon him) set a chapter about this meaning in his
book Al-lbanah; it reads: "Chapter on the belief that the devil is a
created being who has power against the children of Adam and
flows in them like blood, except those protected by Allah from him.
Those who deny that are among the ruined sects." [Al-Ibanah Al-
Kubra, by Ibn Battah (4/61)] We know that the children of Adam
receive thoughts from the angels and others from the devils. The
Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
demonstrated to us how to evade the thoughts from the devils.
‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘tGd (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "The devil draws near to man, and so does the angel. The



devil’s approach consists of promise of what is evil and denial of
what is true; whereas the angel’s approach consists of promise of
what is good and confirmation of what is true. When anyone
experiences the latter, let him know that it comes from Allah and let
him praise Allah; but if he experiences the other, let him seek refuge
in Allah from the accursed devil." Then, he recited
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{SATAN THREATENS YOU WITH POVERTY AND ORDERS YOU TO COMMIT
SHAMEFUL ACTS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 268] [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi
(2988), Ibn al-Mubarak in Az-Zuhd (1435), Ahmad in Az-Zuhd (854),
and Abu Dawdid in Az-Zuhd (164)] We believe that Allah protects His
believing servants from the plots of the devil, as long as they ask for
His forgiveness. A Hadith in the Musnad Collection reads: "The devil
said: 'By Your might, my Lord, | will continue to lead Your servants
astray as long as their souls are in their bodies.' The Lord said: 'By
My might and Majesty, | will con-tinue to pardon them as long as
they ask for My forgiveness." [Narrated by Ahmad (11237), ‘Abd ibn
Humayd (932), Abu Ya‘la (1273, 1399), At-Tabarani in Al-Awsat
(8788) and in Ad-Du‘a’ (1779)] We know that the devil can appear in
a human form or in any other form as permitted by Allah Almighty.
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
put me in charge of the Zakah of Ramadan. Someone came to me
and started scooping some of the foodstuff with both hands. |
caught him and told him that | will take him to the Messenger of
Allah. Then, Abu Hurayrah told the whole narration and added: He
(i.e. the thief) said: "Whenever you go to your bed, recite the Verse
of the Kursi, for then a guardian from Allah will be guarding you, and
Satan will not approach you till dawn." Thereupon, the Prophet
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(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "He told you
the truth, though he is a frequent liar; that was a devil." [Narrated
by Al-Bukhari as mu‘allag (3275, 5010) from his shaykh ‘Uthman ibn
al-Haytham in both places] People in jahiliyyah, due to their
extreme ignorance, would turn to the leaders of jinn for help, which
would only increase their fear and burden. Allah Almighty tells us
about that, saying:
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{AND THERE WERE SOME MEN WHO USED TO SEEK REFUGE WITH SOME JINN, BUT
THEY ONLY INCREASED THEM IN BURDEN.} [SURAT AL-JINN: 6] We believe that
idol worshipers do actually worship the jinn. In the Qur'an, Allah
Almighty says:
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{ON THE DAY WHEN HE GATHERS THEM ALL TOGETHER, THEN HE WILL SAY TO
THE ANGELS: "WAS IT YOU THAT THEY USED TO WORSHIP?" THEY WILL SAY:
“GLORY BE TO YOU! YOU ARE OUR PROTECTOR, NOT THEY. RATHER THEY USED TO
WORSHIP THE JINN; MOST OF THEM BELIEVED IN THEM."} [SURAT SABA’: 40-41]
We know that the devil allures man into disbelief and then forsakes
him. Allah Almighty says:
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{THEY ARE LIKE SATAN WHEN HE SAYS TO MAN, 'DISBELIEVE," THEN WHEN HE
DISBELIEVES, HE SAYS: "l HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH YOU. | SURELY FEAR ALLAH,
THE LORD OF THE WORLDS."} [SURAT AL-HASHR: 16] Also, he allures him
into magic and teaches him to practice it. Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{BUT THE DEVILS DISBELIEVED, TEACHING PEOPLE MAGIC.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH:
102] And we know that Satan will forsake his allies in the Hereafter
and blame them for following him. Allah Almighty informs that
Satan will stand and speak to people in Hellfire. He says:

&); ,,,,,

(;}Sé/’ p L\LAJ;SHS-'H)‘J!J@}‘“JL e ’QV;S" Ju\‘}”u.khwéﬂb
%YY(}J\u_a\.Js}@M\u\ﬂwuﬁﬁ\mu}s@\@wﬁ\u}
[22 1) 2]

{SATAN WILL SAY WHEN THE MATTER IS FINALLY DECIDED: "ALLAH GAVE YOU A
TRUE PROMISE; | ALSO GAVE YOU PROMISE, BUT | BETRAYED YOU. | HAD NO
AUTHORITY OVER YOU, EXCEPT THAT | CALLED YOU AND YOU RESPONDED TO ME. SO
DO NOT BLAME ME, BUT BLAME YOURSELVES. | CANNOT RESCUE YOU, NOR CAN YOU
RESCUE ME. | DENY YOUR PREVIOUS ASSOCIATION OF ME WITH ALLAH. INDEED, FOR
THE WRONGDOERS THERE WILL BE A PAINFUL PUNISHMENT."} [SURAT IBRAHIM:
22]
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Chapter on the Creation of Man

We believe that Allah informed His angels that He will put a
vicegerent on earth to populate it and fill it with worship. He says:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN YOUR LORD SAID TO THE ANGELS: "l AM GOING TO
APPOINT A VICEGERENT ON EARTH." THEY SAID: "WILL YOU APPOINT ON IT
SOMEONE WHO WILL SPREAD CORRUPTION THEREIN AND SHED BLOOD, WHILE WE
GLORIFY YOU WITH YOUR PRAISES AND PROCLAIM YOUR HOLINESS?" HE SAID: "
KNOW THAT WHICH YOU DO NOT KNOW."} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 30] And He
informs that He created Adam from dust, saying:
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[THE SIMILITUDE OF JESUS BEFORE ALLAH IS LIKE THAT OF ADAM; HE CREATED
HIM FROM DUST, THEN SAID TO HIM, 'BE,' AND HE WAS.} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 59]
And the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Indeed, Allah Almighty created Adam from a handful that He
took from all of the earth. So, the children of Adam come in
accordance with the earth: some of them come red, white, or black,
and between that; and some come bad or good, and thin or thick,
and between that." [Narrated by Abu Dawid (4693), At-Tirmidhi
(2955), ‘Abdur-Razzaq in At-Tafsir (41), Ahmad (19582), and Al-
Bazzar (3025, 3026)] Then, Allah Almighty turned this dust into mud
and created him in stages. Our Lord says:
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{WE HAVE CREATED MAN FROM SOUNDING CLAY, MADE OF AGING MUD. AND
THE JINN WE CREATED BEFORE THAT, FROM SMOKELESS FIRE. AND [REMEMBER]
WHEN YOUR LORD SAID TO THE ANGELS: "| AM GOING TO CREATE A HUMAN BEING
FROM SOUNDING CLAY, MADE OF AGING MUD. WHEN | HAVE SHAPED HIM AND
BREATHED INTO HIM OF MY SPIRIT, THEN FALL DOWN BEFORE HIM IN
PROSTRATION." THEREUPON, ALL OF THE ANGELS FELL DOWN IN PROSTRATION.}
[SURAT AL-HIJR: 26-30] He also says:
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{WE CREATED MAN FROM AN EXTRACT OF CLAY.} [SURAT AL-MU’MINON: 12]
In another verse, He says:
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{So Ask THEM: "ARE THEY MORE DIFFICULT TO CREATE OR OTHER THINGS WE
CREATED?" WE CREATED THEM FROM STICKY CLAY.} [SURAT AS-SAFFAT: 11]
After citing the verses that mention the creation of Adam (peace be
upon him), Imam Ahmad (may Allah have mercy upon him) said:
"We say: This is the start of the creation of Adam. Allah first created
him from dust, then from mud, red, black, and white; and from good
and salty mud; that's why his children include the good, bad, black,
red, and white. Then, He wetted this dust, and it turned into mud;
hence His words {from clay}. Then, the mud became sticky. Then He
says {FROM AN EXTRACT OF CLAY.} This is like mud when it comes out
from between the fingers and then it decays and becomes aging
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mud. So, he was created from aging mud, and when it went dry, it
became clay like pottery. It has a sound similar to that of pottery.
Thus, the creation of Adam has been explained. As for His statement
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{FROM THE EXTRACT OF A WORTHLESS FLUID.} [SURAT As-SAIDAH: 8], this is
the beginning of the creation of his progeny; from {the extract},
which is the sperm, as it comes out of a man; that is the fluid, the
worthless and weak fluid." [Ar-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah Wa Az-
Zanadigah (179-180); edition of Daghash al-‘Ajmi] We believe that
Allah created Adam with His Noble Hand and made the angels
prostrate to him. In the Qur’an, He says:
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{WHEN | HAVE SHAPED HIM AND BREATHED INTO HIM OF MY SPIRIT, THEN FALL
DOWN BEFORE HIM IN PROSTRATION. THEREUPON, ALL OF THE ANGELS FELL DOWN
IN PROSTRATION.} [SURAT AL-HIR: 29-30] And the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The believers will gather on
the Day of Resurrection and say: 'Let us look for someone to
intercede for us with our Lord.' They will go to Adam and say: 'You
are the father of mankind, and Allah created you with His own Hand
and ordered the angels to prostrate to you." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(4476), Muslim (193), and lbn Majah (4312)] We believe that Allah
Almighty created Adam (peace be upon him) in His own image. Abu
Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Allah created
Adam in His image; he is sixty cubits in height." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (6227) and Muslim (2841)] He also reported that the



Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "If one
of you fights his brother, let him avoid the face, for indeed Allah
created Adam in His image." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2559) and
Muslim (2612); this is the wording by Muslim] In another Hadith
reported by Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), the
Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "If one
of you beats another, let him avoid the face, and he should not say
'may Allah make your face ugly, and any face that resembles yours',
for indeed Allah Almighty created Adam in His image." [Narrated by
‘Abdur-Razzaq (17952), Al-Humaydi (1153), Ahmad (7420), Al-
Bukhari in Al-Adab Al-Mufrad (173), and Ibn Abi ‘Asim in As-Sunnah
(531)] We believe that Allah created for Adam a spouse from
himself, in whom he would find comfort: that was Eve. Allah,
Exalted be He, says:
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{IT 1s HE WHO CREATED YOU FROM A SINGLE SOUL, AND FROM IT HE MADE ITS
SPOUSE, SO THAT HE MAY FIND COMFORT IN HER.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 189] He
also says:
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{O MANKIND, FEAR YOUR LORD WHO CREATED YOU FROM A SINGLE SOUL, AND
CREATED FROM IT ITS MATE, AND FROM BOTH OF THEM CREATED COUNTLESS MEN

AND WOMEN.} [SURAT AN-NIsA”: 1] We believe that Allah created Adam
and Eve and made them dwell in Paradise. He says:
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{WE saip: "O ADAM, DWELL IN PARADISE, YOU AND YOUR WIFE; AND EAT
PLEASANTLY FROM WHEREVER YOU WISH."} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 35] He
forbade them both to eat from the tree, but Satan whispered to
them - out of envy - and they ate therefrom. So, Allah drove them
out of Paradise and made them get down to earth. In the Qur’an, He
says:
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{O ADAM, DWELL IN PARADISE, YOU AND YOUR WIFE, AND EAT FROM WHEREVER
YOU WISH, BUT DO NOT APPROACH THIS TREE, OR ELSE YOU WILL BOTH BE AMONG
THE WRONGDOERS. THEN SATAN WHISPERED TO THEM IN ORDER TO EXPOSE WHAT
WAS HIDDEN FROM THEM OF THEIR PRIVATE PARTS. HE SAID: "YOUR LORD HAS
ONLY FORBIDDEN TO YOU THIS TREE TO PREVENT YOU FROM BECOMING ANGELS OR
IMMORTALS." AND HE SWORE TO THEM: " AM INDEED YOUR SINCERE ADVISER."
SO HE DELUDED THEM BOTH WITH DECEPTION. WHEN THEY TASTED THE TREE,
THEIR PRIVATE PARTS BECAME VISIBLE TO THEM, SO THEY BEGAN TO PUT TOGETHER
LEAVES OF THE GARDEN TO COVER THEMSELVES. THEIR LORD CALLED THEM: "DID |
NOT FORBID YOU FROM THAT TREE AND TELL YOU THAT SATAN IS YOUR SWORN
ENEMY?" THEY SAID: "OUR LORD, WE HAVE WRONGED OURSELVES; IF YOU DO
NOT FORGIVE US AND HAVE MERCY UPON US, WE WILL SURELY BE AMONG THE
LOSERS." ALLAH SAID: "GET DOWN AS ENEMIES TO ONE ANOTHER. YOU WILL FIND
A DWELLING PLACE ON EARTH AND PROVISION FOR AN APPOINTED TIME." HE SAID:



"THERE YOU WILL LIVE, AND THERE YOU WILL DIE, AND FROM THERE YOU WILL BE
RAISED AGAIN."} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 19-25] We believe that Allah made
Adam a vicegerent on earth. He says:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN YOUR LORD SAID TO THE ANGELS: "l AM GOING TO
APPOINT A VICEGERENT ON EARTH." THEY SAID: "WILL YOU APPOINT ON IT
SOMEONE WHO WILL SPREAD CORRUPTION THEREIN AND SHED BLOOD, WHILE WE
GLORIFY YOU WITH YOUR PRAISES AND PROCLAIM YOUR HOLINESS?" HE SAID: "
KNOW THAT WHICH YOU DO NOT KNOW."} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 30] Allah
Almighty tested him, but he forgot and sinned. Then Allah chose
him and guided him. He says:
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{WE HAD ALREADY GIVEN A COMMAND TO ADAM BEFORE, BUT HE FORGOT, AND
WE FOUND HIM LACKING A FIRM RESOLVE.} [SURAT TAHA: 115] Adam
received some words from his Lord because of which He pardoned
him and accepted his repentance. Allah Almighty says:
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{THEN ADAM RECEIVED SOME WORDS FROM HIS LORD, AND HE ACCEPTED HIS
REPENTANCE. HE IS THE ACCEPTER OF REPENTANCE, MOST MERCIFUL. WE SAID:
"GO DOWN ALL OF YOU FROM HERE! THEN WHEN MY GUIDANCE COMES TO YOU;
WHOEVER FOLLOWS MY GUIDANCE, THEY WILL HAVE NO FEAR, NOR WILL THEY
GRIEVE."} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 37-38] We believe that Allah Almighty
had predestined all this for Adam 40 years before creating him. Abu
Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger
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of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Adam
and Misa debated. Musa said to him: 'O Adam, you are our father
but have deprived us and caused us to be expelled from Paradise
because of your sin.' Adam said to him: 'O Mdsa, Allah chose you for
His speech, and he wrote the Torah for you with His own Hand. Are
you blaming me for something which Allah decreed for me forty
years before He created me?' Thus, Adam won the argument with
Musa; thus Adam won the argument with Musa; thus Adam won the
argument with Musa." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6614), Muslim
(2652), Abu Dawad (4701), At-Tirmidhi (2134), and lbn Majah (80)]
We believe that the creation of the children of Adam began as Allah
Almighty informs, as He says:
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{O MANKIND, IF YOU ARE IN DOUBT CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION, THEN WE
SURELY CREATED YOU FROM DUST, THEN FROM A DROP OF SPERM, THEN FROM A
CLOT, THEN FROM A LUMP OF FLESH — FORMED OR UNFORMED — SO THAT WE MAY
MAKE IT CLEAR TO YOU [OUR POWER]. WE SETTLE IN THE WOMBS WHATEVER WE
WILL FOR AN APPOINTED TERM. THEN WE BRING YOU OUT AS INFANTS, THEN [WE
NURTURE YOU] SO THAT YOU MAY REACH YOUR MATURITY. THEN SOME OF YOU
DIE, WHILE OTHERS ARE LEFT TO REACH THE DECREPIT OLD AGE SO THAT THEY MAY
KNOW NOTHING AFTER HAVING KNOWLEDGE.} [SURAT AL-HAJ: 5] And He
Almighty says:
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{WE CREATED MAN FROM AN EXTRACT OF CLAY, THEN WE PLACED HIM AS A
SPERM-DROP IN A SAFE PLACE, THEN WE MADE THE SPERM-DROP INTO A CLINGING
CLOT, THEN WE MADE THE CLINGING CLOT INTO A LUMP, THEN WE MADE THE
LUMP INTO BONES, AND WE CLOTHED THE BONES WITH FLESH, AND THEN WE
DEVELOPED IT INTO ANOTHER CREATION. SO BLESSED IS ALLAH, THE BEST OF
CREATORS.} [SURAT AL-MU’MINON: 12-14] ‘Abdullah (may Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him), the truthful and truly inspired
one, related to us: "The creation of everyone of you starts with the
process of collecting the material for his body within forty days in
the womb of his mother. Then, he becomes a clot of thick blood for
a similar period and then he becomes like a piece of flesh for a
similar period. Then, Allah sends an angel, who is ordered to write
four things: his deeds, his sustenance, his life span, and whether he
will be wretched or blissful. Then, the soul is breathed into him."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3208), Muslim (2643), Abu Dawid (4708),
At-Tirmidhi (2137), and Ibn Majah (76)] The Prophet (may Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) pointed out why a baby
sometimes resembles his father and sometimes his mother.
‘Abdullah ibn Salam said to him: "I am going to ask you about three
things which only a prophet can answer: What is the first sign of the
Hour? What is the first food the people of Paradise will eat? Why
does a child resemble his father or his mother?" The Prophet (may
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) replied: "Jibril has just
informed me about that." Ibn Salam said: "He is the enemy of the
Jews amongst the angels." The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and



blessings be upon him) said: "As for the first sign of the Hour, it is a
fire that will collect the people from the east to the west. As for the
first meal the people of Paradise will eat, it is the caudate lobe of
the fish liver. As for the child, if the man's discharge precedes the
woman's discharge, the child resembles the man; and if the
woman's discharge precedes the man's, the child resembles the
woman." Thereupon, ‘Abdullah ibn Salam said: "l testify that none is
worthy of being worshiped but Allah and that you are the
Messenger of Allah." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3938)] We believe
that all people are children of Adam, and Adam was created from
dust. So, there is no superiority for anyone over another except in
terms of piety. Allah Almighty says:
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{O MANKIND, WE HAVE CREATED YOU FROM A MALE AND A FEMALE, AND MADE
YOU INTO NATIONS AND TRIBES SO THAT YOU MAY RECOGNIZE ONE ANOTHER.
INDEED, THE MOST NOBLE OF YOU BEFORE ALLAH IS THE MOST RIGHTEOUS AMONG
YOU. INDEED, ALLAH IS ALL-KNOWING, ALL-AWARE.} [SURAT AL-HUJURAT: 13]
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Indeed, Allah has removed from you the pride of jahiliyyah
(ignorance) and its boasting in ancestors. One is only a pious
believer or a wretched sinner. You are the children of Adam, and
Adam came from dust." [Narrated by Abu Dawidd (5116), At-
Tirmidhi (3956), Al-Mu‘afa ibn ‘Imran in Az-Zuhd (147), lbn Wahb in
Al-Jami‘ (30), and Ahmad (8736)] We believe that Allah created
Adam from dust and created for him a spouse from himself, namely
Eve; and He created all other people from a worthless fluid, except



‘Isa (Jesus) (peace be upon him), for Allah created him from a
mother and without a father. He informs about this in the Qur'an,

saying:
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{[REMEMBER] WHEN THE ANGELS SAID: "O MARY, ALLAH GIVES YOU GLAD
TIDINGS OF A WORD FROM HIM, WHOSE NAME WILL BE THE MESSIAH, JESUS, SON
OF MARY; HONORABLE IN THIS WORLD AND IN THE HEREAFTER, AND ONE OF THOSE
NEAR [TO ALLAH]. HE WILL SPEAK TO PEOPLE IN THE CRADLE AND IN MATURITY,
AND HE WILL BE ONE OF THE RIGHTEOUS." SHE SAID: "MY LORD, HOW CAN | HAVE
A CHILD WHEN NO MAN HAS EVER TOUCHED ME?" HE SAID: "THUS ALLAH CREATES
WHAT HE WiLLS. WHEN HE DECREES SOMETHING, HE ONLY SAYS TO IT ‘BE’, AND IT
Is."} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 45-47] We believe that ‘Isa (peace be upon
him) - though created in an exceptional way - is a servant and
Messenger of Allah. Allah, the Exalted, says about him:
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{HE WAS ONLY A SLAVE WHOM WE FAVORED AND MADE HIM AN EXAMPLE FOR
THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL.} [SURAT AZ-ZUKHRUF: 59] He was a human, who
ate food, and was not a god. Allah Almighty says:
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{THE MESSIAH, SON OF MARY, WAS NO MORE THAN A MESSENGER. THERE WERE
MESSENGERS WHO PASSED AWAY BEFORE HIM, AND HIS MOTHER WAS A WOMAN
OF TRUTH; THEY BOTH ATE FOOD. SEE HOW WE MAKE OUR SIGNS CLEAR TO THEM,
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YET SEE HOW THEY ARE DELUDED!} [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 75] We find in the
Qur'an that Allah Almighty responds to those who claim that the
Messiah is a god, with many proofs. For example, He says:
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{ALLAH HAS NEVER BEGOTTEN A SON, NOR IS THERE ANY GOD BESIDES Him.
OTHERWISE, EACH GOD WOULD HAVE TAKEN AWAY WHAT HE HAD CREATED, AND
EACH WOULD HAVE TRIED TO GAIN SUPREMACY OVER THE OTHER. GLORY BE TO
ALLAH FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASCRIBE TO HIM!} [SURAT AL-MU’MINON: 91] He
also says:
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{THOSE WHO sAY, "ALLAH IS THE MESSIAH, SON OF MARY," HAVE CERTAINLY
DISBELIEVED. SAY: "WHO HAS THE POWER TO PREVENT ALLAH, IF HE CHOSE TO
DESTROY THE MESSIAH, SON OF MARY, HIS MOTHER, AND ALL THOSE WHO ARE ON
EARTH?" TO ALLAH BELONGS THE DOMINION OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH AND
EVERYTHING BETWEEN THEM. HE CREATES WHAT HE WILLS, AND ALLAH IS MOST
CAPABLE OF ALL THINGS.} [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 17] We believe that Allah
created people upon the natural disposition. He says:
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{ADHERE SINCERELY TO THE TRUE RELIGION IN ALL UPRIGHTNESS. THIS IS THE
NATURAL DISPOSITION WITH WHICH ALLAH HAS CREATED MANKIND. THERE IS NO
CHANGE IN ALLAH’S CREATION. THIS IS THE STRAIGHT RELIGION, BUT MOST PEOPLE
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DO NOT KNOW.} [SURAT AR-RUM: 30] lbn Zayd, Mujahid, and ‘lkrimah
said: The natural disposition is Islam. [Tafsir At-Tabari (20/98)]

Commenting on {THERE IS NO CHANGE IN ALLAH’S CREATION}, lbn ‘Abbas
(may Allah be pleased with him), Ibrahim an-Nakha‘i, Sa‘ld ibn
Jubayr, Mujahid, ‘Ikrimah, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhaq, and Ibn Zayd said:
"That's: in Allah's religion." Also, Al-Bukhari set a chapter in his Sahth
titled: {THERE IS NO CHANGE IN ALLAH’S CREATION} in Allah's religion. {THE
CUSTOM OF THE FORMER PEOPLE}: the religion of the former people. The
natural disposition: Islam".

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Every child is born upon the natural disposition, and then his
parents convert him to Judaism, Christianity, or Magianism, as an
animal delivers a perfect baby animal. Do you find it mutilated?"
Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) added:
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{THIS IS THE NATURAL DISPOSITION WITH WHICH ALLAH HAS CREATED MANKIND.
THERE IS NO CHANGE IN ALLAH’S CREATION. THIS IS THE STRAIGHT RELIGION.}
[SURAT AR-RUM: 30] [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4775), Muslim (2658),
Abu Dawid (4714), and At-Tirmidhi (2138)] ‘lyad ibn Himar al-
Mujashi‘i (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger
of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him), while
delivering a sermon one day, said: "Behold, my Lord commanded
me that | should teach you that which you do not know and that
which He taught me today: The property | have conferred upon a
servant is lawful for him. | have created My servants with a natural
inclination to the worship of Allah, but it is the devils who turn them
away from the right religion and make unlawful for them what |



have declared lawful, and they commanded them to associate
partners with Me, without Me sending down any authority about
that." [Narrated by Muslim (2865)] We believe that Allah is in
dispute with the deniers of the Resurrection and He reminds them
that they were first created from dust. He says:
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{AND HE PRODUCED ARGUMENTS AGAINST US WHILE FORGETTING HIS OWN
CREATION. HE SAYS: "WHO CAN GIVE LIFE TO THE BONES AFTER THEY HAVE
CRUMBLED TO DUST?" SAY: "THE ONE WHO CREATED THEM IN THE FIRST PLACE
WILL GIVE LIFE TO THEM, FOR HE HAS FULL KNOWLEDGE OF EVERY CREATED
BEING."} [SURAT YASIN: 78-79] And He reminds them that He created
them from a worthless fluid; so how could they be arrogant toward
their Lord and deem it unlikely that they will be resurrected? Allah,
Exalted be He, says:
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{WHO PERFECTED EVERYTHING HE CREATED, AND INITIATED THE CREATION OF
MAN FROM CLAY. THEN HE MADE HIS PROGENY FROM THE EXTRACT OF A
WORTHLESS FLUID. THEN HE FASHIONED HIM AND BREATHED INTO HIM OF HIs
SPIRIT. HE GRANTED YOU HEARING, SIGHT AND INTELLECT; YET LITTLE IT IS THAT YOU
GIVE THANKS. THEY SAY: "WHAT! IS IT THAT WHEN WE ARE DISINTEGRATED INTO
THE EARTH, WILL WE THEN BE CREATED ANEW?" RATHER, THEY DENY THE MEETING
WITH THEIR LORD. SAY: "THE ANGEL OF DEATH, WHO IS IN CHARGE OF YOU, WILL
TAKE YOUR SOULS, THEN TO YOUR LORD YOU WILL BE BROUGHT BACK."} [SURAT
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AS-SAJDAH: 7-11] We believe that Allah's creation of people is a proof
that He alone deserves to be worshiped. He says in the Qur’an:

[21 13 2] 4 ) & 5 a8 2808 (e 5 AR (a1 2855 1,07 T

{O MANKIND, WORSHIP YOUR LORD, WHO CREATED YOU AND THOSE BEFORE
YOU, SO THAT YOU MAY BECOME RIGHTEOUS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 21] He
informs us in other verses that Nih (Noah) (peace be upon him)
reminded his people that Allah created them in stages; so how could
they not fear His majesty? Allah Almighty says:

[14-13 1z 53 4 ) €150kl 2608 B85V Y 155 45 Y TGy

{WHAT IS THE MATTER WITH YOU THAT YOU DO NOT FEAR THE MAJESTY OF
ALLAH, WHEN HE HAS CREATED YOU IN STAGES?} [SURAT NUH: 13-14]

People go through different conditions in the barzakh (the period
between worldly life and the Hereafter) and the Hereafter, which
we will present in detail, Allah Willing, in the Book of the Belief in
the Last Day.
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Chapter on the Creation of the Soul

We know that the soul is something known to Allah Almighty
alone, and people know nothing about it except what Allah has
informed them. In the Qur’an, He says:
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{THEY AsK YOU [O PROPHET] ABOUT THE SOUL. SAY: "THE SOUL IS ONLY KNOWN
TO MY LORD, AND YOU HAVE NOT BEEN GIVEN KNOWLEDGE EXCEPT A LITTLE."
[SURAT AL-IsrRA”: 85] ‘Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him)
reported: While | was in the company of the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) on a farm and he was reclining on
a palm leaf stalk, some Jews passed by. Some of them said to the
others. "Ask him about the soul." Some of them said: "What urges
you to ask him about it?" Others said: "(Don't) lest he should give
you a reply which you dislike." But they said: "Ask him." So, they
asked him about the soul. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) kept quiet and did not give them any
answer. | knew that he was being divinely inspired; so | stayed at my
place. When the divine revelation came down, the Prophet (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said:
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{"THEY ASK YOu [O PROPHET] ABOUT THE SOUL. SAY: 'THE SOUL IS ONLY

KNOWN TO MY LORD, AND YOU HAVE NOT BEEN GIVEN KNOWLEDGE EXCEPT A
LITTLE."} [SURAT AL-ISRA": 85] [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4721), Muslim



(2794), and At-Tirmidhi (3141)] We believe that the souls are
created. Allah Almighty says:
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{ALLAH IS THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, AND HE IS THE MAINTAINER OF
EVERYTHING.} [SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 62] When Allah Almighty completed
the creation of Adam (peace be upon him), He breathed into him
from His soul. In the Qur'an, He says:
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{WHEN | HAVE SHAPED HIM AND BREATHED INTO HIM OF MY SPIRIT, THEN FALL
DOWN BEFORE HIM IN PROSTRATION.} [SURAT AL-HIR: 29] When the fetus
reaches four months in the womb of his mother, Allah, Exalted be
He, sends an angel that breathes the soul into him. ‘Abdullah (may
Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him), the truthful and truly
inspired one, related to us: "The creation of everyone of you starts
with the process of collecting the material for his body within forty
days in the womb of his mother. Then, he becomes a clot of thick
blood for a similar period and then he becomes like a piece of flesh
for a similar period. Then, Allah sends an angel, who is ordered to
write four things: his deeds, his sustenance, his life span, and
whether he will be wretched or blissful. Then, the soul is breathed
into him." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3208), Muslim (2643), Abu
Dawid (4708), At-Tirmidhi (2137), and Ibn Majah (76)] An exception
is the Messiah (peace be upon him), whose mother's pregnancy
with him began with breathing from the angel. Allah Almighty says:
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{AND [REMEMBER MARY] WHO GUARDED HER CHASTITY; WE BREATHED IN HER
THROUGH OUR SPIRIT [GABRIEL], AND MADE HER AND HER SON A SIGN FOR ALL
PEOPLE.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA": 91] Allah Almighty also says:
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{THE MESSIAH, JESUS, SON OF MIARY, WAS ONLY A MESSENGER OF ALLAH, AND
His WORD THAT HE BESTOWED UPON MARY, AND A SPIRIT FROM HIM.} [SURAT
AN-NISA”: 171] We believe that souls are taken away during sleep and
then returned to the bodies. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{ALLAH TAKES AWAY THE SOULS AT THE TIME OF THEIR DEATH AND OF THOSE
WHO DO NOT DIE DURING THEIR SLEEP. HE WITHHOLDS THE SOULS OF THOSE ON
WHOM HE HAS DECREED DEATH, AND RELEASES OTHERS UNTIL AN APPOINTED
TERM.} [SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 42] ‘Abdullah ibn Abi Qatadah related from
his father: One night we were traveling with the Prophet (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him), and some people said:
'We wish that the Messenger of Allah would take a rest along with
us during the last hours of the night." He said: "I am afraid that you
will sleep and miss the prayer.' Bilal said: "I will wake you up." So, all
slept and Bilal rested his back against his riding camel and he too
was overwhelmed (by sleep) and slept. The Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) got up when the edge of the sun
had risen and said: "O Bilal, what about your statement?" He



replied: "I have never had such a sleep." The Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Indeed, Allah seized your
souls when He wished, and turned them back when He wished."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (595), Abu Dawud (439, 440), and An-Nasa’i
(846)] Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "When
anyone of you goes to bed, he should dust his bedding with the
inner extremity of his lower garment, for he does not know what
has come on to it since he left it. He should then say: 'In Your name,
my Lord, | lay down my side and through You | raise it up. If You
keep my soul, have mercy on it, and if You let it go, guard it with
that with which You guard Your upright servants." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (6320), Muslim (2714), Abu Dawidd (5050), At-Tirmidhi
(3401), and Ibn Majah (3874)] We believe that the soul departs the
body upon death. Allah Almighty says:

[57 1 5Sanl] OV & s 5 L) 8 3 4003 (s 83

{EVERY SOUL WILL TASTE DEATH, THEN TO US YOU WILL ALL BE RETURNED.}
[SURAT AL-"ANKABUT: 57] It completely departs the body by death, and
the sight follows it. Umm Salamah (may Allah be pleased with her)
reported: The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon him) visited Abu Salamah as his eyes were wide open (after
death). He closed them and said: "When the soul is taken away, the
sight follows it." [Narrated by Muslim (920), Abu Dawud (3118), and
Ibn Majah (1454)] It does not die like the body. Rather, its death is
to leave the body.

We believe that the angels take the souls out of the bodies at the
time of death, and they experience bliss or punishment. Allah
Almighty says:
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{IF ONLY YOU COULD SEE THE WRONGDOERS IN THE THROES OF DEATH WHILE THE
ANGELS ARE STRETCHING OUT THEIR HANDS [SAYING]: "GIVE UP YOUR SOULS!
TODAY YOU WILL BE RECOMPENSED WITH A DISGRACING PUNISHMENT, BECAUSE
YOU USED TO TELL LIES AGAINST ALLAH AND YOU ARROGANTLY REJECTED HIS
VERSES."} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 93]

The angel takes out the soul, and then it suffers punishment or
enjoys bliss, as the body does. Al-Bard’ ibn ‘Azib (may Allah be
pleased with him) reported: We went out with the Prophet (may
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) to the funeral of a man of
the Ansar and came to the grave. It had not yet been dug; so the
Messenger (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) sat down
and we sat down around him quietly. He had in his hand a stick with
which he was making marks on the ground. Then, he raised his head
and said: "Seek refuge in Allah from the punishment of the grave,"
saying it twice or thrice. He then said: “When a believer is about to
leave the world and go forward to the next world, angels with faces
white as the sun come down to him from heaven with one of the
shrouds of Paradise and some of the perfume of Paradise. They sit
away from him as far as the eye can see. Then, the angel of death
comes and sits at his head and says: 'O good soul, come out to
forgiveness and acceptance from Allah.' It then comes out as a drop
flows from a water-skin, and he seizes it; and when he does so, they
do not leave it in his hand for an instant, but take it and place it in
that shroud and that perfume, and from it there comes forth a
fragrance like that of the sweetest musk found on the face of the
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earth. They then take it up and do not bring it past a company of
angels without them asking: 'Who is this good soul?' To which they
reply: ‘So and so, the son of so and so,” using the best of his names
by which people used to call him on earth. They then bring him to
the lowest heaven and ask that the gate be opened for him. This is
done, and from every heaven its archangels escort him to the next
heaven till he is brought to the seventh heaven, and Allah Almighty
says: 'Record the book of my servant in the most exalted place and
take him back to earth, for | created mankind from it, | will return
them into it, and from it | will bring them forth another time.' His
soul is then restored to his body." [Narrated by Abu Dawud (3212),
An-Nasa’i (2001), Ibn Majah (1548), Abu Dawud at-Tayalsi (789),
‘Abdur-Razzaq (6324, 6737), and Ahmad (18534); this is the wording
by Ahmad]. So, in this Hadith, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) informs us that the soul comes out, is seized,
shrouded, taken up to the heaven, and then returned. This is all
what happens to created beings. We believe that after the souls
depart the bodies, they settle in bliss or punishment till the Day of
Judgment. Ka‘b ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) reported:
The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "The believer’s soul is a bird that flies among the trees of
Paradise until it is returned to his body on the Day of Resurrection."
[Narrated by An-Nasa’i (2073), At-Tirmidhi (1641), Ibn Majah (4271),
‘Abdur-Razzaq in At-Tafsir (484, 2681), Al-Humaydi (897), and
Ahmad (15776, 15777)] Masrlq related: We asked ‘Abdullah ibn
Mas‘ld about this verse:
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{NEVER THINK OF THOSE WHO ARE KILLED IN ALLAH’S WAY AS DEAD. RATHER,
THEY ARE ALIVE WITH THEIR LORD, RECEIVING PROVISION.} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN:
169] And he said: "Indeed, we asked about this, and he said: 'Their
spirits are in the crops of green birds which have lamps suspended
from the Throne, and they go wherever they wish in Paradise and
then return to those lamps." [Narrated by Muslim (1887), At-
Tirmidhi (3011), and Ibn Majah (2801)]
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Book: The Religion
Abstract

We believe that Allah chose Islam as His religion, and it is the
religion of all prophets and messengers (peace be upon them), and
it is the natural disposition upon which Allah created people; and it
is the covenant Allah Almighty took from Adam and his children.

And we believe that this Islam is the advice lbrahim (peace be
upon him) gave to his children, and the advice Ya‘qub (Jacob) (peace
be upon him) also gave to his children; that it is the best, most
complete, and most perfect among all religions; and that Allah
accepts no other religion but it.

And we believe that this religion is the religion Jibril brought down
to Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him), and
it has three degrees: Islam, Iman (faith), and ihsan (excellence). Each
of these has its own pillars.

And that this religion comprises all goodness and includes all acts
of the heart and the body.

We know that Iman consists of words, deeds, and belief, and its
people excel one another by their deeds, and we believe that faith
increases and decreases; it increases with good deeds and
decreases with sins.

We affirm that the people of faith are the winners in this life and
in the Hereafter, and that the followers of this true religion will end
up in Paradise, though with different degrees and ranks.
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We know that many verses and Hadiths urge us to adhere to the
Sunnah and warn us against opposing it; and they also forbid us
from disunity and conflict.
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Chapter: The Religion in the Sight of Allah
is Islam

We believe that Allah chose Islam as the true religion. In the
Qur'an, He says:

{AND | HAVE CHOSEN ISLAM AS YOUR RELIGION.} [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 3] He
also says:
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{THE TRUE RELIGION WITH ALLAH IS ISLAM.} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 19] And it is
the religion of all prophets and messengers (peace be upon them).
Nih (peace be upon him) is quoted in the Qur'an as saying:
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{AND | HAVE BEEN COMMANDED TO BE AMONG THOSE WHO SUBMIT TO ALLAH
[As MusLIMs].} [SURAT YONuS: 72] About Ibrahim (peace be upon him),
Allah Almighty says:
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{WHEN HIS LORD SAID TO HIM, 'SUBMIT," HE SAID: "l HAVE SUBMITTED TO THE
LORD OF THE WORLDS."} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 131] We believe that our
Lord perfected this religion for us; so, it does not have any aspect of
deficiency. Allah Almighty says:



{ToODAY | HAVE PERFECTED YOUR RELIGION FOR YOU, COMPLETED MY FAVOR
UPON YOU, AND HAVE CHOSEN ISLAM AS YOUR RELIGION.} [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 3]
It is the best, most complete, and most perfect among all religions;
it is the religion of true devotion to Allah, the religion of Ibrahim
(peace be upon him). Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{WHO IS BETTER IN RELIGION THAN ONE WHO SUBMITS HIMSELF ENTIRELY TO
ALLAH, DOES GOOD, AND FOLLOWS THE RELIGION OF ABRAHAM, EXCLUSIVELY
DEVOTED TO ALLAH? FOR ALLAH DID TAKE ABRAHAM AS A CLOSE FRIEND.} [SURAT
AN-NISA”: 125] He also says:
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{WHO WOULD FORSAKE THE RELIGION OF ABRAHAM EXCEPT A FOOL! WE HAVE
CHOSEN HIM IN THIS WORLD, AND IN THE HEREAFTER HE WILL BE AMONG THE
RIGHTEOUS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 130] About Prophet Ibrahim (peace be
upon him), Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{ABRAHAM WAS NEITHER A JEW NOR A CHRISTIAN, BUT HE WAS A MONOTHEIST
MUSLIM, AND HE WAS NOT ONE OF THE POLYTHEISTS.} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 67] It

is the natural disposition with which Allah created mankind. In the
Qur’an, He says:
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{ADHERE SINCERELY TO THE TRUE RELIGION IN ALL UPRIGHTNESS. THIS IS THE
NATURAL DISPOSITION WITH WHICH ALLAH HAS CREATED MANKIND. THERE IS NO
CHANGE IN ALLAH’S CREATION. THIS IS THE STRAIGHT RELIGION, BUT MOST PEOPLE
DO NOT KNOW.} [SURAT AR-RUM: 30] And the Prophet (may Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) said: "Every child is born upon the
natural disposition, and then his parents convert him to Judaism,
Christianity, or Magianism. As an animal delivers a perfect baby
animal, do you find it mutilated?" Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be
pleased with him) added:
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{THIS IS THE NATURAL DISPOSITION WITH WHICH ALLAH HAS CREATED MANKIND.
THERE IS NO CHANGE IN ALLAH’S CREATION. THIS IS THE STRAIGHT RELIGION.}
[SURAT AR-RUM: 30] [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1385), Muslim (2658),
Abu Dawid (4714), and At-Tirmidhi (2138)] And it is the covenant
Allah Almighty took from Adam and his children. Our Lord says:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN YOUR LORD BROUGHT FORTH FROM THE LOINS OF THE
CHILDREN OF ADAM THEIR OFFSPRING AND MADE THEM TESTIFY ABOUT
THEMSELVES [ASKING]: "AM | NOT YOUR LORD?" THEY SAID: "YES INDEED; WE
TESTIFY." [WE DID SO] LEST YOU SHOULD SAY ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION:
“WE WERE UNAWARE OF THIS.”} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 172] We believe that
Allah does not accept any other religion. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{ANYONE WHO SEEKS A RELIGION OTHER THAN ISLAM, NEVER WILL IT BE
ACCEPTED FROM HIM; AND IN THE HEREAFTER HE WILL BE AMONG THE LOSERS.}
[SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 85]



Chapter on Islam

We believe that this religion is the religion Jibril brought down to
Muhammad (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him), and it
has three degrees: Islam, Iman, and ihsan. Each of these has its own
pillars. ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him)
reported: While we were sitting with the Messenger of Allah (may
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) one day, a man who had
an extremely white garment on, who had extremely black hair, and
who did not have any traces of travel, came to us. None of us knew
him. He sat with the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) so close that his knees touched his knees. He placed his
hands on his thighs and said: "O Muhammad, tell me about Islam."
The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "Islam is to testify that none is worthy of being worshiped
except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,
establish prayer, give Zakah, fast Ramadan, and perform Hajj, if you
are able to." The man said: "You have spoken the truth." We were
amazed by him; asking him, then declaring him as having told the
truth. Then, he said: "Tell me about Iman (faith)." The Messenger of
Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "It is to
believe in Allah, His angels, books, messengers, the Last Day, and
destiny, the pleasant and unpleasant aspects thereof." The man
said: "You have spoken the truth. Tell me about ihsan." The Prophet
(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "It is to worship
Allah as if you see Him. If you cannot see Him, He surely sees you."
The man said: "Tell me about the Hour." The Prophet (may Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The one being asked is no
more knowledgeable than the one asking." The man said: "Tell me



about its signs." The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "It is when a slave girl gives birth to her master, and
when you find barefoot, naked, poor shepherds competing in
making buildings." Then, he left, and | remained for a short while.
Then, the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "O ‘Umar, do you know who that questioner was?" |
said: "Allah and His Messenger know best." He said: "That was Jibril,
who came to teach you your religion." [Narrated by Muslim (8), Abu
Dawuid (4695), At-Tirmidhi (2610), An-Nasa’i (4990), and lbn Majah
(63)] The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
also outlined the pillars of Islam in other Hadiths. He said: "Islam
was built on five pillars: testifying that none is worthy of being
worshiped except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah, establishing prayer, giving Zakah, performing Hajj, and fasting
Ramadan.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (8), Muslim (16), At-Tirmidhi
(2609), and An-Nasa’i (5001)] Talhah ibn ‘Ubaydullah (may Allah be
pleased with him) reported: A man from among the people of Najd
with disheveled hair came to the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him). The humming sound of his voice
could be heard but what he was saying could not be understood. He
came closer and it was then known that he was asking about Islam.
The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "Five prayers each day and night." He asked: "Do | have to
observe anything else?" He replied: "No, unless you do it
voluntarily." The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "And fasting Ramadan." He asked: "Do |
have to observe anything else?" He replied: "No, unless you do it
voluntarily." The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) mentioned Zakah to him, and he asked: "Do |
have to pay anything else?" He replied: "No, unless you do it
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voluntarily." The man then turned away saying: "I swear by Allah, |
will not add anything to this or fall short of it." Thereupon, the
Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "He will be successful if he speaks the truth." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (46), Muslim (11), Abu Dawad (391), and An-Nasa’i (458)]
And Allah Almighty says:
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{AND THEY WERE COMMANDED NOT, BUT THEY SHOULD WORSHIP ALLAH WITH
SINCERE DEVOTION TO HIM, BEING INCLINED TO TRUE FAITH, AND TO ESTABLISH
PRAYER AND GIVE ZAKAH; THAT IS THE TRUE RELIGION.} [SURAT AL-BAYYINAH: 5]
He also says:
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{BUT IF THEY REPENT, ESTABLISH PRAYERS AND GIVE ZAKAH, THEN SET THEM
FREE, FOR ALLAH IS ALL-FORGIVING, MOST MERCIFUL.} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 5]
And He, Exalted be He, says
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{YET IF THEY REPENT, ESTABLISH PRAYER AND GIVE ZAKAH, THEN THEY ARE YOUR
BROTHERS IN FAITH.} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 11] And the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "I have been ordered to fight
the people until they testify that none is worthy of being worshiped
except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,
establish prayer, and give Zakah. If they do so, then their wealth and
blood are protected from me except through the right of Islam, and
their reckoning is with Allah." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (25) and



Muslim (22)] Abu Misa (may Allah be pleased with him) reported:
"O Messenger of Allah, which Islam is best?" He said: "He from
whose tongue and hands Muslims are safe." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(121), Muslim (42), At-Tirmidhi (2504), and An-Nasa’i (4999)] In
another Hadith, the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "If a person embraces Islam sincerely, Allah forgives
all his past sins, after which starts the settlement of accounts: The
reward of a good deed will be ten times to seven hundred times as
much, and a sin will be recorded as it is, unless Allah forgives it."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari as mu‘allag (41) and An-Nasa’i (4998)]



Chapter on Iman (Faith)

We believe that the second among the degrees of the religion is
faith. This is included in the Prophet's answer to Jibril (peace be
upon him) when he asked him about faith: "Tell me about faith." He
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "It is to believe
in Allah, His angels, books, messengers, the Last Day, and destiny,
the pleasant and unpleasant aspects thereof." He said: "You have
spoken the truth... Then, he left, and | remained for a short while.
Then, the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) said to me: "O ‘Umar, do you know who that questioner
was?" | said: "Allah and His Messenger know best." He said: "That
was Jibril, who came to teach you your religion." [Narrated by
Muslim (8), Abu Dawid (4695), At-Tirmidhi (2610), An-Nasa’i (4990),
and Ibn Majah (63)] Although the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) specifically defined faith, in the Hadith of
Jibril, as belief "in Allah, His angels, books, messengers, the Last Day,
and destiny, the pleasant and unpleasant aspects thereof", faith also
refers to a more comprehensive meaning that combines all
goodness, and includes all acts of the heart and the body. Allah
Almighty says:
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{THE TRUE BELIEVERS ARE THOSE WHOSE HEARTS ARE FILLED WITH AWE WHEN
ALLAH IS MENTIONED, AND THEIR FAITH INCREASES WHEN HIS VERSES ARE RECITED

TO THEM, AND THEY PUT THEIR TRUST ONLY IN THEIR LORD; THOSE WHO ESTABLISH
PRAYER AND SPEND OUT OF WHAT WE HAVE PROVIDED FOR THEM. SUCH ARE THE



TRUE BELIEVERS; THEY WILL HAVE HIGH RANKS WITH THEIR LORD, AND
FORGIVENESS AND AN HONORABLE PROVISION.} [SURAT AL-ANFAL: 2-4] Also,
the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) defined
faith to the delegation of ‘Abdul-Qays as the performance of
outward rites. lbn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) reported:
When the delegate of ‘Abdul-Qays came to the Messenger of Allah
(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him), he said: "Who are
the delegation?" They said: "The delegation are from the tribe of
Rabi‘ah." The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "Welcome, O people - or the delegation - You will not
have any disgrace or regret." They said: "O Messenger of Allah,
between you and us there are the infidels of the tribe of Mudar; so
please order us with something clear, so we inform those who are
behind us about it, and by which we may enter Paradise." They also
asked about drinks. He ordered them to do four things and forbade
them from four things. He ordered them to believe in Allah alone,
and asked them: "Do you know what is meant by belief in Allah
alone?" They said: "Allah and His Messenger know best." He said:
"To testify that none is worthy of being worshiped except Allah and
that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, to establish prayer, to
pay Zakah, to fast Ramadan, and to give one fifth of the war booty."
Then he forbade four (drinking utensils): ad-duba’ (pumpkin), al-
hantam (dyed utensil with grease), and an-naqir (pierced date
palm), al-muzaffat, or probably al-muqayyar (tar-coated utensils)."
And then the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "Remember all these things by heart and convey them to
those you have left behind." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (53), Muslim
(17), Abu Dawid (3692), At-Tirmidhi (2611), and An-Nasa’i (5031)]
Al-Bukhari (may Allah have mercy upon him) set a chapter about



this meaning in his Sahth; it reads: Chapter on the Matters of Faith
and the Verse that Says:
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{IT 1S NOT RIGHTEOUSNESS TO TURN YOUR FACES TOWARDS THE EAST OR THE
WEST, BUT RIGHTEOUSNESS IS TO BELIEVE IN ALLAH, THE LAST DAY, THE ANGELS,
THE SCRIPTURES, AND THE PROPHETS; AND TO GIVE CHARITY OUT OF ONE’S
CHERISHED WEALTH TO RELATIVES, ORPHANS, THE NEEDY, THE WAYFARER,
BEGGARS, AND TO FREE SLAVES; TO ESTABLISH PRAYER AND GIVE ZAKAH; TO FULFILL
THE RATIFIED PLEDGES; TO BE PATIENT AT TIMES OF HARDSHIP, ADVERSITY, AND
DURING THE BATTLE. SUCH ARE THE TRUE BELIEVERS, AND SUCH ARE THE
RIGHTEOUS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 177] We believe that faith consists of
words, deeds, and belief. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Faith has over seventy branches - or
over sixty branches - the uppermost of which is the declaration 'No
one is worthy of being worshiped except Allah', and the least of
which is the removal of a harmful object from the road; and
modesty is a branch of faith." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (9), Muslim
(35), and this is his version, Abu Dawud (4676), At-Tirmidhi (2614),
An-Nasa’i (5005), and Ibn Majah (57)] We believe that the believers
excel one another in terms of good deeds. Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri (may
Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (may
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "When the people of
Paradise enter Paradise and the people of Hellfire go to Hellfire,
Allah will order those who have had faith in their hearts equal to the



weight of a grain of mustard seed to be taken out from Hellfire. So,
they will be taken out, but they will be blackened. Then, they will be
put in the river of Haya or Hayat - the narrator is in doubt - and they
will revive like a grain that grows near the bank of a flood channel.
Do you not see that it comes out yellow and twisted?" [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari (22) and Muslim (184)] Abu Umamah ibn Sahl ibn Hanif
related that he heard Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with
him) report that the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "While | was sleeping, | saw the people
being shown to me, and they were wearing shirts. Some reached
the breast and some reached lower than that. And ‘Umar ibn al-
Khattab was shown to me, and he was wearing a shirt that he was
dragging." They said: "How do you interpret that, O Messenger of
Allah?" He said: "The religion." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (23), Muslim
(2390), At-Tirmidhi (2285), and An-Nasa’i (5011)] We believe that
faith increases and decreases; it increases with good deeds and
decreases with sins. Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{WE RELATE TO YOU THEIR STORY IN TRUTH. THEY WERE YOUTHS WHO BELIEVED
IN THEIR LORD, AND WE GAVE THEM MORE GUIDANCE.} [SURAT AL-KAHF: 13] He
also says:
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{AND THE BELIEVERS MAY INCREASE IN FAITH.} [SURAT AL-MUDDATHTHIR: 31]
And the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Whoever says 'none is worthy of being worshiped except
Allah' and has in his heart good equal to the weight of a barley grain
will be taken out of Hellfire. And whoever says 'none is worthy of



being worshiped except Allah' and has in his heart good equal to the
weight of a wheat grain will be taken out of Hellfire. And whoever
says 'none is worthy of being worshiped except Allah' and has in his
heart good equal to the weight of an atom will be taken out of
Hellfire." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (44), Muslim (193), and At-
Tirmidhi (2593)] ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul-‘Aziz wrote to ‘Adyy ibn ‘Adyy,
saying: "Indeed, faith has certain duties, laws, limits, and Sunnahs.
Whoever fulfills them has fulfilled faith, and whoever does not fulfill
them has not fulfilled faith. If | live longer, | will explain them to you
so that you can act upon them; and if | die, | am indeed not keen to
remain in your company." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari as mu‘allag
(1/10), Ibn Aby Shaybah in Al-Musannaf (31084) and in Al-Iman
(135), Al-Khallal in As-Sunnah (1162, 1553), Ibn Battah in Al-lbanah
(1166), and Al-Lalika’i in Sharh Usdl I‘tigad Ahl As-Sunnah Wa Al-
Jama‘ah (1572)] Mu‘ammar, Sufyan ath-Thawri, Malik ibn Anas, lbn
Jurayj, and Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah used to say: "Faith consists of words
and deeds, and it increases and decreases." [Al-lbanah Al-Kubra
(2/806) and Ash-Shari‘ah for Al-Ajurri (2/606)] Al-Hafizh Abu Bakr
‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubayr al-Humaydi said: "And that faith consists of
words and deeds and it increases and decreases. Words are not
useful without deeds; words and deeds are not useful without a
sincere intention; and words, deeds, and intention are not useful
without compliance with the Sunnah." [Usll As-Sunnah for Al-
Humaydi (37)] And Al-Khallal said: "‘Abdul-Malik al-Maymdni related
to me: Ya'la ibn ‘Ubayd told me more than sixty years ago: "Faith
consists of words and deeds. He who fasts, prays, and performs
good deeds has greater faith than he who steals and commits
adultery." [As-Sunnah for Abu Bakr al-Khallal (3/590)] Ibn Abi Hatim
said: "l asked my father and Abu Zur‘ah about the doctrines of Ahl
As-Sunnah on Usll ad-Din and what they know of the views of the
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scholars in the different countries and places, and what they think
about that. They both said: We lived at the time of scholars from
different places - the Hejaz, Iraq, the Levant, and Yemen - and their
doctrine includes the principle that: faith consists of words and
deeds, and it increases and decreases." [Sharh Usul I'tigad Ahl As-
Sunnah Wa Al-Jama‘ah (1/198), and ‘Aqidat As-Salaf - the
Introduction by Ibn Abi Zayd al-Qayrawani to his book Ar-Risalah
(29)] Al-Lalika’i said: "Faith consists of words and deeds, a view held
by the scholars: Malik ibn Anas, ‘Abdul-‘Aziz ibn Abi Salamah al-
Majeshln, Al-Layth ibn Sa‘d, Al-Awza‘i, Sa‘ld ibn ‘Abdul-‘Aziz, Ibn
Jurayj, Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, Fudayl ibn ‘lyad, Nafi‘ ibn ‘Umar al-
Jumahi, Muhammad ibn Muslim at-Ta’ifi, Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah
ibn ‘Amr ibn ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, Al-Muthanna ibn as-Sabbah, Ash-
Shafi‘i, ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubayr al-Humaydi, Abu Ibrahim al-Muzani,
Sufyan ath-Thawri, Shareek, Abu Bakr ibn ‘Ayyash, Wak1‘, Hammad
ibn Salamah, Hammad ibn Zayd, Yahya ibn Sa‘id al-Qattan, ‘Abdullah
ibn al-Mubarak, Abu Is-haq al-Fazari, An-Nadr ibn Muhammad al-
Maruzi, An-Nadr ibn Shamil, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Is-hag ibn
Rahaweih, Abu Thawr, and Abu ‘Ubayd." [Sharh Usul I‘tigad Ahl As-
Sunnah Wa Al-Jama‘ah for Imam Al-L3lika’i (4/913)] In his book
"Usal As-Sunnah", Abu ‘Abdullah ibn Abi Zamanayn said: "Chapter
on the view that faith consists of words and deeds: Ahl-us-Sunnah
say: Faith is sincerity to Allah within the hearts, proclamation by the
tongues, and actions by the body parts with good intention and in
compliance with the Sunnah." [Usll As-Sunnah (207)]
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Chapter on Ihsan (excellence)

We believe that the third among the degrees of the religion is
ihsan. It is as the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) stated in his response to Jibril when he asked him about ihsan.
He said: "Tell me about ihsan." He replied: "It is to worship Allah as
if you can see Him; if you cannot see Him, He sees you." ‘Umar
added: Then, he left, and | waited for a short while, after which the
Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said to me:
"O ‘Umar, do you know who the questioner was?" | said: "Allah and
His Messenger know best." He said: "That was Jibril; he came to
teach you your religion." [Narrated by Muslim (8), Abu Dawud
(4695), At-Tirmidhi (2610), An-Nasa’i (4990), and Ibn Majah (63)]
Our Lord informs that the followers of this true religion will go to
Paradise, with their different degrees and ranks, and whether they
are people of Islam, Iman, or ihsan. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{THE BOOK THAT WE HAVE REVEALED TO YOU [O PROPHET] IS THE TRUTH,
CONFIRMING THAT WHICH CAME BEFORE IT. INDEED, ALLAH IS ALL-AWARE AND
ALL-SEEING OF HIs SLAVES. THEN WE MADE TO INHERIT THE BOOK THOSE WHOM
WE HAVE CHOSEN FROM AMONG OUR SLAVES. BUT AMONG THEM ARE SOME WHO
WRONG THEMSELVES, SOME FOLLOW A MIDDLE COURSE, AND SOME ARE
FOREMOST IN GOOD DEEDS WITH ALLAH’S PERMISSION. THAT IS THE GREAT
BOUNTY. THEY WILL ENTER GARDENS OF ETERNITY; THEY WILL BE ADORNED



THEREIN WITH BRACELETS OF GOLD AND PEARLS, AND THEIR GARMENTS WILL BE OF
SILK. AND THEY WILL SAY: "ALL PRAISE BE TO ALLAH WHO HAS TAKEN AWAY FROM

US ALL SORROW. INDEED, OUR LORD IS ALL-FORGIVING, MOST APPRECIATIVE."}
[SURAT FATIR: 31-34]



Chapter on the Command to Adhere to the
Sunnah and Hold onto It

There are many verses and Hadtths that urge us to adhere to the
Sunnah and hold onto it and warn us against departure from it and
forbid us from disunity and conflict. Allah Almighty says:
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{INDEED, IN THE MESSENGER OF ALLAH YOU HAVE AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE FOR
THOSE WHO LOOK FORWARD TO ALLAH AND THE LAST DAY, AND REMEMBER ALLAH
MUCH.} [SURAT AL-AHZAB: 21] He also says:
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{THOSE WHO HAVE MADE DIVISIONS IN THEIR RELIGION AND TURNED INTO
FACTIONS, YOU HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THEM.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 159]
Allah Almighty also says:
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{HE HAS PRESCRIBED FOR YOU [BELIEVERS] THE SAME RELIGION WHICH HE
ENJOINED UPON NOAH, AND THAT WHICH WE HAVE REVEALED TO You [O
PROPHET] AND THAT WHICH WE ENJOINED UPON ABRAHAM, MOSES, AND JESUS:
"YOU SHOULD UPHOLD THE RELIGION AND MAKE NO DIVISIONS THEREIN."} [SURAT
ASH-SHURA: 13] Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him)
reported: The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) said: "Behold! The best speech is the Book of Allah,
and the best guidance is that of Muhammad. The worst things are



the newly-introduced ones, and every newly- introduced thing is
misguidance.” [Narrated by Muslim (867), An-Nasa’i (1578), Abu
Dawid (2954), and lIbn Majah (45)] Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "All of my Ummah will enter
Paradise except those who refuse." They said: "Who would refuse,
O Messenger of Allah?" He replied: "Whoever obeys me will enter
Paradise, and whoever disobeys me has refused." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (7280)] Al-‘Irbad ibn Sariyah (may Allah be pleased with
him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) gave us an eloquent admonition one day
after the Fajr prayer which caused the eyes to shed tears and the
hearts to become afraid. Someone said: "This is the admonition of
someone who will soon part. What do you charge us with doing, O
Messenger of Allah?" He said: "I advise you to fear Allah and to hear
and obey, even if an Ethiopian slave were placed in charge of you.
Those of you who live after me will see much differing. Beware of
newly-invented matters, for they are misguidance. Those of you
who live to reach those matters should hold fast to my Sunnah and
that of the rightly-guided Caliphs. Bite onto it with your molar
teeth." [Narrated by Abu Dawid (4607), At-Tirmidhi (2676), lbn
Majah (42), Ahmad (17416), and Ad-Darimi (96); classified as Sahih
(Authentic) by At-Tirmidhi] Al-Bukhari said in his Sahih, in the Book
of Holding Onto the Qur’an and the Sunnah, Chapter on Adhering to
the Prophet's Sunnahs and the Verse that Reads:
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{AND MAKE US LEADERS FOR THE RIGHTEOUS} [SURAT AL-FURQAN: 74]:
Leaders who follow the example of those before us and whose



example is followed by those who come after us. Ibn ‘Awn said: |
love three things for myself and my brothers: This Sunnah - that
they learn and ask about it; the Qur’an - that they ponder and ask
about it; and leaving people except when it comes to goodness."
[Sahih Al-Bukhari (8/139)
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Book: Belief in Allah
Abstract

We believe that Allah is the First, before Whom nothing existed,
and the Last, after Whom nothing will exist. He introduced Himself
to us that He is the Creator of the heavens and the earth and the
true Owner of them; that He makes the night merge into the day
and the day merge into the night - Exalted be He; and that this
observable universe testifies that Allah alone is the One Who
created it and brought it into existence, and there is no other
creator with Him.

He mentions countless signs that prove He is the One Who
created this universe and brought it into existence, and He
establishes the argument against us by what we see in ourselves
and around us.

We believe in what the prophets and messengers believed in and
have certitude in the proofs and arguments they brought forth,
which point to Allah, the Exalted.

We believe that Allah is the Creator, and He did not create the
creation for no purpose; rather, it is a perfect creation for a great
purpose.

There are many other signs and proofs in the Qur'an, like the
verses in Surat al-An‘am and Surat an-Nahl, which all point to the
existence and lordship of Allah Almighty. These are intellectual
proofs and strong arguments that none can produce the like of
them or even close. In their diversity, they are suitable for all people
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and sufficient for establishing the argument against them,
notwithstanding the denial of the disbelievers and the hatred of the
people of falsehood. Does the disbeliever have any proof but the
denial and rejection?

We believe that Allah is the only Lord and Creator; that He alone
began the creation and none took part in it; He creates by whatever
means He wills; and that all things other than Him are created
beings.

We believe that Allah is the Lord, Creator, Manager, and Possessor
of everything, and that any created being does not have the power
to manage his own affairs or the affairs of others, except as Allah
enables him to.

We believe that Allah is the true King and Master, and the whole
creation is submissive to Him, and all other kings preside over
temporary and transient dominions.

We believe that Allah alone is the One Who gives life and causes
death; that He is the One Who created death and life; and that He is
the One Who takes away the souls.

We believe that Allah is the Provider, the Lord of Power, and the
Mighty; none but Him provides for us and fulfills our needs. We
believe that He encompasses everything in His knowledge, and
nothing, great or small, escapes His knowledge; and He, Exalted be
He, is the Knower of the unseen and the visible.

We believe that Allah Almighty subjugated everything through His
power and rule.
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We believe that to our Lord belongs the creation and the
command; there is no true god or lawgiver but Him; He is the One
Who created His servants, and He lays down laws and obligations
and clarifies the religion, and He is their Master and He alone is Able
to hold them accountable and give them the due recompense.

We believe that Allah, Glorified be He, created mankind and their
actions.

We believe that the belief in Allah's lordship alone is not enough
for one to be a believer, and it would not lead him to Paradise. This
is because he does not believe that Allah is the only God worthy of
being worshiped and that he should worship none but Allah, alone.

We believe that Allah is the only God, and none is worthy of being
worshiped other than Him, alone, with no partner; that He is the
Truth and all what they invoke beside Him is false; and that this
great matter is the purpose for which Allah Almighty revealed the
books, sent the messengers, and created Paradise and Hellfire - and
there is a consensus among all the scholars of the Ummah about it
and is established by the natural disposition and sound reasoning.
We know with certainty that the main thing to which the prophets
called their peoples was: to worship Allah Almighty alone and
abandon the worship of everything else.

True worship is that which is sincerely devoted to Allah, the Lord
of all the worlds, and done in accordance with the Prophet's
guidance. Indeed, the worship of any other deity is false and void.

This main pillar and firm foundation of the religion of Allah - i.e.
affirming the divinity of Allah alone and negating it from anyone else
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- is the core and mainstay of the messengers' call. It means:
devoting people's deeds to the Creator alone.

In the Qur'an, Allah Almighty often mentions signs of His lordship
as proofs, which entail worshiping Him alone, Exalted be He.

We believe that Allah is the sole Creator of these major cosmic
signs, and since there is no creator with Him, none should be
worshiped along with Him.

Allah Almighty diversified the signs He put as proofs of His divinity
in a way that establishes the argument and makes the truth clear;
thus people would not have any argument against their Lord.

The acknowledgement of Allah's divinity, along with the testimony
that Muhammad (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) is
His Messenger, is the reason Allah laid down for making people's
lives and blood inviolable.

Along with belief in Allah, there must be disbelief in false deities
and disavowal of polytheism and its people.

It is not sufficient that faith reside in the heart, but it should also
be uttered by the tongue and acted upon by the body parts. Faith
varies in the heart, by increase and decrease.

In faith, a person should be sincere to Allah, Lord of all the worlds,
and certain, not doubtful, and his faith should be based on
knowledge, sincerity, acceptance, submission, compliance, and
truthfulness in words and deeds, along with love for this religion,
the One Who legislated it, the one who came with it, and those who
follow it.
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As Allah clarified the reality of faith and its requirements and
pillars, He also cleared the suspicions raised by obstinate polytheists
and pointed out that they have no valid justification for their
polytheism, for these presumed equals are created beings, who
cannot create anything and have no power over even an atom's
weight in the heavens or on earth.

The Almighty Lord also maintained that those equals, who are
worshiped beside Allah, do not hear the call of those who call upon
them; and even if they can hear it, they are not able to respond; and
on the Day of Judgment, they will reject their polytheism and
disavow them.

He also made clear that those equals who are worshiped beside
Allah cannot bring about any benefit or cause any harm; so, how
could they be worshiped?

Moreover, Allah Almighty rejected the worship of angels, pointing
out that they, although close to Allah, cannot intercede for anyone
without His permission. So, if this is the case, how could they be
worshiped beside Allah?!

And the prophets and messengers, despite their high status in
worldly life and the Hereafter, do not have power to benefit or
harm themselves; so what about others who are lower in rank!

We believe that Allah is One in His attributes of perfection and
majesty, and to Him belong the most excellent names and most
sublime attributes. This is attested by wise minds and the sound
natural disposition and unanimously agreed upon by the scholars of
the Muslim Ummah. Rather, all divine messages demonstrated
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Allah's beautiful attributes, names, and actions. Our Lord dismissed
the deities of the polytheists as being unable to hear or see.

We believe that He is as He described Himself and as the Prophet
(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) described Him. There
is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearing, All-Seeing. We
affirm for Him what He established for Himself and the Prophet
established for Him, and we negate from Him what He negated from
Himself or the Prophet negated from Him, without engaging in ta‘til
(denial), tamthil (likening), takyif (asking how), or tahrif (distortion).

We know with certainty that Allah Almighty possessed His
attributes before He created the creation and that He has the
utmost perfection, majesty, and excellence from eternity to
permanence, for He is the First and the Last, before Whom there
was none and after Whom there will be none; He is the First with
His names, attributes, perfection, and glory, and He is the Last with
His names, attributes, perfection, and glory.

We believe that some of Allah's attributes are associated with His
Essence, such as life, knowledge, hearing, seeing, hand, and fingers,
and other attributes are linked to His will, like anger, pleasure, and
coming down.

We believe that He does whatever He wills whenever He wills and
however He wills, and He honors whomever He wills and humiliates
whomever He wills; none can repel His command or reverse His
decree and judgment.

We believe that some of Allah's attributes are ultimate, such as
hearing, living, and seeing, and other attributes are mentioned in a
restricted manner, and should remain so, like describing Himself,
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Exalted be He, as "plotting" against His enemies if they engage in
plotting, and "forgetting" them if they forget Him.

His attributes include knowledge, hearing, seeing, living,
sustaining, and speech. He possessed the attribute of speech before
creating the creation and speaking to them. Our Lord's speech is
linked to His will; whenever He wills, He speaks. Allah's attribute of
speech occurs in the Qur'an in various aspects. He speaks to His
servants; He privately converses with and calls those He wills from
among them; and He will talk to the creation on the Day of
Judgment, and they will hear His speech on that Day.

We believe that Allah veiled Himself from His creation with a veil
of light. So, they cannot see Him in worldly life, though some of His
prophets heard His speech when He spoke to them from behind a
screen. He also spoke to Musa (peace be upon him).

Some of our Lord's speech is described as being more recent than
other speech, and some parts are more excellent than others.

His speech includes the Qur'an and all divine books revealed to His
messengers, such as the Scrolls of Ibrahim and Misa (peace be upon
them), the Torah, the Gospel, and the Psalms. All of them are the
word of Allah, and Jibril heard it directly from Him and came down
and conveyed it to the prophets and messengers. The Torah is
particularly characterized by the fact that Allah revealed it written in
the Tablets. Allah's speech and words are not created beings.
Indeed, His speech is distinct from that of His creation. Do you not
see that He separates between the creation and the command? We
differentiate between Allah's Shar‘i words and His words
represented by His cosmic signs.
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His attributes also include honor, subjugation, might, authority,
pride, majesty, will, power, and mercy. Mercy is one of His
attributes that describes Him.

Among His attributes is exaltedness; exaltedness of power,
exaltedness of status, and exaltedness of essence. In its three
aspects, exaltedness is an attribute that indicates His perfection.
The noble Qur'an and the Sunnah, as well as sound reasoning and
natural disposition, point to numerous forms of Allah's exaltedness;
also numerous are the proofs that prove His exaltedness.

His attributes also include rising over the Throne, which Allah
mentions seven times in His Book.

Among His attributes are love, pleasure, and hatred of His
enemies; this is because they hated His pleasure and hated what He
revealed to His Messenger (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him).

Other attributes are anger at His enemies and resentment against
the disbelievers.

One of His attributes is that He plots against His enemies who plot
against His close servants. Other attributes are severe wrath and
deception of those who try to deceive Him; Allah deceives the
hypocrites who try to deceive Him. Another attribute is that He
mocks those who mock Him, Exalted be He.

His attributes also include laughter, wonder, coming, and
attending on the Day of Judgment to judge mankind.

We believe in the attribute of descent and that our Lord descends
to the worldly heaven in a real way that befits His majesty and
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greatness; it is not like the descent of created beings; rather, it is
like all His other attributes which we believe in and know, without
exploring their very nature or rejecting them. We believe in them
just as they were reported to us by the truthful Prophet (may Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him).

We believe in Allah's attribute of ma‘iyyah (Allah being with the
creation). Ma‘iyyah is of two kinds: Specific ma‘iyyah with Allah's
close servants and messengers, which entails His support for them;
General ma‘iyyah with all mankind, believers and disbelievers, and it
entails knowledge, encompassment, ability, and authority.

Ma‘iyyah does not entail incarnation or union or contradict Allah's
exaltedness, for it means, as unanimously agreed by the scholars,
that Allah Almighty is with us by His knowledge, encompassment,
and power.

And we establish that Allah has a face that befits His majesty and
greatness and a hand that befits His majesty and greatness. It is
mentioned in the Qur'an and the Sunnah in numerous forms. It is
mentioned as a pair of hands, and that Allah holds and stretches it
out and that He will fold the heavens therein and place the earth in
His grip. His hand is also described as having fingers. All this proves
that the hand mentioned in the Qur'an and the Sunnah is a real
hand that befits the Almighty Lord. We should not try to know its
very essence, liken it to the hands of created beings, or distort the
verses and Hadiths wherein it is mentioned. Another of Allah's
attributes is having fingers.

We believe that the believers will see their Lord on the Day of
Judgment, as established by the Qur'an and authentic Hadtths in
which the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
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gave glad tidings to the believers that they will see their Lord with
their own eyes on the Day of Judgment.

As Allah Almighty described Himself by the attributes of
perfection, majesty, excellence, glory, and pride, He also negated
from Himself the attributes of deficiency. The negation of attributes
is not the basic rule in the Qur'an and the Sunnah; rather, the basic
rule is to establish the attributes. The Qur'an and the Sunnah are
abound with clarification of Allah's attributes as befitting His
majesty, greatness, and perfection. When Allah negates an attribute
from Himself, He does so to demonstrate the perfection in its
opposite, or because humans have ascribed some deficiency to the
Almighty Lord; so, He negates such ascribed deficiency from
Himself.

We believe that Allah Almighty possesses the most excellent
names and that His names reached the pinnacle of perfection.
Nothing is more excellent than them. Moreover, an attribute can be
derived from each name of Allah, and His names are numberless.

Our Lord warned us against profaning His names or denying them
or negating their meanings.

The names and attributes of Allah which occur in the Qur'an and
the Sunnah are too great to be contained by any book. We believe
in these names and attributes as intended by Allah Almighty and as
intended by our Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him), and we know that their reality is not grasped or encompassed
by people, for they are beyond their ability to understand. And we
do not make an effort to interpret them.
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Chapter on the Belief in the Existence of
Allah

It is as the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
stated in his response to Jibril when he asked him about ihsan. He
said: "Tell me about ihsan." He replied: "It is to worship Allah as if
you can see Him; if you cannot see Him, He sees you." ‘Umar added:
Then, he left, and | waited for a short while, after which the Prophet
(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said to me: "O
‘Umar, do you know who the questioner was?" | said: "Allah and His
Messenger know best." He said: "That was Jibril; he came to teach
you your religion."[Narrated by Muslim (8), Abu Dawld (4695), At-
Tirmidhi (2610), An-Nasa’i (4990), and lbn Majah (63)] Our Lord
informs that the followers of this true religion will go to Paradise,
with their different degrees and ranks, and whether they are people
of Islam, Iman, or ihsan. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{THE BOOK THAT WE HAVE REVEALED TO YOU [O PROPHET] IS THE TRUTH,
CONFIRMING THAT WHICH CAME BEFORE IT. INDEED, ALLAH IS ALL-AWARE AND
ALL-SEEING OF HIs SLAVES. THEN WE MADE TO INHERIT THE BOOK THOSE WHOM
WE HAVE CHOSEN FROM AMONG OUR SLAVES. BUT AMONG THEM ARE SOME WHO
WRONG THEMSELVES, SOME FOLLOW A MIDDLE COURSE, AND SOME ARE
FOREMOST IN GOOD DEEDS WITH ALLAH’S PERMISSION. THAT IS THE GREAT
BOUNTY. THEY WILL ENTER GARDENS OF ETERNITY; THEY WILL BE ADORNED



THEREIN WITH BRACELETS OF GOLD AND PEARLS, AND THEIR GARMENTS WILL BE OF
SILK. AND THEY WILL SAY: "ALL PRAISE BE TO ALLAH WHO HAS TAKEN AWAY FROM
US ALL SORROW. INDEED, OUR LORD IS ALL-FORGIVING, MOST APPRECIATIVE."}
[SURAT FATIR: 31-34] Chapter on the Command to Adhere to the
Sunnah and Hold onto It There are many verses and Hadiths that
urge us to adhere to the Sunnah and hold onto it and warn us
against departure from it and forbid us from disunity and conflict.
Allah Almighty says:
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{INDEED, IN THE MESSENGER OF ALLAH YOU HAVE AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE FOR
THOSE WHO LOOK FORWARD TO ALLAH AND THE LAST DAY, AND REMEMBER ALLAH
MUCH.} [SURAT AL-AHZAB: 21] He also says:
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{THOSE WHO HAVE MADE DIVISIONS IN THEIR RELIGION AND TURNED INTO
FACTIONS, YOU HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THEM.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 159] It is
as the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) stated
in his response to Jibril when he asked him about ihsan. He said:
"Tell me about ihsan." He replied: "It is to worship Allah as if you can
see Him; if you cannot see Him, He sees you." ‘Umar added: Then,
he left, and | waited for a short while, after which the Prophet (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said to me: "O ‘Umar, do
you know who the questioner was?" | said: "Allah and His
Messenger know best." He said: "That was Jibril; he came to teach
you your religion." [Narrated by Muslim (8), Abu Dawad (4695), At-
Tirmidhi (2610), An-Nasa’i (4990), and lbn Majah (63)] Our Lord



informs that the followers of this true religion will go to Paradise,
with their different degrees and ranks, and whether they are people
of Islam, Iman, or ihsan. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{THE Book THAT WE HAVE REVEALED TO YOU [O PROPHET] IS THE TRUTH,
CONFIRMING THAT WHICH CAME BEFORE IT. INDEED, ALLAH IS ALL-AWARE AND
ALL-SEEING OF HIS SLAVES. THEN WE MADE TO INHERIT THE BOOK THOSE WHOM
WE HAVE CHOSEN FROM AMONG OUR SLAVES. BUT AMONG THEM ARE SOME WHO
WRONG THEMSELVES, SOME FOLLOW A MIDDLE COURSE, AND SOME ARE
FOREMOST IN GOOD DEEDS WITH ALLAH’S PERMISSION. THAT IS THE GREAT
BOUNTY. THEY WILL ENTER GARDENS OF ETERNITY; THEY WILL BE ADORNED
THEREIN WITH BRACELETS OF GOLD AND PEARLS, AND THEIR GARMENTS WILL BE OF
SILK. AND THEY WILL SAY: "ALL PRAISE BE TO ALLAH WHO HAS TAKEN AWAY FROM
US ALL SORROW. INDEED, OUR LORD IS ALL-FORGIVING, MOST APPRECIATIVE."}
[SURAT FATIR: 31-34] Chapter on the Command to Adhere to the
Sunnah and Hold onto It There are many verses and Hadiths that
urge us to adhere to the Sunnah and hold onto it and warn us
against opposing it and forbid us from disunity and conflict. Allah
Almighty says:
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{INDEED, IN THE MESSENGER OF ALLAH YOU HAVE AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE FOR
THOSE WHO LOOK FORWARD TO ALLAH AND THE LAST DAY, AND REMEMBER ALLAH
MUCH.} [SURAT AL-AHZAB: 21] He also says:
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{THOSE WHO HAVE MADE DIVISIONS IN THEIR RELIGION AND TURNED INTO
FACTIONS, YOU HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THEM. } [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 159]
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{AND AMONG HIS SIGNS IS YOUR SLEEP BY NIGHT AND DAY, AND YOUR SEEKING
OF HIS BOUNTY [BY DAY]. INDEED, THERE ARE SIGNS IN THIS FOR PEOPLE WHO
LISTEN. AND AMONG HIS SIGNS IS THAT HE SHOWS YOU LIGHTNING, CAUSING FEAR
AND HOPE, AND HE SENDS DOWN WATER FROM THE SKY, REVIVING THEREWITH THE
EARTH AFTER ITS DEATH. INDEED, THERE ARE SIGNS IN THIS FOR PEOPLE WHO
UNDERSTAND. AND AMONG HIS SIGNS IS THAT THE SKY AND EARTH ARE
MAINTAINED BY HIS COMMAND. THEN WHEN HE CALLS YOU OUT OF THE EARTH,
YOU WILL IMMEDIATELY COME FORTH. TO HIM BELONG ALL THOSE WHO ARE IN THE
HEAVENS AND EARTH; ALL ARE DEVOTEDLY OBEDIENT TO HIM. IT IS HE WHO
ORIGINATES THE CREATION THEN REPEATS IT, WHICH IS EASIER FOR HIM.} [SURAT
AR-ROM: 19-27] He also established the argument against His
servants by the fact that He created them from a single soul. Allah
Almighty says:
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{HE CREATED YOU FROM A SINGLE SOUL, THEN HE MADE FROM IT ITS MATE, AND
HE CREATED FOR YOU EIGHT PAIRS OF LIVESTOCK. HE CREATES YOU IN THE WOMBS
OF YOUR MOTHERS [IN STAGES], CREATION AFTER CREATION, IN THREE LAYERS OF
DARKNESS. SUCH IS ALLAH, YOUR LORD. TO HIM BELONGS THE DOMINION; NONE
HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM. SO HOW ARE YOU AVERTED?}
[SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 6] So, He mentioned His origination of the creation
and that all animals are created by Him, and then He established the
argument against us by the fact that He created us in the wombs, in
darkness, and that none else can turn a drop of sperm into a human
being.

In the preceding verses, Allah Almighty mentions one of the
strongest proofs of His existence, namely His creation of the
heavens and the earth and what is between them.

He also established the argument against His servants by His care
of them and what they find in themselves and their progeny, and
the fact that He brought them out of their mothers' wombs not
knowing anything and then looked after them until they reached
maturity in form and knowledge. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{ALLAH BROUGHT YOU OUT FROM YOUR MOTHERS’ WOMBS NOT KNOWING
ANYTHING, AND HE GAVE YOU HEARING, SIGHT AND INTELLECT, SO THAT YOU MAY
BE GRATEFUL.} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 78] As He brought everything into
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existence and prepared it, He also guided His creation to what is
beneficial for them. Speaking about Pharaoh, our Lord says:
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{PHARAOH SAID: "SO WHO IS THE LORD OF YOU TWO, O MOSES?"} [SURAT
TAHA: 49] And the divine response came:
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{HE saiD: "OUR LORD IS THE ONE WHO GAVE EVERYTHING ITS FORM THEN
GUIDED IT."} [SURAT TAHA: 50] WE believe that Allah Almighty spread
out the earth and placed therein firm mountains and caused to
grow therein everything in due proportion. This equilibrium we see
in the world bears the strongest testimony that Allah is the Creator.
Likewise, the rain Allah sends down in a specific manner that
humans cannot do, nor can they store what comes down from the
sky, testifies that Allah is the Creator, the One God, and the
Subjugator. In the Qur’an, He says:
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{As FOR THE EARTH, WE HAVE SPREAD IT OUT AND PLACED THEREIN FIRM
MOUNTAINS, AND CAUSED TO GROW THEREIN EVERYTHING IN DUE PROPORTION.
AND WE HAVE MADE THEREIN FOR YOU MEANS OF SUSTENANCE AND FOR THOSE
WHOM YOU DO NOT PROVIDE. THERE IS NOTHING EXCEPT THAT WE HAVE ITS
TREASURIES, AND WE DO NOT SEND IT DOWN EXCEPT IN A DETERMINED MEASURE.
AND WE SEND FERTILIZING WINDS, AND SEND DOWN RAIN FROM THE SKY FOR YOU
TO DRINK, AND IT IS NOT YOU WHO COULD STORE IT.} [SURAT AL-HIJR: 19-22] We



believe in what the prophets and messengers believed in and have
certitude in the proofs and arguments they brought forth, which
point to Allah, the Exalted. For example, Allah points out that
Ibrahim (peace be upon him) cited as an argument against Nimrod
that Allah causes the sun to rise from the east and none else can
bring it from the west. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{ABRAHAM SAID: "MY LORD IS THE ONE WHO GIVES LIFE AND CAUSES DEATH."
HE SAID: "I GIVE LIFE AND CAUSE DEATH." ABRAHAM SAID: "IT IS ALLAH WHO
BRINGS THE SUN FROM THE EAST, SO BRING IT FROM THE WEST."} [SURAT AL-
BAQARAH: 258] Ibrahim (peace be upon him) cited another argument
against his people: that Allah guided him, gave him food and drink,
and healed him whenever he fell ill, and He is the One Who would
cause him to die and then bring him to life. He is quoted in the
Qur’an as saying:
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{WHO CREATED ME, SO HE GUIDES ME; AND IT IS HE WHO PROVIDES ME WITH
FOOD AND DRINK; AND WHEN | AM ILL, HE HEALS ME; AND HE WILL CAUSE ME TO
DIE THEN BRING ME BACK TO LIFE.} [SURAT ASH-SHU‘ARA’: 78-81] Allah
Almighty mentions that Misa (peace be upon him) cited as an
argument against Pharaoh the fact that his Lord is the One:
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{WHO GAVE EVERYTHING ITS FORM THEN GUIDED IT.} [SURAT TAHA: 50] It also
occurs in the Qur'an that Allah glorifies Himself above any defect,
and He introduces Himself to us. Our Lord says:
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{GLORIFY THE NAME OF YOUR LORD, THE MoST HIGH, WHO CREATED AND
FASHIONED IN DUE PROPORTION, AND WHO DETERMINED [THE CREATION] THEN
GUIDED THEM.} [SURAT AL-A‘LA: 1-3] Moreover, Allah Almighty cites as
proof for Him being the sole Creator of this universe that He causes
the cheerful gardens to grow and that humans cannot cause their
trees to grow. He also mentions as an argument that He made the
earth stable, placed therein rivers and firm mountains, and put a
barrier between two bodies of water preventing their water from
merging together. And that He alone is the One Who responds to
the distressed - even if not a believer - when he calls out to Him, the
One Who guides people in the darkness of the land and the sea, and
the One Who sends the winds as harbingers ahead of His mercy;
and He is the One Who provides for us, and there is no provider,
lord, or creator other than Him. Our Lord, Exalted be He, says:
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{Is HE [NOT BETTER] WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, AND SENT DOWN
FOR YOU RAIN FROM THE SKY, BY WHICH WE CAUSED TO GROW GARDENS OF



CHEERFUL BEAUTY? YOU COULD NEVER CAUSE THEIR TREES TO GROW. IS THERE ANY
GOD BESIDES ALLAH? NO, BUT THEY ARE PEOPLE WHO ASCRIBE EQUALS [TO
ALLAH]. Is HE [NOT BETTER] WHO MADE THE EARTH A STABLE PLACE TO LIVE, AND
CAUSED RIVERS TO FLOW THROUGH IT, AND PLACED THEREIN FIRM MOUNTAINS,
AND MADE A BARRIER BETWEEN TWO FLOWING BODIES OF WATER? IS THERE ANY
GOD BESIDES ALLAH? NO, BUT MOST OF THEM DO NOT KNOW. IS HE [NOT BETTER]
WHO RESPONDS TO THE DISTRESSED WHEN HE CALLS OUT TO HIM, AND WHO
RELIEVES SUFFERING, AND WHO MAKES YOU SUCCESSORS ON EARTH? IS THERE ANY
GOD BESIDES ALLAH? LITTLE IS IT THAT YOU TAKE HEED! IS HE [NOT BETTER] WHO
GUIDES YOU IN THE DEPTHS OF DARKNESS OF THE LAND AND SEA, AND WHO SENDS
THE WINDS AS HARBINGERS AHEAD OF HIS MERCY? IS THERE ANY GOD BESIDES
ALLAH? EXALTED IS ALLAH FAR ABOVE THE PARTNERS THEY ASSOCIATE WITH Him!
Is HE [NOT BETTER] WHO ORIGINATES CREATION THEN REPEATS IT, AND WHO
GIVES YOU PROVISION FROM THE HEAVEN AND EARTH? IS THERE ANY GOD BESIDES
ALLAH? SAY: "PRODUCE YOUR EVIDENCE IF YOU ARE TRUTHFUL."} [SURAT AN-
NAML: 60-64] He Almighty also says:
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{IT 1s HE WHO SPREAD OUT THE EARTH AND PLACED THEREIN FIRM MOUNTAINS
AND RIVERS, AND CREATED THEREIN FRUITS OF EVERY KIND IN PAIRS. HE CAUSES
THE NIGHT TO COVER THE DAY. INDEED, THERE ARE SIGNS IN THIS FOR PEOPLE WHO
REFLECT. AND ON THE EARTH THERE ARE NEIGHBORING [YET DIFFERENT] TRACTS OF
LAND, AND GARDENS OF GRAPEVINES, GRAINS AND PALM TREES — SOME GROWING
IN CLUSTERS FROM ONE ROOT OR STANDING ALONE. THEY ARE ALL IRRIGATED WITH
THE SAME WATER, YET WE CAUSE SOME OF THEM EXCEL OTHERS IN TASTE. INDEED,
THERE ARE SIGNS IN THIS FOR PEOPLE OF UNDERSTANDING.} [SURAT AR-RA‘D: 3-4]



So, Allah Almighty affirms that He alone is the One Who spread out
the earth and created all trees and fruits in pairs, and He alone is
the One Who causes the night to cover the day. He also uses the
argument that different tracts of land produce similar and dissimilar
plants, though they are irrigated with the same water. Glory be to
Allah, other than Whom there is no lord or creator. Our Lord
demonstrates that mountains, though firm and solid, contain such
splendor that points to the magnificence of the Creator. Allah
Almighty says:

[27 1 3ha] Y 35k gl 585 W CUBRA 5205 (i 32 T G

{AND IN THE MOUNTAINS THERE ARE VARIOUS TRACTS OF WHITE AND RED, OF
VARIOUS COLORS, AND RAVEN BLACK.} [SURAT FATIR: 27] He also points out
that He is the One Who created all these worlds and subjected them
for mankind. An example is the fact that He enabled ships to sail
through the sea. Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{IT 1S ALLAH WHO HAS SUBJECTED FOR YOU THE SEA, SO THAT THE SHIPS MAY
SAIL ON IT BY HIS COMMAND, AND SO THAT YOU MAY SEEK HIS BOUNTY, AND SO
THAT YOU MAY BE GRATEFUL. AND HE HAS SUBJECTED FOR YOU ALL THAT IS IN THE
HEAVENS AND ALL THAT IS ON EARTH; ALL IS FROM HIM. INDEED, THERE ARE SIGNS
IN THIS FOR PEOPLE WHO REFLECT.} [SURAT AL-JATHIYAH: 12-13] Our Lord
proves His existence to us by the fact that He subjected the animals
for us, giving us means of transport, clothing, foods, and drinks, and
that He holds the bird in the open air. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{DO THEY NOT SEE THE BIRDS ENABLED TO FLY IN THE OPEN AIR? NONE HOLDS
THEM UP EXCEPT ALLAH. INDEED, THERE ARE SIGNS IN THIS FOR PEOPLE WHO
BELIEVE. ALLAH HAS MADE YOUR HOUSES A PLACE OF REST FOR YOU, AND HE HAS
GIVEN YOU TENTS MADE FROM THE HIDES OF LIVESTOCK WHICH YOU FIND LIGHT TO
HANDLE WHEN YOU TRAVEL AND WHEN YOU CAMP. AND OUT OF THEIR WOOL, FUR
AND HAIR [HE HAS GIVEN YOU] FURNISHINGS AND ENJOYMENT FOR A WHILE. ALLAH
HAS MADE FOR YOU SHADE OUT OF WHAT HE HAS CREATED, AND HAS MADE FOR
YOU SHELTER IN THE MOUNTAINS. HE HAS ALSO MADE FOR YOU GARMENTS
PROTECTING YOU FROM HEAT [AND COLD], AND GARMENTS [OF ARMOR]
PROTECTING YOU IN BATTLE. THIS IS HOW HE PERFECTS HIS FAVORS UPON YOU, SO
THAT YOU MAY SUBMIT TO HIM.} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 79-81] All these are signs
that bear testimony to His existence and lordship. Who could bring
them into existence except Him, Glorified be He? There is no creator
or lord other than Him. And He presents to us a great witness that
occurs every day and points to His existence and lordship, namely
that He is the One Who cleaves the daybreak and causes the grain
and fruit stones to sprout. In the Qur'an, He says:
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{IT1s ALLAH WHO CAUSES THE GRAIN AND FRUIT-STONES TO SPROUT. HE BRINGS
FORTH THE LIVING FROM THE DEAD AND THE DEAD FROM THE LIVING. SUCH IS
ALLAH! SO HOW ARE YOU BEING TURNED AWAY? IT IS HE WHO CLEAVES THE



DAYBREAK, AND MADE THE NIGHT FOR REST, AND THE SUN AND THE MOON WITH A
PRECISE MEASUREMENT; THAT IS THE DESIGN OF THE ALL-MIGHTY, THE ALL-
KNOWING.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 95-96] As He made the sun and the moon
two signs, He too rendered the night and day two signs pointing to
His existence and lordship. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{WE HAVE MADE THE DAY AND NIGHT AS TWO SIGNS. WE DARKENED THE NIGHT
AND MADE THE DAY BRIGHT.} [SURAT AL-ISRA’: 12] Allah Almighty also
points out that He is the One Who makes the bodies of water fresh
and salty, and provides therein for us tender meat and ornaments,
which point to His existence. He, Glorified be He, says:
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{IT1s HE WHO HAS SUBJECTED THE SEA, SO THAT YOU MAY EAT FROM IT TENDER
MEAT AND EXTRACT ORNAMENTS TO WEAR. AND YOU SEE THE SHIPS CLEAVING
THEIR WAY THROUGH ITS WAVES.} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 14] He also says:
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{IT1s HE WHO MERGES THE TWO BODIES OF WATER: ONE FRESH AND PALATABLE
AND THE OTHER SALTY AND BITTER, AND HE HAS MADE BETWEEN THEM A BARRIER
AND AN INSURMOUNTABLE PARTITION.} [SURAT AL-FURQAN: 53] And our Lord
clarifies that sound minds can realize that this universe could not
have come into existence without a Creator. He says:
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{IT 1s HE WHO GIVES LIFE AND CAUSES DEATH, AND TO HIM BELONGS THE
ALTERNATION OF NIGHT AND DAY. DO YOU NOT UNDERSTAND?} [SURAT AL-
Mu’MINON: 80] He also says:
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{ABRAHAM SAID: "DO YOU THEN WORSHIP BESIDES ALLAH THAT WHICH CAN
NEITHER BENEFIT NOR HARM YOU IN THE LEAST? FIE UPON YOU AND UPON ALL
THAT YOU WORSHIP BESIDES ALLAH! DO YOU NOT HAVE ANY SENSE?"} [SURAT AL-
ANBIYA": 66-67] Could there be greater signs of His existence and
lordship, Exalted be He! Allah Almighty criticizes those who attribute
the creation to other than Him and asks them in a scolding manner:
Were they created from nothing? Or did they create themselves or
create the heavens and the earth? Or do they possess the treasures
of Allah? Or are they in control of everything? In the Qur’an, Allah,
Exalted be He, says:
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{WERE THEY CREATED BY NONE, OR WERE THEY THE CREATORS [OF
THEMSELVES]? OR DID THEY CREATE THE HEAVENS AND EARTH? RATHER, THEY ARE
NOT CERTAIN IN FAITH. OR DO THEY POSSESS THE TREASURES OF YOUR LORD, OR
DO THEY HAVE FULL CONTROL [OF EVERYTHING]?} [SURAT AT-TUR: 35-37] These
verses provide one of the strongest proofs for the existence of the
Almighty Creator. Hence, Jubayr ibn Mut‘im reported: | heard the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) recite At-Tur
in the Maghrib prayer, and when he reached those verses, {WERE
THEY CREATED BY NONE, OR WERE THEY THE CREATORS [OF THEMSELVES]? OR DID
THEY CREATE THE HEAVENS AND EARTH? RATHER, THEY ARE NOT CERTAIN IN FAITH.
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OR DO THEY POSSESS THE TREASURES OF YOUR LORD, OR DO THEY HAVE FULL
CONTROL [OF EVERYTHING]?} he said: "My heart was about to fly."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4854), Muslim (463), Abu Dawud (811), An-
Nasa’i (987), and Ibn Majah (832)] Jubayr (May Allah be pleased
with him) heard those verses before he embraced Islam, and they
pointed out that people are created beings and submissive servants
to their Lord, Exalted be He above what they ascribe to Him. Allah
Almighty says:
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{I DID NOT CALL THEM TO WITNESS THE CREATION OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH,
NOR EVEN THE CREATION OF THEIR OWN SELVES, AND | WOULD NOT TAKE THOSE
WHO MISGUIDE OTHERS AS HELPERS.} [SURAT AL-KAHF: 51] If man is unaware
of how the heavens were created and how he himself was created,
how could he deny the One Who created him and brought him into
existence? We believe that Allah did not create the universe for no
purpose; rather, it is the perfect creation for a great purpose. Allah,
the Exalted, says:
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{WE DID NOT CREATE THE HEAVENS AND EARTH AND ALL THAT IS BETWEEN THEM
FOR FUN. IF WE HAD WISHED FOR A PASTIME, WE COULD HAVE HAD IT FROM OUR
OWN, IF WE WERE TO DO SO.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA": 16-17] He also responds
to the claim made by the Christians that the Messiah is a god and a
creator who manages the affairs of this universe. Allah maintains
that nothing on earth or in the heaven is hidden from Him, and that
He is the One Who shapes people in the wombs; and among those
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He shaped and created is the Messiah (peace be upon him). Allah,
Exalted be He, says:
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{INDEED, THERE IS NOTHING HIDDEN FROM ALLAH ON EARTH OR IN THE HEAVEN.
IT 1S HE WHO SHAPES YOU IN THE WOMBS AS HE WILLS. NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO
BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM, THE ALL-MIGHTY, THE ALL-WISE.} [SURAT AL
‘IMRAN: 5-6] In addition to many other signs and proofs in the
Qur’an, like the verses in Surat al-An‘am and Surat an-Nahl, which
all point to the existence and lordship of Allah Almighty.



Chapter on the Belief in Allah's Lordship

We believe that Allah is the only Lord and Creator, and that He
alone began the creation and none took part in it. In the Qur’an, He
says:
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{ALLAH BRINGS THE CREATION INTO BEING, THEN HE WILL REPEAT IT, THEN TO
HIM YOU WILL BE RETURNED.} [SURAT AR-ROM: 11] Allah Almighty also
says:
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{SAY: "CAN ANY OF YOUR [SO-CALLED] PARTNERS ORIGINATE CREATION THEN

REPEAT IT?" SAY: "ALLAH ORIGINATES CREATION THEN REPEATS IT. HOW ARE YOU

THEN DELUDED [FROM THE TRUTH]?"} [SURAT YOUNUS: 34] And that Allah
creates by His command. He says:
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{WHENEVER HE WILLS SOMETHING TO BE, HE ONLY SAYS TO IT, 'BE', AND IT IS.}
[SURAT YAsIN: 82] And He creates by whatever means He wills. He
says:
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{AND WE BROUGHT FORTH THEREBY VARIOUS TYPES OF PLANTS.} [SURAT TAHA:
53] Allah, the Exalted, also says:
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{AND HE CREATED THEREIN FRUITS OF EVERY KIND IN PAIRS.} [SURAT AR-RA‘D:
3] And He says:
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{AND WE HAVE CREATED EVERYTHING IN PAIRS, SO THAT YOU MAY TAKE HEED.}
[SURAT ADH-DHARIYAT: 49] Our Lord declares that He is the Creator of
everything and all else are created beings. He says:
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{ALLAH 1S THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, AND HE IS THE MAINTAINER OF
EVERYTHING.} [SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 62] We believe that Allah is the Lord,
Creator, and Manager of everything. In the Qur'an, He says:
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{O MANKIND, WORSHIP YOUR LORD, WHO CREATED YOU AND THOSE BEFORE
YOU, SO THAT YOU MAY BECOME RIGHTEOUS; HE WHO MADE THE EARTH A
RESTING-PLACE FOR YOU, AND THE SKY A CANOPY; AND SENDS DOWN RAIN FROM
THE SKY, AND BRINGS FORTH FRUITS THEREBY AS A PROVISION FOR YOU.} [SURAT
AL-BAQARAH: 21-22] He also says:
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{ALLAH 1S YOUR LORD WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH IN SIX DAYS,
AND THEN ROSE OVER THE THRONE, GOVERNING ALL AFFAIRS.} [SURAT YONUS: 3]
He, Exalted be He, created the heavens and the earth and He
possesses and manages them. He says:



{To HiM BELONGS THE KEYS OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH. AS FOR THOSE WHO
DISBELIEVE IN THE VERSES OF ALLAH, IT IS THEY WHO ARE THE LOSERS.} [SURAT Az-
ZUMAR: 63] Any created being does not have the power to manage
his own affairs or the affairs of others, except as Allah enables him
to. Neither the angels nor the prophets (peace be upon them) nor
the pious people can manage the affairs of the universe or bring
about any benefit or ward off any harm. Allah Almighty says:
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{Say: "CALL UPON THOSE WHOM YOU CLAIM [TO BE GODS] BESIDES ALLAH.
THEY DO NOT HAVE EVEN AN ATOM’S WEIGHT OF AUTHORITY IN THE HEAVENS OR
ON EARTH, NOR DO THEY HAVE ANY SHARE IN EITHER OF THEM, NOR IS ANY OF
THEM A HELPER TO ALLAH."} [SURAT SABA": 22] We believe that Allah is the
true Sovereign, and the whole creation is submissive to Him, and all
other kings only have transient dominions. Our Lord says:
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{Say: "O ALLAH, LORD OF THE DOMINION, YOU GIVE DOMINION TO WHOM YOU

WILL AND TAKE IT AWAY FROM WHOM YOU WILL, YOU HONOR WHOM YOU WILL
AND HUMILIATE WHOM YOU WILL. ALL GOOD IS IN YOUR HAND. YOU ARE MOST
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CAPABLE OF ALL THINGS."} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 26] And all else are
submissive servants to Allah Almighty, Who says:
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{THERE IS NONE IN THE HEAVENS AND EARTH EXCEPT THAT HE WILL COME TO THE
MoST COMPASSIONATE IN FULL SUBMISSION.} [SURAT MARYAM: 93] We
believe that Allah is the Creator of the heavens and earth, the One
Who wraps the night over the day and wraps the day over the night,
and the One Who subjected the sun and the moon, each running its
course for a fixed term. In the Qur'an, He says:
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{HE CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH FOR A TRUE PURPOSE. HE WRAPS THE
NIGHT OVER THE DAY AND WRAPS THE DAY OVER THE NIGHT. HE HAS SUBJECTED
THE SUN AND THE MOON, EACH RUNNING ITS COURSE FOR AN APPOINTED TERM.
INDEED, HE IS THE ALL-MIGHTY, MOST FORGIVING.} [SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 5] And
that Allah, Exalted be He, is the One Who made the sun a radiant
light and the moon a reflected light and rendered the alternation of
the night and day a sign that shows the greatness of His creation
and the perfection of His management. He says:
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{IT 1S HE WHO MADE THE SUN A RADIANT LIGHT AND THE MOON A REFLECTED
LIGHT, AND PRECISELY DETERMINED ITS PHASES, SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW THE
NUMBER OF YEARS AND ACCOUNT [OF TIME]. ALLAH HAS NOT CREATED ALL OF THIS
EXCEPT FOR A TRUE PURPOSE. HE MAKES THE SIGNS CLEAR FOR PEOPLE WHO
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KNOW. INDEED, IN THE ALTERNATION OF THE NIGHT AND DAY, AND IN WHAT ALLAH
HAS CREATED IN THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, THERE ARE SIGNS FOR PEOPLE WHO
FEAR HiM.} [SURAT YONUS: 5-6] And that He is the One Who created us
from a single soul and made from it its mate and created all animals.
Allah, Blessed and Glorified be He, says:

656555-(5) 4qaad Y‘weﬁdf‘}kéjj%uduyahj&mw&;%
@E)ﬁ'}? ‘*J_YJLJ\ i ”‘\eﬂ;uh “”=L55L9SAA""L}‘°NA’S)“1/\UJLJ
[6 2 e 30] 15800

{HE CREATED YOU FROM A SINGLE SOUL, THEN HE MADE FROM IT ITS MATE, AND
HE CREATED FOR YOU EIGHT PAIRS OF LIVESTOCK. HE CREATES YOU IN THE WOMBS
OF YOUR MOTHERS [IN STAGES], CREATION AFTER CREATION, IN THREE LAYERS OF
DARKNESS. SUCH IS ALLAH, YOUR LORD. TO HIM BELONGS THE DOMINION; NONE
HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM. SO HOW ARE YOU AVERTED?}
[SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 6] We believe that Allah is the Provider, the Lord of
Power, and the Mighty. None but Him provides for us and fulfills our
needs. He says:

[58 :cbalal] O A Guaalls 581 45 (51350 b &1 &)y

{INDEED, IT 1S ALLAH WHO IS THE ALL-PROVIDER, LORD OF POWER, THE
MIGHTY.} [SURAT ADH-DHARIYAT: 58] He also says:
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{THERE IS NO MOVING CREATURE ON EARTH BUT UPON ALLAH IS ITS PROVISION.
HE KNOWS ITS PLACE OF DWELLING AND ITS PLACE OF REST; EVERYTHING IS

[WRITTEN] IN A CLEAR RECORD.} [SURAT HUD: 6] We believe that Allah
Almighty encompasses everything in His knowledge. He says:
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{HE KNOWS WHAT WAS BEFORE THEM AND WHAT WILL BE AFTER THEM, WHILE
THEY ENCOMPASS NOTHING OF HIS KNOWLEDGE, EXCEPT WHAT HE WILLS.} [SURAT
AL-BAQARAH: 255] Nothing, great or small, escapes Allah's knowledge.
He, Exalted be He, says:
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{[HE 1] THE KNOWER OF THE UNSEEN; NOT EVEN AN ATOM’S WEIGHT IS HIDDEN
FROM HIM IN THE HEAVENS OR ON EARTH, NOR IS THERE ANYTHING SMALLER OR
BIGGER THAN THAT, EXCEPT THAT IT IS IN A CLEAR RECORD.} [SURAT SABA’: 3] His
knowledge encompasses everything in this universe. Our Lord says:
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{HE ALONE HAS THE KEYS OF THE UNSEEN; NO ONE KNOWS THEM EXCEPT Him.
HE KNOWS WHAT IS IN THE LAND AND SEA. NOT A LEAF FALLS WITHOUT HIs
KNOWLEDGE, NOR A GRAIN IN THE DARKNESS OF THE EARTH, NOR ANYTHING MOIST
OR DRY, BUT IS [WRITTEN] IN A CLEAR RECORD.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 59]
Highlighting an aspect of this all-encompassing knowledge, He also
says:
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{THERE IS NO MOVING CREATURE ON EARTH OR A BIRD FLYING WITH ITS TWO
WINGS, BUT ARE COMMUNITIES LIKE YOU. WE HAVE MISSED NOTHING IN THE
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RECORD, THEN TO THEIR LORD THEY WILL BE GATHERED.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 38]
We believe that Allah is the Knower of the unseen and the visible
things. He says:
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{HE 1s THE KNOWER OF THE UNSEEN AND THE SEEN, THE ALL-GREAT, THE MOST
EXALTED.} [SURAT AR-RAD: 9] And that He does not reveal His unseen
to anyone of His creation except a messenger whom He chooses.
Our Lord says:
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{[HE 1sS] KNOWER OF THE UNSEEN, HE DOES NOT REVEAL HIS UNSEEN TO
ANYONE, EXCEPT THE MESSENGER WHOM HE CHOOSES, THEN HE APPOINTS ANGEL-
GUARDS BEFORE HIM AND BEHIND HIM.} [SURAT AL-JINN: 26-27] Whoever
claims to know the unseen is a liar and a fabricator. The messenger
did not know the unseen. Allah Almighty commanded His Prophet
Muhammad (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) to say:
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{SAY [O PROPHET]: "I DO NOT TELL YOU THAT | HAVE THE TREASURIES OF ALLAH,
NOR DO | KNOW THE UNSEEN."} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 50] We believe that Allah
alone is the One Who gives life and causes death. He, Exalted be He,
says:
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{INDEED, TO ALLAH BELONGS THE DOMINION OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH. HE
GIVES LIFE AND CAUSES DEATH. YOU HAVE NO PROTECTOR OR HELPER BESIDES
ALLAH.} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 116] He also says:
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{IT 1s HE WHO GAVE YOU LIFE, THEN WILL CAUSE YOU TO DIE, THEN HE WILL
BRING YOU BACK TO LIFE. INDEED, MAN IS EVER UNGRATEFUL.} [SURAT AL-HAJJ:
66] And that He is the One Who created death and life. Our Lord
says:
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{WHO CREATED DEATH AND LIFE TO TEST YOU AS TO WHICH OF YOU IS BEST IN
DEEDS, AND HE IS THE ALL-MIGHTY, THE MOST FORGIVING.} [SURAT AL-MULK: 2]
And that He is the One Who takes away the souls. He says:
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{ALLAH TAKES AWAY THE SOULS AT THE TIME OF THEIR DEATH.} [SURAT Az-
ZUMAR: 42] We believe that Allah, Exalted be He, subjugated
everything through His power and rule. In the Qur’an, He informs us
that:
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{To ALLAH PROSTRATES WHOEVER IS IN THE HEAVENS AND ON EARTH, WILLINGLY
OR UNWILLINGLY, AND SO DO THEIR SHADOWS IN THE MORNING AND EVENING.}
[SURAT AR-RA‘D: 15] He also says:
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{THE DAY WHEN THEY WILL BE BROUGHT FORTH, NOTHING ABOUT THEM WILL BE
HIDDEN FROM ALLAH. [HE WILL SAY]: "TO WHOM DOES THE DOMINION BELONG
THIS DAY? To ALLAH, THE ONE, THE SUBJUGATOR!"} [SURAT GHAFIR: 16] We
believe that Allah created the heaven and raised it without pillars.
He says:
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{HE CREATED THE HEAVENS WITHOUT PILLARS THAT YOU CAN SEE; AND HE
PLACED FIRM MOUNTAINS ON THE EARTH SO IT DOES NOT SHAKE WITH YOU.}
[SURAT LuamAN: 10] Allah Almighty subjected for mankind what is in
the heavens and on earth; all is from Him. He says:
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{AND HE HAS SUBJECTED FOR YOU ALL THAT IS IN THE HEAVENS AND ALL THAT IS
ON EARTH; ALL IS FROM HIM. INDEED, THERE ARE SIGNS IN THIS FOR PEOPLE WHO
REFLECT.} [SURAT AL-JATHIYAH: 13] We believe that to our Lord belongs
the creation and the command. He, Exalted be He, says:

[54 1<l e V] §0 € Cpalall &y Q5 215 GRITAIYI )
{BEHOLD, HIS IS THE CREATION AND THE COMMAND. BLESSED IS ALLAH, LORD
OF THE WORLDS.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 54] There is no true god or lawgiver
but Him. He says:
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{HE HAS PRESCRIBED FOR YOU [BELIEVERS] THE SAME RELIGION WHICH HE
ENJOINED UPON NOAH, AND THAT WHICH WE HAVE REVEALED TO You [O
PROPHET].} [SURAT ASH-SHURA: 13] He also says:
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{To EACH OF YOU WE HAVE ORDAINED A LAW AND A WAY OF LIFE.} [SURAT AL-
MA’IDAH: 48] He is the One Who lays down laws and obligations and
clarifies the religion. Allah Almighty disapproves of those who take
their rabbis and monks as lords, accepting from them what they
legislate in the religion. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{THEY HAVE TAKEN THEIR RABBIS AND MONKS AS LORDS BESIDES ALLAH.} [SURAT
AT-TAWBAH: 31] And He says:

[21 1550 ... B4 GG 2l L 0l G2 w1 158 52 1S5 &4 FAH

{OR DO THEY HAVE PARTNERS WHO HAVE PRESCRIBED FOR THEM A RELIGION
THAT IS NOT SANCTIONED BY ALLAH?} [SURAT ASH-SHURA: 21] As Allah is the
One Who created His servants and He is their Master, He also laid
down laws for them, for He alone is able to hold them accountable
and give them the due recompense. In the Qur'an, He says:
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{ALLAH CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH FOR A TRUE PURPOSE, AND SO THAT
EVERY SOUL MAY BE RECOMPENSED FOR WHAT IT HAS EARNED, AND THEY WILL NOT
BE WRONGED. } [SURAT AL-JATHIYAH: 22] He also says:
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{THE HOUR IS CERTAINLY COMING, BUT | ALMOST KEEP IT HIDDEN, SO THAT
EVERY SOUL WILL BE RECOMPENSED FOR WHAT IT STRIVES.} [SURAT TAHA: 15] We
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believe that Allah, Glorified be He, created mankind and their
actions. He says:
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{ALLAH WHO CREATED YOU AND ALL WHAT YOU DO?”} [SURAT AS-SAFFAT: 96]
We give a true and honest testimony that Allah Almighty made
every sign and wonder in the universe point to Him as the Creator.
He affirms this, saying:
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{Is THEN HE WHO CREATES EQUAL TO ONE WHO CANNOT CREATE? WILL YOU
NOT THEN TAKE HEED?} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 17] Allah Almighty disapproves
of those who ascribe partners to Him in His lordship or divinity, for
He is the only Creator. He says:
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{OR DO THEY ASCRIBE TO ALLAH PARTNERS WHO CREATED THE LIKE OF HIS
CREATION, SO THEY ARE CONFUSED BETWEEN TWO CREATIONS? SAY: "ALLAH IS THE
CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, AND HE IS THE ONE, THE SUBJUGATOR."} [SURAT AR-
RA‘D: 16] The polytheists believed in Allah's lordship and knew that
He is the Creator, the Provider, and the One Who gives life and
causes death and Who can bring about benefit or cause harm, and
that their idols and deities could not do any good or harm and they
were but means whereby they sought to draw close to Allah
Almighty. Nonetheless, Allah did not accept that from them. He
says:
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{IF YOU ASK THEM WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH AND SUBJECTED THE
SUN AND MOON, THEY WILL SURELY SAY: 'ALLAH.' HOW ARE THEY THEN DELUDED?
ALLAH EXTENDS PROVISION TO WHOM HE WILLS OF HIS SLAVES OR RESTRICTS IT.
INDEED, ALLAH IS ALL-KNOWING OF EVERYTHING. IF YOU ASK THEM WHO SENDS
DOWN RAIN FROM THE SKY, THEN REVIVES THEREWITH THE LAND AFTER ITS DEATH,
THEY WILL SURELY SAY: 'ALLAH'. SAY: “ALL PRAISE IS FOR ALLAH." BUT MOST OF
THEM DO NOT UNDERSTAND.} [SURAT AL-‘ANKABUT: 61-63] Although they
would desperately seek Allah's help at times of difficulty and turn to
Him whenever they suffered distress, this did not avail them,
because they persisted in their polytheism and disbelief. Allah
Almighty says:
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{WHEN THEY BOARD A SHIP, THEY SUPPLICATE TO ALLAH, DEVOTING THEIR FAITH
SINCERELY TO HIM. BUT AS SOON AS HE RESCUES THEM TO THE LAND, THEY
ASSOCIATE PARTNERS WITH HIM, SHOWING THEIR INGRATITUDE TO WHAT WE
HAVE GIVEN THEM AND ENJOY THEMSELVES, BUT THEY WILL SOON COME TO
KNOW.} [SURAT AL-‘ANKABUT: 65-66]



Chapter on the Belief in Allah's Divinity

We believe that Allah is the only God, and none is worthy of being
worshiped other than Him, alone, with no partner; that He is the
Truth and all what they invoke beside Him is false; and that this
great matter is the purpose for which Allah Almighty revealed the
books, sent the messengers, and created Paradise and Hellfire - and
it is established by the natural disposition and sound reasoning. We
know with certainty that the main thing to which the prophets
called their peoples was: to worship Allah Almighty alone and
abandon the worship of anything else. Our Lord says:
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{WE NEVER SENT BEFORE YOU [O PROPHET] ANY MESSENGER WITHOUT
REVEALING TO HIM THAT NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT ME, SO
WORSHIP ME.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA”: 25] He also says:
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{INDEED, WE SENT TO EVERY COMMUNITY A MESSENGER, [SAYING]: "WORSHIP
ALLAH AND SHUN FALSE GODS."} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 36] And He says:
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{AsK THOSE OF OUR MESSENGERS WHOM WE SENT BEFORE YOU: DiD WE
APPOINT GODS TO BE WORSHIPED BESIDES THE MOST COMPASSIONATE?} [SURAT

AZ-ZUKHRUF: 45] Every prophet - from the first, Nih, to the last,
Muhammad - said to their people: Worship Allah; you have no god



other than Him. Prophet Nih (peace be upon him) is quoted in the
Qur'an to have saying:
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{O MY PEOPLE, WORSHIP ALLAH; YOU HAVE NO GOD OTHER THAN HIM.} [SURAT
AL-A‘RAF: 59] And the last Prophet, Muhammad (May Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon him), was commanded as follows:
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{SAY [O PROPHET]: "I AM ONLY A WARNER, AND NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE
WORSHIPED EXCEPT ALLAH, THE ONE, THE SUBJUGATOR."} [SURAT SAD: 65]
Allah Almighty also says:

§) YOS5 e0m 8 Lo 550502l e (8 5A 53 ) &) VG &1 ALy,
[102 :alas¥]

{SUCH IS ALLAH, YOUR LORD; NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT
Him, THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS. SO WORSHIP HIM, FOR HE IS THE MIAINTAINER
OF ALL THINGS.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 102] This great matter is the purpose
for which Allah Almighty created the jinn and mankind. He says:
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{I HAVE NOT CREATED THE JINN AND MANKIND EXCEPT TO WORSHIP ME.} [SURAT
ADH-DHARIYAT: 56] Worship means: to believe in Allah as the only true
God. Commenting on this verse, Al-Bukhari (May Allah have mercy
upon him) said: "I have not created the blissful from the two parties
except that they should believe in My oneness." [It is reported in Al-
Bukhari like this, without attribution (6/49); lbn Hajar mentioned in
Al-Fat'h that it was said by Al-Farra’ (8/600)]. Ibn ‘Abbas (May Allah



be pleased with him) reported: When the Prophet (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) sent Mu‘adh ibn Jabal to the
people of Yemen, he said to him: "Indeed, you are going to a nation
from the people of the book. So, let the first thing to which you
invite them is to believe in the oneness of Allah Almighty."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1458) and Muslim (19)] Al-Bukhari (May
Allah have mercy upon him) organized a chapter on this entitled:
Chapter on what is reported regarding the Prophet calling his
Ummabh to believe in the oneness of Allah Almighty True worship is
that which is sincerely devoted to Allah, the Lord of all the worlds,
and done in accordance with the Prophet's guidance. Indeed, the
worship of any other deity is false and void. Allah, Exalted be He,
says:
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{THAT IS BECAUSE IT IS ALLAH WHO IS THE TRUTH AND WHATEVER THEY INVOKE
BESIDES HIM IS FALSEHOOD.} [SURAT AL-HAJ: 62] "There is no god but
Allah" means: No one is truly worthy of being worshiped except
Allah - as indicated by the verse above. Belief in Allah alone and
worshiping Him apart from all else is the meaning of the phrase
"there is no god but Allah." This noble phrase negates the
worthiness of worship from any deity other than Allah. And it
negates divinity from any deity other than Allah and affirms true
divinity to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, emphasizing that true
worship should only be devoted to Him alone. This phrase occurs in
the Qur'an many times, both literally and with its meaning which
involves negation and affirmation, like the verse that says:
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{INDEED, WE SENT TO EVERY COMMUNITY A MESSENGER, [SAYING]: "WORSHIP
ALLAH AND SHUN FALSE GODS."} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 36] In another verse,
Allah Almighty says:
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{WORSHIP ALLAH AND DO NOT ASSOCIATE ANY PARTNERS WITH HiM.} [SURAT
AN-NIsA”: 36] This main pillar and firm foundation of the religion of
Allah - i.e. affirming divinity to Allah alone and negating worship
from any other deity - is the mainstay of the religion and the core of
the messengers' mission. It means devotion of the acts of created
beings solely to their Creator. This issue is hardly absent from any
surah of the Qur’an. Allah Almighty established the argument
against mankind with numerous proofs and signs to be counted or
encompassed. The greatest proof among them is Allah's testimony.
In the Qur'an, He says:
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{SAY: "WHOSE TESTIMONY IS THE GREATEST?" SAY: "ALLAH IS [THE] WITNESS
BETWEEN ME AND YOU. THIS QUR’AN HAS BEEN REVEALED TO ME SO THAT | MAY
WARN YOU THEREBY AND WHOMSOEVER IT REACHES. DO YOU REALLY BEAR
WITNESS THAT THERE ARE OTHER GODS BESIDES ALLAH?" SAY: "I DO NOT BEAR
SUCH WITNESS.” SAY: "INDEED, HE 1S ONE GOD, AND | DISOWN ALL THAT YOU
ASSOCIATE [WITH HIiM]."} [SURAT AL-AN‘Am: 19] Allah Almighty bore
witness, and so did the noblest of His creation, namely the angels
and the people of knowledge. They bore witness to the greatest
thing ever to be witnessed, i.e. Allah's oneness and divinity. Allah,
Exalted be He, says:
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{ALLAH TESTIFIES THAT NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM, AS
DO THE ANGELS AND PEOPLE OF KNOWLEDGE; HE IS THE UPHOLDER OF JUSTICE.
NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM, THE ALL-MIGHTY, THE ALL-
WIse.} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 18] So, the angels and the people of
knowledge bore the same witness as Allah bore for Himself:
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{AND SUFFICIENT IS ALLAH AS A WITNESS.} [SURAT AN-NIsA”: 79] Allah uses
as an argument against His servants that He is the Creator of
everything that exists; and He renders every sign in the universe a
witness that He alone is worthy of divinity and worship. Hence, He
often asks them in the Qur'an about this matter and cites their
acknowledgement that He is the Creator, the Provider, and the One
Who gives life and causes death; then, He criticizes them for not
worshiping Him or for worshiping something along with Him. Allah
Almighty says:
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{IF YOU ASK THEM WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH AND SUBJECTED THE
SUN AND MOON, THEY WILL SURELY SAY: 'ALLAH.' HOW ARE THEY THEN DELUDED?
ALLAH EXTENDS PROVISION TO WHOM HE WILLS OF HIS SLAVES OR RESTRICTS IT.
INDEED, ALLAH IS ALL-KNOWING OF EVERYTHING. IF YOU ASK THEM WHO SENDS
DOWN RAIN FROM THE SKY, THEN REVIVES THEREWITH THE LAND AFTER ITS DEATH,
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THEY WILL SURELY SAY: 'ALLAH'. SAY: “ALL PRAISE IS FOR ALLAH." BUT MOST OF
THEM DO NOT UNDERSTAND. } [SURAT AL-ANKABUT: 61-63] He Almighty also
says:
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{IF YOU ASK THEM, “WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH?”, THEY WILL
SURELY SAY: "THE ALL-MIGHTY, THE ALL-KNOWING CREATED THEM." IT IS HE
WHO SPREAD OUT THE EARTH FOR YOU, AND MADE THEREIN PATHWAYS FOR YOU,
SO THAT YOU MAY FIND YOUR WAY. AND IT IS HE WHO SENDS DOWN RAIN FROM
THE SKY IN DUE MEASURE, BY WHICH WE REVIVE DEAD LAND. THIS IS HOW YOU
WILL BE BROUGHT FORTH [FROM THE GRAVE]. AND IT IS HE WHO CREATED ALL
TYPES OF THINGS, AND MADE FOR YOU SHIPS AND ANIMALS ON WHICH YOU RIDE.}
[SURAT AZ-ZUKHRUF: 9-12] As another argument, Allah Almighty makes
people acknowledge His favors upon them, which require them to
worship the One Who created and bestowed those favors. Our Lord
says:
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{SAY: "WHO PROVIDES FOR YOU FROM THE HEAVEN AND EARTH? OR WHO
OWNS [YOUR] HEARING AND SIGHT? WHO BRINGS FORTH THE LIVING FROM THE
DEAD AND THE DEAD FROM THE LIVING? WHO CONTROLS ALL THINGS?" THEY WILL
SAY: 'ALLAH." SAY: "DO YOU NOT THEN FEAR HIM? SUCH IS ALLAH, YOUR TRUE
LORD. WHAT IS BEYOND THE TRUTH EXCEPT FALSEHOOD? SO HOW COULD YOU BE
AVERTED [FROM THE TRUTH]?"} [SURAT YUNUS: 31-32] In the Qur’an, Allah
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Almighty often cites as an argument against mankind the signs of
His lordship that entail worshiping Him alone and the fact that the
Creator of these major cosmic signs is no one else but Him; and
since there is no creator other than Him, no one should be
worshiped along with Him. Therefore, He concludes the following
verses with the question: {IS THERE ANY GOD BESIDES ALLAH?}
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{Is HE [NOT BETTER] WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, AND SENT DOWN
FOR YOU RAIN FROM THE SKY, BY WHICH WE CAUSED TO GROW GARDENS OF
CHEERFUL BEAUTY? YOU COULD NEVER CAUSE THEIR TREES TO GROW. IS THERE ANY
GOD BESIDES ALLAH? NO, BUT THEY ARE PEOPLE WHO ASCRIBE EQUALS [TO
ALLAH]. IS HE [NOT BETTER] WHO MADE THE EARTH A STABLE PLACE TO LIVE, AND
CAUSED RIVERS TO FLOW THROUGH IT, AND PLACED THEREIN FIRM MOUNTAINS,
AND MADE A BARRIER BETWEEN TWO FLOWING BODIES OF WATER? IS THERE ANY
GOD BESIDES ALLAH? NO, BUT MOST OF THEM DO NOT KNOW. IS HE [NOT BETTER]
WHO RESPONDS TO THE DISTRESSED WHEN HE CALLS OUT TO HIM, AND WHO
RELIEVES SUFFERING, AND WHO MAKES YOU SUCCESSORS ON EARTH? IS THERE ANY
GOD BESIDES ALLAH? LITTLE IS IT THAT YOU TAKE HEED! Is HE [NOT BETTER] WHO
GUIDES YOU IN THE DEPTHS OF DARKNESS OF THE LAND AND SEA, AND WHO SENDS
THE WINDS AS HARBINGERS AHEAD OF HIS MERCY? IS THERE ANY GOD BESIDES
ALLAH? EXALTED IS ALLAH FAR ABOVE THE PARTNERS THEY ASSOCIATE WITH Him!}
[SURAT AN-NAML: 60-63] Moreover, He refers to some remarkable



created beings as a proof of His lordship that entails His divinity.
Allah Almighty says:
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{AMONG HIS SIGNS IS THAT HE CREATED YOU FROM DUST, THEN YOU BECAME
HUMAN BEINGS SPREADING [ON THE EARTH]. AND AMONG HIS SIGNS IS THAT HE
CREATED FOR YOU SPOUSES FROM AMONG YOURSELVES THAT YOU MAY FIND
COMFORT IN THEM, AND HE PLACED BETWEEN YOU LOVE AND MERCY. INDEED,
THERE ARE SIGNS IN THIS FOR PEOPLE WHO REFLECT. AND AMONG HIS SIGNS IS THE
CREATION OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, AND THE DIVERSITY OF YOUR TONGUES
AND COLORS. INDEED, THERE ARE SIGNS IN THIS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE
KNOWLEDGE. AND AMONG HIS SIGNS IS YOUR SLEEP BY NIGHT AND DAY, AND YOUR
SEEKING OF HIS BOUNTY [BY DAY]. INDEED, THERE ARE SIGNS IN THIS FOR PEOPLE
WHO LISTEN. AND AMONG HIS SIGNS IS THAT HE SHOWS YOU LIGHTNING, CAUSING
FEAR AND HOPE, AND HE SENDS DOWN WATER FROM THE SKY, REVIVING
THEREWITH THE EARTH AFTER ITS DEATH. INDEED, THERE ARE SIGNS IN THIS FOR
PEOPLE WHO UNDERSTAND. AND AMONG HIS SIGNS IS THAT THE SKY AND EARTH
ARE MAINTAINED BY HIS COMMAND. THEN WHEN HE CALLS YOU OUT OF THE



EARTH, YOU WILL IMMEDIATELY COME FORTH. TO HIM BELONG ALL THOSE WHO
ARE IN THE HEAVENS AND EARTH; ALL ARE DEVOTEDLY OBEDIENT TO HIM. IT IS HE
WHO ORIGINATES THE CREATION THEN REPEATS IT, WHICH IS EASIER FOR HIM. TO
HIM BELONG THE MOST SUBLIME ATTRIBUTES IN THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, AND HE
IS THE ALL-MIGHTY, THE ALL-WISE. HE MAKES THIS COMPARISON FOR YOU FROM
YOUR OWN LIVES: DO YOU HAVE AMONG YOUR SLAVES ANY PARTNERS WHO
EQUALLY SHARE WITH YOU WHATEVER WEALTH WE HAVE GIVEN YOU, SO YOU ARE
FEARING THEM AS YOU FEAR ONE ANOTHER? THIS IS HOW WE MAKE THE VERSES
CLEAR FOR PEOPLE WHO UNDERSTAND. IN FACT, THE WRONGDOERS FOLLOW THEIR
OWN DESIRES WITHOUT ANY KNOWLEDGE. WHO CAN GUIDE THOSE WHOM ALLAH
CAUSED TO STRAY? THEY WILL HAVE NO HELPERS.} [SURAT AR-RUM: 20-29] He
commences each of those verses with {And among His signs}; that's
among the cosmic signs that point to His lordship which entails His
divinity - they are the signs He mentioned. Then He gives this
parable to those who equate Him with any of His creation: "Would
anyone of you share his house and wife with his slave? Likewise,
Allah Almighty would not accept that anyone of His servants be
treated as an equal to Him." These are the words of Qatadah. [Tafsir
At-Tabari (20/95)] Then, concluding the verses, He makes clear that
the sound natural disposition calls for worshiping Him alone. He
says:
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{ADHERE SINCERELY TO THE TRUE RELIGION IN ALL UPRIGHTNESS. THIS IS THE
NATURAL DISPOSITION WITH WHICH ALLAH HAS CREATED MANKIND. THERE IS NO
CHANGE IN ALLAH’S CREATION. THIS IS THE STRAIGHT RELIGION, BUT MOST PEOPLE
DO NOT KNOW.} [SURAT AR-RUM: 30] Allah Almighty diversified the signs
He put as proofs of His divinity in a way that establishes the



argument and makes the truth clear; thus, people would not have
any argument against their Lord. As He uses conclusive arguments,
obvious proofs, and amazing signs that prove to people that He is
the only God, He also provides examples and comparisons, clarifying
the truth. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{AND ALLAH MAKES A COMPARISON OF TWO MEN, ONE OF THEM IS DUMB AND
UNABLE TO DO ANYTHING, AND HE IS A BURDEN TO HIS MASTER; WHEREVER HE
DIRECTS HIM, HE BRINGS NO GOOD. IS HE EQUAL TO THE ONE WHO ENJOINS JUSTICE
AND FOLLOWS A STRAIGHT PATH?} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 76] Commenting on this
verse, lbn Jarir said: "This is a comparison Allah Almighty made for
Himself and the deities worshiped besides Him. He says: {AND ALLAH
MAKES A COMPARISON OF TWO MEN, ONE OF THEM IS DUMB AND UNABLE TO DO
ANYTHING.} By this, He means idols, which cannot hear or speak,
because they are made of wood or copper; they cannot benefit
those who serve them or protect them from harm. {AND HE IS A
BURDEN TO HIS MASTER.} He says: He is dependent upon his cousins,
allies, and guardians. Likewise, an idol is a burden to those who
worship it. They need to carry it, place it somewhere, and serve it.
This is like a dumb person who cannot do anything and is a burden
to his relatives and others. {WHEREVER HE DIRECTS HIM, HE BRINGS NO
GooD.} He says: In whatever direction he leads him, he does not
bring any good, for he does not understand what is said to him and
cannot express himself or say what he wants; he does not
understand and is not understood. The same holds true for an idol;
it does not understand what is said to it and so it cannot take any
order; neither can it speak, and so it cannot give any command or
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prohibition. {Is he equal to the one who enjoins justice?} In other
words, is the dumb slave who is a burden to his master, who brings
no good wherever he is directed, equal to the one who speaks and
commands what is right and calls to it, i.e. Allah, the One, the
Superb Vanquisher, Who calls His servants to obey Him and worship
Him alone? He says: Not equal is Him, Exalted be He, and the idol
whose condition has been described." [Tafsir At-Tabari (17/262)]
Allah Almighty gave another example about the god of falsehood
and the God of the truth, as stated by Mujahid. [Tafsir At-Tabari
(21/285)] Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{ALLAH MAKES A COMPARISON OF A SLAVE OWNED BY SEVERAL QUARRELSOME
MASTERS, AND A SLAVE OWNED BY ONLY ONE MASTER. ARE THEY EQUAL IN
COMPARISON? ALL PRAISE BE TO ALLAH. BUT MOST OF THEM DO NOT KNOW.}
[SURAT Az-ZUMAR: 29] This issue - namely the acknowledgement of
Allah's oneness and testifying that Muhammad is His Messenger - is
the criterion Allah Almighty laid down for protecting people's blood
and life. In the Qur'an, He says:
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{THEN WHEN THE [FOUR] SACRED MONTHS ARE OVER, KILL THE POLYTHEISTS
WHEREVER YOU FIND THEM, SEIZE THEM, BESIEGE THEM AND LIE IN WAIT FOR THEM
ON EVERY ROUTE. BUT IF THEY REPENT, ESTABLISH PRAYERS AND GIVE ZAKAH, THEN
SET THEM FREE, FOR ALLAH IS ALL-FORGIVING, MOST MERCIFUL.} [SURAT AT-
TAwBAH: 5] He also says:
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{YET IF THEY REPENT, ESTABLISH PRAYER, AND GIVE ZAKAH, THEN THEY ARE YOUR
BROTHERS IN FAITH.} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 11] Ibn ‘Umar (May Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "l have been ordered to fight
the people until they testify that none is worthy of being worshiped
except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,
establish prayer, and give Zakah. If they do so, then their wealth and
blood are protected from me except through the right of Islam, and
their reckoning is with Allah." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1399, 7284),
Muslim (20), Abu Dawiad (1556), At-Tirmidhi (2607), and An-Nasa’i
(2443)] It is not sufficient that faith reside in the heart, but it should
also be uttered by the tongue and acted upon by the body organs.
Hence, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "I have been ordered to fight the people until they say 'none is
worthy of being worshiped except Allah"." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(25) and Muslim (22)] Faith is not true unless it is acted upon by the
body parts. Our Lord says:
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{THE TRUE BELIEVERS ARE THOSE WHOSE HEARTS ARE FILLED WITH AWE WHEN
ALLAH IS MENTIONED, AND THEIR FAITH INCREASES WHEN HIS VERSES ARE RECITED
TO THEM, AND THEY PUT THEIR TRUST ONLY IN THEIR LORD; THOSE WHO ESTABLISH
PRAYER AND SPEND OUT OF WHAT WE HAVE PROVIDED FOR THEM. SUCH ARE THE
TRUE BELIEVERS; THEY WILL HAVE HIGH RANKS WITH THEIR LORD, AND
FORGIVENESS AND AN HONORABLE PROVISION.} [SURAT AL-ANFAL: 2-4] In
another verse, Allah Almighty says:
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{IT 1S NOT RIGHTEOUSNESS TO TURN YOUR FACES TOWARDS THE EAST OR THE
WEST, BUT RIGHTEOUSNESS IS TO BELIEVE IN ALLAH, THE LAST DAY, THE ANGELS,
THE SCRIPTURES, AND THE PROPHETS; AND TO GIVE CHARITY OUT OF ONE’S
CHERISHED WEALTH TO RELATIVES, ORPHANS, THE NEEDY, THE WAYFARER,
BEGGARS, AND TO FREE SLAVES; TO ESTABLISH PRAYER AND GIVE ZAKAH; TO FULFILL
THE RATIFIED PLEDGES; TO BE PATIENT AT TIMES OF HARDSHIP, ADVERSITY, AND
DURING THE BATTLE. SUCH ARE THE TRUE BELIEVERS, AND SUCH ARE THE
RIGHTEOUS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 177] The Prophet (May Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever amongst you sees an
evil should change it with his hand; if he is unable to do so, then
with his tongue; and if he is unable to do so, then with his heart;
and that is the weakest form of faith." [Narrated by Muslim (49),
Abu Dawid (1140), At-Tirmidhi (2172), An-Nasa’i (5008), and lbn
Majah (1275)] This Hadith indicates that there are varying degrees
of faith in the heart. Along with belief in Allah, there must be
disbelief in false deities. Allah, Glorified be He, says: {WHOEVER
REJECTS TAGHUT [FALSE GODS] AND BELIEVES IN ALLAH, HAS INDEED GRASPED THE
STRONG HANDHOLD THAT NEVER BREAKS. AND ALLAH IS ALL-HEARING, ALL-
KNOWING.} It is as the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) stated in his response to Jibril when he asked him about
ihsan. He said: "Tell me about ihsan." He replied: "It is to worship
Allah as if you can see Him; if you cannot see Him, He sees you."
‘Umar added: Then, he left, and | waited for a short while, after
which the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)



said to me: "O ‘Umar, do you know who the questioner was?" | said:
"Allah and His Messenger know best." He said: "That was Jibril; he
came to teach you your religion." [Narrated by Muslim (8), Abu
Dawud (4695), At-Tirmidhi (2610), An-Nasa’i (4990), and lbn Majah
(63)] Our Lord states that the followers of this true religion will go to
Paradise, with their different degrees and ranks, and whether they
are people of Islam, Iman, or ihsan. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{THE BOOK THAT WE HAVE REVEALED TO YOU [O PROPHET] IS THE TRUTH,
CONFIRMING THAT WHICH CAME BEFORE IT. INDEED, ALLAH IS ALL-AWARE AND
ALL-SEEING OF HIs SLAVES. THEN WE MADE TO INHERIT THE BOOK THOSE WHOM
WE HAVE CHOSEN FROM AMONG OUR SLAVES. BUT AMONG THEM ARE SOME WHO
WRONG THEMSELVES, SOME FOLLOW A MIDDLE COURSE, AND SOME ARE
FOREMOST IN GOOD DEEDS WITH ALLAH’S PERMISSION. THAT IS THE GREAT
BOUNTY. THEY WILL ENTER GARDENS OF ETERNITY; THEY WILL BE ADORNED
THEREIN WITH BRACELETS OF GOLD AND PEARLS, AND THEIR GARMENTS WILL BE OF
SILK. AND THEY WILL SAY: "ALL PRAISE BE TO ALLAH WHO HAS TAKEN AWAY FROM
US ALL SORROW. INDEED, OUR LORD IS ALL-FORGIVING, MOST APPRECIATIVE."}
[SURAT FATIR: 31-34] Chapter on the Command to Adhere to the
Sunnah and Hold onto It There are many verses and Hadiths that
urge us to adhere to the Sunnah, hold onto it, warn us against
opposing it, and forbid us from disunity and conflict. Allah Almighty
says:
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{INDEED, IN THE MESSENGER OF ALLAH YOU HAVE AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE FOR
THOSE WHO LOOK FORWARD TO ALLAH AND THE LAST DAY, AND REMEMBER ALLAH
MUCH.} [SURAT AL-AHZAB: 21] He also says:
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{THOSE WHO HAVE MADE DIVISIONS IN THEIR RELIGION AND TURNED INTO
FACTIONS, YOU HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THEM.} [SURAT AL-AN'AM : 159]
And the verse that says:
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{RATHER, ALLAH RAISED HIM UP TO HIMSELF, AND ALLAH IS ALL-MIGHTY, ALL-
WIsE.} [SURAT AN-NISA”: 158] And the verse that says:
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{GLORY BE TO THE ONE WHO TOOK HIS SLAVE [MUHAMMAD] BY NIGHT FROM
THE SACRED MOSQUE [IN MAKKAH] TO THE AQSA MOSQUE [IN JERUSALEM]
WHOSE SURROUNDINGS WE HAVE BLESSED, SO THAT WE MAY SHOW HIM SOME OF
OUR SIGNS. INDEED, HE IS THE ALL-HEARING, THE ALL-SEEING.} [SURAT AL-ISRA”:
1] And the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "When Allah completed the creation, He wrote with His Hand
concerning Himself, that: My mercy overcame - or preceded - My
anger. It is with Him over the Throne." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(7553), Muslim (2751), At-Tirmidhi (3543), and lbn Majah (189)]
Mu‘awiyah ibn al-Hakam as-Sulami (May Allah be pleased with him)



reported: While | was praying with the Messenger of Allah (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him), a man in our company
sneezed. | said: "May Allah have mercy upon you!" The people
stared at me with disapproving looks. So, | said: "Woe to me, why
are you staring at me?" They began to strike their hands on their
thighs, and when | saw them urging me to observe silence, | became
angry but | said nothing. When the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) finished the prayer, | declared
that neither before him nor after him have | seen a leader who gave
better instruction than him for whom | would give my father and
mother as ransom. | swear that he did not scold, beat, or revile me -
he said: "Talking to people is not fitting during the prayer, for it
consists of glorifying Allah, declaring His greatness, and recitation of
the Qur’an." | said: "O Messenger of Allah, | had been until recently
a pagan, but Allah has brought Islam to us; among us there are men
who have recourse to diviners." He said: "Do not have recourse to
them." | said: "There are men who take omens." He said: "That is
something they find in their breasts, but it does not turn them
away." | said: "Among us there are men who draw lines." He said:
"There was a prophet who drew lines; so if they do it as he did, this
is permissible." | had a maid-servant who tended goats by the side
of Uhud and Jawwaniyyah. One day | happened to pass by that way
and found that a wolf had carried a goat from her flock. | am after
all a man from the posterity of Adam. | get angry as they (human
beings) get angry. So, | slapped her, after which | went to the
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him),
having a feeling that this is something grave. | said: "O Messenger of
Allah, should | set her free?" He said: "Bring her to me." So, |
brought her to him. He said to her: "Where is Allah?" She said: "He
is in the heaven." He said: "Who am [?" She said: "You are the
oMy,

s

= 157 &

N

A N
BN



Messenger of Allah." Thereupon, he said: "Set her free, for she is a
believer." [Narrated by Muslim (537), Abu Dawad (930), and An-
Nasa’i (1218)] [Surat as-Saffat: 35-36] He should submit and comply.
Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{WHOEVER SUBMITS HIMSELF TO ALLAH AND DOES GOOD, HE HAS CERTAINLY
GRASPED THE FIRMEST HANDHOLD.} [SURAT LUQMAN: 22] He should be
truthful in his words, deeds, and belief in order for him to attain the
reward about which the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon him) gave glad tidings, in the Hadith that reads: "There is
no one who bears witness that none has the right to be worshiped
except Allah and that Muhammad is His messenger, sincerely from
his heart, except that Allah will forbid him to Hellfire." [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari (128) and Muslim (32)] He should love this religion, the
One Who legislated it, the one who came with it, and those who
follow it. Allah Almighty says:
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{AND AMONG PEOPLE THERE ARE SOME WHO TAKE OTHERS AS EQUALS TO
ALLAH: THEY LOVE THEM AS THEY SHOULD LOVE ALLAH. BUT THOSE WHO BELIEVE
ARE STRONGER IN THEIR LOVE FOR ALLAH.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 165] And the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "None
of you truly believes until | am dearer to him than his children, his
father, and all people." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (15), Muslim (44),
An-Nasa’i (5013), and lIbn Majah (67)] In another Hadith, the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "There



are three qualities. Whoever possesses them will taste the
sweetness of faith: to consider Allah and His Messenger dearer to
him than everything else; to love a man for Allah's sake alone; and
to hate to return to disbelief after Allah has rescued him therefrom
as much as he hates to be cast into Hellfire." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (16), Muslim (43), At-Tirmidhi (2624), An-Nasa’i (4987), and
Ibn Majah (4033)] As Allah clarified the reality of faith and its
requirements and pillars, He also cleared the suspicions raised by
obstinate polytheists and pointed out that they have no valid
justification for their polytheism, for these presumed equals are
created beings, who cannot create anything and have no power
over even an atom's weight in the heavens or on earth. Allah
Almighty says:
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{DO THEY ASCRIBE TO HIM PARTNERS THOSE WHO CANNOT CREATE ANYTHING,
BUT ARE THEMSELVES CREATED? THEY CANNOT HELP THEM, NOR CAN THEY HELP
THEMSELVES. |F YOU CALL THEM TO GUIDANCE, THEY WILL NOT FOLLOW YOU; IT IS
THE SAME WHETHER YOU CALL THEM OR REMAIN SILENT. THOSE WHOM YOU
SUPPLICATE TO BESIDES ALLAH ARE SLAVES LIKE YOU; SUPPLICATE TO THEM AND LET
THEM RESPOND TO YOU IF YOU ARE TRUTHFUL. DO THEY HAVE FEET TO WALK
WITH? OR HANDS TO GRASP WITH? OR EYES TO SEE WITH? OR EARS TO HEAR



WITH? SAY [O PROPHET]: "CALL YOUR IDOLS THEN CONSPIRE AGAINST ME AND

GIVE ME NO RESPITE! MY PROTECTOR IS ALLAH WHO HAS SENT DOWN THE BOOK,

FOR IT IS HE WHO PROTECTS THE RIGHTEOUS. BUT THOSE WHOM YOU SUPPLICATE

BESIDES HIM CANNOT HELP YOU, NOR CAN THEY HELP THEMSELVES." IF YOU CALL

THEM TO GUIDANCE, THEY DO NOT HEAR, AND YOU SEE THEM LOOKING AT YOU,

BUT THEY DO NOT SEE.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 191-198] Allah Almighty also

says:
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{Say: "CALL UPON THOSE WHOM YOU CLAIM [TO BE GODS] BESIDES ALLAH.
THEY DO NOT HAVE EVEN AN ATOM’S WEIGHT OF AUTHORITY IN THE HEAVENS OR
ON EARTH, NOR DO THEY HAVE ANY SHARE IN EITHER OF THEM, NOR IS ANY OF
THEM A HELPER TO ALLAH." NO INTERCESSION WILL BE OF ANY BENEFIT BEFORE
HIM, EXCEPT FOR THOSE WHOM HE GAVE PERMISSION}. [SURAT SABA’: 22-23].
This verse cuts off all ties with polytheism. The Almighty Lord also
maintained that those equals, who are worshiped besides Allah, do
not hear the call of those who call upon them; and even if they were
to hear it, they would not be able to respond; and on the Day of
Judgment, they would reject their polytheism and disavow them.
He, Exalted be He, says:
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{IF YOU CALL UPON THEM, THEY CANNOT HEAR YOUR CALL, AND EVEN IF THEY
WERE TO HEAR, THEY COULD NOT RESPOND TO YOU. ON THE DAY OF
RESURRECTION THEY WILL DISOWN YOUR ASSOCIATING THEM AS PARTNERS WITH
ALLAH. AND NONE CAN INFORM YOU LIKE THE ALL-AWARE.} [SURAT FATIR: 14]



He also made clear that those equals who are worshiped besides
Allah cannot bring about any benefit or cause any harm; so, how
could they be worshiped? Allah Almighty says:
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{THEY HAVE TAKEN BESIDES HIM OTHER GODS WHO CAN CREATE NOTHING BUT
ARE THEMSELVES CREATED. NOR DO THEY HAVE POWER TO HARM OR BENEFIT
THEMSELVES, NOR DO THEY HAVE POWER TO CAUSE DEATH, GIVE LIFE OR
RESURRECT THE DEAD.} [SURAT AL-FURQAN: 3] Our Lord also pointed out
that those equals cannot provide for their followers. In the Qur'an,
He says:
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{THEY WORSHIP BESIDES ALLAH THOSE WHO HAVE NOTHING TO PROVIDE FOR
THEM FROM THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, NOR ARE THEY CAPABLE OF DOING SO.}
[SURAT AN-NAHL: 73] So, how could they worship those who cannot
provide for them or do any good or harm and have no power over
anything? As an argument, He said that whenever they suffer any
harm or distress, they turn to Allah Almighty alone for help,
devoting their religion sincerely to Him, and if He rescues them, they
turn back to their disbelief. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{WHEN THEY BOARD A SHIP, THEY SUPPLICATE TO ALLAH, DEVOTING THEIR FAITH
SINCERELY TO HiM. BUT AS SOON AS HE RESCUES THEM TO THE LAND, THEY
ASSOCIATE PARTNERS WITH HiM.} [SURAT AL-‘ANKABUT: 65] As Allah refuted
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the claim of polytheists with regard to taking equals to Him, He also
refuted any other claim that He has taken a son. Our Lord says:
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{ALLAH HAS NEVER BEGOTTEN A SON, NOR IS THERE ANY GOD BESIDES HiMm.
OTHERWISE, EACH GOD WOULD HAVE TAKEN AWAY WHAT HE HAD CREATED, AND
EACH WOULD HAVE TRIED TO GAIN SUPREMACY OVER THE OTHER. GLORY BE TO
ALLAH FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASCRIBE TO HIM!} [SURAT AL-MU’MINOUN: 91] He
also says:

1] 4V Y& shomi Ui (01 G0 4 (AT "*mm\ilf&g\;h&gg\s;%
[22

{IF THERE HAD BEEN GODS BESIDES ALLAH IN THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, BOTH
REALMS WOULD HAVE FALLEN IN DISORDER. GLORY BE TO ALLAH — LORD OF THE
THRONE — FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASCRIBE [TO Him].} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA’: 22]
Allah Almighty stated that the Jews and Christians claimed that He
had a son. In the Qur'an, He says:
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{THE JEWS SAY, "EZRA IS THE SON OF ALLAH," AND THE CHRISTIANS SAY: "THE
MESSIAH IS THE SON OF ALLAH." THESE ARE MERE WORDS THAT THEY UTTER,
IMITATING THE WORDS OF THE DISBELIEVERS BEFORE THEM. MAY ALLAH RUIN
THEM; HOW CAN THEY BE DELUDED?} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 30] He refuted
their disbelief at its very core. How could a human being who eats
food become a god! A god would not eat or drink or need anything
as needed by humans. Allah Almighty says:
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{THE MESSIAH, SON OF MARY, WAS NO MORE THAN A MESSENGER. THERE WERE
MESSENGERS WHO PASSED AWAY BEFORE HIM, AND HIS MOTHER WAS A WOMAN
OF TRUTH; THEY BOTH ATE FOOD. SEE HOW WE MAKE OUR SIGNS CLEAR TO THEM,
YET SEE HOW THEY ARE DELUDED! SAY: "DO YOU WORSHIP BESIDES ALLAH THAT
WHICH CAN NEITHER HARM NOR BENEFIT YOU?! AND ALLAH IS THE ALL-HEARING,
THE ALL-KNOWING."} [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 75-76] Moreover, Allah
Almighty rejected the worship of angels, pointing out that they,
although close to Allah, cannot intercede for anyone without His
permission. In the Qur'an, He says:
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{HOW MANY ANGELS THERE ARE IN THE HEAVENS WHOSE INTERCESSION WILL BE
OF NO AVAIL EXCEPT AFTER ALLAH’S PERMISSION TO WHOM HE WILLS AND
PLEASES.} [SURAT AN-NAJM: 26] They fear their Lord above them. Allah,
the Exalted, says:
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{TO ALLAH PROSTRATES ALL THAT IS IN THE HEAVENS AND ON EARTH OF LIVING
THINGS, AND SO DO THE ANGELS; AND THEY DO NOT SHOW ARROGANCE. THEY FEAR

THEIR LORD ABOVE THEM, AND THEY DO WHAT THEY ARE COMMANDED.} [SURAT
AN-NAHL: 49-50] Allah Almighty also says:
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{THE MESSIAH WOULD NEVER DISDAIN TO BE A SLAVE OF ALLAH, NOR WOULD
THE NEAREST ANGELS TO HIM. THOSE WHO DISDAIN TO WORSHIP HIM AND ARE
ARROGANT. HE WILL GATHER THEM ALL TOGETHER BEFORE HIM.} [SURAT AN-
NisA’: 172] So, if this is the case, how could the angels be worshiped
besides Allah? And the prophets and messengers, despite their high
status in worldly life and the Hereafter, do not have power to
benefit or harm themselves; so what about others who are lower in
rank?! Allah Almighty points out that the prophets worshiped Him in
hope and fear; He says:
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{THEY USED TO HASTEN IN DOING GOOD DEEDS AND USED TO CALL UPON Us
WITH HOPE AND FEAR, AND THEY WERE HUMBLE BEFORE US.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA':
90] And He commanded the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) to say the following: And the verse that says:
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{WE HAVE SENT IT DOWN AS AN ARABIC QUR’AN SO THAT YOU MAY
UNDERSTAND.} [SURAT YUsUF: 2] And the verse that says:
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{THEY FEAR THEIR LORD ABOVE THEM, AND THEY DO WHAT THEY ARE
COMMANDED. } [SURAT AN-NAHL: 50] And the verse that says:



{I will take you and raise you up to Myself.}
[55 1) e JT] 4. & Sadl 55 ddsia ) L
[SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 55] And the verse that says:
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{BY WHICH THE ANGELS AND THE SPIRIT WILL ASCEND TO HIM ON A DAY THE
LENGTH OF WHICH IS FIFTY THOUSAND YEARS.} [SURAT AL-MA‘ARI: 4] And the
verse that says:
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{ALLAH 1S THE ONE WHO HAS CREATED SEVEN HEAVENS, AND LIKEWISE FOR THE
EARTH. THE COMMAND DESCENDS BETWEEN THEM SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW THAT
ALLAH 1S MOST CAPABLE OF ALL THINGS, AND THAT ALLAH HAS ENCOMPASSED
EVERYTHING IN KNOWLEDGE.} [SURAT AT-TALAQ: 12] And the verse that
says:
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{RATHER, ALLAH RAISED HIM UP TO HIMSELF, AND ALLAH IS ALL-MIGHTY, ALL-
WIsE.} [SURAT AN-NISA”: 158] And the verse that says:

4058 5 01 LT amtiall ) ol T sl 5 S “asiy s 500 o301 050
1zl 1] &) ol gl 53 23] Tile Gy 74551

{GLORY BE TO THE ONE WHO TOOK HIS SLAVE [MUHAMMAD] BY NIGHT FROM
THE SACRED MOSQUE [IN MAKKAH] TO THE AQSA MOSQUE [IN JERUSALEM]
WHOSE SURROUNDINGS WE HAVE BLESSED, SO THAT WE MAY SHOW HIM SOME OF
OUR SIGNS. INDEED, HE IS THE ALL-HEARING, THE ALL-SEEING.} [SURAT AL-ISRA":
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1] And the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "When Allah completed the creation, He wrote with His Hand
concerning Himself, that: My mercy overcame - or preceded - My
anger. It is with Him over the Throne." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(7553), Muslim (2751), At-Tirmidhi (3543), and Ibn Majah (189)]
Mu‘awiyah ibn al-Hakam as-Sulami (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported: While | was praying with the Messenger of Allah (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him), a man in our company
sneezed. | said: "May Allah have mercy upon you!" The people
stared at me with disapproving looks. So, | said: "Woe to me, why
are you staring at me?" They began to strike their hands on their
thighs, and when | saw them urging me to observe silence, | became
angry but | said nothing. When the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) finished the prayer, | declared
that neither before him nor after him have | seen a leader who gave
better instruction than him for whom | would ransom my father and
mother. | swear that he did not scold, beat, or revile me - he said:
"Talking to persons is not fitting during the prayer, for it consists of
glorifying Allah, declaring His greatness, and recitation of the
Qur’an." | said: "O Messenger of Allah, | had been a pagan until
recently, but Allah has brought Islam to us; among us there are men
who have recourse to diviners." He said: "Do not have recourse to
them." | said: "There are men who take omens." He said: "That is
something they find in their breasts, but it should not turn them
away." Ibn as-Sabbah said: "It should not turn you away." | said:
"Among us there are men who draw lines." He said: "There was a
prophet who drew lines; so if they do it as he did, this is
permissible." | had a slave-girl who tended goats by the side of
"Uhud and Al-Jawwaniyyah. One day | happened to pass by that way
and found that a wolf taken away a goat from her flock. | am after



all a man from the posterity of Adam. | got angry as they (human
beings) get angry. So, | slapped her, after which | went to the
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him),
having a feeling that this is something grave. | said: "O Messenger of
Allah, should | set her free?" He said: "Bring her to me." So, |
brought her to him. He said to her: "Where is Allah?" She said: "He
is in the heaven." He said: "Who am [?" She said: "You are the
Messenger of Allah." Thereupon, he said: "Set her free, for she is a
believer." [Narrated by Muslim (537), Abu Dawud (930), and An-
Nasa’i (1218)]

Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said:

"Angels take turns among you by night and by day, and they all
assemble at the Fajr and ‘Asr prayers. Then those angels who spend
the night among you ascend, their Lord asks them, although He
knows best about them: 'How did you leave My servants?' They say:
'We left them while they were praying and we came to them while
they were praying."
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{WHOEVER SUBMITS HIMSELF TO ALLAH AND DOES GOOD, HE HAS CERTAINLY
GRASPED THE FIRMEST HANDHOLD.} [SURAT LuaMAN: 22] He should be
truthful in his words, deeds, and belief in order for him to attain the
reward about which the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) gave him glad tidings, in the Hadith that reads: "There
is no one who bears witness that none has the right to be worshiped
except Allah and that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger,
sincerely from his heart, except that Allah will forbid him to



Hellfire." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (128) and Muslim (32)] He should
love this religion, the One Who legislated it, the one who came with
it, and those who adopted it. Allah Almighty says:

& 3 G2 S0 inle T AR 245 i 1T T )53 0 S 0 BT im0
[165 13 2]

{AND AMONG PEOPLE THERE ARE SOME WHO TAKE OTHERS AS EQUALS TO
ALLAH: THEY LOVE THEM AS THEY SHOULD LOVE ALLAH. BUT THOSE WHO BELIEVE
ARE STRONGER IN THEIR LOVE FOR ALLAH.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 165] And the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "None
of you truly believes until | am dearer to him than his children, his
father, and all people." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (15), Muslim (44),
An-Nasa’i (5013), and lbn Majah (67)] In another Hadith, the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "There
are three qualities anyone who possesses them will taste the
sweetness of faith: to consider Allah and His Messenger dearer to
him than everything else; to love a man for Allah's sake alone; and
to hate to return to disbelief after Allah has rescued him therefrom
as much as he hates to be cast into Hellfire." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (16), Muslim (43), At-Tirmidhi (2624), An-Nasa’i (4987), and
Ibn Majah (4033)] As Allah clarified the reality of faith and its
requirements and pillars, He also refuted the suspicions raised by
obstinate polytheists and pointed out that they have no valid
justification for their polytheism, for these presumed equals are
created beings, who cannot create anything and have no power
even over an atom's weight in the heavens or the earth. Allah
Almighty says: {Do they ascribe to Him partners those who cannot
create anything, but are themselves created? They cannot help
them, nor can they help themselves. If you call them to guidance,



they will not follow you; it is the same whether you call them or
remain silent. Those whom you supplicate to besides Allah are
slaves like you; supplicate to them and let them respond to you if
you are truthful. Do they have feet to walk with? Or hands to grasp
with? Or eyes to see with? Or ears to hear with? Say [O Prophet]:
"Call your idols then conspire against me and give me no respite!
My Protector is Allah Who has sent down the Book, for it is He Who
protects the righteous. [Surat al-Qamar: 14] Nafi‘ ibn ‘Abdullah (May
Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Anti-Christ was mentioned
in the Prophet's presence, and he said: "Indeed, Allah is not
unknown to you; indeed, Allah is not one-eyed - pointing to his eye -
whereas the Anti-Christ is blind in the right eye and his eye looks like
a protruding grape." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7407), Muslim (169),
Abu Dawid (4757), and At-Tirmidhi (2241)] Among Allah's attributes
are "Living" and "Sustaining". He says:
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{ALLAH: NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM, THE EVER-LIVING,
ALL-SUSTAINING.} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 2] Allah's attributes also include
"Speech". He possessed the attribute of speech before creating the
creation and speaking to them. Our Lord's speech is linked to His
will; whenever He wills, He speaks. Allah's attribute of speech occurs
in the Qur'an in various ways. All that Allah informs about Himself,
giving any command or prohibition, denotes speech. An example is
the verse that reads:
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{INDEED, ALLAH ORDERS JUSTICE AND GOOD CONDUCT AND GIVING TO RELATIVES
AND FORBIDS IMMORALITY AND BAD CONDUCT AND OPPRESSION. HE ADMONISHES
YOU THAT YOU MAY BE REMINDED.} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 90] And everything He
informs about Himself that He said or says denotes speech, like the
verse that reads:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN ALLAH SAID: "O JESUS, | WILL TAKE YOU AND RAISE
YOU UP TO MYSELF."} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 55] And any verse in which
'informing' is ascribed to Allah, the Exalted, it establishes the
attribute of speech for Him, the Lord of all the worlds. An example is
the verse that says:
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{SHE sAID: "WHO INFORMED YOU OF THIS?" HE SAID: " WAS INFORMED BY THE
ALL-KNOWING, THE ALL-AWARE."} [SURAT AT-TAHRIM: 3] And any calling or
private conversation ascribed to Allah establishes the attribute of
speech for Him, the Lord of all the worlds, like in the verse that says:
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{WE CALLED HIM FROM THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE MOUNT TUR [IN SINAI] AND WE
BROUGHT HIM NEAR BY CONVERSING WITH HIM IN PRIVATE.} [SURAT MARYAM:
52] Any statement ascribed to Allah or any speech in the Qur'an by
which Allah is described establishes His attribute of speech. They
are too numerous to be counted. An example is His statement to
the angels. Allah Almighty says:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN YOUR LORD SAID TO THE ANGELS: "l AM GOING TO
APPOINT A VICEGERENT ON EARTH."} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 30] And He talked
to Adam:
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{WE sAID: "O ADAM, DWELL IN PARADISE, YOU AND YOUR WIFE; AND EAT
PLEASANTLY FROM WHEREVER YOU WISH."} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 35] And He
talked to Misa (peace be upon him):
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{HE sAID: "O MOSES, | HAVE CHOSEN YOU ABOVE OTHER PEOPLE, BY GIVING
YOU MY MESSAGES AND SPEAKING TO YOU."} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 144] Calling is
a form of our Lord's speech, as He called out to Ibrahim (peace be
upon him):
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{AND WE CALLED OUT TO HIM: “O ABRAHAM."} [SURAT AS-SAFFAT: 104]
Private conversation is another form of it, as He privately conversed
with Musa (peace be upon him):
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{WE CALLED HIM FROM THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE MOUNT TUR [IN SINAI] AND WE
BROUGHT HIM NEAR BY CONVERSING WITH HIM IN PRIVATE.} [SURAT MARYAM:
52] Commenting on this verse, lbn ‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased
with him) said: "Until he heard the creaking of the Pen." [Narrated
by Ibn Aby Shaybah (32506), Hannad in Az-Zuhd (149), ‘Abdullah ibn
Ahmad in As-Sunnah (1231), At-Tabari in At-Tafsir (15/559), and Al-
Hakim (3472)] As-Suddy said: {And We brought him near by
conversing with him in private.} He said: "He was admitted into
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heaven and spoken to." [Tafsir lbn Kathir (5/238) and Ad-Durr Al-
Manthr Fi At-Tafsir Al-Ma’thadr (5/515)] Angels can hear the speech
of Our Lord, as indicated by the verse that says:
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{UNTIL WHEN THEIR HEARTS ARE RELIEVED OF DREAD, THEY WILL SAY [TO THE
ANGELS]: "WHAT DID YOUR LORD JUST SAY?" THEY WILL SAY: "THE TRUTH, AND
HE 1S THE MosT HIGH, MosT GREAT."} [SURAT SABA’: 23] Masriq ibn
‘Abdullah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger
of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "When
Allah speaks to send revelation, the inhabitants of heaven hear the
clanging of a bell from the heavens like a chain being dragged across
a rock, and they swoon. They continue to remain like that until Jibril
comes to them. When he comes to them, they recover and say: 'O
Jibril, what did your Lord say?' He would say: 'The truth!" And they
would say: 'The truth, the truth." [Narrated by Abu Dawad (4738),
‘Uthman ibn Sa‘ld ad-Darimi in Ar-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah (158),
‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad in As-Sunnah (536), and Muhammad ibn Nasr
in Ta‘zhim Qadr As-Salah (217)] And He will speak to the creatures
on the Day of Judgment, as informed by the Prophet (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him): "There will be none among you
but his Lord will speak to him, and there will be no interpreter
between them nor a screen to screen Him." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(7443), Muslim (1016), At-Tirmidhi (2415), and lbn Majah (185)] The
creation will hear the speech of Allah Almighty on the Day of
Judgment, as related in a Hadith in which ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Onays (May
Allah be pleased with him) reported that he heard the Prophet (May
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) say: "Allah will gather the



creation and call them with a voice that will be heard by those
distant as it will be heard by those near, saying: ‘Il am the King, | am
the Recompenser.”" [Narrated by Al-Bukhari as mu‘allag (9/141),
and in Al-Adab Al-Mufrad (970), and in Khalqg Af‘al Al-Ibad (90), and
by Ahmad (16042)] We believe that Allah Almighty has screened
Himself from the creation; so, they cannot see Him in the life of this
world. And He speaks to whomever He wills from among His angels
and messengers (peace be upon them) from behind a screen. Allah,
the Exalted, says:
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{IT 1S NOT FOR A HUMAN BEING THAT ALLAH SHOULD SPEAK TO HIM EXCEPT
THROUGH REVELATION OR FROM BEHIND A VEIL, OR BY SENDING AN ANGEL-
MESSENGER TO REVEAL WHAT HE WILLS BY HIS PERMISSION. INDEED, HE IS MOST
HIGH, ALL-WISE.} [SURAT ASH-SHURA: 51] Abu Mdusa (May Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) stood one day amongst us and
delivered five words, saying: "Indeed, Allah Almighty does not sleep,
and it is not befitting for Him to sleep. He lowers the Scales and
raises them. The deeds done during the night are taken up to Him
before the deeds done during the day, and the deeds done during
the day before the deeds done during the night. His veil is light, and
if He were to remove it, the glory of His face would burn everything
of His creation as far as His sight reaches." [Narrated by Muslim
(179) and Ibn Majah (195)] Some of our Lord's speech is described
as being more recent than other speech. Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{WHENEVER NEW REVELATION COMES TO THEM FROM THEIR LORD, THEY LISTEN
TO IT IN JEST.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA”: 2] And some parts of it are more
excellent than others. Abu Sa‘ld al-Khudri (May Allah be pleased
with him) reported: A man heard another man reciting
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{SAY HE I1s ALLAH, THE ONE} repeatedly. The next morning, he came to
the Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him) and informed him about it, as if he thought that it was not
enough to recite. Thereupon, the Messenger (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "By the One in Whose Hand my soul is,
it is equal to one-third of the Qur’an." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(5013), Abu Dawid (1461), and An-Nasa’i (995)] Ibn ‘Abbas (May
Allah be pleased with him) reported: While the Messenger of Allah
(May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) was sitting with
Jibril, he heard a creaking sound above him. Jibril looked up and
said: "This is [the sound of] a gate that was opened in heaven today
and has never been opened but today." Then an angel descended
through it and came to the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) and said: "Rejoice at the good news of the
two lights that have been given to you such as no prophet before
you was given: Surat al-Fatihah and the concluding verses of Surat
al-Bagarah. You will not recite a letter from them except that you
will be given." [Narrated by Muslim (806) and An-Nasa’i (912)] The
Qur’an and all divine books revealed to Allah's messengers, such as
the Scrolls of Ibrahim and Musa (peace be upon them), the Torah,
the Gospel, and the Psalms, are all the word of Allah, and lJibril
heard them directly from Him and came down and conveyed them
to the prophets and messengers. The Torah is particularly



characterized by the fact that Allah revealed it written on the
Tablets. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{...WHICH THE TRUSTWORTHY SPIRIT [GABRIEL] HAS BROUGHT DOWN TO YOUR
HEART [O PROPHET] SO THAT YOU MAY BE ONE OF THE WARNERS.} [SURAT ASH-
SHU‘ARA’: 193-194] He also says:
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{SO BELIEVE IN ALLAH AND His MESSENGER, THE UNLETTERED PROPHET, WHO
BELIEVES IN ALLAH AND HIS WORDS, AND FOLLOW HIM, SO THAT YOU MAY BE
GUIDED.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 158] Allah's words and speech are not
created beings. That is why the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) sought refuge in Allah's words. In a Hadith,
he said: "Whoever lands somewhere and then says 'l seek refuge in
the perfect words of Allah from the evil of what He has created’,
nothing will harm him until he leaves that place.” [Narrated by
Muslim (2708), At-Tirmidhi (3437), and Ibn Majah (3547)] If Allah's
words were part of the creation, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon him) would not have sought refuge in them.
Indeed, Allah's speech is different from His creation. Do you not see
that "Allah has distinguished between His statement and His
creation? He says:
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{HIs IS THE CREATION AND THE COMMAND} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 54]. When He
says {His is the creation}, this necessarily includes all created beings



without exclusion; then, He mentions what is not part of the
creation, namely {THE commAND}. His command is His statement.
Blessed be Allah, the Lord of all the worlds, Whose speech is not a
creation." [Ar-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah by Imam Ahmad (224)] And
we differentiate between Allah's cosmic words, like in the verse that
says:
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{THERE WERE MESSENGERS REJECTED BEFORE YOU, BUT THEY ENDURED
PATIENTLY THEIR REJECTION AND PERSECUTION UNTIL OUR HELP CAME TO THEM.
NONE CAN CHANGE THE WORDS OF ALLAH. YOU HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED SOME
ACCOUNTS OF THOSE MESSENGERS.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 34] And the verse
that reads:
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{SAy: "IF THE OCEAN WERE INK FOR [WRITING] THE WORDS OF MY LORD, THE
OCEAN WOULD SURELY RUN DRY BEFORE THE WORDS OF MY LORD ARE FINISHED,
EVEN IF WE BROUGHT ITS LIKE TO RESUPPLY IT."} [SURAT AL-KAHF: 109] And His
Shar‘i speech that occurs in verses such as the following:
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{THE WORD OF YOUR LORD IS PERFECT IN TRUTHFULNESS AND JUSTICE; NONE
CAN CHANGE His WORDS, AND HE IS THE ALL-HEARING, THE ALL-KNOWING.}
[SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 115] And the verse that says:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN ABRAHAM WAS TESTED BY HIS LORD WITH CERTAIN
WORDS, WHICH HE FULFILLED.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 124] Imam Ad-Darimi
said: "No one denies the speech of Allah Almighty except those who
want to revoke what Allah Almighty revealed. How could He Who
enabled people to speak be unable to speak Himself?!" [Ar-Radd
‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah by Ad-Darimi (155)] Among the attributes of Allah
is Might. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{GLORY BE TO YOUR LORD, THE LORD OF MIGHT, FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY
ASCRIBE [TO Him].} [SURAT As-SAFFAT: 180] Allah Almighty also says:
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{WHOEVER SEEKS HONOR, THEN ALL HONOR BELONGS TO ALLAH ALONE.}
[SURAT FATIR: 10] Another of Allah's attributes is Subjugation. In the
Qur’an, He Almighty says:
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{AND NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT ALLAH, THE ONE, THE
SUBJUGATOR.} [SURAT SAD: 65] Allah's attributes also include Jabarat
(Grandeur), Malakdt (Dominion), Kibriya’ (Superiority), and ‘Azhama
(Majesty). The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him) used to say during rukd‘: "Glory be to the Owner of Grandeur,
Dominion, Superiority, and Majesty." [Narrated by Abu Dawud
(873), An-Nasa’i (1049), Ahmad (23980), At-Tirmidhi in Ash-Shama’il
(314), and Al-Bazzar (2750)] And the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Allah Almighty said: 'Superiority is My
robe, and majesty is My lower garment; whoever disputes with Me
over any of them, | will throw him into Hellfire."" [Narrated by Abu
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Dawdd (4090), Ibn Majah (4174), Al-Humaydi (1183), Ibn Abi
Shaybah (27111), and Ahmad (7382)] Among Allah's attributes are
Irada (Will) and Mashr’ah (Volition). He, Exalted be He, says:
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{ALLAH WANTS EASE FOR YOU AND DOES NOT WANT HARDSHIP FOR YOU.}
[SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 185] He Almighty also says:
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{BUT IT WAS ALLAH’S WILL TO ESTABLISH THE TRUTH BY HIs WORDS AND
EXTERMINATE THE DISBELIEVERS. } [SURAT AL-ANFAL: 7] And He says:
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{BUT YOU CANNOT WISH EXCEPT BY THE WILL OF ALLAH, THE LORD OF THE
WORLDS.} [SURAT AT-TAKWIR: 29] And among His attributes is Qudrah
(Capability). Allah Almighty says:
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{AMONG HIS SIGNS IS THE CREATION OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, AND WHAT
HE SPREAD BETWEEN THEM OF ALL LIVING CREATURES. AND HE 1S MosST CAPABLE

OF BRINGING THEM TOGETHER WHENEVER HE WILLS.} [SURAT ASH-SHORA: 29]
He also says:

[20 3800 ¢ ¥+ 5 et I ple T )L

{FOR ALLAH IS MOST CAPABLE OF ALL THINGS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 20] And
Mercy is one of His attributes. Allah, the Most Merciful and Most
Compassionate, says:
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{BUT MY MERCY ENCOMPASSES EVERYTHING.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 156] And He
Almighty says:
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{YOUR LORD HAS DECREED MERCY UPON HIMSELF.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 54]
Mercy is one of His attributes, which is ascribed to the Almighty
Lord as a trait that describes Him. Mercy may also occur in the
Qur'an and the Sunnah being ascribed to Allah, the Creator, as part
of His creation. An example is the verse that reads:
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{IT1s HE WHO SENDS THE WINDS AS HARBINGERS BEFORE HIS MERCY, AND WE
SEND DOWN FROM THE SKY PURE WATER.} [SURAT AL-FURQAN: 48] Abu
Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: | heard the
Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
say: "The day Allah created mercy, He created it as one hundred
parts of mercy." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6469), Muslim (2752), At-
Tirmidhi (3541), and lbn Majah (4293)] So, such mercy is a created
being and has been ascribed to its Creator.

Among Allah's attributes is ‘Ulow (Highness): Highness of Qahr
(power), Highness of Qadr (status), and Highness of dhat (essence).
In its three aspects, Highness is an attribute that indicates His
perfection. The noble Qur'an and the Sunnah, as well as the sound
reason and natural disposition, point to numerous forms of Allah's
highness. Every statement by Allah Almighty or His Messenger
describing Him as High or the Most High or referring to Him as being

179



in Highness does point to His highness. Likewise, the mention of
anything coming down from Him, like the revelation or the
command, that He will come on the Day of Judgment to judge
people, that He descends every night and on the eve of ‘Arafah, and
that angels come down do all point to His highness. Also, every
statement that describes Allah as being in the heaven, above the
heaven, or above the Throne, or that He rose over the Throne is a
proof of His highness. The same holds true for anything that
involves ascension to Allah Almighty: It signifies His highness.

This is also established by the fact that the angels fear their Lord
above them and they ascend to Him, that people's deeds are raised
up to Him, that He raised ‘Isa to Him, and that He took Prophet
Muhammad for the night journey and made him ascend to the
heavens. All this points to Allah's highness. In fact, the proofs for
Allah Almighty being exalted are too numerous to be easily counted.

The proofs include the verse that says:
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{TO HIM BELONGS ALL THAT IS IN THE HEAVENS AND ALL THAT IS ON EARTH, AND
HE 1S THE MoST HIGH, THE MOST GREAT.} [SURAT ASH-SHORA: 4] And the
verse that reads:
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{THAT IS BECAUSE IT IS ALLAH WHO IS THE TRUTH AND WHATEVER THEY INVOKE
BESIDES HIM IS FALSEHOOD, AND IT IS ALLAH WHO IS THE MOST HIGH, THE MOST
GREAT.} [SURAT AL-HAJJ: 62] And another verse that reads:
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{To HIM ASCEND GOOD WORDS, AND RIGHTEOUS DEEDS RAISE THEM.} [SURAT
FATIR: 10] And this verse that reads:
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{THis [QUR’AN] IS A BLESSED BOOK WHICH WE HAVE SENT DOWN, SO FOLLOW
IT AND FEAR ALLAH, SO THAT YOU MAY BE SHOWN MERCY.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM:
155] The creatures will hear the speech of Allah Almighty on the Day
of Judgment, as related in a Hadith in which ‘Abdullah ibn 'Onays
(May Allah be pleased with him) reported that he heard the Prophet
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) say: "Allah will
gather the creatures and call them with a voice that will be heard by
those distant as it will be heard by those near, saying: ‘l am the King,
| am the Recompenser.”” [Narrated by Al-Bukhari as mu‘allaq
(9/141), and in Al-Adab Al-Mufrad (970), and in Khalq Af‘al Al-lbad
(90), and by Ahmad (16042)] We believe that Allah Almighty has
screened Himself from the creation; so, they cannot see Him in the
life of this world. And He speaks to whomever He wills from among
His angels and messengers (peace be upon them) from behind a
screen. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{THEY FEAR THEIR LORD ABOVE THEM, AND THEY DO WHAT THEY ARE
COMMANDED.} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 50] And the verse that says:
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{I WILL TAKE YOU AND RAISE YOU UP TO MYSELF.} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 55] And
the verse that says:
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{BY WHICH THE ANGELS AND THE SPIRIT WILL ASCEND TO HIM ON A DAY THE
LENGTH OF WHICH IS FIFTY THOUSAND YEARS.} [SURAT AL-MA‘ARIJ: 4] And the
verse that says:
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{ALLAH 1S THE ONE WHO HAS CREATED SEVEN HEAVENS, AND LIKEWISE FOR THE
EARTH. THE COMMAND DESCENDS BETWEEN THEM SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW THAT
ALLAH IS MOST CAPABLE OF ALL THINGS, AND THAT ALLAH HAS ENCOMPASSED
EVERYTHING IN KNOWLEDGE.} [SURAT AT-TALAQ: 12] And the verse that
says:
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{RATHER, ALLAH RAISED HIM UP TO HIMSELF, AND ALLAH IS ALL-MIGHTY, ALL-
WIsE.} [SURAT AN-NISA”: 158] And the verse that says:
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{GLORY BE TO THE ONE WHO TOOK HIS SLAVE [MUHAMMAD] BY NIGHT FROM
THE SACRED MOSQUE [IN MAKKAH] TO THE AQSA MOSQUE [IN JERUSALEM]
WHOSE SURROUNDINGS WE HAVE BLESSED, SO THAT WE MAY SHOW HIM SOME OF
OUR SIGNS. INDEED, HE IS THE ALL-HEARING, THE ALL-SEEING.} [SURAT AL-ISRA”:
1] And the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "When Allah completed the creation, He wrote a book which is
with Him over the Throne: My mercy overcame - or preceded - My
anger." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7553), Muslim (2751), At-Tirmidhi
(3543), and lbn Majah (189)] Mu‘awiyah ibn al-Hakam as-Sulami



(May Allah be pleased with him) reported: While | was praying with
the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him), a man in our company sneezed. | said: "May Allah have mercy
upon you!" The people stared at me with disapproving looks. So, |
said: "Woe to me, why are you staring at me?" They began to strike
their hands on their thighs, and when | saw them urging me to
observe silence, (I became angry) but | said nothing. When the
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
had finished the prayer - and | declared that neither before him nor
after him have | seen a leader who gave better instruction than he
for whom | would give my father and mother as ransom. | swear
that he did not scold, beat, or revile me - he said: "Talking to
persons is not fitting during the prayer, for it consists of glorifying
Allah, declaring His greatness, and recitation of the Qur’an." | said:
"O Messenger of Allah, | have been until recently a pagan, but Allah
has brought Islam to us; among us there are men who have
recourse to diviners." He said: "Do not have recourse to them." |
said: "There are men who take omens." He said: "That is something
they find in their breasts, but it does not turn them away (from
freedom of action)." | said: "Among us there are men who draw
lines." He said: "There was a prophet who drew lines; so if they do it
as he did, this is permissible." | had a maid-servant who tended
goats by the side of Uhud and Jawwaniyyah. One day | happened to
pass that way and found that a wolf had carried a goat from her
flock. | am after all a man from the posterity of Adam. | felt sorry as
they (human beings) feel sorry. So, | slapped her, after which | went
to the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him), having a feeling that this is something grave. | said: "O
Messenger of Allah, should | set her free?" He said: "Bring her to
me." So, | brought her to him. He said to her: "Where is Allah?" She
O
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said: "He is in the heaven." He said: "Who am I?" She said: "You are
the Messenger of Allah." Thereupon, he said: "Set her free, for she is
a believer." [Narrated by Muslim (537), Abu Dawud (930), and An-
Nasa’i (1218)] Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) said: "Angels take turns among you by night and by
day, and they all assemble at the Fajr and ‘Asr prayers. Then those
angels who spend the night among you ascend, their Lord asks
them, although He knows best about them: 'How did you leave My
servants?' They say: 'We left them while they were praying and we
came to them while they were praying." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(555), Muslim (632), and An-Nasa’i (485)] Abu Razin al-‘Uqayli (May
Allah be pleased with him) reported: | said: "O Messenger of Allah,
where was Allah before He created His creation?" He said: "He was
above the clouds, below which was air and above which was air, and
He created His Throne above water." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi
(3109), Ibn Majah (182), At-Tayalisi (1189), Ahmad (16188), and Ibn
Abi ‘Asim in As-Sunnah (625)] These and numerous other verses and
Hadiths point to Allah's highness. The proofs for His highness are
too numerous to be counted. It is unanimously confirmed by the
scholars of Islam and established by the sound mind and natural
disposition. Imam Ibn Battah (May Allah have mercy upon him) said:
"The Muslims - including the Companions, the succeeding
generation, and all faithful scholars - unanimously agree that Allah,
Blessed and Exalted be He, is above His Throne, above His heavens,
and separate from His creation, and His knowledge encompasses all
His creation." [Al-lbanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah (7/136)] Ad-Darimi
(May Allah have mercy upon him) reported that when lbn al-
Mubarak was asked: "How can we recognize our Lord?" He said: "He
is above the Throne, above the seventh heaven above the Throne,
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and is separate from His creation." [Ar-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah by
Ad-Darimi (98)] Among Allah's attributes is His rising over the
Throne, which He mentions in seven places in the Qur’an. One of
those verses reads:
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{YOUR LORD Is ALLAH, WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH IN SIX DAYS,
AND THEN ROSE OVER [ISTAWA] THE THRONE. HE MAKES THE NIGHT AND DAY
OVERLAP IN RAPID SUCCESSION. HE MADE THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE STARS —
ALL SUBSERVIENT TO HIS COMMAND. BEHOLD, HIS IS THE CREATION AND THE
COMMAND. BLESSED IS ALLAH, LORD OF THE WORLDS.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 54]
Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "When Allah completed the creation, He wrote a book which
is with Him over the Throne: My mercy overcame - or preceded - My
anger." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7553), Muslim (2751), At-Tirmidhi
(3543), and lbn Majah (189)] Al-Lalika’i narrated that Ibn ‘Uyaynah
reported: Rabi‘ah was asked about the verse that reads:
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{THE MosT COMPASSIONATE ROSE OVER THE THRONE.} [SURAT TAHA: 5], as
to how He rose over the Throne? He replied: “The rising is not
unknown, but its nature is inconceivable. The message came from
Allah, and the Prophet was tasked with conveying it; and we are
obligated to firmly believe.” [Sharh Usul I‘tigad Ahl As-Sunnah Wa
Al-Jama‘ah (3/442) and Al-‘Arsh by Adh-Dhahabi (2/213)] A similar
view was reported from Imam Malik (May Allah have mercy upon



him). [Narrated by Abu Nu‘aym in Al-Hilyah (6/325, 326), Al-Bayhaqi
in Al-Asma’ Wa As-Sifat (2/304), and lbn ‘Abdul-Barr in At-Tamhid
(7/138). Adh-Dhahabi (May Allah have mercy upon him) said: "The
scholars derived a rule from Imam Malik's statement: 'The rising is
known, but its nature is unknown; believing in it is obligatory; and
asking about it is innovation in religion.' They adopted this rule as
far as this issue is concerned." [Al-‘Uluw for Adh-Dhahabi (1/117)]
Another attribute of Allah Almighty is love. In the Qur'an, He says:
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{ALLAH WILL BRING A PEOPLE WHOM HE LOVES AND WHO LOVE HiM.} [SURAT
AL-MA"IDAH: 54] Imam Ad-Darimi (May Allah have mercy upon him)
said: "He combined the two loves: the love of the Creator and the
love of people. Then, He distinguished between what He loves and
what He does not love, so that people can know that these two are
different and opposed to each other. He says:
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{ALLAH DOES NOT LIKE OFFENSIVE WORDS TO BE SAID} [SURAT AN-NISA”: 148]
and
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{HE DOES NOT LIKE THOSE WHO ARE WASTEFUL.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 141]"
[Naqd Ad-Darimi (2/865)] In another verse, He says:
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{ALLAH LOVES THOSE WHO FREQUENTLY REPENT AND HE LOVES THOSE WHO
PURIFY THEMSELVES.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 222] Sahl ibn Sa‘d (May Allah
be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
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blessings be upon him) said during the battle of Khaybar:
"Tomorrow | will give the flag to a man to whom Allah will give
victory, and who loves Allah and His Messenger and is loved by Allah
and His Messenger." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3009), Muslim (2406),
and Abu Dawid (3661)] In another Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "No one of you is a real
believer until | become more beloved to him than his father and his
children and all people." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (15), Muslim (44),
An-Nasa’i (5013), and Ibn Majah (67)] The attributes of Allah
Almighty include: pleasure. In the Qur'an, He says:

[100 53] 4., 4% T a3 3 B un s b sl 053

{As FOR THE FIRST FORERUNNERS OF THE EMIGRANTS AND THE HELPERS, AND
THOSE WHO FOLLOWED THEM IN RIGHTEOUS DEEDS, ALLAH IS PLEASED WITH THEM
AND THEY ARE PLEASED WITH HIM.} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 100] ‘A’ishah (May
Allah be pleased with her) reported: | noticed that the Messenger of
Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) was missing
from his bed one night; so | went looking for him, and my hand
touched the soles of his feet; he was in the mosque with his feet
erect (prostrating), and he was saying:
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"O Allah, | seek refuge in Your pleasure from Your wrath and in
Your pardon from Your punishment, and | seek refuge in You from
You. | cannot count the praises You deserve. You are as You have
praised Yourself." [Narrated by Muslim (486), Abu Dawid (879), At-
Tirmidhi (3493), An-Nasa’i (169), and lbn Majah (3841)] Among
Allah's attributes is hatred toward His enemies, for they hated His



pleasure and hated what He sent down to His Messenger (May
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him). Allah Almighty says:
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{THAT IS BECAUSE THEY FOLLOW WHAT INCURS ALLAH’S WRATH AND THEY HATE
WHAT PLEASES HIM, SO HE WILL RENDER THEIR DEEDS WORTHLESS.} [SURAT
MUHAMMAD: 28] He also says:
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{BUT ALLAH DISLIKED THEIR GOING FORTH, SO HE MADE THEM LAG BEHIND, AND
THEY WERE TOLD: "STAY BEHIND WITH THOSE WHO ARE STAYING BEHIND."}
[SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 46] Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon him) said: "Allah said: 'If My slave loves meeting with Me, |
love meeting with him; and if he dislikes meeting with Me, | dislike
meeting with him."" [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7504) and An-Nasa’i
(1835)] Allah's attributes also include anger for His enemies. He,
Exalted be He, says:
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{ALLAH IS ANGRY WITH THEM, AND HAS CURSED THEM.} [SURAT AL-FAT'H: 6]
Ibn ‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) said: "Allah's anger is
intensified for those killed by the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) in Allah's cause; Allah's anger is intensified
for people who caused the Prophet's face to bleed." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (4074)] One of Allah's attributes is abhorrence - His
abhorrence of the disbelievers. He, Glorified be He, says:
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{THOSE WHO DISBELIEVE WILL BE ADDRESSED: "ALLAH’S ABHORRENCE OF YOU
WAS GREATER THAN YOUR ABHORRENCE OF YOURSELVES [TODAY].”} [SURAT
GHAFIR: 10] Among Allah's attributes is plotting against His enemies
who plot against His pious servants. Allah Almighty says:
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{THUS THEY MADE A PLAN AND WE TOO MADE A PLAN, BUT THEY WERE
UNAWARE OF IT. SEE THEN WHAT WAS THE OUTCOME OF THEIR PLAN: WE
DESTROYED THEM AND THEIR ENTIRE PEOPLE.} [SURAT AN-NAML: 50-51] Allah's
attributes include severe anger. In the Qur'an, He Almighty says:
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{WHEN THEY GREATLY ANGERED US, WE EXACTED OUR RETRIBUTION AND
DROWNED THEM ALL.} [SURAT AZ-ZUKHRUF: 55] -- -- -- [SURAT AN-NISA’: 166]
Another proof is its agreement with the teachings brought by the
prophets (peace be upon them). An example is the verse that says:
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{YOUR LORD HAS ORDAINED THAT YOU WORSHIP NONE BUT HiM, AND SHOW
KINDNESS TO PARENTS. |F ONE OR BOTH OF THEM REACH OLD AGE IN YOUR CARE,
DO NOT SAY TO THEM A WORD OF ANNOYANCE NOR SCOLD THEM, RATHER SPEAK
TO THEM NOBLE WORDS.} [SURAT AL-ISRA": 23] Until the verse that reads:
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{THIS IS PART OF THE WISDOM THAT YOUR LORD HAS REVEALED TO YOU [O
PROPHET]. DO NOT SET UP ANY OTHER GOD WITH ALLAH, OR YOU WILL BE
THROWN INTO HELL, BLAMEWORTHY AND REJECTED.} [SURAT AL-ISRA’: 39] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{HE HAS SENT DOWN TO YOU THE BOOK IN TRUTH, CONFIRMING WHAT CAME
BEFORE IT. AND HE SENT DOWN THE TORAH AND THE GOSPEL.} [SURAT AL
‘IMRAN: 3] All these principles which Islam puts emphasis on are the
very things the previous messengers called to and put stress on. The
proofs include testimony by the contemporary People of the Book
for the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him),
which Allah Almighty mentions in the noble Qur’an, saying:
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{SAY: "WHAT DO YOU THINK, IF THIS [QUR’AN] IS REALLY FROM ALLAH AND YET
YOU REJECT IT, AND A WITNESS FROM THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL HAS TESTIFIED IN ITS
FAVOR AND BELIEVED, WHEREAS YOU PERSIST IN ARROGANCE? INDEED, ALLAH
DOES NOT GUIDE THE WRONGDOING PEOPLE."} [SURAT AL-AHQAF: 10] After the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) informed
Waragah about what he saw, Waraqah said to him: "That is the
same angel whom Allah sent to Misa." One of Allah's attributes is
laughing. Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
The Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "“Allah laughs at two men, one of them killed the other,
yet they both entered Paradise. [This one fought in the way of Allah
and was killed, then his killer repented and was also martyred.”]
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2826), Muslim (1890), An-Nasa’i (3166),



and lbn Majah (191)] In a long Hadith reported by Abu Hurayrah
(May Allah be pleased with him) about seeing Allah Almighty on the
Day of Judgment, the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) related the story of the last one to enter Paradise. He
said: "Allah will say: 'May Allah be merciful to you, O son of Adam!
How treacherous you are! Have you not made covenants and given
pledges that you will not ask for anything more than what you are
given?' He will say: 'O my Lord, do not make me the most wretched
amongst Your servants.' So, Allah will laugh and allow him to enter
Paradise." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (806)] Waki‘ said: "If you are
asked: 'Does our Lord laugh?' Say: This is what we heard." [Sharh
Usal Itigad Ahl As-Sunnah Wa Al-Jama‘ah (3/477)] Al-Hafizh lbn
Battah (May Allah have mercy upon him) set a chapter in his book
"Al-lbanah", titled: Chapter on the belief that Allah Almighty laughs.
In it, he said: "Know - may Allah have mercy upon you - that among
the traits of the believers, the followers of the truth, is that they
believe and accept authentically reported texts and do not dispute
them due to analogy or form their opinions based on personal
inclinations. Indeed, faith is belief, and the faithful is a believer.
Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{BUT NO, BY YOUR LORD, THEY WILL NOT BELIEVE UNTIL THEY ACCEPT YOU [O
PROPHET] AS JUDGE IN THEIR DISPUTES, AND FIND NO DISCOMFORT WITHIN THEIR
HEARTS ABOUT YOUR JUDGMENTS, BUT ACCEPT THEM WHOLEHEARTEDLY.} [SURAT
AN-NISA”: 65] Among the traits of the believers is that they describe
Allah as He described Himself and as the Prophet (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) described Him, based on texts



transmitted by the scholars and narrated by reliable narrators, who
are trusted with what they narrated, which involve the rulings on
what is lawful and what is unlawful and the religious Sunnahs and
traditions. In the face of Hadiths authentically reported from the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him), we should
not ask 'how?' or 'why?' But, we should follow, comply, and be
certain, and refrain from innovations, opposition, or doubt. All
authentic Hadiths are narrated by trustworthy and upright people.
Among the things a believer is required to accept and not object to
is that Allah Almighty laughs. No one disputes or rejects this but a
heretic who is frowned upon by the scholars." [Al-lbanah Al-Kubra
by Ibn Battah (7/91)] Among Allah's attributes is that He will come
on the Day of Judgment to judge mankind. He, Exalted be He, says:

[158 :alai¥] ... &) (24 31 4S8l 2g0l o1 V) O s 5k Jag
{ARE THEY WAITING FOR THE COMING OF THE ANGELS, OR THE COMING OF YOUR
LORD?} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 158] He also says:
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{AND YOUR LORD COMES WITH THE ANGELS, RANK AFTER RANK.} [SURAT AL-
FAJR: 22] And He says:
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{ARE THEY WAITING THAT ALLAH SHOULD COME TO THEM IN SHADOWS OF
CLOUDS, ALONG WITH THE ANGELS? BUT THEN THE MATTER WOULD BE DECIDED.
AND TO ALLAH RETURN ALL MATTERS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 210] And Abu
Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger
of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Allah
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will gather mankind on the Day of Judgment and say: 'Whoever
used to worship something should follow it..."" He continued to
report the Hadith until he reached this part: "And this Ummah will
remain, and they will say: 'We will remain in our place until our Lord
comes to us. When our Lord comes, we will recognize Him.' So, Allah
Almighty will come to them and say: 'l am your Lord!' They will say:
You are our Lord." And they will follow Him." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (806), Muslim (182), Abu Dawad (4730), At-Tirmidhi (2554),
and Ibn Majah (178)] Abu al-‘Aliyah commented on this verse:
5 5 BT oy Al sl a e s o 91 655 O
[210 5 &0] 4Y )+ 55T
{ARE THEY WAITING THAT ALLAH SHOULD COME TO THEM IN SHADOWS OF
CLOUDS, ALONG WITH THE ANGELS?} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 210] He said: "The
angels will come in shadows of clouds, and Allah Almighty will come
in whatever He wishes." [Al-Asma’ Wa As-Sifat by Al-Bayhaqi
(2/370)] Among Allah's attributes is that He descends to the worldly
heaven in a real way that befits His majesty and greatness; it is not
like the descent of created beings; rather, it is like all His other
attributes which we believe in and know, without exploring their
very nature or rejecting them. We believe in them just as they were
reported to us by the truthful Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him), who said: "When half of the night or two-
thirds of it has passed, Allah, Blessed and Exalted be He, descends to
the worldly heaven and says: 'ls there anyone who asks for
something, so that it may be given to him? Is there anyone who
supplicates, so that his supplication may be answered? Is there
anyone who asks for forgiveness, so that he may be forgiven?' This
continues until the daybreak." [Narrated by Muslim (758)] The
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leading Imam Muhammad ibn Khuzaymah produced a chapter in his
book "At-Tawhid', entitled: "Chapter on reports with authentic
chains of transmission and sound content, narrated by the scholars
of Hijaz and Irag from the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon him) about the descent of the Almighty Lord to the lowest
heaven every night: we testify, giving the testimony of someone
acknowledging with his tongue, believing in his heart, and trusting
these reports about the Lord's descent, without describing the very
nature of this, for our Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) did not describe to us how our Creator descends to the
lowest heaven; he only informed us that He descends, and Allah,
Exalted be He, and His Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) did not fail to clarify any religious matter whose clarity is
needed by Muslims. So, we proclaim and believe in what is
contained in these reports about such descent, without trying to say
or know how this happens, for the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) did not demonstrate to us the manner of
descending." [At-Tawhid by lbn Khuzaymah (1/289)] In his book "Al-
Ibanah", Al-Hafizh Ibn Battah (May Allah have mercy upon him)
produced a chapter, entitled: Chapter on the faith and belief that
Allah Almighty descends every night to the worldly heaven, without
departure from His place and without knowing how this happens.
Then, lbn Battah said: "Know - may Allah have mercy upon you -
that Allah has ordained His believing servants to obey His
Messenger (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him), accept
what he said and came with, believe in all authentic reports from
him, and submit to all this and avoid objection by making
comparisons and asking why and how. And the Prophet (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) is authentically reported to have
said: "Our Lord, Blessed and Exalted be He, descends to the lowest



heaven every night when the last third of the night is remaining and
says: 'ls there anyone who supplicates to Me, so that | may answer
his supplication? Is there anyone who asks from Me, so that | may
give him? Is there anyone who asks for My forgiveness, so that |
may forgive him?'"" This is part of a long Hadith - which we will cite
in full, Allah Willing - narrated by trustworthy narrators and pious
scholars, who conveyed to us the Shariah of Islam and its pillars, like
the prayer, Zakah, fasting, Hajj, and Jihad, as well as all other rulings,
such as marriage, divorce, transactions, and the lawful and the
unlawful." [Al-lbanah Al-Kubra by lbn Battah 97/201)] [The Hadith is
narrated by Al-Bukhari (1145), Muslim (758), Abu Dawid (1315), At-
Tirmidhi (446), and lbn Majah (1366)] We believe in Allah's attribute
of Ma‘iyyah (Allah being with His servants). He is present with His
creation through His knowledge, encompassment, and will. This
attribute is established by the Qur'an and the Sunnah. Allah
Almighty says:
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{Do YOU NOT SEE THAT ALLAH KNOWS ALL THAT IS IN THE HEAVENS AND ALL
THAT IS ON EARTH? NO SECRET CONSULTATION TAKES PLACE BETWEEN THREE, BUT
HE IS THEIR FOURTH, OR BETWEEN FIVE, BUT HE IS THEIR SIXTH, OR BETWEEN
FEWER OR MORE THAN THAT, BUT HE IS WITH THEM WHEREVER THEY MAY BE.
THEN HE WILL INFORM THEM OF WHAT THEY DID ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION.
INDEED, ALLAH IS ALL-KNOWING OF EVERYTHING.} [SURAT AL-MUJADALAH: 7]
And the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Do not trouble yourselves too much! You are not calling one
who is deaf or absent, but you are calling One Who is Hearing, and



Near, and He is with you." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4205), Muslim
(2704), Abu Dawid (1526), and At-Tirmidhi (3461)]

Ma‘iyyah is of two kinds:

Specific ma‘iyyah: It is shown to the messengers of Allah and His
pious servants, and it entails His support for them. Allah Almighty
says:
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{HE sAID: "DO NOT BE AFRAID; | AM WITH YOU BOTH, HEARING AND SEEING."}
[SURAT TAHA: 46] General ma‘iyyah: It means that Allah is with all
mankind, believers and unbelievers. In the Qur'an, He says:
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{HE 1S WITH YOU WHEREVER YOU ARE.} [SURAT AL-HADID: 4] This kind of
ma‘iyyah means knowledge, encompassment, ability, and authority.

This ma‘iyyah does not contradict Allah's exaltedness, for it means
knowledge and encompassment, by consensus among the scholars,
as previously mentioned. In other words, Allah Almighty is with His
servants through His knowledge and encompassment.

One of Allah's attributes is ‘Ajab (wonder). Abu Hurayrah (May
Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Allah wonders at people
who will enter Paradise in chains." [They were from the disbelievers
whom the Muslims took as captives in Jihad. Then they embraced
Islam, and thus their conversion led them to Paradise.] [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari (3010) and Abu Dawad (2677)] ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir (May
Allah be pleased with him) reported: | heard the Messenger of Allah
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(May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) say: "Your Lord
wonders at a shepherd of goats who calls to prayer at the peak of a
mountain, and offers prayer. Allah Almighty says: 'Look at this
servant of Mine; he calls to prayer and offers it, fearing Me. So, |
forgive My servant and admit him to Paradise."" [Narrated by Abu
Dawad (1203), An-Nasd’i (666), Ahmad (17312), Ibn Abi ‘Asim in As-
Sunnah (584), and Ar-Ruwyani (232)] We believe that the believers
will see their Lord on the Day of Judgment, as established by the
Qur'an and authentic Hadiths in which the Prophet (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) gave glad tidings to the believers
that they will see their Lord with their own eyes on the Day of
Judgment. By Allah, this is the greatest bliss the dwellers of Paradise
will enjoy. Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{ON THAT DAY SOME FACES WILL BE BRIGHT, LOOKING AT THEIR LORD.} [SURAT
AL-QIYAMAH: 22-23] He Almighty also says:
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{FOR THOSE WHO DO GOOD THERE WILL BE THE BEST REWARD AND MORE.}
[SURAT YONUS: 26] And He, Exalted be He, says:
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{No INDEED! ON THAT DAY THEY WILL BE BARRED FROM SEEING THEIR LORD.}
[SURAT AL-MUTAFFIFIN: 15] Imam Malik was asked: "O Abu ‘Abdullah,
will the believers see their Lord on the Day of Judgment?" He
replied: "If the believers were not to see their Lord on the Day of
Judgment, Allah would not rebuke the disbelievers for being barred
from seeing Him, as He says: {NO INDEED! ON THAT DAY THEY WILL BE
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BARRED FROM SEEING THEIR LORD.}" [Sharh Usdl I'tigad Ahl As-Sunnah Wa
Al-Jama‘ah (2/468)] Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri (May Allah be pleased with
him) reported: We said: "O Messenger of Allah, will we see our Lord
on the Day of Resurrection?" He said: "Do you have any difficulty in
seeing the sun and the moon when the sky is clear?" We said: 'No.'
He said: "So you will have no difficulty in seeing your Lord on that
Day as you have no difficulty in seeing the sun and the moon." The
Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) then said:
"Somebody will then announce: 'Let every nation follow what they
used to worship.' So, the companions of the cross will go with their
cross, and the idolaters will go with their idols, and the companions
of every god will go with their god, until there remain those who
used to worship Allah, both the pious and wicked ones, and some of
the people of the book. Then, Hell will be presented to them as if it
were a mirage. It will be said to the Jews: 'What did you use to
worship?' They will reply: 'We used to worship Ezra, the son of
Allah." It will be said to them: 'You are liars, for Allah has neither a
wife nor a son. What do you want (now)?' They will reply: 'We want
you to provide us with water." It will be said to them: 'Drink,' and
they will fall down in Hell (instead). Then, it will be said to the
Christians: 'What did you use to worship?' They will reply: 'We used
to worship the Messiah, the son of Allah." It will be said: 'You are
liars, for Allah has neither a wife nor a son. What do you want
(now)?' They will say: 'We want you to provide us with water." It will
be said to them: 'Drink,' and they will fall down in Hell (instead).
When there remain only those who used to worship Allah, both the
pious and wicked ones. It will be said to them: 'What keeps you here
when all the people have gone?' They will say: 'We parted with
them when we were in greater need of them than we are today. We
heard the call of someone proclaiming: 'Let every nation follow



what they used to worship'. Now, we are waiting for our Lord.'
Then, the Almighty will come to them in a shape other than the one
which they saw the first time, and He will say: 'l am your Lord.' They
will say: 'You are our Lord." And none will speak to Him then but the
prophets, and then it will be said to them: 'Do you know any sign by
which you can recognize Him?' They will say: 'The Shin.' So, Allah
will uncover His Shin, whereupon every believer will prostrate
before Him." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7439) and Muslim (183)] In
another Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "Indeed, you will see your Lord as you see this moon
and will have no difficulty in seeing Him." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(554), Muslim (633), Abu Dawud (4729), At-Tirmidhi (2551), and Ibn
Majah (177)] Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported: The people said: "O Messenger of Allah, will we see our
Lord on the Day of Resurrection?" He replied: "Do you have any
doubt about seeing the full moon on a cloudless night?" They
replied: "No, O Messenger of Allah!" He said: "Do you have any
doubt about seeing the sun when there are no clouds?" They replied
in the negative. He said: "You will see Him in the same way. On the
Day of Resurrection, people will be gathered and He will order the
people to follow what they used to worship. Some of them will
follow the sun, some will follow the moon, and some will follow
other deities; and only this nation will be left, along with its
hypocrites. Allah will come to them and say: 'l am Your Lord.' They
will say: 'We will stay in this place until our Lord comes to us and
when our Lord will come, we will recognize Him." Then, Allah will
come to them again and say: 'l am your Lord.' They will say: 'You are
our Lord." Allah will call them, and the Sirat (bridge) will be laid
across Hell, and | will be the first amongst the messengers to cross it
with my Ummah. Only the messengers will be able to speak on that
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Day, and they will be saying: 'O Allah, save us. O Allah, save us!""
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (806), Muslim (182), Abu Dawud (4730), At-
Tirmidhi (2554), and lbn Majah (178)] The Prophet's Hadiths
speaking about seeing Allah Almighty are authentic and mass
transmitted. This is not contradicted by the verse that says:
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{HE sAaID: "My LORD, REVEAL YOURSELF TO ME SO THAT | MAY LOOK AT You."
ALLAH SAID: "YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SEE ME. BUT LOOK AT THE MOUNTAIN; IF
IT STAYS FIRM IN ITS PLACE, ONLY THEN WILL YOU SEE ME"} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF:
143], for it applies to worldly life. This is similar to the Prophet's
response to Abu Dharr (May Allah be pleased with him) when he
asked him: "Did you see your Lord?" The Prophet (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) replied: "(He is) light. How could | see
Him?" [Narrated by Muslim (178) and At-Tirmidhi (3282)] So, the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) did not see
our Lord during the night of Isra’ and Mi‘raj. Instead, Allah Almighty
informs us about the signs He honored him with on that journey.
He, Exalted be He, says: {Glory be to the One Who took His slave
[Muhammad] by night from the Sacred Mosque [in Makkah] to the
Agsa Mosque [in Jerusalem] whose surroundings We have blessed,
so that We may show him some of Our signs. Indeed, He is the All-
Hearing, the All-Seeing.} [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (806), Muslim
(182), Abu Dawud (4730), At-Tirmidhi (2554), and lbn Majah (178)]
Yet, Allah Almighty does not mention that the Prophet (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) saw his Lord. If he had seen Him,
He would have mentioned that by way of showing favor upon him.
Likewise, the verse that says:
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{NO VISION CAN ENCOMPASS HIM, BUT HE ENCOMPASSES ALL VISION, AND HE IS
THE MOST SUBTLE, THE ALL-AWARE} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 103] The Prophet's
Hadiths speaking about seeing Allah Almighty are authentic and
mass transmitted. This is not contradicted by the verse that says:
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{HE sAaID: "My LORD, REVEAL YOURSELF TO ME SO THAT | MAY LOOK AT You."
ALLAH SAID: "YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SEE ME. BUT LOOK AT THE MOUNTAIN; IF
IT STAYS FIRM IN ITS PLACE, ONLY THEN WILL YOU SEE ME"} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF:
143], for it applies to worldly life. Ad-Darimi (May Allah have mercy
upon him) said: "All these Hadiths, and more, were reported on
seeing Allah Almighty. We have found our Shaykhs, the people of
figh and insight, believing in these narrations, and Muslims, in the
past and present, continue to transmit and believe in them, not
rejecting them or finding them strange. If anyone among the people
of deviation rejected them, they would describe him as misguided.
Rather, their highest hope and the best reward they would seek
from their Lord is to look at His face. To them, this is unrivaled by
any other bliss in Paradise." [Ar-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah by Ad-
Darimi (122)] The leading Imam of Tafsir Ibn Jarir at-Tabari (May
Allah have mercy upon him) said: "The correct opinion with regard
to the believers seeing their Lord, Exalted be He, on the Day of
Judgment - which is the view we adopt and found it adopted by Ahl-
us-Sunnah Wa al-Jama‘ah - is that the dwellers of Paradise will see
Him, as authentically reported from the Messenger of Allah (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)." [SarTh As-Sunnah by At-
Tabari (20)] Ibn Battah (May Allah have mercy upon him) said: "By
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rejecting the seeing of Him, they wanted to negate His lordship, for
once they acknowledge seeing Him, they must acknowledge His
lordship. Indeed, Allah Almighty made the reward for those who
believe in Him in the unseen to see Him with their own eyes." [Al-
Ibanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah (2/7)] Al-Walid ibn Muslim said: |
asked Al-Awza‘i, Malik ibn Anas, Sufyan ath-Thawri, and Al-Layth ibn
Sa‘d about these Hadiths that mention seeing Allah and the like, and
they said: "Accept them without asking: how?" This is similar to the
Prophet's response to Abu Dharr (May Allah be pleased with him)
when he asked him: "Did you see your Lord?" The Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) replied: "(He is) light. How
could | see Him?" We affirm that Allah Almighty has a face, in a way
that befits His greatness and grandeur. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{EVERYTHING WILL PERISH EXCEPT HIM. HIS IS THE JUDGMENT AND TO HIM YOU
WILL ALL BE BROUGHT BACK.} [SURAT AL-QAsAs: 88] Allah Almighty also
says:
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{BUT THERE WILL REMAIN THE FACE OF YOUR LORD, FULL OF MAJESTY AND
HONOR.} [SURAT AR-RAHMAN: 27] And He, Glorified be He, says:
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{AND THOSE WHO OBSERVE PATIENCE, SEEKING THE PLEASURE OF THEIR LORD.}
[SURAT AR-RA‘D: 22] In another verse, He Almighty says:
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{BUT TO SEEK THE PLEASURE OF HIS LORD, THE MOST HIGH.} [SURAT AL-LAYL:
20] And He Almighty says:

[52 1] §.. 74635 s b

{SEEKING HIS PLEASURE.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 52] And the Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: [There are] "Two
gardens, the utensils and the contents of which are of silver, and
two other gardens, the utensils and contents of which are of gold.
And nothing will prevent the people who will be in the Garden of
Eden from seeing their Lord except the curtain of Majesty over His
Face." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4878), Muslim (180), At-Tirmidhi
(2528), and Ibn Majah (186)] In another Hadith, the Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Allah, Exalted and
Glorified be He, does not sleep, and it is not befitting of Him to
sleep. He lowers the Scales and raises them. The deeds done during
the night are taken up to Him before the deeds done during the day,
and the deeds done during the day before the deeds done during
the night. His veil is light, and if He were to remove it, the glory of
his face would burn everything of His creation as far as His sight
reaches." [Narrated by Muslim (179) and Ibn Majah (195, 196)] Abu
‘Uthman as-Sabani (May Allah have mercy upon him) said: "They
say the same about all attributes mentioned in the Qur’an or the
authentic Sunnah, including hearing, seeing, eye, face, knowledge,
power, ability, might, majesty, will, wish, speech, pleasure, anger,
life, wakefulness, joy, laughter, etc., without likening any of these to
the attributes of created beings. Rather, they adhere to what is said
by Allah Almighty and His Messenger (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him), without adding anything thereto or trying to
know the very nature of this, or likening Allah Almighty to His
creation, or distorting or changing the meanings of these attributes,



and without changing the meaning of the relevant words, as known
by Arabs, and interpreting them in some unusual way. But they take
these as they outwardly are and leave their knowledge to Allah
Almighty, acknowledging that their true interpretation is known to
Allah Almighty alone. About those well-grounded people in
knowledge, Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{AND THOSE WHO ARE WELL-GROUNDED IN KNOWLEDGE SAY: "WE BELIEVE IN
IT. IT IS ALL FROM OUR LORD." NONE WILL TAKE HEED EXCEPT PEOPLE OF
UNDERSTANDING.} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 7] [‘Aqidat As-Salaf As'hab Al-
Hadith by Abu ‘Uthman as-Sabuni (16, 17)] Among Allah's attributes
is having a Hand. It is mentioned in the Qur'an and the Sunnah in
numerous forms. It is sometimes mentioned as a pair of hands, and
at other times it is mentioned that Allah holds and stretches it out
and that He will fold the heavens therein and place the earth in His
grip. His hand is also described as having fingers. All this proves that
the hand mentioned in the Qur’an and the Sunnah is a real hand
that befits the Almighty Lord. We should not try to know its very
essence, liken it to the hands of created beings, or distort the verses
and Hadiths wherein it is mentioned. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{[ALLAH] sAID: "O IBLIS, WHAT PREVENTED YOU FROM PROSTRATING TO WHOM
| CREATED WITH MY TwoO HANDS? DID YOU JUST BECOME PROUD OR HAVE YOU
ALWAYS BEEN ARROGANT?"} [SURAT SAD: 75] Allah Almighty also says:
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{THOSE WHO PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO YOU [O PROPHET] ARE INDEED PLEDGING
ALLEGIANCE TO ALLAH; ALLAH’S HAND IS OVER THEIR HANDS.} [SURAT AL-FAT'H:
10] And He, Exalted be He, says:
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{THEY DID NOT REVERE ALLAH HIS TRUE REVERENCE. ON THE DAY OF
RESURRECTION, THE WHOLE EARTH WILL BE IN HIS GRIP, AND THE HEAVENS WILL
BE ROLLED UP IN HIS RIGHT HAND. GLORIFIED AND EXALTED IS HE ABOVE ALL
WHAT THEY ASSOCIATE WITH HiM!} [SURAT Az-ZUMAR: 67] And in a Hadith
reported by Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him), the
Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Adam and Misa (peace be upon them) debated, and Adam
won the argument with Muisa. Musa said: 'You are Adam Whom
Allah created with His own hand and into Whom He breathed from
His spirit."" [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6614), Muslim (2652), Abu
Dawdid (4701), At-Tirmidhi (2134), and Ibn Majah (80)] In another
version of the Hadith, he said: "Adam and Misa debated. Misa said
to him: 'O Adam, you are our father; you deprived us and caused us
to be expelled from Paradise because of your sin.' Adam said to him:
'O Misa, Allah chose you for His speech, and He wrote the Torah for
you with His own Hand." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6614), Muslim
(2652), Abu Dawad (4701), At-Tirmidhi (2134), and lbn Majah (80)]
In another Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "Those who act justly will be with Allah on pulpits of
light at the right hand of the Most Compassionate, Exalted be He,
and both His hands are right. They are those who are just in their
judgment and towards their people and what is under their charge."



[Narrated by Muslim (178) and At-Tirmidhi (3282)] Abu Msa (May
Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Allah expands His Hand
during the night so the sinners of the day may repent, and expands
His Hand during the day so the sinners of the night may repent. He
keeps doing so until the sun rises from the west." [Narrated by
Muslim (2759)] The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) also said: "Do you see what He has spent since He
created the heavens and the earth? Yet all that has not decreased
what is in His hand. His Throne was over the water, and in His hand
is the balance, and He raises and lowers" [it]. [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (4684), Muslim (993), At-Tirmidhi (3045), and Ibn Majah
(197)] Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "When Allah created Adam and breathed into him from His
spirit, he sneezed and said: 'Praise be to Allah.' He praised Allah by
His permission... Thereupon, Allah said to him while His two hands
were closed: 'Choose whichever of them you wish.' He said: 'l
choose the right hand of my Lord, and both hands of my Lord are
right and blessed.' Then, He extended them, and there was Adam
and his offspring in it." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (3368), Ibn Abi
‘Asim in As-Sunnah (596), Al-Bazzar (8194), and An-Nasd’i in Al-
Kubra (9977)] In yet another Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon him) said: “Verily, all the hearts of the
children of Adam are between two fingers of the fingers of the Most
Compassionate, like one heart which He turns about as He wills."
[Narrated by Muslim (2654)] In his book "As-Sunnah", ‘Abdullah ibn
Imam Ahmad related that Waki‘ said: "We take these Hadiths as
they are reported without asking how or why. An example is the
Hadith reported by Ibn Mas‘ld, which reads: 'Indeed, Allah Almighty



carries the heavens on a finger and the mountains on a finger.' And
another Hadith, which reads: 'Verily, all the hearts of the children of
Adam are between two fingers of the fingers of the Most
Compassionate.' [Narrated by Muslim (2654)] In addition to other
similar Hadiths." [As-Sunnah by ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad (1/267)]
Replying to someone asking about those who deny the Hadiths on
Allah's attributes, Shareek (May Allah have mercy upon him) said:
"Indeed, those who transmitted these Hadiths are the same ones
who transmitted the Qur'an and the fact that there are five prayers,
Hajj to the Ka‘bah, and the fasting of Ramadan. We only know Allah
through these Hadiths." So, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) did not see our Lord during the night of Isra’
and Mi‘raj. Instead, Allah Almighty informs us about the signs He
honored him with on that journey. He, Exalted be He, says: After
listing the Hadiths establishing the attribute of a Hand for Allah, the
Lord of all the worlds, Al-Hafizh Ibn Battah (May Allah have mercy
upon him) said: "These Hadiths and the similar ones fall under the
completeness of the religion. The correct approach is to believe in
them, accept them, receive them without objection, and follow the
example of the righteous predecessors in narrating them without
asking how or why." [Al-Ibanah by Ibn Battah (3/313)]

As Allah Almighty described Himself by the attributes of
perfection, majesty, excellence, glory, and pride, He also negated
from Himself the attributes of deficiency. The negation of attributes
is not the basic rule in the Qur'an and the Sunnah; rather, the basic
rule is to establish the attributes. The Qur'an and the Sunnah
abound with clarification of Allah's attributes as befitting His
majesty, greatness, and perfection. When Allah negates an attribute
from Himself, He does so to demonstrate the perfection in its
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opposite, or because humans have ascribed some deficiency to the
Almighty Lord; so, He negates such a ascribed deficiency from
Himself.

Among the deficiencies Allah Almighty negates from Himself is
drowsiness and sleep. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{ALLAH: NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM, THE EVER-LIVING,
ALL-SUSTAINING. NEITHER DROWSINESS OVERTAKES HIM NOR SLEEP.} [SURAT AL-
BAQARAH: 255] He Almighty also negates forgetfulness from Himself,
saying:
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{YOUR LORD IS NEVER FORGETFUL} [SURAT MARYAM: 64]. And He, Glorified
be He, negates weariness from Himself, for the Jews, may Allah
curse them, claimed that He experienced fatigue after creating the
universe. So, the Almighty Lord negates that He had to take rest
after the completion of the creation. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{INDEED, WE CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH AND ALL THAT IS BETWEEN
THEM IN SIX DAYS, AND NO WEARINESS TOUCHED Us.} [SURAT QAF: 38] Our
Lord states that He created the creation for a great wisdom and that
He did not create it for no purpose. So, He negates purposelessness
and frivolity from Himself. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{DID YOU THINK THAT WE CREATED YOU WITH NO PURPOSE, AND THAT YOU
WOULD NOT BE BROUGHT BACK TO Us?} [SURAT AL-MU’MINON: 115] Allah
Almighty makes clear that His judgment is just and His speech is
categorical and that He does not wrong anyone, for He possesses
the perfect justice. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{THEY WILL FIND ALL WHAT THEY DID BEFORE THEM, AND YOUR LORD DOES NOT
WRONG ANYONE.} [SURAT AL-KAHF: 49] Allah Almighty also says:
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{YOUR LORD IS NOT UNJUST TO His SLAVES.} [SURAT FussILAT: 46] The Jews
and Christians falsely attributed a son to Allah Almighty, thus
emulating the disbelievers before them. But Allah, the Exalted,
negates that from Himself. He, Glorified be He, says:
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{ALLAH HAS NEVER BEGOTTEN A SON, NOR IS THERE ANY GOD BESIDES Him.}
[SURAT AL-MU’MINON: 91] Allah Almighty explains that whoever has a
child must have a spouse and He is far exalted above having a
spouse or a child. He, Glorified be He, says:
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{THE ORIGINATOR OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, HOW COULD HE HAVE A SON
WHEN HE NEVER HAD A COMPANION? HE CREATED ALL THINGS, AND HE IS ALL-
KNOWING OF EVERYTHING.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 101] He Almighty also says:
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{AND THAT HE — OUR EXALTED AND GLORIFIED LORD — HAS NEITHER TAKEN A
WIFE NOR A CHILD.} [SURAT AL-JINN: 3] We believe that Allah Almighty
possesses the excellent names, and His names are at the pinnacle of
excellence and beauty. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{ALLAH — NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM. HE HAS THE
MosT BEAUTIFUL NAMES.} [SURAT TAHA: 8] Some of His names occur in
the verses that read:
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{ALL PRAISE BE TO ALLAH, THE LORD OF THE WORLDS, THE MOST
COMPASSIONATE, THE MOST MERCIFUL, MASTER OF THE DAY OF JUDGMENT.}
[SURAT AL-FATIHAH: 2-4] And in the verses that read:

l
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{HE 1S ALLAH; NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM, KNOWER OF
THE UNSEEN AND THE SEEN; HE IS THE MOST COMPASSIONATE, THE MOST
MERCIFUL. HE IS ALLAH; NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM, THE
SOVEREIGN, THE MOST HoLY, THE MOST PERFECT, THE GRANTER OF SECURITY,
THE WATCHER OVER ALL, THE ALL-MIGHTY, THE COMPELLER, THE SUPREME.
GLORY BE TO ALLAH FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASSOCIATE WITH HIM. HE IS ALLAH,
THE CREATOR, THE MAKER, THE FASHIONER. HE HAS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL NAMES.
ALL THAT IS IN THE HEAVENS AND EARTH GLORIFIES HIM, FOR HE IS THE ALL-
MIGHTY, THE ALL-WISE.} [SURAT AL-HASHR: 22-24]
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Allah's names are derivatives, and from each of them an attribute
is derived. For example, the attribute of mercy is derived from the
name the Most Merciful, might from the Mighty, wisdom from the
All-Wise, life from the All-Living, and so on.

Allah's names are numberless. The Prophet (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) said: "I ask You by every name that
belongs to You, which You have named Yourself with, revealed in
Your Book, taught anyone of Your creation, or kept to Yourself in
the knowledge of the unseen with You." [Narrated by Ad-Dabby in
Ad-Du‘a' (6), Ibn Abi Shaybah in Al-Musannaf (29930) and in Al-
Musnad (329), Ahmad (3712), and Al-Harith ibn Abi Usamah in Al-
Musnad, and also in Bughyat Al-Bahith (1057)] The Prophet (May
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) also said: "Verily, Allah has
ninety-nine names, one-hundred minus one. Whoever memorizes
them all will enter Paradise.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2736),
Muslim (2677), At-Tirmidhi (3506), and Ibn Majah (3860)] Our Lord
warns us against seeking deviation in His names. In the Qur’an, He
Almighty says:
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{ALLAH HAS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL NAMES, SO CALL UPON HIM BY THEM, AND
LEAVE THOSE WHO SEEK DEVIATION IN His NAMES. THEY WILL BE RECOMPENSED
FOR WHAT THEY USED TO DO.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 180] There are different
forms of seeking deviations in Allah's names. An example is to call
people with Allah's names, which may not be used for people, such
as the Creator, the Most Compassionate, etc. Another form is calling
the idols with names derived from Allah's names, like Al-Lat, which
is derived from Allah, and Al-‘Uzza, from Al-‘Aziz (the Mighty).
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Seeking deviation in Allah's names also includes rejecting or denying
their meanings.

The names and attributes of Allah Almighty which are mentioned
in the Qur’an and the Sunnah are too numerous to be included in a
single book. Yet, it is enough honor for us that we have referred to a
few phrases in this regard.

We believe that a Muslim should only describe Allah and name
Him with the attributes and names He Almighty declared for Himself
or the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
declared for Him; and that he should negate from his Lord what He
negated from Himself or the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) negated from Him. Beyond that, he should
remain silent.

We believe in these names and attributes as intended by our Lord
and by our Prophet, and we know that their realities are not realized
or grasped by people. Moreover, we should not pretend to know
their very nature, as Allah Almighty commanded His Prophet (May
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) to say:
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{NOR DO | PRETEND TO BE WHAT | AM NOT.} [SURAT SAD: 86] Likewise,
some types of bliss in Paradise, which are mentioned in the Qur'an
and the Sunnah, share the same names with forms of bliss in this
life, yet the difference between the two is too big to be grasped by
people's minds. So, if we believe in the bliss of Paradise, even
though we did not see it or know its reality and nature, indeed Allah
Almighty is far exalted above any similitude to human beings for the
mere reason of sharing some attributes and names. We do not have
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to negate from Allah Almighty these names and attributes because
of such homonymy. This is the view adopted by the leading scholars
of guidance and knowledge, one after another. For example, lbn Abi
Zamanayn said: "These are the attributes of our Lord with which He
describes Himself in His Book and His Prophet (May Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon him) described Him. Nothing of them
specifies, likens, or measures Him. Glory be to the One like Whom
there is nothing, and He is the All-Hearing, All-Seeing. Eyes did not
see Him so that they could know His essence, yet hearts did see Him
as a truth of faith." [Usdl As-Sunnah for Ibn Abi Zamanayn (74)]
‘Abdur-Rahman ibn al-Qasim said: "No one should describe Allah
Almighty except with what He describes Himself with in the Qur'an
or liken His Hands or Face to anything else. Rather, we should say:
He has two Hands, as He describes Himself in the Qur'an, and has a
Face, as He describes Himself in the Qur'an. Thus, we should stick to
what He describes Himself with in the Book. Indeed, none is equal
or similar to Allah, Exalted be He. But He is Allah, there is none
worthy of worship except Him, as He describes Himself. His two
Hands are extended, as He describes them:
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{ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION, THE WHOLE EARTH WILL BE IN HIS GRIP, AND
THE HEAVENS WILL BE ROLLED UP IN HiS RIGHT HAND.} [SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 67]
As He describes Himself." [Ustl As-Sunnah, by lbn Abi Zamanayn
(75)] I'mam Al-Humaydi (May Allah have mercy upon him) said: "As
for what is mentioned in the Qur’an and the Sunnah, like:

[64 58] & aeudl Ed8 30 &7 5 3 550l 0B 5
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{THE JEws sAY: "ALLAH’S HAND IS RESTRAINED." THEIR HANDS HAVE BEEN
RESTRAINED.} [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 64] And like:

“aiasiy 5 glan T Ll 535 B U G T B R 158 ey
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{AND THE HEAVENS WILL BE ROLLED UP IN HISs RIGHT HAND.} [SURAT Az-
ZUMAR: 67] We should not add anything to it or try to interpret it.
Rather, we should stop at the limit set by the Qur’an and the
Sunnah." [Al-‘Uluw Lil ‘Alyy Al-‘Azhim, by Adh-Dhahabi (168)] Imam
Ahmad said: "We worship Allah along with His attributes with which
He described Himself... We should stick to the Qur'an and the
Hadiths in this respect and say as He said and describe Him as He
described Himself - not going beyond that. We believe in the Qur'an,
all of it, with its specific and ambiguous verses, and do not negate
from our Lord, Exalted be He, any of His attributes, or negate
anything He described Himself with, like speaking, descending, and
meeting privately with His servant on the Day of Judgment and
placing His veil upon him. All of this indicates that Allah will be seen
in the Hereafter. Yet, specification here is a religious innovation. We
should submit to Allah and obey His command. Allah Almighty is
Speaking, Knowing, Forgiving, the Knower of the unseen and the
Visible. These are attributes of Allah with which He described
Himself; so, they should not be rejected or denied. He, Exalted be
He, says:
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{ALLAH: NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM, THE EVER-LIVING,
ALL-SUSTAINING.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 255]
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{HE 1S ALLAH; NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM, THE
SOVEREIGN, THE MOST HoLY, THE MOST PERFECT, THE GRANTER OF SECURITY,
THE WATCHER OVER ALL, THE ALL-MIGHTY, THE COMPELLER, THE SUPREME.}
[SURAT AL-HASHR: 23] These are the attributes and names of Allah."
[Al-Ibanah Al-Kubra, by Ibn Battah (7/326)] When asked about the
attributes of the Almighty Lord, Imam Qiwam as-Sunnah Abu al-
Qasim said: "Malik, Ath-Thawri, Al-Awza‘i, Hammad ibn Salamah,
Hammad ibn Zayd, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Yahya ibn Sa‘ld, ‘Abdur-
Rahman ibn Mahdi, and Is'haq ibn Rahwayh held the view that the
attributes of Allah with which He described Himself or the
Messenger described Him, such as hearing, seeing, the face, and the
two hands, should be taken as they outwardly and famously are,
without trying to know their nature, interpreting them, or likening
them to anything else." [Al-‘Uluw Lil ‘Alyy Al-‘Azhim, by Adh-
Dhahabi (2/459)] He also said: "I here mention - with Allah's help -
some of our earlier scholars who addressed these meanings,
including Abu ‘Abdullah Sufyan ibn Sa‘ld ibn Masriqg ath-Thawri,
who revealed his belief and approach in the Sunnah in a number of
places, and he dictated them to Shu‘ayb ibn Harb; they also include
Abu Muhammad Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah al-Hilali, who demonstrated
his belief when he was asked about it, as reported by Muhammad
ibn Is'haqg ath-Thaqafi; one of them is Abu ‘Amr ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn
‘Amr al-Awza‘i, the Imam of the people of the Levant, who
proclaimed his belief during his era, and it was reported by lbn
Is'haq al-Fazari; and they include ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn ‘Abdullah ibn
al-Mubarak, the Imam of Khorasan, Al-Fudayl ibn ‘lyad, Waki‘ ibn al-
Jarrah, Yasuf ibn Asbat, who demonstrated their belief and
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approach in the Sunan; they also include Shurayk ibn ‘Abdullah an-
Nakha‘i, Yahya ibn Sa‘ld al-Qattan, Abu Is'haqg al-Fazari, and Abu
‘Abdullah Malik ibn Anas al-Asbahi al-Madani, the Imam of Dar al-
Hijrah and the Scholar of the Two Sacred Mosques, who proclaimed
his belief in the chapter on Faith and the Qur’an; they include Abu
‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn Idris ash-Shafi‘i al-Matlabi, the chief
scholar of his time, Abu ‘Ubayd al-Qasim ibn Sallam, An-Nadr ibn
Shumayl, and Abu Ya‘qub Yusuf ibn Yahya al-Buwaiti, one of Ash-
Shafi‘i's students, who proclaimed his belief when the tribulation
occurred in relation to the Qur’an; among them is Abu ‘Abdullah
Ahmad ibn Hanbal, the chief scholar of Hadith at his time. Abu
Ahmad ibn Abi Usamah al-Qurashi al-Harawi was among the best
scholars of Khorasan at his time; proclaiming his belief, he said:
'Whoever is endowed by Allah with the knowledge of guidance and
honor about the Sunnah among the remaining scholars at the latter
times should follow the example of the past predecessors; our
approach and the approach of our leading scholars of Hadith and
tradition is to say that Allah Almighty is One, and He has no partner,
opponent, equal, or rival; He is One God and the Eternal Refuge; He
has taken no wife or son and He shares His rule with no one."" [Al-
Hujjah Fi Bayan Al-Mahajjah (2/508)] He (May Allah have mercy
upon him) also said: "The right approach with regard to Allah's
attributes is to believe in them without discussing them, and to let
them pass as the predecessors did - without likening or
interpretation." [At-Targhib Wa At-Tarhib, by Qiwam As-Sunnah
(1/253)] Ibn Qutaybah (May Allah have mercy upon him) said: "The
right view with regard to these reports - i.e. the reports on Allah's
attributes - is to believe in the authentic among them, which are
transmitted by trustworthy narrators. So, we believe in seeing Him,
that He revealed Himself, that He wonders, that He descends to the
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heaven of the world, that He rose over the Throne, and in His
Essence and two Hands, without speaking about the very nature of
this, putting a limit thereto, or determining what is not mentioned
on the basis of what is mentioned. We hope that by this view and
approach, we are on the path of salvation, Allah Willing." [Al-Ikhtilaf
Fi Al-Lafzh Wa Ar-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah, by lbn Qutaybah (53)] Az-
Zuhri said: "Allah is to clarify, the Prophet is to convey, and we are
to submit." [Al-Hujjah Fi Bayan Al-Mahajjah (2/512), and Sharh As-
Sunnah, by Al-Baghawi (1/171)]

Book of the Belief in the Angels
Abstract

We believe in the angels and know with certainty that belief in
them is the second among the pillars of faith.

Belief in the angels comprises a number of aspects:
First: Belief in their existence.

Second: Giving them their due status and affirm that they are
servants of Allah and part of His creation like humankind and jinn;
and they are subject to Allah's commands and accountable to Him;
they have no power to do anything except what Allah enables them
to; they can die, but Allah Almighty gave them a long term of life
and will not cause them to die before they reach their appointed
term; they should not be given any description leading to being
associated as partners with Allah, Exalted be He, and should not be
called upon as gods, as the polytheists used to do.
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Third: Acknowledging that the angels include messengers whom
Allah Almighty sends to whomever He wills from among humankind,
and He may send them to one another. We should also
acknowledge that they include the bearers of the Throne, angels
who stand lined up in rows, gatekeepers of Paradise, gatekeepers of
Hellfire, scribes who record people's deeds, and angels who direct
the clouds. The Qur’an mentions all of this, or most of it. [Shu‘ab Al-
Iman (1/296)]

Fourth: Believing in angels both as a whole and individually. We
believe in the existence of angels as a whole, and we also
specifically believe in those angels whose names, traits, and actions
are reported to us in the Qur’an and the Sunnah.

We believe in those of them we know and those we do not know,
and we believe in their tasks and traits. We are aware that what we
do not know about their numbers, actions, and traits is more than
what we know. However, we believe in all this, as we are informed
by the Almighty Lord and His Messenger (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him), without trying to know their very nature,
rejecting it based on our limited minds, imagining it through our
opinions, or interpreting it by our personal reasoning. Rather, we
say: We believe and submit!

We believe that Allah Almighty created the angels from light. So,
they are among Allah's creation. He created them in a specific form
whose reality is known to Him alone. They are devout servants,
whom Allah, the Exalted, created to worship Him and carry out His
commands. They worship Him and never disdain to do so.

Their acts of worship include glorification of Allah, prostration,
fear and apprehension of their Lord. In spite of their earnest
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worship of Allah Almighty, they are severely fearful of Him. Among
their worship is that they show loyalty and love for the sake of Allah,
Exalted be He.

We believe that Allah Almighty created them in a specific form
only known to Him, the Creator.

We believe that Allah, Glorified be He, created them with wings
and allowed them to come to the prophets and messengers (peace
be upon them) in human form. Those polytheists who claimed that
the angels are the daughters of Allah are declared liars by the
Almighty Creator.

We believe that angels do not eat or drink, for they have no
desires, and they are characterized by modesty and get hurt by the
same things that hurt humans.

We believe that Allah Almighty created in them such tremendous
power and strength that He alone encompasses, and they are too
numerous to be counted, except by the One Who created them.

We believe that Allah, the Exalted, honored them and assigned
them with various sublime tasks, the most noble of which is to be a
messenger between Allah and His servants, conveying the
revelation to them. The angel tasked with bringing down the
revelation to the prophets and messengers of Allah is Jibril (peace
be upon him). Allah Almighty may also send them to people other
than the prophets as an affliction and test.

Among their tasks is bearing the Throne, writing down the destiny,
taking care of wombs and their contents, in terms of creation,
forming, and breathing of life, taking away people's life, breathing
life into bodies in this world and in the Hereafter, conducting Jihad
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along with the believers, supplicating for the believers and seeking
Allah's forgiveness for them, witnessing the believers' worship,
raising their good words, and conveying their news to the Almighty
Lord, though He is the All-Aware, All-Knowing, and He does not
need anyone to tell Him.

Their tasks also include coming down to earth on occasions of
worship, such as Fridays, the day of ‘Arafah, and the Night of Al-
Qadr.

One of their tasks is to convey to the Prophet (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) his Ummah's invocations of Allah's
blessings upon him.

Among their tasks is to protect people, record their good and bad
deeds, guard Madinah from the Anti-Christ, question the dead in
the grave, give glad tidings to the believers at the time of death
about their great attainment, receive them in the Hereafter, and
enter their places through the gates of Paradise. They will be with
Allah Almighty on the Day of Judgment, rank after rank.

Among them is the gatekeeper of Paradise and the gatekeeper of
Hellfire.

We believe that Allah Almighty created angels with different ranks
and positions. Angels of the highest status are lJibril, Mika’ll, and
Israfil, and the noblest among them include the bearers of the
Throne and also those angels who took part in the battle of Badr. In
every heaven there are angels whose number is only known to
Allah, Exalted be He. Each of them has a known station, and some of
them are particularly brought close to their Lord.
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Chapter on the Obligation of Belief in the
Angels

We believe in angels and know with certainty that belief in them is
the second among the pillars of faith. Allah Almighty says:
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{THE MESSENGER BELIEVES IN WHAT HAS BEEN SENT DOWN TO HIM FROM HIS
LORD, AS DO THE BELIEVERS. ALL OF THEM BELIEVE IN ALLAH, HIS ANGELS, HIs
BOOKS, AND HIS MESSENGERS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 285] He, Exalted be
He, also says:
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{IT 1S NOT RIGHTEOUSNESS TO TURN YOUR FACES TOWARDS THE EAST OR THE
WEST, BUT RIGHTEOUSNESS IS TO BELIEVE IN ALLAH, THE LAST DAY, THE ANGELS,
THE SCRIPTURES, AND THE PROPHETS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 177] Abu
Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger
of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) came out to
people one day, and someone came to him and said: "O Messenger
of Allah, what is faith?" He replied: "To believe in Allah, His angels,
His book, the meeting with Him, and His messengers, and believe in
the Resurrection in the Afterlife." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4777),
Muslim (9), and lbn Majah (64)] Al-Bayhaqi (May Allah have mercy
upon him) said: "Belief in angels has various aspects, one of which is
to believe in their existence, and another one is to give them their
due status and affirm that they are servants of Allah and part of His
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creation like humankind and jinn; and they are subject to Allah's
commands and accountable to Him; they have no power to do
anything except what Allah enables them to; they can die, but Allah
Almighty gave them a long term of life and will not cause them to
die before they reach their appointed term; they should not be
given any description leading to being associated as partners with
Allah, Exalted be He, and should not be called upon as gods, as the
earlier people used to do. (By the earlier people, they mean
philosophers). The third aspect is to acknowledge that the angels
include messengers whom Allah Almighty sends to whomever He
wills from among humankind, and He may send them to one
another. We should also acknowledge that they include the bearers
of the Throne, angels who stand lined up in rows, gatekeepers for
Paradise, gatekeepers for Hellfire, scribes who record people's
deeds, and angels who direct the clouds. The Qur'an mentions all of
this, or most of it." [Shu‘ab Al-Iman (1/296)]

So, Al-Bayhaqgi mentioned three aspects of belief in angels.

The fourth aspect is to believe in angels both as a whole and
individually. We believe in the existence of angels as a whole, and
we also specifically believe in those angels whose names, traits, and
actions are reported to us in the Qur’an or the Sunnah.

We are aware that what we do not know about their numbers,
actions, and traits is more than what we know. However, we believe
in all this, as we are informed by the Almighty Lord and His
Messenger (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him), without
trying to know their very nature, rejecting it based on our limited
minds, imagining it through our opinions, or interpreting it by our
personal reasoning. Rather, we say: We believe and submit!
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Chapter on the Creation of Angels and their
Vast Numbers and Traits

We believe that Allah Almighty created angels from light. The
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Angels
were created from light." [Narrated by Muslim (2996)] They are
among Allah's creation whom He created in a specific form. They are
neither mere souls, nor mere powers. But they are a realm of the
unseen and devout servants whom Allah, the Exalted, created to
worship Him and carry out His commands. They worship Him and
never disdain to do so. Among their acts of worship is glorification
of Allah Almighty, prostration, fear and apprehension of their Lord.
Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{THEY NEVER DISOBEY WHATEVER ALLAH COMMANDS AND DO WHATEVER THEY
ARE COMMANDED. } [SURAT AT-TAHRIM: 6] He Almighty also says:
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{To ALLAH PROSTRATES ALL THAT IS IN THE HEAVENS AND ON EARTH OF LIVING
THINGS, AND SO DO THE ANGELS; AND THEY DO NOT SHOW ARROGANCE.} [SURAT
AN-NAHL: 49] And He, Glorified be He, says:
[75 e 0] 4. g5 935 G sA%d (a0l 038 (e Gudla AT 5 85

{YOU WILL SEE THE ANGELS SURROUNDING THE THRONE, GLORIFYING THEIR
LORD WITH HIs PRAISE.} [SURAT AzZ-ZUMAR: 75] In spite of their earnest
worship, they are extremely fearful of the Almighty Lord Who says:
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{THEY FEAR THEIR LORD ABOVE THEM, AND THEY DO WHAT THEY ARE
COMMANDED.} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 50] Among their worship is that they
show loyalty and love for the sake of Allah, Exalted be He. The
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "If
Allah loves a servant, He calls Jibril and says: ‘Verily, Allah loves so-
and-so; so love him.” So, Jibril loves him and calls the inhabitants of
the heavens: ‘Verily, Allah loves so-and-so; so love him.” So, the
inhabitants of the heavens love him, and then he is granted
acceptance on earth." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3209), Muslim
(2637), and At-Tirmidhi (3161)] They also show animosity and
hatred for the sake of Allah, feel angry if Allah's prohibitions are
violated, and curse those cursed by Allah Almighty. Our Lord says:
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{THOSE WHO DISBELIEVE AND DIE AS DISBELIEVERS ARE CURSED BY ALLAH AND
THE ANGELS, AND BY ALL PEOPLE.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 161] The Messenger
of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Angels
do not enter a house where there are statues or images." [Narrated
by Muslim (2112)] We believe that Allah Almighty created them in a
specific form only known to Him, the Creator. Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah
(May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "I have been permitted to
tell about one of Allah’s angels who bear the Throne; the distance
between the lobe of his ear and his shoulder is a journey of seven
hundred years." [Narrated by Abu Dawid (4727), Ibn Tahman in his
Mashyakhah (21), At-Tabarani in Al-Awsat (1709), Abu ash-Shaykh in



Al-‘Azhamah (313)] We believe that Allah Almighty created them
with wings. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{IT 1s HE WHO MADE THE ANGELS MESSENGERS WITH TWO, THREE, OR FOUR
WINGS. HE INCREASES IN CREATION WHATEVER HE WILLS.} [SURAT FATIR: 1]
‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘dGd (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
Muhammad (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) saw
Jibril with six hundred wings. [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4857),
Muslim (174), and At-Tirmidhi (3277)] We believe that they have
hearts. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{UNTIL WHEN THEIR HEARTS ARE RELIEVED OF DREAD, THEY WILL SAY [TO THE
ANGELS]: "WHAT DID YOUR LORD JUST SAY?" THEY WILL SAY: "THE TRUTH, AND
HE 1S THE MosT HIGH, MosT GREAT."} [SURAT SABA’: 23] They were
permitted to come to the prophets and messengers (peace be upon
them) in human form. For example, they went to lbrahim and Lt
(peace be upon them) in the form of unknown guests. About this,
Allah Almighty says:
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{HAS THERE COME TO YOU THE STORY OF ABRAHAM’S HONORED GUESTS?
WHEN THEY CAME TO HIM AND SAID, 'PEACE."' HE sAID: "UPON YOU BE PEACE."
[SAYING TO HIMSELF] "UNKNOWN PEOPLE!"} [SURAT ADH-DHARIYAT: 24-25]
Allah Almighty also says:
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{WHEN OUR ANGEL-MESSENGERS CAME TO LOT, HE WAS PERTURBED AND FELT
TROUBLED ON THEIR ACCOUNT, AND SAID: "THIS IS A DISTRESSING DAY."} [SURAT
HOD: 77] And Jibril (peace be upon him) came to Mariyam (peace be
upon her) in such a form that she did not recognize him at first.
Allah, Glorified be He, says:
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{SHE SCREENED HERSELF FROM THEM, THEN WE SENT TO HER OUR SPIRIT
[GABRIEL] AND HE APPEARED BEFORE HER IN THE FORM OF A PERFECT HUMAN
BEING. SHE SAID: "| SEEK REFUGE IN THE MIOST COMPASSIONATE FROM YOU; [DO
NOT APPROACH ME] IF YOU FEAR ALLAH." HE SAID: "| AM ONLY A MESSENGER
FROM YOUR LORD."} [SURAT MARYAM: 17-19] Ibn ‘Umar (May Allah be
pleased with him) said: "Jibril (peace be upon him) used to come to
the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) in the
form of Dihyah." [Narrated by Ahmad (5857), Muhammad ibn Nasr
al-Marizi in Ta‘zhim Qadr As-Salah (372), and Ibn Battah in Al-
Ibanah (831)] We believe that angels do not eat or drink, for they
have no desires. Hence, when they visited lbrahim (peace be upon
him) and he served food to them, they did not eat. Informing about
this, Allah Almighty says:
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{THEN HE WENT QUICKLY TO HIS HOUSEHOLD, AND CAME WITH A FAT [ROASTED]
CALF, AND PLACED IT BEFORE THEM AND SAID: "WILL YOU NOT EAT?" [THEY DID
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NOT EAT] SO, HE GREW FEARFUL OF THEM. THEY SAID, "DO NOT BE AFRAID,” AND
GAVE HIM GLAD TIDINGS OF A KNOWLEDGEABLE SON.} [SURAT ADH-DHARIYAT: 26-
28] And we believe that they are characterized by modesty. The
Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"Should | not show modesty to a man to whom the angels show
modesty?" [Narrated by Muslim (2401)] And they get hurt by the
same things that hurt humans. The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "He who eats of this (offensive) plant,
i.e. garlic - and sometimes he said: He who eats onion, garlic, and
leeks - should not approach our mosque, for the angels get hurt by
the things that hurt the children of Adam." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(854), Muslim (564) and this is his wording, Abu Dawid (3822), At-
Tirmidhi (1806), An-Nasa’i (707), and lbn Majah (3365)] We believe
that Allah Almighty created in them such tremendous power and
strength that He alone encompasses. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{EXTREMELY POWERFUL, HIGHLY REVERED WITH THE LORD OF THE THRONE.}
[SURAT AT-TAKWIR: 20] Allah Almighty also says:

i *‘/1 T8 7o T4 2 & PR e L, s %o L0 - &1
AT T TR PtA FEE A B PR N < s 1T > L sl e _ IV PR
Lle a&ila gile $5aalls T 3 5150 28AT 5 &0 158 T shale dll gl
[6 e ] T30 % e Oy slais b 5l La il (52 ¥ 313
{AND IT [THE FIRE] IS OVERSEEN BY RIGOROUS AND STERN ANGELS, WHO NEVER
DISOBEY WHATEVER ALLAH COMMANDS AND DO WHATEVER THEY ARE
COMMANDED.} [SURAT AT-TAHRIM: 6] Allah Almighty sent an angel to the

towns of the people of Lit, numbering seven towns, and he turned
them upside down. Allah, Glorified be He, says:
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{WHEN OUR COMMAND CAME, WE TURNED THEIR CITIES UPSIDE DOWN AND
RAINED DOWN UPON THEM CLUSTERED STONES OF BAKED CLAY.} [SURAT HOD: 82]
We believe that the angels are too numerous to be counted, except
by the One Who created them. The Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Then | was shown Al-Bayt Al-Ma‘mur
(the most frequented house). | asked Jibril about it and he said: 'This
is Al-Bayt Al-Ma‘mur where 70,000 angels perform prayers daily and
when they leave, they never return to it."" [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(3207), Muslim (164), At-Tirmidhi (3346), and An-Nasa’i (448)] Abu
Dharr (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of
Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Indeed, |
see what you do not see, and | hear what you do not hear. The
heaven squeaked, and it has the right to squeak. There is no spot
the size of four fingers except that there is an angel placing his
forehead in it, prostrating to Allah." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (2312),
Ibn Majah (4190), lbn Abi Shaybah (27044), Ahmad (21516), and Al-
Bazzar (3924, 3925)] The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) also said: "Hellfire will be brought on that Day with
seventy thousand bridles, and each bridle will be dragged by
seventy thousand angels." [Narrated by Muslim (2842) and At-
Tirmidhi (2573)] The polytheists claimed that the angels are the
daughters of Allah Almighty. Showing their lie, Allah, the Exalted,
says:
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{OR DID WE CREATE THE ANGELS AS FEMALES WHILE THEY WERE WATCHING ?}
[SURAT As-SAFFAT: 150] Responding to them, our Lord also says:
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{HAS YOUR LORD FAVORED YOU WITH SONS AND HAS TAKEN FOR HIMSELF
ANGELS AS DAUGHTERS? YOU ARE INDEED MAKING A MONSTROUS CLAIM.} [SURAT
AL-ISRA’: 40]



Chapter on the Actions of the Angels

We believe that Allah, the Exalted, honored them and assigned
them with various sublime tasks, the most noble of which is to be a
messenger between Allah and His servants, conveying the
revelation to them. The angel tasked with bringing down the
revelation to the prophets and messengers of Allah is Jibril (peace
be upon him). Allah Almighty says:
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{SAY: "THIS HAS BEEN BROUGHT DOWN BY THE HOLY SPIRIT FROM YOUR LORD
WITH THE TRUTH."} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 102] Allah Almighty also says:
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{THIS IS INDEED A REVELATION FROM THE LORD OF THE WORLDS, WHICH THE
TRUSTWORTHY SPIRIT [GABRIEL] HAS BROUGHT DOWN TO YOUR HEART [O
PROPHET] SO THAT YOU MAY BE ONE OF THE WARNERS, IN CLEAR ARABIC
LANGUAGE.} [SURAT ASH-SHU‘ARA’: 192-195] Allah Almighty may also
send them to people other than the prophets as an trial and test. An
example is the three persons from the children of Israel. ‘Abdur-
Rahman ibn Abi ‘Amrah related that Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be
pleased with him) related to him that he heard the Messenger of
Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) say: "There
were three persons from among the children of Israel - a leper, a
blind [man], and a bald man - whom Allah Almighty willed to test.
So, he sent them an angel who came to the leper and said: 'What
thing do you like most?' He replied: 'Good color and good skin, for
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the people have a strong aversion to me.' The angel touched him
and his illness was cured, and he was given a good color and
beautiful skin. The angel asked him: 'What kind of property do you
like best?' He replied: 'Camels (or cows).' (The narrator doubted, for
either the leper or the bald man demanded camels and the other
demanded cows). So, he was given a pregnant she-camel, and the
angel said: 'May Allah bless it for you.' The angel then went to the
bald man and said: 'What thing do you like most?' He said: 'l like
good hair and wish to be cured of this disease, for the people feel
repulsion for me.' The angel touched him and his illness was cured,
and he was given good hair. The angel asked: '"What kind of property
do you like best?' He replied: 'Cows.' The angel gave him a pregnant
cow and said: 'May Allah bless it for you." The angel went to the
blind man and asked: 'What thing do you like best?' He said: '(l like)
that Allah may restore my eyesight to me so that | may see people.'
The angel touched his eyes and Allah gave him back his eyesight.
The angel asked him: 'What kind of property do you like best?' He
replied: 'Sheep.' The angel gave him a pregnant sheep. Afterwards,
all the three pregnant animals gave birth to young ones, and
multiplied and brought forth so much that one of the (three) men
had a herd of camels filling a valley, and one had a herd of cows
filling a valley, and one had a flock of sheep filling a valley. Then, the
angel, disguised in the shape and appearance of a leper, went to the
leper and said: 'l am a poor man, who has lost all means of
livelihood while on a journey. So, none will satisfy my need except
Allah and then you. In the name of the One Who has given you such
a nice color and beautiful skin, and so much property, | ask you to
give me a camel so that | may reach my destination." The man
replied: 'l have many obligations.' The angel said: 'l think | know you;
were you not a leper to whom the people had a strong aversion?
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Weren't you a poor man, and then Allah gave you (all this
property).' He replied: 'l got this property through inheritance from
my forefathers.' The angel said: 'lIf you are telling a lie, then may
Allah make you as you were before.' Then, the angel, disguised in
the shape and appearance of a bald man, went to the bald man and
said to him the same as he told the first one, and he too answered
the same as the first one did. The angel said: 'If you are telling a lie,
then may Allah make you as you were before.' The angel, disguised
in the shape of a blind man, went to the blind man and said: 'l am a
poor man and a traveler, whose means of livelihood have been
exhausted while on a journey. | have nobody to help me except
Allah, and then you. | ask you in the name of the One Who has given
you back your eyesight to give me a sheep, so that | may complete
my journey with it." The man said: 'No doubt, | was blind and Allah
gave me back my eyesight; | was poor and Allah made me rich; so
take anything you wish from my property. By Allah, | will not stop
you from taking anything of my property which you may take for
Allah's sake.' The angel replied: 'Keep your property with you. You
have been tested, and Allah is pleased with you and angry with your
two companions." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3464) and Muslim
(2964)] Among the angels, there are the bearers of the Throne.
Allah, Exalted and Glorified be He, says:
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{WITH THE ANGELS ON ALL ITS SIDES, AND ON THAT DAY, EIGHT [MIGHTY
ANGELS] WILL BEAR THE THRONE OF YOUR LORD ABOVE THEM.} [SURAT AL-
HAQQAH: 17] Among their tasks is writing down destiny. The Prophet
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The creation of
one of you starts in the womb of his mother within forty days. Then
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he becomes a clot of blood for a similar period and then he
becomes like a piece of flesh for a similar period. Then Allah sends
an angel, who is ordered to write four things: his deeds, his
sustenance, his life span, and whether he will be wretched or
blissful." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3208), Muslim (2643), Abu Dawud
(4708), At-Tirmidhi (2137), and Ibn Majah (76)] Among their tasks is
taking charge of the wombs and their contents, in terms of creating,
forming, and breathing life. The Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "When forty-two nights pass after the
semen gets into the womb, Allah sends an angel and he gives it
shape. Then, he creates its sense of hearing, its eyesight, its skin, its
flesh, and its bones, and then says: 'My Lord, will he be male or
female?' And your Lord decides as He wishes and the angel writes it
down. Then, he says: 'My Lord, what about his age?' And your Lord
decides as He wishes and the angel writes it down." [Narrated by
Muslim (2645)] Anas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Allah
has appointed an angel in charge of the womb, and the angel says:
‘O Lord, a sperm drop! O Lord, a clot! O Lord, a piece of flesh.” Then,
when Allah wills to complete its creation, the angel asks: ‘O Lord, a
male or female? Wretched or blissful? How much will his
sustenance be? How long will he live?” All that is written while the
fetus is still in its mother’s womb." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6595)
and Muslim (2646)] Among their tasks is to take people's souls.
Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{UNTIL WHEN DEATH APPROACHES ONE OF YOU, OUR IMIESSENGERS (THE ANGEL
OF DEATH AND HIS ASSISTANTS) TAKE HIS SOUL, AND THEY NEVER NEGLECT THEIR
DUTY.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 61] Allah Almighty also says:
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{HOwW WILL THEY FEEL WHEN THE ANGELS TAKE THEIR SOULS, STRIKING THEIR
FACES AND THEIR BACKS?} [SURAT MUHAMMAD: 27].And of their tasks is to
breathe life into the bodies in this worldly life and in the Hereafter.
The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"The creation of one of you starts in the womb of his mother within
forty days. Then he becomes a clot of blood for a similar period and
then he becomes like a piece of flesh for a similar period. Then Allah
sends an angel, who is ordered to write four things: his deeds, his
sustenance, his life span, and whether he will be wretched or
blissful." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3208), Muslim (2643), Abu Dawud
(4708), At-Tirmidhi (2137), and Ibn Majah (76)] Allah Almighty says:
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{THEN IT WILL BE BLOWN AGAIN, AND AT ONCE THEY WILL BE STANDING,
LOOKING ON.} [SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 68] Their tasks also include conducting
jihad along with the believers and making them firm in the
battlefields, and also in the struggle of life. Allah, Exalted be He,
says:
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{[REMEMBER] WHEN YOUR LORD INSPIRED THE ANGELS: "I AM WITH YOU, SO
MAKE FIRM THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BELIEVE. | WILL CAST TERROR INTO THE
HEARTS OF THOSE WHO DISBELIEVE. SO STRIKE THEIR NECKS AND STRIKE ALL THEIR
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LIMBS."} [SURAT AL-ANFAL: 12] The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The devil draws near to
man, and so does the angel. The devil’s approach consists of
promises of what is evil and denial of what is true; whereas the
angel’s approach consists of promises of what is good and
confirmation of what is true. When anyone experiences the latter,
let him know that it comes from Allah and let him praise Allah; but if
he experiences the other, let him seek refuge in Allah from the
accursed devil." Then, he recited {Satan threatens you with poverty
and orders you to commit shameful acts.}" [Surat al-Baqarah: 268]
[Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (2988), Ibn al-Mubarak in Az-Zuhd (1435),
Ahmad in Az-Zuhd (854), and Abu Dawud in Az-Zuhd (164)] Among
their tasks is supplicating for the believers and asking Allah's
forgiveness for them. The Almighty Lord says:
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{THOSE [ANGELS] WHO BEAR THE THRONE AND THOSE AROUND IT GLORIFY THEIR
LORD WITH HIS PRAISE AND BELIEVE IN HIM, AND SEEK FORGIVENESS FOR THOSE
WHO BELIEVE, [SAYING]: "OUR LORD, YOUR MERCY AND KNOWLEDGE ENCOMPASS
EVERYTHING, SO FORGIVE THOSE WHO REPENT AND FOLLOW YOUR WAY, AND
PROTECT THEM FROM THE PUNISHMENT OF THE BLAZING FIRE."} [SURAT GHAFIR:
7] Their tasks include witnessing the acts of worship performed by
the believers on good occasions and virtuous times - such as Fridays,
the day of ‘Arafah, the night of Qadr, and the Fajr and ‘Asr prayers -
and raising their good words, and conveying their news to the
Almighty Lord, though He is the All-Aware, All-Knowing, and He does
not need anyone to tell Him. Allah, Blessed and Exalted be He, says:
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{AND THE RECITATION OF DAWN [PRAYER], FOR THE RECITATION OF DAWN IS
EVER WITNESSED [BY THE ANGLES].} [SURAT AL-ISRA": 78] Allah Almighty also
says:
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{ON THAT NIGHT THE ANGELS AND THE SPIRIT [GABRIEL] DESCEND BY THEIR
LORD’S PERMISSION WITH ALL DECREES.} [SURAT AL-QADR: 4] And the Prophet
(May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Angels take
turns among you by night and by day, and they all assemble at the
Fajr and ‘Asr prayers. Then those angels who spend the night among
you ascend, their Lord asks them, although He knows best about
them: 'How did you leave My servants?' They say: 'We left them
while they were praying and we came to them while they were
praying."" [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (555), Muslim (632), and An-
Nasa’i (485)] The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him) also said: “Allah has some angels who wander around the
roads and paths looking for the people of dhikr. When they find
some people remembering Allah, they call each other saying: ‘Come
to the object of your pursuit.” Then, the angels encircle them with
their wings up to the lowest heaven." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(6408) and Muslim (2689)] Moreover, the angels witness the
occasions of faith, like the Fridays, the day of ‘Arafah, and the night
of Qadr. The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "And when the imam comes out, the angels attend to listen to
dhikr." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (881), Muslim (850), Abu Dawud
(351), At-Tirmidhi (499), and An-Nasa’i (1388)] One of their tasks is
to convey to the Prophet his Ummah's invocations of Allah's
blessings upon him. The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings
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be upon him) said: "And invoke Allah's blessings upon me, for your
invocations of Allah's blessings upon me reach me wherever you
are." [Narrated by Abu Dawud (204), Ahmad (8804), At-Tabarani in
Al-Awsat (8030), and Al-Bayhagi in Ash-Shu‘ab (3865)] In another
Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Allah has angels traveling around on earth conveying to me
the greetings of my Ummah." [Narrated by An-Nasad’i (1282),
‘Abdur-Razzaq (3116), Ibn Abi Shaybah in Al-Musannaf (8797) and in
Al-Musnad (269), and Ahmad (3666)] Another of their tasks is to
protect the children of Adam. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{FOR EACH PERSON THERE ARE MU‘AQQIBAT (SUCCESSIVE ANGELS) IN FRONT OF
HIM AND BEHIND HIM, GUARDING HIM BY THE COMMAND OF ALLAH.} [SURAT AR-
RA‘D: 11] “Ali ibn Abi Talhah related that Ibn ‘Abbas (May Allah be
pleased with him) said: "Mu‘aqgibat: They belong to Allah's
command. They are the angels." [Narrated by At-Tabari in At-Tafsir
(13/463) and Ibn Abi Hatim in At-Tafsir (12198)] Their tasks include
writing down good deeds and sins. Allah Almighty says:
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{HONORABLE SCRIBES.} [SURAT AL-INFITAR: 11] He Almighty also says:
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{MOREOVER, THERE ARE TWO ANGEL SCRIBES, CONSTANTLY ACCOMPANYING
HIM, ONE ON THE RIGHT, AND THE OTHER ON THE LEFT. NOT A SINGLE WORD HE

UTTERS BUT THERE IS WITH HIM A VIGILANT WATCHER, READY [TO RECORD IT].}
[SURAT QAF: 17-18] And He, Exalted be He, says:
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{AND HE SENDS OVER YOU RECORDING-ANGELS.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 61] Allah
Almighty says about them:
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{DO THEY THINK THAT WE DO NOT HEAR THEIR SECRET TALKS AND PRIVATE
COUNSELS? YES INDEED, AND OUR ANGEL-MESSENGERS ARE WITH THEM
RECORDING EVERYTHING.} [SURAT Az-ZUKHRUF: 80] And the Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Allah says: 'If My
slave intends to do a bad deed, do not write it unless he does it; if
he does it, write it as it is; but if he refrains from doing it for My
sake, write it as a good deed. And if he intends to do a good deed,
but does not do it, write it for him as a good deed, and if he does it,
write it for him as ten times as much, up to seven-hundred times."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7501), Muslim (128), and At-Tirmidhi
(3073)] In another Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "The angels said: 'Lord, this is Your
slave; he wants to do a bad deed - while He is more Aware of him.'
He said: 'Watch him. If he does it, write it for him as it is; yet if he
refrains from doing it, write it for him as a good deed, for he has
only given it up for My sake." [Narrated by Muslim (129)] Among
their tasks is guarding Madinah from the Anti-Christ. The Prophet
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "There are
angels at the entries of Madinah, and neither plague nor the Anti-
Christ will enter it." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1880) and Muslim
(1379)] One of their tasks is to question the dead in the grave. Al-
Barad’ ibn ‘Azib (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Informing
about the condition of a person after he is put in the grave, the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Two



angels come to him and make him sit up. They will say to him: 'Who
is your Lord?' He will say: 'My Lord is Allah.' They will say to him:
'What is your religion?' He will say: 'My religion is Islam?' They will
say to him: 'Who is that man who was sent to you?' He will say: 'He
is the Messenger of Allah." [Narrated by Abu Dawad (4753), An-
Nasa’i (2001), Ibn Majah (1548), At-Tayalsi (789), ‘Abdur-Razzaq
(6737), and lbn Abi Shaybah (12185)] Among their tasks is the work
of the Gatekeeper of Paradise. Anas ibn Malik (May Allah be pleased
with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "I will come to the gate of Paradise on
the Day of Resurrection and will seek its opening. The Gatekeeper
will say: 'Who are you?' | will say: 'Muhammad.' He will say: 'lt is for
you that | have been ordered, and not to open it for anyone before

ou." [Narrated by Muslim (197)] And the work of the Gatekeeper
of Hellfire. Allah Almighty says:
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{THEY WILL CRY OUT: "O MALIK, LET YOUR LORD PUT AN END TO US!” HE WILL
SAY, “YOU ARE HERE TO STAY."} [SURAT AZ-ZUKHRUF: 77] He, Exalted be He,
also says:
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{IT 1S OVERSEEN BY NINETEEN [ANGELS]. AND WE HAVE NOT MADE THE KEEPERS
OF THE FIRE EXCEPT ANGELS.} [SURAT AL-MUDDATHTHIR: 30-31] ‘Abdullah ibn
Mas‘td (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger



of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"Hellfire will be brought on that Day with seventy thousand bridles,
and each bridle will be dragged by seventy thousand angels."

[Narrated by Muslim (2842) and At-Tirmidhi (2573)] [Tafsir Al-
Qurtubi (19/80)]
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Chapter on the Ranks of Angels

We believe that Allah Almighty endowed angels with varying ranks
and positions. He Almighty says:
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{[THE ANGELS SAY]: "THERE IS NONE AMONG US BUT HAS A KNOWN STATION:
WE ARE INDEED THOSE WHO STAND LINED UP IN ROWS."} [SURAT AS-SAFFAT:
164-165] The highest ranked angels are lJibril, Mika’ll, and Israfil.
Hence, the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
supplicated to Allah Almighty by His Lordship of those three angels.
Abu Salamah ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn ‘Awf reported: | asked
‘N’ishah, the Mother of the Believers (peace be upon her): "By what
did the Prophet of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) use to open his prayer when he prayed at night?" She said:
"When he prayed at night, he would open his prayer with: 'O Allah,
Lord of Jibril, Mika’1l, and Israfil; Originator of the heavens and the
earth, Knower of the unseen and the visible; You judge between
Your slaves concerning that over which they used to differ, guide me
through that over which there has been difference concerning the
truth, by Your permission; verily, You guide whomever You will to a
straight path." [Narrated by Muslim (770), Abu Dawud (767), An-
Nasa’i (1625), and Ibn Majah (1357)] Among the noblest of them are
the bearers of the Throne and also those who took part in the battle
of Badr. Mu‘adh ibn Rifa‘ah ibn Rafi‘ related that his father, who had
participated in the battle of Badr, reported: Jibril came to the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and said:
"How do you estimate the people of Badr amongst you?" He said:
"(They are) among the best Muslims." Or he said a similar



statement. Thereupon, he said: "And so are the angels who
participated in Badr." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3992)] Each heaven
comprises numerous angels whose number is only known to Allah
Almighty, and for each of them is a known station. Some of them
are particularly close to the Almighty Creator. Hence, the Prophet
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said about the ascent
of the believer's soul after his death: "They take it up and do not
bring it past a company of angels without them asking: '"Who is this
good soul?' To this, they reply: ‘So and so, the son of so and so,’
using the best of his names by which people used to call him in the
worldly life. Then, they bring him to the lowest heaven and ask that
the gate be opened for him, which will be done. From every heaven
its archangels escort him to the next heaven." [Narrated by Abu
Dawid (3212), An-Nasa’i (2001), Ibn Majah (1548), At-Tayalsi (789),
‘Abdur-Razzaq (6324, 6737), and Ahmad (18534), and this is his
wording]



Book: The Belief in the Scriptures
Abstract

We believe in the scriptures, which are the books Allah Almighty
revealed to His messengers and prophets (peace be upon them).
The books we know of them are the Scrolls of Ibrahim, the Scrolls of
Mdasa, the Torah, the Psalms, the Gospel, and the Qur'an. We
believe in what we know of them and what we do not know.

We believe that all these books are the speech and revelation of
Allah Almighty which He sent down to His messengers (peace be
upon them) through the trustworthy Angel lJibril (peace be upon
him); they comprise the divine laws, information, admonitions, and
commands and prohibitions. Each book, at its time, was the
revelation that should have been adopted and taken as a criterion
by the nation to which it was sent down.

We believe that some of them are better than others. Allah
Almighty wrote the Torah with His own Hand.

We know with certainty that belief in the scriptures is the third
among the pillars of faith. We believe in all of them and are not like
those who believe in some of them and disbelieve in others.

We believe that Allah Almighty did not pledge to preserve the
scriptures preceding the Qur’an; rather, He, Exalted be He, left their
preservation to the people among whom they were revealed.
Hence, they were subject to distortions, loss, and forgetfulness. The
fabricators wrote them and falsely attributed them to Allah, the
Exalted. They wrote and recited these books to further confuse
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people and mislead them into believing that they were revealed by
the Almighty Lord.

We believe that the glorious Qur’an is the greatest, most perfect,
and noblest among the divine books, and it is the last one, which
Jibril (peace be upon him) brought down to Prophet Muhammad's
heart, in a clear Arabic language. Allah Almighty chose for it the
noblest language. This is because Arabic is the most eloquent,
clearest, and broadest of all languages. Thus, Allah, the Exalted,
revealed the noblest Book in the noblest language to the noblest
Messenger through the noblest Angel in the noblest land in the
noblest month of the year, Ramadan. So, it is perfect from all
aspects. The first Qur'anic words revealed by Allah Almighty were:

[ ) Gla 3 et 2 T

{READ IN THE NAME OF YOUR LORD WHO CREATED.} [SURAT AL-‘ALAQ: 1]
Among the last revealed verses is the verse that reads:
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{THIS DAY | HAVE PERFECTED FOR YOU YOUR RELIGION AND COMPLETED MY
FAVOR UPON YOU AND HAVE APPROVED FOR YOU ISLAM AS RELIGION.} [SURAT AL-
MA’IDAH: 3] The Qur'an was sent down to the Messenger of Allah
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) by successive
revelations over the course of his prophethood. It includes Makkan
and Madinan surahs, which amount to 114. The greatest among
them is Surat al-Fatihah; as for Surat al-lkhl3s, it equals one third of
the Qur’an; and the greatest verse is the Verse of Al-Kursi.

245



Allah Almighty praises this noble book, and made it a source of
light, guidance, and mercy for the believers, as well as an
exhortation and a cure for the illnesses of their hearts and bodies.

We believe that this glorious book is the most perfect and most
comprehensive among all divine books and it comprises such
reasoning, proofs, and examples that establish the argument against
mankind until the Day of Judgment. This noble Qur’an contains what
was in the previous divine books, and more. It comprises what
people need, including the fundamentals of faith, laws, arguments,
wisdom, exhortations, and information, and it is at the peak of
eloquence and clarity. One of the strongest proofs that this Qur'an
is the word of Allah is the fact that Prophet Muhammad (May
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) was an unlettered man
who could not read or write; yet, the greatest and most eloquent
book was revealed to him.

We believe that the Qur’an is a dazzling miracle in terms of its
words and meanings, and Allah Almighty challenged all humans and
jinn to produce the like of it, or ten surahs like its surahs, or even
one surah.

We believe that this Qur’an is the word of Allah, which was
revealed by Him, not created, and that it is preserved in people's
chests and written in mus'hafs and recited in mosques. This does
not contradict it being the speech of Allah, the Exalted. His speech is
one of His attributes, and His attributes are not part of the creation,
for if this were the case, they would be subject to the same
circumstances applying to created beings, such as changing and
perishing.
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We believe that Allah has undertaken to preserve the Qur’an and
did not leave that to people. Allah, Exalted be He, made some of its
verses definite and some ambiguous. He Almighty clarifies that the
people of deviation pursue the ambiguous verses of the Qur’an,
while the faithful believe in the Qur’an altogether, with its definite
and ambiguous verses.

Moreover, our Lord made the Qur’an a judge and a criterion over
all previous scriptures. He Almighty states that this book narrates to
us the stories of the past nations and judges between the People of
the Book concerning things over which they differed.

We believe that this noble Qur’an is the word of the Lord of the
worlds, and that it was brought down by the Trustworthy Spirit. This
is common knowledge in Islam, and all Muslims, including the
scholars and the laymen, unanimously agree over this. No one
among them disputes it. Allah Almighty testifies that this Qur’an is
from Him, and so did the angels testify that it is a revelation from an
All-Wise and Praiseworthy Lord. Likewise, the People of the Book
living at the Prophet's time gave a similar testimony, and Allah
Almighty mentions this testimony in His Book. Also, some of the jinn
bore witness that this Qur’an is a revelation from Allah and that it is
consistent with what Mdusa (peace be upon him) came with.
Moreover, the disbelievers of the Quraysh testified that this Qur’an
is not the word of human beings and that it differs from their
speech.

We believe that the divine knowledge, Shar‘i rulings, and noble
ethics contained in the Qur’an are all consistent with people's
natural disposition and the teachings brought by the prophets
(peace be upon them). All the principles and teachings emphasized
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by the Qur'an are the very principles and teachings which were
emphasized and preached by the messengers (peace be upon
them).

The noble Qur’an is consistent with what Allah Almighty wants
from the people and what the people want from their Lord. This is
because Allah is the Creator and He knows the needs of His servants
and what is best for their religion, bodies, property, and homes. He
Almighty gives no command but it serves their best interest and He
lays down no prohibition but it seeks the maximum caution and
protection for them.

And the noble Qur'an accords with reason. Hence, after Allah
Almighty mentions the main prohibitions in Surat al-An‘am, He
concludes them with the phrase: {so that you may understand.}

The proofs offered by the noble Qur’an are very eloquent, cogent,
and clear, as they are easily understandable to everyone. No one
can refute or reject them. This does not apply to any human speech.
Moreover, its proofs cannot, by any means, lead to falsehood.

The noble Quran is the word of the Lord of the worlds.
Nonetheless, it is easy for everyone to understand. It was not usual
that a person could write a book that addresses everyone and is
easy for anyone to understand. This is only true in the case of this
noble Book.

The noble Qur’an is preserved against any change or alteration.
Allah, the Exalted, determined it to be lasting and enduring until the
Day of Judgment. This lastingness, permanence, and lack of change
indicate that it is a revelation from the All-Wise and Praiseworthy
Lord. As it endures and continues to be preserved and new sciences
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and discoveries emerge, we do not find any contradiction between
it and any scientific fact; rather, all sciences agree with all that is
mentioned in the Qur’an, like the creation of the heavens and the
creation of mankind.

The Qur'an guides to what is most upright and includes all
goodness. It tells about the Creator and the creation, the worldly life
and the Hereafter, humankind and jinn, the commands and
prohibitions, ethics and duties, and Paradise and Hellfire. It includes
faith, deeds, and recompense.

The noble Qur'an is a cure for diseases. No human speech is
known to contain a cure for diseases of the heart and body, as this
glorious Qur'an, which is the speech of the Lord of all the worlds.

The Qur'an relates to us the stories of the past nations as they
took place, though their stories were not familiar to the people of
Makkah. However, Allah Almighty relates them to us. This confirms
that this is a revelation from an All-Wise, Praiseworthy Lord.

The glorious Qur'an is characterized by the utmost eloquence and
it comprises information about the unseen, as well as divine laws
brought by an unlettered Messenger who could not read or write.
This confirms that this is a revelation from an All-Wise, Praiseworthy
Lord. A surah of the Qur'an would be revealed at sporadic times and
different places; nonetheless, it is recited as if it were revealed once
altogether. On the other hand, people's style and talent would
usually undergo change and variation if they authored books over a
long period of time.

Allah Almighty gave the Sunnah to the Messenger (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) as He gave him the Qur'an. If one
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looks into the Qur’an and the Sunnah, he will see some marked
variance between them.

The Qur’an directed the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) to the due course of action.

Chapter on the Obligation of Believing in
the Scriptures

We believe in the scriptures, which are the books Allah Almighty
revealed to His messengers and prophets (peace be upon them).

The books known to us are: the Scrolls of Ibrahim, the Scrolls of
Mausa, the Torah, the Psalms, the Gospel, and the Qur’an.

We believe in what we know of them and what we do not know.

We believe that all these books are the speech and revelation of
Allah Almighty which He sent down to His messengers (peace be
upon them) through the trustworthy Angel Jibril (peace be upon
him); they comprise the divine laws, information, admonitions, and
commands and prohibitions. Each book, at its time, was the
revelation that was meant to be adopted and taken as a criterion.

We believe that some of them are better than others; Allah
Almighty wrote the Torah with His own Hand. He, Exalted be He,
says:
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{WE INSCRIBED FOR HIM [MOSES] ON THE TABLETS ADMONITION OF ALL THINGS
AND EXPLANATIONS OF EVERYTHING.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 145] The Prophet
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) mentioned that
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Adam said to Musa (peace be upon both of them): "O Musa, Allah
chose you for His speech, and He wrote (the Torah) for you with His
own Hand." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6614), Muslim (2652), Abu
Dawdid (4701), At-Tirmidhi (2134), and lbn Majah (80)] About the
Torah, Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{WE SENT DOWN THE TORAH WHICH CONTAINS GUIDANCE AND LIGHT; THE
PROPHETS WHO SUBMITTED THEMSELVES TO ALLAH WERE JUDGING BY IT.} [SURAT
AL-MA’IDAH: 44] And about the Gospel, He Almighty says:
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{AND WE GAVE HIM [JESUS] THE GOSPEL THAT CONTAINED GUIDANCE AND
LIGHT, CONFIRMING WHAT CAME BEFORE IT IN THE TORAH; A GUIDANCE AND
ADMONITION FOR THE RIGHTEOUS.} [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 46] Belief in the
Scriptures is the third among the pillars of faith. Allah, Exalted be
He, says:
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{THE MESSENGER BELIEVES IN WHAT HAS BEEN SENT DOWN TO HIM FROM HIS
LORD, AS DO THE BELIEVERS. ALL OF THEM BELIEVE IN ALLAH, HIS ANGELS, HIs
BooKs, AND HIS MESSENGERS, [SAYING]: "WE MAKE NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN
ANY OF HIS MESSENGERS." AND THEY SAY: "WE HEAR AND OBEY. GRANT US YOUR
FORGIVENESS, OUR LORD, AND TO YOU IS THE [FINAL] DESTINATION."} [SURAT AL-
BAQARAH: 285] Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him)
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reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) came out to the people one day, and a man came to
him and said: "O Messenger of Allah, what is faith?" He said: "It is to
believe in Allah and His angels, His books, the meeting with Him,
and His messengers, and to believe in the Resurrection in the
Afterlife." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4777), Muslim (9), and Ilbn Majah
(64)] We should not be like those who believe in some and
disbelieve in others. About such people, Allah Almighty says:
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{THOSE WHO DISBELIEVE IN ALLAH AND HIS MESSENGERS, AND WISH TO MAKE A
DISTINCTION BETWEEN ALLAH AND HIS MESSENGERS, AND THEY SAY, "WE BELIEVE
IN SOME AND DISBELIEVE IN OTHERS," WISHING TO ADOPT A WAY IN BETWEEN.}
[SURAT AN-NIsA”: 150] Or like those who rejected the books Allah
Almighty sent down to His messengers. Speaking about them, our
Lord says:
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{THOSE WHO REJECT THE BOOK AND WHAT WE SENT OUR MESSENGERS WITH.
SO, THEY WILL SOON COME TO KNOW. } [SURAT GHAFIR: 70]
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{THEY FEAR THEIR LORD ABOVE THEM, AND THEY DO WHAT THEY ARE
COMMANDED. } [SURAT AN-NAHL: 50] And the verse that says:
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{l WILL TAKE YOU AND RAISE YOU UP TO MYSELF.} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 55] And
the verse that says:
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{BY WHICH THE ANGELS AND THE SPIRIT WILL ASCEND TO HIM ON A DAY THE
LENGTH OF WHICH IS FIFTY THOUSAND YEARS.} [SURAT AL-MA‘ARIJ: 4] And the
verse that says:
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{ALLAH 1S THE ONE WHO HAS CREATED SEVEN HEAVENS, AND LIKEWISE FOR THE
EARTH. THE COMMAND DESCENDS BETWEEN THEM SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW THAT
ALLAH IS MOST CAPABLE OF ALL THINGS, AND THAT ALLAH HAS ENCOMPASSED
EVERYTHING IN KNOWLEDGE.} [SURAT AT-TALAQ: 12] And the verse that
says:



{Rather, Allah raised him up to Himself,
and Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.}
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[SURAT AN-NISA’: 158] And the verse that says:
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{GLORY BE TO THE ONE WHO TOOK HiS SLAVE [MUHAMMAD] BY NIGHT FROM
THE SACRED MOSQUE [IN MAKKAH] TO THE AQSA MOSQUE [IN JERUSALEM]
WHOSE SURROUNDINGS WE HAVE BLESSED, SO THAT WE MAY SHOW HIM SOME OF
OUR SIGNS. INDEED, HE IS THE ALL-HEARING, THE ALL-SEEING.} [SURAT AL-ISRA”:
1] And the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "When Allah completed the creation, He wrote a book which is
with Him over the Throne: My mercy overcame - or preceded - My
anger." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7553), Muslim (2751), At-Tirmidhi
(3543), and lbn Majah (189)] Mu‘awiyah ibn al-Hakam as-Sulami
(May Allah be pleased with him) reported: While | was praying with
the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him), a man in our company sneezed. | said: "May Allah have mercy
upon you!" The people stared at me with disapproving looks. So, |
said: "Woe to me, why are you staring at me?" They began to strike
their hands on their thighs, and when | saw them urging me to
observe silence, (I became angry) but | said nothing. When the
Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
finished the prayer, | declared that neither before him nor after him
have | seen a leader who gave better instruction than him for whom
| would give my father and mother as ransom. | swear that he did



not scold, beat, or revile me - he said: "Talking to people is not
fitting during the prayer, for it consists of glorifying Allah, declaring
His greatness, and recitation of the Qur’an." | said: "O Messenger of
Allah, | have been until recently a pagan, but Allah has brought Islam
to us; among us there are men who have recourse to diviners." He
said: "Do not have recourse to them." | said: "There are men who
take omens." He said: "That is something they find in their breasts,
but it does not turn them away." | said: "Among us there are men
who draw lines." He said: "There was a prophet who drew lines; so if
they do it as he did, this is permissible." | had a maid-servant who
tended goats by the side of Uhud and Jawwaniyyah. One day |
happened to pass by that way and found that a wolf had carried a
goat from her flock. | am after all a man from the posterity of Adam.
| get angry as they (human beings) get angry. So, | slapped her, after
which | went to the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him), having a feeling that this is something grave.
| said: "O Messenger of Allah, should | set her free?" He said: "Bring
her to me." So, | brought her to him. He said to her: "Where is
Allah?" She said: "He is in the heaven." He said: "Who am I?" She
said: "You are the Messenger of Allah." Thereupon, he said: "Set her
free, for she is a believer." [Narrated by Muslim (537), Abu Dawad
(930), and An-Nasa’i (1218)] Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased
with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Angels take turns among you by night
and by day, and they all assemble at the Fajr and ‘Asr prayers. Then
those angels who spend the night among you ascend, their Lord
asks them, although He knows best about them: 'How did you leave
My servants?' They say: 'We left them while they were praying and
we came to them while they were praying.'" [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(555), Muslim (632), and An-Nasa’i (485)] Abu Razin al-‘Uqayli (May



Allah be pleased with him) reported: | said: "O Messenger of Allah,
where was Allah before He created His creation?" He said: "He was
in the clouds, below which was air and above which was air, and He
created His Throne above water." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (3109),
Ibn Majah (182), At-Tayalisi (1189), Ahmad (16188), and lbn Abi
‘Asim in As-Sunnah (625)] These and numerous other verses and
Hadiths point to Allah's highness. The proofs for His highness are
too numerous to be counted. It is also unanimously confirmed by
the scholars of Islam and established by the sound mind and natural
disposition. Imam Ibn Battah (May Allah have mercy upon him) said:
"The Muslims - including the Companions, the succeeding
generation, and all faithful scholars - unanimously agree that Allah,
Blessed and Exalted be He, is above His Throne, above His heavens,
and separate from His creation, and His knowledge encompasses all
His creation." [Al-lbanah Al-Kubra by Ibn Battah (7/136)] Ad-Darimi
(May Allah have mercy upon him) reported that when lbn al-
Mubarak was asked: "How can we recognize our Lord?" He said: "He
is above the Throne, above the seventh heaven above the Throne,
and is separate from His creation." [Ar-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah by
Ad-Darimi (98)] Among Allah's attributes is His rising over the
Throne, which He mentions in seven places in the Qur’an. One of
those verses reads:
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{YOUR LORD IS ALLAH, WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH IN SIX DAYS,
AND THEN ROSE OVER [ISTAWA] THE THRONE. HE MAKES THE NIGHT AND DAY
OVERLAP IN RAPID SUCCESSION. HE MADE THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE STARS —
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ALL SUBSERVIENT TO HIS COMMAND. BEHOLD, HIS IS THE CREATION AND THE
COMMAND. BLESSED IS ALLAH, LORD OF THE WORLDS.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 54]
Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "When Allah completed the creation, He wrote a book which is
with Him over the Throne: My mercy overcame - or preceded - My
anger." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7553), Muslim (2751), At-Tirmidhi
(3543), and lbn Majah (189)] Al-Lalika’i narrated that Ibn ‘Uyaynah
reported: Rabi‘ah was asked about the verse that reads:
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{THE MoST COMPASSIONATE ROSE OVER THE THRONE.} [SURAT TAHA: 5], as
to how He rose over the Throne? He replied: “The rising is not
unknown, but its nature is inconceivable. The message came from
Allah, and the Prophet was tasked with conveying it; and we are
obligated to firmly believe.” [Sharh Usul I'tigad Ahl As-Sunnah Wa
Al-Jama‘ah (3/442) and Al-‘Arsh by Adh-Dhahabi (2/213)] A similar
view was reported from Imam Malik (May Allah have mercy upon
him). [Narrated by Muslim (810) and Abu Dawidd (1460)] Allah
Almighty praises Himself for sending down this book. He, Exalted be
He, says:
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{ALL PRAISE BE TO ALLAH WHO HAS SENT DOWN UPON HIS SLAVE THE BOOK,
AND HAS NOT ALLOWED ANY CROOKEDNESS THEREIN.} [SURAT AL-KAHF: 1] And
He Almighty praises this noble book, saying:
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{HAD WE SENT DOWN THIS QUR’AN UPON A MOUNTAIN, YOU WOULD HAVE
SEEN IT HUMBLED AND BREAK ASUNDER OUT OF AWE OF ALLAH. SUCH ARE THE
SIMILITUDES WE SET FORTH FOR PEOPLE SO THAT THEY MAY REFLECT.} [SURAT AL-
HASHR: 21] He also says:
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{EVEN IF THERE WERE A QUR’AN THAT COULD CAUSE MOUNTAINS TO MOVE, OR
SPLIT THE EARTH, OR CAUSE THE DEAD TO SPEAK.} [SURAT AR-RA‘D: 31] He
made it a source of guidance and mercy for the believers. Allah, the
Exalted, says:
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{THIs [QUR’AN] IS AN INSIGHT FOR PEOPLE; A GUIDANCE AND MERCY FOR PEOPLE
WHO ARE CERTAIN IN FAITH.} [SURAT AL-JATHIYAH: 20] And He made it an
exhortation and a cure for the illnesses of the believers' hearts and
bodies. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{O MANKIND, THERE HAS COME TO YOU AN EXHORTATION FROM YOUR LORD, A
CURE FOR [ILLNESS] OF THE HEARTS, A GUIDANCE AND MERCY FOR THE BELIEVERS.}
[SURAT YONUS: 57] He also says:
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{WE SEND DOWN THE QUR’AN AS A HEALING AND MERCY FOR THE BELIEVERS,
BUT IT DOES NOT INCREASE THE WRONGDOERS EXCEPT IN LOSS.} [SURAT AL-ISRA’:
82] We believe that this glorious book is the most perfect and most
comprehensive among all divine books and it comprises such



reasoning, proofs, and examples that establish the argument against
mankind until the Day of Judgment. Allah Almighty says:
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{O MANKIND, THERE HAS COME TO YOU CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE FROM YOUR
LorD, AND WE HAVE SENT DOWN TO YOU A CLEAR LIGHT.} [SURAT AN-NISA’:
174] He also says:
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{WHENEVER THEY BRING YOU AN ARGUMENT, WE BRING YOU THE TRUTH AND
THE BEST EXPLANATION. } [SURAT AL-FURQAN: 33] And He Almighty says:
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{WE HAVE EXPLAINED EVERY KIND OF EXAMPLE FOR MANKIND IN THIS QUR’AN,
YET MOST PEOPLE PERSIST IN DISBELIEF.} [SURAT AL-ISRA’: 89] In another
verse, He Almighty says:
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{WE HAVE EXPLAINED THINGS IN VARIOUS WAYS IN THIS QUR’AN, SO THAT THEY
MAY TAKE HEED, BUT IT ONLY INCREASES THEM IN AVERSION.} [SURAT AL-ISRA’:
41] lbn Jarir said: "Allah, Glorified be He, says: {\WE HAVE EXPLAINED}
FOR THE POLYTHEISTS WHO ASCRIBE LIES AGAINST ALLAH {EVERY KIND OF EXAMPLE}
and lessons, signs, and arguments {in this Qur'an} and warned them
{that they may be reminded}; that they remember these arguments
against them and recognize their error and take lessons and repent
from their ignorance. Yet, they do not take lessons or reminders
from the verses and warnings coming to them." [Tafsir At-Tabari



(17/453)] This noble Qur'an contains [the essence of] what was in
the previous divine books, and more. Allah Almighty says:

A1) ) 0 adall el 5h $ a5 05 ¥ Vi 5 a0l S B
[115

{THE WORD OF YOUR LORD IS PERFECT IN TRUTHFULNESS AND JUSTICE; NONE
CAN CHANGE His WORDS, AND HE IS THE ALL-HEARING, THE ALL-KNOWING.}
[SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 115] It contains what people need, including the
fundamentals of faith, laws, arguments, wisdom, exhortations, and
information. Our Lord says:
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{INDEED, THIS QUR’AN GUIDES TO WHAT IS MOST UPRIGHT.} [SURAT AL-ISRA’:
9] He also says:
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{WE RELATE TO YOU [O PROPHET] THE BEST OF STORIES THROUGH OUR
REVELATION OF THIS QUR’AN.} [SURAT YUsUF: 3] It is at the pinnacle of
eloquence and clarity. Allah Almighty says:
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{ALLAH HAS SENT DOWN THE BEST MESSAGE — A CONSISTENT BOOK OF REPEATED
LESSONS.} [SURAT Az-ZUMAR: 23] And the Prophet (May Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon him) said: ‘| have been sent with concise and
profound speech, and | have been given victory through fear."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2977), Muslim (523), At-Tirmidhi (1553),
and An-Nasa’i (3087)] One of the strongest proofs that this Qur'an is
the word of Allah is the fact that Prophet Muhammad (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) was an unlettered man who could
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not read or write; yet, the greatest and most eloquent book was
revealed to him. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{You [O PROPHET] NEVER RECITED ANY BOOK BEFORE THIS, NOR DID YOU WRITE
WITH YOUR HAND. OTHERWISE, THE PEOPLE OF FALSEHOOD WOULD HAVE RAISED
SUSPICIONS.} [SURAT AL-"ANKABUT: 48] He Almighty also says:
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{So BELIEVE IN ALLAH AND His MESSENGER, THE UNLETTERED PROPHET, WHO
BELIEVES IN ALLAH AND HIS WORDS, AND FOLLOW HIM, SO THAT YOU MAY BE
GUIDED.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 158] We believe that the Qur’an is a dazzling
miracle in terms of its words and meanings, and Allah Almighty
challenged all humans and jinn to produce the like of it, or ten
surahs like its surahs, or even one surah. Blessed be Allah, the Lord
of all the worlds. Allah Almighty says:
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{SAy: "IF ALL HUMANS AND JINN WERE TO COME TOGETHER TO PRODUCE
SOMETHING SIMILAR TO THIS QUR’AN, THEY WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO PRODUCE THE
LIKE OF IT, EVEN IF THEY COLLABORATED WITH ONE ANOTHER."} [SURAT AL-ISRA":
88] Allah Almighty also says:
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{OR DO THEY SAY: "HE HAS FABRICATED IT"? SAY: "THEN PRODUCE TEN
FABRICATED CHAPTERS LIKE IT AND SEEK HELP FROM WHOEVER YOU CAN BESIDES
ALLAH, IF YOU ARE TRUTHFUL!"} [SURAT HOUD: 13] And He Almighty says:
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{IF YOU ARE IN DOUBT CONCERNING THAT WHICH WE HAVE SENT DOWN UPON
OUR SLAVE, THEN PRODUCE A CHAPTER LIKE IT AND CALL UPON YOUR HELPERS
OTHER THAN ALLAH, IF YOU ARE TRUTHFUL.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 23] We

believe that Allah has undertaken to preserve the Qur'an and did
not leave that to people. He Almighty says:
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{INDEED, 1T IS WE WHO SENT DOWN THE REMINDER AND WE ARE INDEED ITS
GUARDIANS.} [SURAT AL-HIJR: 9] He Almighty also says:
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{NO FALSEHOOD CAN APPROACH IT FROM THE FRONT OR FROM BEHIND; A
REVELATION FROM THE ONE WHO IS ALL-WISE, PRAISEWORTHY.} [SURAT
FussILAT: 42] He made it a perfect book overall. He Almighty says:
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{ALIF LAM RA. THIS IS A BOOK WHOSE VERSES ARE PERFECTED, THEN FULLY
EXPLAINED, FROM ONE WHO IS ALL-WISE, ALL-AWARE.} [SURAT HOD: 1] And
He made it consistent. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{ALLAH HAS SENT DOWN THE BEST MESSAGE — A CONSISTENT BOOK OF REPEATED
LESSONS.} [SURAT Az-ZUMAR: 23] And He made some of its verses
definite and some others ambiguous. Allah Almighty says:
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{IT1s HE WHO HAS SENT DOWN TO YOU THE BOOK. IN IT ARE DEFINITE VERSES,
WHICH ARE THE FOUNDATION OF THE BOOK; WHILE OTHERS ARE AMBIGUOUS.
THOSE WITH DEVIANT HEARTS FOLLOW THE AMBIGUOUS VERSES, SEEKING DISCORD
AND SEEKING THEIR [FALSE] INTERPRETATION. BUT NO ONE KNOWS THEIR [TRUE]
INTERPRETATION EXCEPT ALLAH. AND THOSE WHO ARE WELL-GROUNDED IN
KNOWLEDGE SAY: "WE BELIEVE IN IT. IT IS ALL FROM OUR LORD." NONE WILL TAKE
HEED EXCEPT PEOPLE OF UNDERSTANDING.} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 7] Allah
Almighty clarifies that the people of deviation pursue the
ambiguous verses of the Qur’an, while the faithful believe in it
altogether, with its definite and ambiguous verses. Moreover, our
Lord made the Qur’an a judge and criterion over all the previous
scriptures. He Almighty says:
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{AND WE HAVE REVEALED TO YOU THE BOOK IN TRUTH, CONFIRMING THAT
WHICH PRECEDED IT OF THE SCRIPTURE AND AS A CRITERION OVER IT.} [SURAT AL-
MA’IDAH: 48] Allah Almighty states that this book narrates to us the
stories of the past nations. He, Glorified be He, says:
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{THAT IS FROM THE STORIES OF THE UNSEEN WHICH WE REVEAL TO YOU [O
PROPHET]; YOU WERE NOT WITH THEM WHEN THEY AGREED UPON THEIR PLAN AS
THEY WERE PLOTTING.} [SURAT YUsuF: 102] And there are many other
similar verses. Furthermore, the Qur’an judges between the People
of the Book concerning things they differed. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{INDEED, THIS QUR’AN EXPLAINS TO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL MOST OF THAT
OVER WHICH THEY DIFFER.} [SURAT AN-NAML: 76] On his pulpit, ‘Umar ibn
al-Khattab (May Allah be pleased with him) said: "O people, indeed
this Qur’an is the word of Allah, and | know nothing about the views
you adopted based on your personal inclinations. Verily, Islam has
become dominant over people, and they entered it willingly and
unwillingly. Laws have been laid down for you, and none has any
say, except when someone engages in disbelief deliberately. So,
follow the religion and do not introduce new things to it, for what
you have from it is sufficient. Act upon what is definite in it and
believe in what is ambiguous." [Narrated by Ahmad in Az-Zuhd
(191), Ad-Darimi (3398), ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad in As-Sunnah (117),
Al-Ajurri in Ash-Shari‘ah (155), and this is his wording, and Ibn
Battah in Al-Inabah (23)] ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (May Allah be pleased
with him) also said: "The Qur’an is the word of Allah. So, do not
judge it based on your opinions." [Narrated by Al-Ajiri in Ash-
Shari‘ah (156)] Farwah ibn Nawfal al-Ashja‘i said: "Khabbab ibn al-
Aratt (May Allah be pleased with him) was my neighbor. One day he
said to me: 'O Hanah, draw close to Allah Almighty as much as you
can, and know that you will not draw close to Him through
something dearer to Him than His word." [Narrated by Abu ‘Ubayd
in Fada’il Al-Qur’an (77), Ibn Abi Shaybah (30722), Ahmad in Az-
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Zuhd (192), ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘ld ad-Darimi in Ar-Radd ‘Ala Al-
Jahmiyyah (160), and ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad in As-Sunnah (111)] We
believe that this Qur’an is the word of Allah; that it is a revelation,
not a created being; and that it is preserved in people's hearts. Allah
Almighty says:

4§88 Al ) Uy 3020 Uy LT T ) Gplll ) it 8 G Cle b O
[49 1 5uSiall]

{RATHER, THIS [QUR’AN] IS CLEAR VERSES [PRESERVED] IN THE HEARTS OF THOSE
WHO HAVE BEEN GIVEN KNOWLEDGE. AND NONE REJECTS OUR VERSES EXCEPT THE
WRONGDOERS.} [SURAT AL-‘ANKABUT: 49] Whether it is written in
mus'hafs or recited at prayer niches and mosques, it remains the
word of Allah Almighty, Who says:
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{THOSE WHO RECITE THE BOOK OF ALLAH, ESTABLISH PRAYER, AND SPEND OUT
OF WHAT WE HAVE PROVIDED FOR THEM, SECRETLY AND OPENLY, HOPING FOR A
DEAL THAT WILL SUFFER NO LOSS.} [SURAT FATIR: 29] Allah Almighty says:
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{THIS IS INDEED A NOBLE QUR’AN, IN A WELL-PRESERVED RECORD, THAT NONE
CAN TOUCH EXCEPT THE PURIFIED [ANGELS] — A REVELATION FROM THE LORD OF
THE WORLDS.} [SURAT AL-WAQI‘aH: 77-80] The glorious Qur'an is the
word of Allah, and His word is one of His attributes, and His
attributes are not part of the creation, for if this were the case, they
would be subject to the same things applying to created beings,
such as changing and perishing. Our Lord says:
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{DO THEY NOT THEN PONDER ON THE QUR’AN? IF IT HAD BEEN FROM ANYONE
OTHER THAN ALLAH, THEY WOULD HAVE SURELY FOUND IN IT MANY
DISCREPANCIES.} [SURAT AN-NIsA’: 82] Allah Almighty also says:
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{IF ANY OF THE POLYTHEISTS ASKS YOU FOR PROTECTION, GIVE IT TO HIM, SO
THAT HE MAY HEAR THE WORD OF ALLAH, THEN ESCORT HIM TO HIS PLACE OF
SAFETY; THAT IS BECAUSE THEY ARE A PEOPLE WHO DO NOT KNOW.} [SURAT AT-
TAwBAH: 6] lbn ‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) used to
seek refuge with Allah for Al-Hasan and Al-Husayn, saying: "Your
forefather used to seek refuge with Allah for Isma“l (Ishmael) and
Is'haqg (Isaac) by reciting the following: O Allah, | seek refuge with
Your perfect words from every devil and from poisonous pests and
from every envious eye." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3371), Abu
Dawdid (4737) - and he said: This is a proof that the Qur'an was not
created - At-Tirmidhi (2060), and lbn Majah (3525)] Isma‘“ll ibn Abi
Oways reported consensus of the people of Madinah that the
Qur'an was not created. He said: "Malik and the scholars of our city
used to say that the Qur'an is from Allah, and nothing from Allah is
created. The scholars of Madinah at the time of Malik ibn Anas
included Muhammad ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Abi dhi’b, ‘Abdul-‘Aziz
ibn Abi Salamah al-Majshin, Abu Bakr ibn Abi Sabrah, Ibrahim ibn
Sa‘d az-Zuhri, Sa‘id ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman al-Jumahi, Hatim ibn Isma“l,
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abdul-‘Aziz al-‘Amri az-Zahid, Abu Damrah Anas ibn



‘iyad, and Muhammad ibn Isma‘ll ibn Abi Fudayk." [Sharh Usll
Itigad Ahl As-Sunnah Wa Al-Jama‘ah (2/300)] Shu‘ayb ibn Harb
related: | said to Abu ‘Abdullah Sufyan ibn Sa‘ld ath-Thawri: "Tell me
something of the Sunnah from which Allah Almighty will make me
benefit, and when | stand before Allah Almighty and He questions
me as to from where | learned it, | will reply: My Lord, Sufyan ath-
Thawri told me about it, and | learned it from him; thus, | will be
safe, and the responsibility will fall on you." He said: "O Shu‘ayb, this
is an affirmation - a sure one! Write this down: In the name of Allah,
the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful: The Qur'an is the word
of Allah and was not created. It originated from Him and will return
to Him." [Sharh Usdal I‘tigad Ahl As-Sunnah Wa Al-Jama‘ah (1/170)]
Imam lbn Jarir at-Tabari said: "lbn ‘Uyaynah related to us that he
heard ‘Amr ibn Dinar say: 'l used to hear our Shaykhs, seventy years
ago, say: The Qur'an is the word of Allah. It originated from Him and
will return to Him."" [Sarth As-Sunnah by At-Tabari (19)] Al-Hasan ibn
Ayyulb said: "I heard Ahmad ibn Hanbal quote Al-Faryabi as saying: |
heard Ath-Thawri - i.e. Sufyan - say: Whoever says that the Qur'an
was created is a heretic." ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal said: "I
heard my father say: | learned that Ibrahim ibn Sa‘d, Sa‘ld ibn
‘Abdur-Rahman ibn al-Jumahi, Wahb ibn Jarir, Abu an-Nadr Hashim
ibn al-Qasim, and Sulayman ibn Harb said: The Qur'an is not
created." [Sharh Usil I‘tigad Ahl As-Sunnah Wa Al-Jama‘ah (2/277)]
The leading Imam Muhammad ibn Khuzaymah (May Allah have
mercy upon him) set a chapter on this issue, entitled: "Chapter on
the proofs denoting that the Qur'an is the word of Allah, the
Creator, and His word is not a created being." [At-Tawhid by lbn
Khuzaymah (1/404)] Abu Sa‘ld ad-Darimi said: "These Hadiths point
out that the Qur'an is not created, as there is no greater difference
between created beings in terms of superiority than the difference
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between Allah and His creation, for the difference in superiority
between created beings can be minimized, whereas the difference
between Allah and His creation cannot, and His superiority over
them is immeasurable. The same holds true for the superiority of
His speech over the speech of created beings. If it were created
speech, its superiority over other speech would not be like the
superiority of Allah over His creation, or even a millionth of it or
close to that. So, ponder it, for indeed there is nothing like unto
Him, and there is no speech like His speech, and none would ever be
able to produce the like of it." [Ar-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah by Ad-
Darimi (188)] Abu Yasuf (May Allah have mercy upon him) said: "As
for the Qur'an, it is the word of Allah Almighty and His revelation.
This is the view adopted by Abu Hanifah and other great imams;
they did not regard it as a created being or a creator." [Al-I'tigad by
An-Naysabouri (135)]
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Chapter: The Noble Qur'an is a Revelation
from the Lord of the Worlds

We believe that this noble Qur'an is the word of the Lord of the
worlds, and it was brought down by the Trustworthy Spirit, Jibril.
This is regarded as common knowledge in Islam. Muslims have a
consensus over this, and none of them disputes it. This issue - that
the Qur'an is the revelation of the Lord of the worlds - is established
by countless proofs, one of which is:

Allah's testimony that this Qur'an is from Him. Allah Almighty says:
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{SAY: "WHOSE TESTIMONY IS THE GREATEST?" SAY: "ALLAH IS THE WITNESS
BETWEEN ME AND YOU. THIS QUR’AN HAS BEEN REVEALED TO ME SO THAT | MAY
WARN YOU THEREBY AND WHOMSOEVER IT REACHES."} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 19]
He Almighty also says:
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{BUT ALLAH BEARS WITNESS TO WHAT HE HAS SENT DOWN TO YOU, AS HE HAS
SENT IT DOWN WITH HIS KNOWLEDGE.} [SURAT AN-NISA": 166] Another proof
is the angels' testimony that this Qur'an is a revelation from the All-
Wise and Praiseworthy Lord, Who says:
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{BUT ALLAH BEARS WITNESS TO WHAT HE HAS SENT DOWN TO YOU, AS HE HAS
SENT IT DOWN WITH HIS KNOWLEDGE, AND THE ANGELS BEAR WITNESS; BUT
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SUFFICIENT IS ALLAH AS A WITNESS.} [SURAT AN-NIsA”: 166] Another proof is
its agreement with the teachings brought by the prophets (peace be
upon them). An example is the verse that says:
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{YOUR LORD HAS ORDAINED THAT YOU WORSHIP NONE BUT HIM, AND SHOW
KINDNESS TO PARENTS. IF ONE OR BOTH OF THEM REACH OLD AGE IN YOUR CARE,
DO NOT SAY TO THEM A WORD OF ANNOYANCE NOR SCOLD THEM, RATHER SPEAK
TO THEM NOBLE WORDS.} [SURAT AL-ISRA’: 23] Until the verse that reads:
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{THIS IS PART OF THE WISDOM THAT YOUR LORD HAS REVEALED TO YOU [O
PROPHET]. DO NOT SET UP ANY OTHER GOD WITH ALLAH, OR YOU WILL BE
THROWN INTO HELL, BLAMEWORTHY AND REJECTED.} [SURAT AL-ISRA”: 39] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{HE HAS SENT DOWN TO YOU THE BOOK IN TRUTH, CONFIRMING WHAT CAME
BEFORE IT. AND HE SENT DOWN THE TORAH AND THE GOSPEL.} [SURAT AL
‘IMRAN: 3] All these principles which Islam puts emphasis on are the
very things called to and stressed by the previous messengers. The
proofs include testimony by the contemporary people of the book
for the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him),
which Allah Almighty mentions in the noble Qur’an, saying:
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{SAY: "WHAT DO YOU THINK, IF THIS [QUR’AN] IS REALLY FROM ALLAH AND YET
YOU REJECT IT, AND A WITNESS FROM THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL HAS TESTIFIED IN ITS
FAVOR AND BELIEVED, WHEREAS YOU PERSIST IN ARROGANCE? INDEED, ALLAH
DOES NOT GUIDE THE WRONGDOING PEOPLE."} [SURAT AL-AHQAF: 10] After the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) informed
Waragah about what he had seen, Waragah said to him: "That is the
same angel whom Allah sent to Musa." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(3392) and Muslim (160)] It is reported that Negus asked Ja‘far (May
Allah be pleased with him): "Do you have anything of what the
Messenger came with?" So, Ja‘far recited to him some verses of the
Qur’an. Thereupon, Negus said: "By Allah, these words and the
words brought by Misa come out of the same lamp." [Narrated by
Is'haq ibn Rahwayh (1835), Ahmad (22498), Ibn Khuzaymah (2260),
At-Tahawi in Sharh Mushkil Al-Athar (5598), and Abu Na‘im in Al-
Hilyah (1/115) and in Dalad’il An-Nubuwwah (194)] Among them is
testimony by the jinn that this Qur’an is a revelation from Allah
Almighty and that it is consistent with what Misa (peace be upon
him) came with:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN WE SENT TO YOU A GROUP OF JINN TO LISTEN TO THE
QUR'AN. WHEN THEY HEARD IT, THEY SAID [TO ONE ANOTHER]: "LISTEN
ATTENTIVELY." THEN WHEN IT WAS OVER, THEY RETURNED TO THEIR PEOPLE AS
WARNERS. THEY SAID: "O OUR PEOPLE, WE HAVE HEARD A SCRIPTURE THAT HAS
BEEN SENT DOWN AFTER MOSES, CONFIRMING WHAT CAME BEFORE IT; IT GUIDES
TO THE TRUTH AND TO A STRAIGHT PATH."} [SURAT AL-AHQAF: 29-30] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{SAY: "IT HAS BEEN REVEALED TO ME THAT A GROUP OF JINN LISTENED [TO THE
QUR’AN,] AND THEY SAID: 'INDEED, WE HAVE HEARD A WONDROUS RECITATION
THAT GUIDES TO THE RIGHT WAY, SO WE HAVE BELIEVED IN IT, AND WE WILL NEVER
ASSOCIATE ANYONE WITH OUR LORD.'"} [SURAT AL-JINN: 1-2] They also
include testimony by the disbelievers of the Quraysh that this
Qur’an is not the words of mankind and it differs from their speech.
Ibn ‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Al-Walid ibn
al-Mughirah came to the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him), and he recited some of the Qur’an to him. He seemed
to have softened towards it. Abu Jahl came to know about that. So,
he went to him and said: "O uncle, your people intend to gather
together some money for you." He asked: 'Why?' He replied: "In
order to gift you. It seems you went to Muhammad for financial
gains." He retorted: "The Quraysh know that | am among the richest
of them." Abu Jahl said: "Say something about him so that your
people know that you reject him." He answered: "What can | say?
By Allah, there is none among you who knows poetry and its various
genres better than me, or even the poetry of jinn. By Allah, what he
says bears no resemblance to these. By Allah, what he says has a
sweetness, it is covered by brightness, its upper part is fruitful, while
its bottom is affluent; and that it overcomes and is not overcome,
and it crushes what is below it." [Narrated by Al-Hakim (3872) and
Al-Bayhaqi in Ash-Shu‘ab (133) and in Dala’il An-Nubuwwah (2/198)]
One of the proofs is that the Qur'an accords with what Allah
Almighty wants from His servants. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{THIS IS MY STRAIGHT PATH; FOLLOW IT AND DO NOT FOLLOW OTHER WAYS, LEST
THEY LEAD YOU AWAY FROM HIS WAY. THIS IS WHAT HE COMMANDS YOU, SO THAT
YOU MAY BECOME RIGHTEOUS. } [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 153] Another proof is the
fact that the Qur’an contains divine knowledge, Shar‘i rulings, and
noble ethics, all of which are consistent with people's natural
disposition. Allah Almighty says:
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{ADHERE SINCERELY TO THE TRUE RELIGION IN ALL UPRIGHTNESS. THIS IS THE
NATURAL DISPOSITION WITH WHICH ALLAH HAS CREATED MANKIND. THERE IS NO
CHANGE IN ALLAH’S CREATION. THIS IS THE STRAIGHT RELIGION, BUT MOST PEOPLE
DO NOT KNOW.} [SURAT AR-ROM: 30] Another proof is that the Qur’an
calls to what is good for people and their well-being. This is because
Allah is the Creator and He knows the needs of His servants and
what is best for their religion, bodies, property, and homes. He,
Glorified be He, says:
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{DoES HE NOT KNOW His OWN CREATION, WHEN HE 1S THE MOST SUBTLE, THE
ALL-AWARE?} [SURAT AL-MuLK: 14] He Almighty gives no command but
it serves the best interest and He lays down no prohibition but it
seeks the maximum caution and protection. Another proof is that
the noble Qur’an accords with reason. Hence, after Allah Almighty
mentions the main prohibitions in Surat al-An‘am, He concludes
them with the phrase: {so THAT YOU MAY UNDERSTAND}. The verse reads:
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{SAY [O PROPHET]: “COME, | WILL RECITE TO YOU WHAT YOUR LORD HAS
FORBIDDEN TO YOU: DO NOT ASSOCIATE ANY PARTNERS WITH HIM, AND HONOR
YOUR PARENTS. DO NOT KILL YOUR CHILDREN FOR FEAR OF POVERTY, FOR WE
PROVIDE FOR YOU AND FOR THEM. DO NOT APPROACH SHAMEFUL ACTS, WHETHER
OPENLY OR IN SECRET. DO NOT KILL THE SOUL SANCTIFIED BY ALLAH, EXCEPT
LAWFULLY. THIS IS WHAT HE COMMANDS YOU, SO THAT YOU MAY UNDERSTAND."}

[SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 151]

The Qur’an addresses the people of intellect too many times to be
counted. Moreover, Allah Almighty often asks His servants to think,
reflect, and ponder His commands and prohibitions.

Another point is that the proofs offered by the noble Qur'an are
very clear, eloquent, and cogent, and they are easily understandable
to everyone. This does not apply to any human speech. Allah
Almighty says:
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{THIS IS ALLAH’S CREATION. SO SHOW ME WHAT OTHERS BESIDE HIM HAVE
CREATED. IN FACT, THE WRONGDOERS ARE CLEARLY MISGUIDED.} [SURAT
LuamAN: 11] He, Exalted be He, also says:
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{IF THERE HAD BEEN GODS BESIDES ALLAH IN THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, BOTH
REALMS WOULD HAVE FALLEN IN DISORDER. GLORY BE TO ALLAH — LORD OF THE
THRONE — FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASCRIBE [TO Him].} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA’: 22]
Moreover, its proofs cannot, by any means, lead to falsehood. They
are too strong to be refuted or denied. The Almighty Lord says:
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{AND SAY: "THE TRUTH HAS COME AND FALSEHOOD HAS PERISHED. INDEED,
FALSEHOOD IS BOUND TO PERISH."} [SURAT AL-ISRA": 81] Another proof is
that the glorious Qur'an, which is the word of the Lord of all the
worlds, is easy for everyone to understand. Allah Almighty says:
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{WE HAVE CERTAINLY MADE THE QUR’AN EASY TO UNDERSTAND AND
REMEMBER; IS THERE ANYONE TO TAKE HEED?} [SURAT AL-QAMAR: 17] It was
not usual that a person could write a book that addresses everyone
and is easy for anyone to understand. This is only true in the case of
this noble Book. Another proof is that the noble Qur'an is preserved
against any change or alteration. Allah Almighty says:
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{INDEED, IT 1S WE WHO SENT DOWN THE REMINDER AND WE ARE INDEED ITS
GUARDIANS.} [SURAT AL-HUR: 9] Allah, the Exalted, determined it to be
lasting and enduring until the Day of Judgment. This lastingness,
permanence, and lack of change indicate that it is a revelation from
the All-Wise and Praiseworthy Lord. Allah Almighty says:
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{DO THEY NOT THEN PONDER ON THE QUR’AN? IF IT HAD BEEN FROM ANYONE
OTHER THAN ALLAH, THEY WOULD HAVE SURELY FOUND IN IT MANY
DISCREPANCIES. } [SURAT AN-NISA": 82]

As it endures and continues to be preserved and new sciences and
discoveries emerge, we do not find any contradiction between it
and any scientific fact; rather, all sciences agree with all that is
mentioned in the Qur'an, like the creation of the heavens and the
creation of mankind.

One of the proofs is that the Qur'an guides to what is most upright
and includes all goodness. It tells about the Creator and the
creation, the worldly life and the Hereafter, humankind and jinn, the
commands and prohibitions, ethics and duties, and Paradise and
Hellfire. It includes faith, deeds, and recompense. Allah, Exalted be
He, says:
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{WE HAVE NOT NEGLECTED IN THE BOOK ANYTHING} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 38]
Allah Almighty also says:
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{INDEED, THIS QUR’AN GUIDES TO WHAT IS MOST UPRIGHT.} [SURAT AL-ISRA’:
9] Another proof is that the noble Qur'an is a cure for diseases. Allah
Almighty says:
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{O MANKIND, THERE HAS COME TO YOU AN EXHORTATION FROM YOUR LORD, A

CURE FOR [ILLNESS] OF THE HEARTS, A GUIDANCE AND MERCY FOR THE BELIEVERS.}



[SURAT YONUS: 57] No human speech is known to contain a cure for
diseases of the heart and body, unlike this glorious Qur'an, which is
the speech of the Lord of all the worlds. Another proof is that Allah
Almighty challenged humankind and jinn to produce the like of the
Qur'an or a surah like its surahs. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{OR DO THEY SAY: "HE FABRICATED IT?" SAY: "PRODUCE THEN ONE CHAPTER
LIKE IT, AND CALL UPON WHOEVER YOU CAN OTHER THAN ALLAH, IF YOU ARE
TRUTHFUL!"} [SURAT YONUS: 38] Making clear that there is no doubt
about the Qur'an, Allah Almighty says:
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{THIS QUR’AN COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN PRODUCED BY ANYONE OTHER
THAN ALLAH. IT IS A CONFIRMATION OF WHAT CAME BEFORE IT AND AN
EXPLANATION OF THE SCRIPTURE, AND IS UNDOUBTEDLY FROM THE LORD OF THE
WORLDS.} [SURAT YONUS: 37] Another proof is that this Qur'an relates
to us the stories of the past nations as they took place, though their
stories were not familiar to the people of Makkah. However, Allah
Almighty relates them to us. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{WE RELATE TO YOU [O PROPHET] THE BEST OF STORIES THROUGH OUR
REVELATION OF THIS QUR’AN, ALTHOUGH BEFORE THIS YOU WERE UNAWARE OF
THEM.} [SURAT YUsUF: 3] This confirms that this is a revelation from an
All-Wise, Praiseworthy Lord. Another proof is that this glorious
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Qur'an is characterized by the utmost eloquence and comprises
information about the unseen, as well as divine laws brought by an
unlettered Messenger who could not read or write. Allah Almighty
says:
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{You [O PROPHET] NEVER RECITED ANY BOOK BEFORE THIS, NOR DID YOU WRITE
WITH YOUR HAND. OTHERWISE, THE PEOPLE OF FALSEHOOD WOULD HAVE RAISED
SUSPICIONS.} [SURAT AL-"ANKABUT: 48] Allah Almighty also says:
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{THOSE WHO FOLLOW THE MESSENGER — THE UNLETTERED PROPHET — WHOSE
DESCRIPTION THEY FIND IN THEIR TORAH AND THE GOSPEL.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF:
157]

One of the proofs is that a surah of the Qur'an would be revealed
at sporadic times and different places; nonetheless, it is recited as if
it were revealed all at once. On the other hand, people's style and
talent would usually undergo change and variation if they authored
books over a long period of time.

Another proof is that Allah Almighty gave the Sunnah to the
Messenger (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) as He
gave him the Qur'an. The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon him) said: "Indeed, | have been given the Book and the like
of it along with it." [Narrated by Abu Dawud (46040, At-Tirmidhi
(2664), Ibn Abi Shaybah in Al-Musannaf (24816) and in Al-Musnad
(927), and Ahmad (17174)] Another proof is that the Qur'an directs
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the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) to the
correct course of action. An example is the verse that says:
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{WERE IT NOT FOR A PRIOR DECREE FROM ALLAH, YOU WOULD HAVE SURELY
BEEN AFFLICTED WITH A GREAT PUNISHMENT FOR WHAT YOU HAVE TAKEN [OF
RANSOM].} [SURAT AL-ANFAL: 68] In another verse, Allah Almighty says:
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{O PROPHET, WHY DO YOU PROHIBIT [YOURSELF FROM] WHAT ALLAH HAS MADE
LAWFUL TO YOU, SEEKING TO PLEASE YOUR WIVES? ALLAH IS ALL-FORGIVING,
MoST MERCIFUL.} [SURAT AT-TAHRIM: 1] And the verse that reads:
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{HE FROWNED AND TURNED AWAY, WHEN THE BLIND MAN CAME TO HIM. HOw
WOULD YOU KNOW? PERHAPS HE MIGHT BE PURIFIED, OR HE MIGHT TAKE HEED
AND BENEFIT FROM THE REMINDER? BUT HE WHO WAS INDIFFERENT, YOU GIVE HIM
YOUR FULL ATTENTION, ALTHOUGH YOU ARE NOT TO BE BLAMED IF HE DOES NOT
PURIFY HIMSELF.} [SURAT ‘ABASA: 1-7] And the verse that reads:
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{HAD WE NOT MADE YOU STAND FIRM, YOU WOULD NEARLY HAVE INCLINED TO
THEM A LITTLE. IN THAT CASE, WE WOULD HAVE MADE YOU TASTE DOUBLE
PUNISHMENT, BOTH IN THIS LIFE AND AFTER DEATH. THEREUPON YOU WOULD HAVE
FOUND NO HELPER AGAINST Us.} [SURAT AL-ISRA’: 74-75] If the Qur’an had
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come from the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him), he would not have recorded this about himself. This
instruction to the noble Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) is a categorical proof that the Qur’an did not come from
him, but from an All-Knowing and All-Wise Lord.
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Book on the Messengers and Prophets
(peace be upon them)

Abstract

We believe that belief in the messengers (peace be upon them) is
the fourth among the pillars of Iman (faith).

We believe that the basis of the call of the messengers (peace be
upon them) is knowledge about Allah and His names, attributes, and
actions; and that they were all sent with Tawhid (monotheism) and
called people to worshiping Allah Almighty alone and abandoning
the worship of anything other than Him. The prophets and
messengers were the most perfect in faith and in monotheism
among people. Furthermore, they were the most knowledgeable
about the Creator and what we should and should not do with
regard to Him, Exalted be He.

Each prophet called his people to two great principles, namely the
worship of Allah Almighty alone and the belief in the Last Day,
including the bliss our Lord prepared for His pious servants and the
punishment He prepared for His enemies.

We believe that all prophets (peace be upon them) called for the
same major principles, namely the belief in Allah and His angels, His
books, His messengers, the Last Day, and destiny, with its pleasant
and unpleasant aspects. They all called for the main acts of worship,
like prayer, Zakah, fasting, and Hajj. Also, they called for the best
morals and prohibited the worst bad manners. So, the prophets
(peace be upon them) called for the same fundamentals; whereas
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the difference lay in the laws to which they called people, along with
their variant rulings and details.

We believe that it is a duty to believe in all the prophets (peace be
upon them), believe in all the information they mentioned in
relation to the unseen, observe their commands and prohibitions,
love and revere them, follow their example, and testify that they
conveyed the message, fulfilled the trust, showed sincerity to Allah
Almighty and His servants, and conducted Jihad for Allah's sake in its
true way. Every nation should act upon the Shariah of the prophet
sent to them, and this nation, the Muslim Ummah. Both their jinn
and human beings should act upon the Shariah of the final Prophet
and Messenger (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him), for
he was sent to both humans and jinn.

All prophets and messengers came to bring people out of the
darkness of disbelief, polytheism, and ignorance, even if they led a
life of affluence, power, farming, and manufacturing.

We believe that Allah Almighty sent them as bearers of glad
tidings and as warners, so that people may not have an argument
against their Lord after the messengers came to them.

We believe that Allah Almighty sent to each nation a messenger.
We should believe in those prophets and messengers whose names
are known to us. As for those whose names we do not know, we
should believe in them as a whole. Belief in all prophets and
messengers is a duty upon every Muslim, man and woman.
Whoever disbelieves in one prophet has disbelieved in all prophets
(peace be upon them).
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We believe that Allah Almighty sends His messengers to
whomever He wills from among His servants, according to His
wisdom. No one can reverse His judgment. He does whatever He
wills and chooses.

We believe that prophethood is a divine favor and mercy which He
bestows upon whomever He wills from among His servants. Allah
Almighty chooses messengers from the angels and from mankind.

Some of the prophets and messengers (peace be upon them) are
more meritorious than the others. The best among them are the
messengers of the firm resolve, and the best among the messengers
of the firm resolve are lbrahim and Muhammad (peace be upon
them). Yet, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him) forbade people from distinguishing between the prophets by
way of fanaticism or derogation. As Allah Almighty took Ibrahim and
Muhammad (peace be upon them) as close friends, He chose Misa
(peace be upon him) and favored him with His messages and speech
with Him. In addition to our Prophet Muhammad (May Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon him) being a close friend of Allah, his Lord
also spoke to Him from behind a veil on the night of Isra’. So, our
Prophet Muhammad (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
combined the honor of friendship and speech.

We believe that the prophets are the best among mankind. No
person, regardless of his piety or status, can reach the rank of a
prophet. So, it is not permissible to prefer any human being over
any of the prophets. Prophethood is not something that can be
acquired or obtained by hard work and good deeds, or by
purification of one's soul and heart, and refinement of one's
manners.
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We believe that Allah Almighty only sent men as messengers. We
know that the prophets and messengers (peace be upon them)
were humans like other people, and they were the most perfect
among people in terms of religion, minds, and morals. They received
divine revelation and were infallible in what they conveyed from
Allah Almighty. If a prophet used his personal reasoning in
something regarding which he received no revelation and he was
not right, Allah would not approve his reasoning; rather, He would
send down revelation to correct him.

The messengers and prophets (peace be upon them) did not
possess any power to benefit or harm themselves, despite their high
status and praiseworthy station in this world and in the Hereafter.
As they possessed no power to benefit or harm themselves, they
lacked such power for others; and as they lacked such power while
they were alive, they did not possess it after their death.

They did not know the unseen except to the extent Allah Almighty
revealed to them and permitted them to know.

The prophets and messengers (peace be upon them) worshiped
Allah Almighty with fear and hope, and they would seek Allah's
pleasure and pursue means of nearness to Him.

We believe that the prophets and messengers (peace be upon
them) were subject to the same things which other people
experience, like afflictions, illnesses, grief, and death. They had
spouses and offspring and used to eat food and walk in the markets.
And we know that Allah Almighty raised the Messiah (peace be
upon him) to Him, alive, when his people wanted to kill him.
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We testify that the prophets and messengers (peace be upon
them) rendered sincere advice to the people, fulfilled the trust, and
conveyed the message of their Lord. It did not harm them that some
of their followers did not comply with their teachings, or that some
of their people showed arrogance towards them.

We believe that Allah Almighty gave each prophet such miracles
and arguments that would prompt people to believe.

We believe that Allah Almighty did not send any prophet without
a miracle that indicated his truthfulness, whether we know it or not.
A group of these miracles is mentioned in the noble Qur'an. We also
know that there are numerous miracles with which Allah, Exalted be
He, supported His past messengers and He did not mention them to
us. He Almighty sometimes mentions the clear signs and sometimes
the proofs. We know that the miracles and arguments with which
Allah Almighty supported His messengers and prophets (peace be
upon them) are very numerous.

The strongest proof of their truthfulness is the monotheism they
called to, which is settled in people's natural disposition and is
favored by their minds. Related to this are the useful knowledge,
good deeds, guidance, and the true religion they came with.
Another proof is Allah's testimony for His messengers that they are
on the true path and what they came with is the truth. Among their
greatest miracles is the revelation they received from their Lord.
The greatest revelation is the glorious Qur’an, which is the miracle
of Prophet Muhammad (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him). No human can produce the like of this revelation, for it is the
speech of Allah Almighty, and it comprises information about the
unseen, as well as guidance, light, mercy, and wisdom.
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Among the things with which Allah Almighty supported His
messengers (peace be upon them) are the intellectual arguments He
gave them, thereby confounding the disbelievers and eliminating
their falsehood.

One of their most sublime signs is that they informed about things
related to the unseen, which Allah Almighty permitted them to tell
about. Among the signs is that the previous prophets, along with
their followers, were saved from the evil plotting of their enemies,
whereas the obstinate and arrogant disbelievers were destroyed.
Moreover, Allah Almighty reminds those invited to the religion of
what He did to the destroyed nations of the past and that His
immutable law will surely come to pass. Among the signs proving
their prophethood is their perfect character and noble manners and
actions, as well as the truthfulness of their speech, which indicates
that they would never lie. Another proof is the massive transmission
between generations of their signs, and the knowledge, guidance,
and the true religion they came with, in a way that shows it is
impossible for people to have colluded to transmit something
untrue. Another proof is that they asked for no wage in return for
their mission and did not seek authority. Another proof is that the
prophethood of the prophets would not be maligned except by
ignorant people who did not consider the religion, knowledge, and
guidance brought by them, or by obstinate and arrogant ones.

Among them were material proofs that people could see with
their own eyes, and their minds would submit to them, like the
drowning of the people of Nih (peace be upon him), the she-camel
of Salih (peace be upon him), Hid's challenge to his people that
they all plot against him, Ibrahim's salvation from the fire, and the
miracles of Misa (peace be upon him), such as the staff, the locusts,
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the lice, the frogs, the blood, the flood, and the drowning of
Pharaoh and his people; the miracles of Dawid (David) (peace be
upon him), like the mountains' glorification of Allah and making iron
malleable for him; the miracles of Sulayman (Solomon) (peace be
upon him), like subjecting the winds and jinn to his command and
his familiarity with the speech of birds; the miracles of the Messiah,
like healing the lepers and the blind and bringing the dead to life,
and making something from clay in the shape of a bird and
breathing into it and turning it into a bird by Allah's permission; and
the miracles of our Prophet Muhammad (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him), which are too numerous to be easily
counted, like the splitting of the moon, the Isra’ (night journey) and
Mi‘raj (ascension), the multiplication of food, the speech of animals,
the glorification of Allah by pebbles, the trunk's longing for the
Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him), and Allah's
support for him against his enemies.

Another sign is the condition of the prophets calling people to the
true religion. People can distinguish between an honest person
calling them to the truth and a liar calling them to falsehood. There
are other signs and proofs as well.

All the miracles of the prophets vanished, except for the noble
Qur’an and the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him); they are enduring, for they are
revelation which Allah Almighty pledged to preserve. They contain
the greatest signs and proofs for the Prophet's truthfulness and the
veracity of his prophethood.

We believe that Allah Almighty supports His messengers (peace be
upon them), in accordance with His wisdom, through Shar‘i and
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cosmic signs and proofs; thereby, Allah guides whomever He wills by
His grace and leads astray whomever He wills by His justice.
However, the signs and miracles will only increase the obstinate in
their obstinacy and arrogance.

We believe that had Allah willed, He would have guided all
humankind.

We believe that the signs and proofs of prophethood that came
with them and the miracles with which Allah Almighty provided
them could not be done by false prophets, magicians, or impostors.
Our Lord would not support a liar with a true proof or argument, for
He is the All-Wise Lord in His law and His command, and His wisdom
and immutable rules prevent this from happening.

We believe that Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) is the servant and Messenger of the Lord of
the worlds, and he is the final Prophet and Messenger, the chief of
the children of Adam, and the intimate friend of Allah Almighty.

We know that he was given such miracles the like of which were
not given to any of the messengers (peace be upon them). The
greatest of these miracles is the Noble Qur’an. The first revelation
came to him in the form of true dreams. He would see no dream,
except that it would occur just the way he had seen it. And the first
thing revealed to him was the opening verses of Surat al-‘Alag.
Thereafter, Surat al-Muddaththir was revealed to him. Then, the
revelation got intense and came in succession. We know that the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) continued to
call to monotheism for 13 years in Makkah and then lived in
Madinah for ten years teaching and illustrating the Shariah of Allah,
calling to His religion, and conducting Jihad in Allah's cause until he
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passed away at the age of 63 - (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him).

We know that one of his greatest miracles, after the Noble Qur’an,
is the Isra' and Mi‘raj. Another miracle is the splitting of the moon.
Allah Almighty endowed him with numerous special traits, which
the scholars mention within their books, and sometimes they write
complete separate books on them.

We believe that everyone, among humans and jinn, is obligated to
believe in him, believe in all that he conveyed, and obey his
commands.

We believe that Allah Almighty should not be worshiped except
according to the Shariah brought by Prophet Muhammad (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him). He Almighty warns us
against disobeying the Prophet's commands and enjoins us to love
and revere him and to consider him to be dearer than our souls,
parents, and children, and all people.

We believe that Allah Almighty coupled the Prophet's mention
with His mention in the two testimonies of faith and the Adhan. The
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) is frequently
mentioned in the previous scriptures and the Noble Qur’an. Muslim
scholars have also authored various books on his Sunnah,
biography, traits, manners, and battles.

We believe that Allah Almighty sent him as a Messenger to all
humankind and jinn, and He Almighty led a group of jinn to him to
listen to the Qur'an and go back to their people as warners; thus,
the argument can be established against them. Moreover, Allah, the
Exalted, took the covenant from all prophets and messengers
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(peace be upon them) that if Muhammad (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) were sent as a Messenger while they were
alive, they would definitely believe in him.

We believe that the prophets (peace be upon them) gave glad
tidings to their people about the coming of Prophet Muhammad
(May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him), and that his traits
and the traits of his Companions (May Allah be pleased with them)
were mentioned in the Torah and the Gospel. Also, the Messiah
(peace be upon him) particularly informed the Children of Israel
about his coming. The Children of Israel recognized him as they
would recognize their children. One of the signs of his prophethood,
which was known among the People of the Book, was the Seal of
Prophethood on the Prophet's shoulder.

We believe in the universality of his message. That is why he sent
letters to the kings and rulers inviting them to worship Allah
Almighty alone and to believe in his message.

We believe that Allah Almighty drew the ends of the world
together for the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him), and he saw the extent to which his Ummah's dominion would
extend.

One of the proofs for the universality of his message is that the
Christians of Najran refrained from mubahalah (mutual invocation
to Allah to curse the liar) with him and accepted to pay him the
tribute while being humbled, given their knowledge that he was a
Prophet.

One of the proofs for the universality of the Prophet's message is
the conversion to Islam by many Jewish rabbis and Christian monks,
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and even by thousands and thousands among the People of the
Book. Another proof is that he (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) fought the Romans and commanded His Companions to
conduct Jihad against the Persians and the Romans after him.

Another proof of the universality of his message is that he
promised Suraqgah that he would wear the bracelets of Khusru, and
he actually wore them during ‘Umar's caliphate.

We know with certainty that Allah Almighty, according to His
wisdom, guides whomever He wills by His grace and leads
whomever He wills astray by His justice. It was also dictated by His
wisdom that every prophet had an enemy and that those enemies
would cooperate in their wrong path and speak similarly. The
statements made by the chiefs of people in every nation are similar.
They would sometimes say the prophet is a magician, a soothsayer,
or a liar. They would at other times claim he did not bring them any
miracle or claim that he fabricated lies about Allah Almighty. They
would at other times dismiss him as insane. Far removed are the
messengers of Allah (peace be upon them) from insanity, since they
are the most perfect minds among all people and had the purest
hearts. And sometimes these chiefs would find it too grave to
accept his call to the worship of Allah Almighty alone. They would
also reject the prophet's call on the grounds that he was a human
being like themselves. And they would at other times ask them to
do things which no human being is capable of, out of their
arrogance and stubbornness. For example, they asked Prophet
Muhammad (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) to cause
a spring to gush forth from the earth, or that he should have a
garden, or that he should make the sky fall upon them in pieces, or
that he should bring Allah and the angels before them, or that he
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should have a house of gold, or that he should ascend to the
heaven, or that he should bring down to them a book for them to
read. They would also ask the Prophet to bring them the
punishment he had threatened them with. And at other times, they
would bar people from the way of Allah and tell their followers not
to listen to this Qur’an and to make noise when it was recited. They
would also deny the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) and accuse him that he was taught by a human being,
and what he received was not revelation from Allah Almighty.

Or they would turn away from the Messenger because he was
followed by the poor and weak. They would sometimes mock the
messengers and ridicule them. They would also try to deceive the
Messenger and seek to make him compromise or incline to them.
And they would resort to shaming, which they knew was false, as
Pharaoh did with Musa, describing him as a disbeliever.

The chiefs of the people might also threaten to drive the prophets
out of their lands. The Quraysh disbelievers imposed a siege on our
Prophet Muhammad (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
and his followers and Banu Hashim in the mountain pass for three
years and then drove him out of his land. And the people of Ibrahim
(peace be upon him) tried to burn him, but Allah Almighty saved
him. Moreover, the Children of Israel attempted to kill the prophets,
and they actually killed a number of them.

This is the typical attitude of the arrogant people towards the
messengers and the typical behavior of the chiefs of every nation
towards reformers.
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Chapter on the Belief in the Messengers
(peace be upon them)

Belief in the messengers (peace be upon them) is the fourth
among the pillars of faith. Allah Almighty says:
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{THE MESSENGER BELIEVES IN WHAT HAS BEEN SENT DOWN TO HIM FROM HIS
LORD, AS DO THE BELIEVERS. ALL OF THEM BELIEVE IN ALLAH, HIS ANGELS, HIs
BOOKS, AND HIS MESSENGERS, [SAYING]: "WE MAKE NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN
ANY OF HIS MESSENGERS."} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 285] He Almighty also
says:

o3al13 Al Cale G Sl 605 o jRally (3 )l 08 26 4515055 of 5l ol &
[177 15 801] .. il ol A&aalfy 291

{IT 1S NOT RIGHTEOUSNESS TO TURN YOUR FACES TOWARDS THE EAST OR THE
WEST, BUT RIGHTEOUSNESS IS TO BELIEVE IN ALLAH, THE LAST DAY, THE ANGELS,
THE SCRIPTURES, AND THE PROPHETS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 177] Abu
Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger
of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) came out to
the people one day, and a man came to him and said: "O Messenger
of Allah, what is Iman (faith)?" He said: "To believe in Allah, His
angels, His book, the meeting with Him, and His messengers, and to
believe in the Resurrection of the Afterlife." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(4777), Muslim (9), and Ibn Majah (64)] We believe that the basis of
the call of the messengers (peace be upon them) is knowledge
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about Allah and His names, attributes, and actions; and that they
were all sent with the monotheistic belief, and called people to
worship Allah Almighty alone and abandon the worship of anything
other than Him. The Almighty Lord says:
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{AND WE SENT NOT BEFORE YOU ANY MESSENGER EXCEPT THAT WE REVEALED
TO HIM THAT “THERE IS NO TRUE GOD BUT ME, SO WORSHIP ME.”} [SURAT AL-
ANBIYA": 25] Each prophet would say to his people:
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{WORSHIP ALLAH; YOU HAVE NO GOD OTHER THAN Him. WILL YOU NOT THEN
FEAR HIM?} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 65] The prophets and messengers were
the most perfect in faith and monotheism among people, and they
were the most knowledgeable about the Creator and what we
should and should not do with regard to Him, Exalted be He. Each
prophet called his people to two great principles, namely the
worship of Allah Almighty alone and the belief in the Last Day. This
includes the bliss our Lord prepared for His pious servants and the
punishment He prepared for His enemies. Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{INDEED, WE SENT NOAH TO HIS PEOPLE. HE SAID: "O MY PEOPLE, WORSHIP
ALLAH; YOU HAVE NO GOD OTHER THAN HIM. | FEAR FOR YOU THE PUNISHMENT OF
A MOMENTOUS DAY."} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 59] And He Almighty says:
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{AND TO THE PEOPLE OF MIDIAN WE SENT THEIR BROTHER SHU‘AYB. HE SAID:
"O MY PEOPLE, WORSHIP ALLAH; YOU HAVE NO GOD BESIDES HIM. DO NOT GIVE
SHORT MEASURE OR WEIGHT. | SEE THAT YOU ARE IN PROSPERITY, BUT | FEAR FOR
YOU THE PUNISHMENT OF AN ENCOMPASSING DAY."} [SURAT HOD: 84] In
another verse, Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{REMEMBER [HUD] THE BROTHER OF ‘AD, WHEN HE WARNED HIS PEOPLE IN THE
[LAND OF] SAND DUNES — AND INDEED THERE CAME WARNERS BEFORE HIM AND
AFTER HIM — [SAYING]: "WORSHIP NONE BUT ALLAH. INDEED, | FEAR FOR YOU THE
PUNISHMENT OF A HORRIBLE DAY."} [SURAT AL-AHQAF: 21] We believe that
all the prophets (peace be upon them) called for the same major
principles, namely the belief in Allah and His angels, His books, His
messengers, the Last Day, and destiny, with its pleasant and
unpleasant aspects. They all called for the main acts of worship, like
prayer, Zakah, fasting, and Hajj, and called for the best morals and
prohibited the worst bad manners.
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{HE HAS PRESCRIBED FOR YOU [BELIEVERS] THE SAME RELIGION WHICH HE
ENJOINED UPON NOAH, AND THAT WHICH WE HAVE REVEALED TO You [O
PROPHET] AND THAT WHICH WE ENJOINED UPON ABRAHAM, MOSES, AND JESUS:

"YOU SHOULD UPHOLD THE RELIGION AND MAKE NO DIVISIONS THEREIN."} [SURAT
ASH-SHURA: 13] So, the prophets (peace be upon them) called for the



same fundamentals; and the difference lay in the laws to which they
called people, along with their variant rulings and details. Allah
Almighty says:
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{WE HAVE REVEALED TO YOU [O PROPHET] THE BOOK IN TRUTH, CONFIRMING
THE SCRIPTURES THAT CAME BEFORE IT AND AS A CRITERION OVER THEM. SO JUDGE
BETWEEN THEM ACCORDING TO WHAT ALLAH HAS REVEALED, AND DO NOT FOLLOW
THEIR DESIRES IN DISREGARD OF THE TRUTH THAT HAS COME TO YOU. TO EACH OF
YOU WE HAVE ORDAINED A LAW AND A WAY OF LIFE.} [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 48]

We believe that it is compulsory to believe in all the prophets
(peace be upon them), to believe in all the information they
mentioned in relation to the unseen, to observe their commands
and prohibitions, to love and revere them, to follow their example,
and to testify that they conveyed the message, fulfilled the trust,
showed sincerity to Allah Almighty and His servants, and conducted
Jihad for Allah's sake in the true way. Every nation should act upon
the Shariah of the prophet sent to them. For this nation, the Muslim
Ummabh, the jinn and human beings should act upon the Shariah of
the final Prophet and Messenger (May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him), for he was sent to all humans and jinn.

All prophets and messengers came to bring people out of the
darkness of disbelief, polytheism, and ignorance, even if they led a
life of affluence, power, and production. About Musa (peace be
upon him), Allah Almighty says:
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{WE SENT MOSES WITH OUR SIGNS [SAYING]: "BRING YOUR PEOPLE OUT OF THE
DEPTHS OF DARKNESS INTO THE LIGHT, AND REMIND THEM OF ALLAH’S DAYS [OF
FAVOR]. INDEED, THERE ARE SIGNS IN THIS FOR EVERY PATIENT AND GRATEFUL
PERSON."} [SURAT IBRAHIM: 5] Allah Almighty also says:
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{Do YOU BUILD A LANDMARK ON EVERY HIGH PLACE FOR NO PURPOSE? AND DO
YOU CONSTRUCT FOR YOURSELVES PALACES, HOPING THAT YOU WILL LIVE FOREVER?
AND WHEN YOU ATTACK [OTHERS], DO YOU ATTACK RUTHLESSLY?} [SURAT ASH-
SHU‘ARA’: 128-130] And He, Exalted be He, says:
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{HAVE THEY NOT TRAVELED THROUGH THE LAND TO SEE HOW WAS THE END OF
THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE THEM? THEY WERE MORE POWERFUL THAN THEM, AND
THEY TILLED THE LAND AND BUILT IT MORE THAN THESE PEOPLE HAVE EVER BUILT.
THEIR MESSENGERS CAME TO THEM WITH CLEAR PROOFS. IT WAS NOT ALLAH WHO
WRONGED THEM, BUT IT WAS THEY WHO WRONGED THEMSELVES.} [SURAT AR-
ROM: 9] We believe that Allah Almighty sent them as warners and
bearers of glad tidings, so that the people may not have an
argument against their Lord after the messengers came to them.
Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{THESE MESSENGERS WERE SENT AS BEARERS OF GLAD TIDINGS AND AS
WARNERS, SO THAT THE PEOPLE MAY HAVE NO EXCUSE BEFORE ALLAH AFTER [THE
COMING OF] THE MESSENGERS. FOR ALLAH IS ALL-MIGHTY, ALL-WISE.} [SURAT
AN-NISA”: 165] We believe that Allah Almighty sent a messenger to
every community. He, Glorified be He, says:
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{INDEED, WE SENT TO EVERY COMMUNITY A MESSENGER, [SAYING]: "WORSHIP
ALLAH AND SHUN FALSE GODS."} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 36] And the Prophet
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The children of
Israel used to be ruled and guided by prophets. Whenever a prophet
died, another would take over his place. Indeed, there will be no
prophet after me." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3455), Muslim (1842),
and lbn Majah (2871)] Our Lord even informs us that He sent three
prophets to one town at the same time. He Almighty says:
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{WHEN WE SENT THEM TWO [MESSENGERS], BUT THEY REJECTED THEM, SO WE
STRENGTHENED THEM WITH A THIRD, AND THEY SAID: "WE ARE SENT TO YOU AS
MESSENGERS."} [SURAT YASIN: 14] We should believe in those prophets
and messengers whose names are known to us, and as for those
whose names we do not know, we should believe in them as a
whole. So, we should believe in all prophets and messengers. Allah,
the Exalted, says:
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{THERE ARE MESSENGERS WHOSE STORIES WE HAVE ALREADY MENTIONED TO
YOU, AND MESSENGERS WE HAVE NOT MENTIONED TO YOU. AND ALLAH SPOKE TO
MOSES DIRECTLY.} [SURAT AN-NISA”: 164] Allah Almighty also says:
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{THE MESSENGER BELIEVES IN WHAT HAS BEEN SENT DOWN TO HIM FROM HIS
LORD, AS DO THE BELIEVERS. ALL OF THEM BELIEVE IN ALLAH, HIS ANGELS, HIs
Books, AND HIS MESSENGERS, [SAYING]: "WE MAKE NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN
ANY OF HIS MESSENGERS." AND THEY SAY: "WE HEAR AND OBEY. GRANT US YOUR
FORGIVENESS, OUR LORD, AND TO YOU IS THE [FINAL] DESTINATION."} [SURAT AL-
BAQARAH: 285] And He, Exalted be He, says:
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{SAY: "WE BELIEVE IN ALLAH AND WHAT HAS BEEN SENT DOWN TO US AND
WHAT WAS SENT DOWN TO ABRAHAM, ISHMAEL, ISAAC, JACOB, AND HIS
DESCENDANTS, AND WHAT WAS GIVEN TO MOSES, JESUS, AND OTHER PROPHETS
FROM THEIR LORD; WE MAKE NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN ANY OF THEM, AND TO
Him WE suBmIT."} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 84] We believe that Allah Almighty
sends His messengers to whomever He wills from among His
servants, according to His wisdom. He, Glorified be He, says:
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{IF WE HAD WILLED, WE COULD HAVE SENT TO EACH TOWN A WARNER.} [SURAT
AL-FURQAN: 51] Allah Almighty also says:
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{THEN WE SENT OUR MESSENGERS IN SUCCESSION: EVERY TIME A MESSENGER
CAME TO HIS PEOPLE, THEY REJECTED HIM. SO WE DESTROYED THEM, ONE AFTER
THE OTHER, AND MADE THEM MERE TALES. AWAY WITH THE PEOPLE WHO REFUSE
TO BELIEVE!} [SURAT AL-MU’MINUN: 44] No one can reverse His
judgment. He does whatever He wills and chooses. Allah Almighty
says:
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{YOUR LORD CREATES AND CHOOSES WHAT HE WILLS; THEY HAVE NO CHOICE.
GLORIFIED IS ALLAH AND EXALTED IS HE FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASSOCIATE WITH
Him.} [SURAT AL-QasAs: 68] Whoever disbelieves in one prophet has
thus disbelieved in all prophets (peace be upon them). The Almighty
Lord says:
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{THE PEOPLE OF NOAH REJECTED THE MESSENGERS.} [SURAT ASH-SHU‘ARA’:
105] This is similar to another verse that says:
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{ALL OF THEM REJECTED THE MESSENGERS, SO MY WARNING WAS FULFILLED.}
[SURAT QAF: 14] We believe that prophethood is a divine favor and
mercy which He bestows upon whomever He wills from among His
servants. Allah Almighty chooses messengers from the angels and
from mankind. In the Qur’an, He, Exalted be He, says:
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{ALLAH CHOOSES MESSENGERS FROM THE ANGELS AND FROM MANKIND. INDEED,
ALLAH IS ALL-HEARING, ALL-SEEING.} [SURAT AL-HAJJ: 75] He Almighty also
says:
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{ALLAH KNOWS BEST WHERE TO PLACE HIS MESSAGE.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 124]
So, prophethood is not something that can be acquired or obtained
by hard work and good deeds, or by the purification of one's soul
and heart, and refinement of one's manners. We believe that some
of the prophets and messengers (peace be upon them) are
preferred over the others. Allah Almighty says:
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{THOSE MESSENGERS: WE FAVORED SOME OVER OTHERS. THERE ARE SOME TO
WHOM ALLAH SPOKE, AND SOME HE RAISED HIGH IN RANK. TO JESUS, SON OF
MARY, WE GAVE CLEAR SIGNS AND SUPPORTED HIM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.}
[SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 253] And that the best among the prophets are
those with firm resolve, who are mentioned in the verse that says:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN WE TOOK FROM THE PROPHETS THEIR COVENANT AND
FROM YOU [O PROPHET], AND FROM NOAH, ABRAHAM, MOSES, AND JESUS, SON
OF MARY; WE TOOK FROM THEM A SOLEMN COVENANT.} [SURAT AL-AHZAB: 7]
Allah Almighty also refers to them in the verse that reads:
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{SO BE PATIENT, AS THE MIESSENGERS OF FIRM RESOLVE WERE PATIENT.} [SURAT
AL-AHQAF: 35] And the best among the messengers of firm resolve
are lbrahim and Muhammad (peace be upon them). Allah, the
Exalted, says:
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{WHO IS BETTER IN RELIGION THAN ONE WHO SUBMITS HIMSELF ENTIRELY TO
ALLAH, DOES GOOD, AND FOLLOWS THE RELIGION OF ABRAHAM, EXCLUSIVELY
DEVOTED TO ALLAH? FOR ALLAH DID TAKE ABRAHAM AS A CLOSE FRIEND.} [SURAT
AN-NIsA”: 125] Jundub (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: |
heard the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him),
five days before his death, say: "l stand acquitted before Allah that |
take any one of you as a close friend, for Allah has taken me as a
close friend, as he took lbrahim as a close friend." [Narrated by
Muslim (532)] We bear witness that our Prophet Muhammad (May
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) is the best of all
messengers and prophets. He (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "I am the chief of the children of Adam on the Day
of Judgement." [Narrated by Muslim (2278) and Abu Dawud (4673)]
Yet, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
forbade people from distinguishing between the prophets by way of
fanaticism or derogation. Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with
him) reported: Two men, a Muslim and a Jew, abused each other.
The Muslim said: "By the One Who gave superiority to Muhammad
over all the people." Thereupon, the Jew said: "By the One Who
gave superiority to Musa over all the people." The Muslim became
furious at that and slapped the Jew in the face. The Jew went to the
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Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
and informed him of what happened between him and the Muslim.
Thereupon, the Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon him) called the Muslim and asked him about that, and he
told him. Then, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "Do not give me preference over Misa, for the
people will fall unconscious on the Day of Resurrection and | will be
the first to gain consciousness, and behold! Misa will be there
holding the side of Allah's Throne. | will not know whether Misa has
been among those people who have become unconscious and then
has regained consciousness before me, or has been among those
exempted by Allah from falling unconscious." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (2411), Muslim (2373), Abu Dawidd (4671), At-Tirmidhi
(3245), and Ibn Majah (4274)] In another version: The Prophet (May
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) became so angry that it
showed on his face. Then, he said: "Do not give preference to the
prophets of Allah over one another." [Narrated by Muslim (2373)]
As Allah Almighty took Ibrahim and Muhammad (peace be upon
them) as close friends, He chose Musa (peace be upon him) and
favored him with His messages and speaking with Him. In addition
to our Prophet Muhammad (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) being a close friend of Allah, his Lord also spoke to Him
from behind a veil on the night of Isra’. Allah Almighty says:

[10 padl] )+ 251 Lol Y (23

{THEN HE REVEALED TO HIS SLAVE WHAT HE HAD TO REVEAL.} [SURAT AN-NAJM:
10] So, our Prophet Muhammad (May Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon him) combined the honor of friendship and speaking. We
believe that the prophets are the best among mankind. No person,



regardless of his piety or status, can reach the rank of a prophet. So,
it is not permissible to prefer any human being over any of the
prophets. The Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon him) said: "It is not befitting for anyone to be better than
Yunus ibn Matta (Jonah)." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4804)] We
believe that Allah Almighty only sent men as messengers. He,
Exalted be He, says:
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{WE DID NOT SEND BEFORE YOU [O PROPHET] EXCEPT MEN TO WHOM WE GAVE
REVELATION.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA": 7] We know that the messengers and
prophets (peace be upon them) are the best among all mankind.
Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{ALLAH CHOOSES MESSENGERS FROM THE ANGELS AND FROM MANKIND. INDEED,
ALLAH IS ALL-HEARING, ALL-SEEING.} [SURAT AL-HAJJ: 75] And they are the
most perfect among people in terms of religion, minds, and morals.
Allah Almighty says:
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{SAY: "l AM ONLY A MAN LIKE YOU; IT HAS BEEN REVEALED TO ME."} [SURAT AL-
KAHF: 110] So, they are human beings just like other people, except
that they received divine revelation; and they were infallible in what
they conveyed from their Lord. Allah Almighty says about His
Prophet and close friend Muhammad (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him):
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{NOR DOES HE SPEAK OUT OF HIS OWN DESIRE. IT IS BUT A REVELATION SENT
DOWN [TO HIM]. HE WAS TAUGHT BY [AN ANGEL OF] MIGHTY POWER.} [SURAT
AN-NAIM: 3-5] We believe that Allah Almighty created the angels
from light. So, they are among Allah's creation. He created them in a
specific form whose reality is known to Him alone. They are devout
servants, whom Allah, the Exalted, created to worship Him and carry
out His commands. They worship Him and never disdain to do so.
Their acts of worship include glorification of Allah, prostration, and
fear and apprehension of their Lord. In spite of their earnest
worship of Allah Almighty, they are severely fearful of Him. Among
their worship is that they show loyalty and love for the sake of Allah,
Exalted be He. We believe that Allah Almighty created them in a
specific form only known to Him, the Creator. We believe that Allah,
Glorified be He, created them with wings and allowed them to come
to the prophets and messengers (peace be upon them) in human
form. Those polytheists who claimed that the angels are the
daughters of Allah are declared liars by the Almighty Creator. We
believe that angels do not eat or drink, for they have no desires, and
they are characterized by modesty and get hurt by things that hurt
humans. We believe that Allah Almighty created in them such
tremendous power and strength that He alone encompasses, and
they are too numerous to be counted, except by the One Who
created them. We believe that Allah, the Exalted, honored them and
assigned them with various sublime tasks, the most noble of which
is to be a messenger between Allah and His servants, conveying the
revelations to them. The angel tasked with bringing down the
revelations to the prophets and messengers of Allah is Jibril (peace
be upon him). Allah Almighty may also send them to people other
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than the prophets as an affliction and test. Among their tasks is
bearing the Throne, writing down the destiny, taking care of wombs
and their contents in terms of creation, forming and breathing life
into bodies in this world and in the Hereafter, taking away people's
lives, conducting Jihad along with the believers, supplicating for the
believers and seeking Allah's forgiveness for them, witnessing the
believers' worship, raising their good words, and conveying their
news to the Almighty Lord, though He is the All-Aware, All-Knowing,
and He does not need anyone to tell Him. Their tasks also include
coming down to earth on special occasions of worship, such as
Fridays, the day of ‘Arafah, and the Night of Al-Qadr. One of their
tasks is to convey to the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) his Ummah's invocations of Allah's blessings upon
him. Among their tasks is to protect people, record their good and
bad deeds, guard Madinah from the Anti-Christ, question the dead
in the grave, give glad tidings to the believers at the time of death
about their great attainment, receive them in the Hereafter, and
enter their places through the gates of Paradise. They will also come
along with Allah Almighty on the Day of Judgment, rank after rank.
Among them is the gatekeeper of Paradise and the gatekeeper of
Hellfire. We believe that Allah Almighty created angels with
different ranks and positions. Angels of the highest status are lJibril,
Mika’ll, and Israfil, and the noblest among them include the bearers
of the Throne and also those angels who took part in the battle of
Badr. In every heaven there are angels whose number is only known
to Allah, Exalted be He. Each of them has a known station, and some
of them are particularly brought close to their Lord. Chapter on the
Obligation of Belief in the Angels [Surat al-Ma’idah: 17] And the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said to his
paternal aunt and daughter Fatimah (May Allah be pleased with
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her): "O people of Quraysh, buy yourselves from Allah, for | cannot
avail you at all against Allah; O children of ‘Abd Manaf, | cannot avail
you anything against Allah; O ‘Abbas ibn ‘Abdul-Muttalib, | cannot
avail you anything against Allah; O Safiyyah, the Messenger's
paternal aunt, | cannot avail you anything against Allah; O Fatimah
bint Muhammad, ask me whatever you like from my property, but |
cannot avail you anything against Allah." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(2753), Muslim (206), At-Tirmidhi (3185), and An-Nasa’i (3646)] As
they did not possess any power to benefit or harm themselves or
others when they were alive, there is even greater reason they
cannot do so after they die. We believe that they did not know the
unseen except to the extent what Allah Almighty revealed to them
and permitted them to know. Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{SAY [O PROPHET]: "I DO NOT TELL YOU THAT | HAVE THE TREASURIES OF ALLAH,
NOR DO | KNOW THE UNSEEN, NOR DO | TELL YOU THAT | AM AN ANGEL. | ONLY
FOLLOW WHAT IS REVEALED TO ME."} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 50] Allah Almighty
also says:
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{SAy: "l HAVE NO POWER TO BENEFIT OR HARM MYSELF, EXCEPT WHAT ALLAH
WILLS. IF | HAD KNOWLEDGE OF THE UNSEEN, | WOULD HAVE ACQUIRED MUCH
GOOD, AND NO EVIL WOULD HAVE TOUCHED ME. | AM ONLY A WARNER AND
BEARER OF GLAD TIDINGS FOR PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE."} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 188]
And He, Exalted be He, says:

- \\" rAS ‘/“ «
N -7
<
-
N

= 307 N

L
BN

2

-~



0 On A 388 k5 (e (il 0a ) YR e e fedad S8 il gl
[27-26 10 ll] § Y VIsia) “adla Gag 43

{[HE 1s] KNOWER OF THE UNSEEN, HE DOES NOT REVEAL HIS UNSEEN TO
ANYONE, EXCEPT THE MESSENGER WHOM HE CHOOSES, THEN HE APPOINTS ANGEL-
GUARDS BEFORE HIM AND BEHIND HIM.} [SURAT AL-JINN: 26-27] The prophets
and messengers (peace be upon them) worshiped Allah Almighty
with fear and hope. Our Lord says:
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{THEY USED TO HASTEN IN DOING GOOD DEEDS AND USED TO CALL UPON Us
WITH HOPE AND FEAR, AND THEY WERE HUMBLE BEFORE US.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA”:
90] They would seek Allah's pleasure and pursue means of nearness
to Him. Allah Almighty says:
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{THOSE WHOM THEY CALL UPON SEEK MEANS OF NEARNESS TO THEIR LORD,
EACH TRYING TO BECOME CLOSER, HOPING FOR HIS MERCY AND FEARING HIS
PUNISHMENT. INDEED, THE PUNISHMENT OF YOUR LORD IS FEARSOME.} [SURAT
AL-ISRA": 57] The prophets and messengers (peace be upon them)
were subject to the same things which other people experience, like
afflictions, illnesses, and death. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{You [O PROPHET] WILL SURELY DIE, AND THEY TOO WILL DIE.} [SURAT Az-
ZUMAR: 30] Mentioning Prophet Ayyidb (Job) (peace be upon him)
and his suffering, Allah Almighty says:



[83 1sLui¥] %Am&jﬂ sa ) &l y Sall (ta 74035 535 3 Gl

{AND [REMEMBER] JOB, WHEN HE CRIED OUT TO HIS LORD: "I HAVE BEEN
STRUCK BY ADVERSITY, AND YOU ARE THE MOST MERCIFUL OF THOSE WHO SHOW
MERCY."} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA": 83] The prophets and messengers (peace
be upon them) had wives and offspring. Allah, Blessed and Glorified
be He, says:
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{WE HAVE SENT MESSENGERS BEFORE YOU AND GAVE THEM WIVES AND
OFFSPRING.} [SURAT AR-RA‘D: 38] And they would eat food and walk in
the markets. Allah Almighty says:
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{WE DID NOT SEND ANY MESSENGERS BEFORE YOU [O PROPHET] EXCEPT THAT
THEY ATE FOOD AND WALKED IN THE MARKETS.} [SURAT AL-FURQAN: 20] They
would suffer grief. Speaking about Y‘aqlb (Jacob) (peace be upon
him), Allah Almighty says:
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{HE TURNED AWAY FROM THEM AND SAID: "O MY SORROW FOR JOSEPH!" AND
HIS EYES TURNED WHITE BECAUSE OF SUPPRESSING HIS GRIEF.} [SURAT YUSUF: 84]
In a Hadith about the death of the son of the Prophet's daughter, it
is reported that when the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon him) sat there (at the house of his daughter), the child was
brought to him, and he took him into his lap while the child's breath
was disturbed in his chest. The Prophet's eyes started shedding
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tears. Thereupon, Sa‘d said: "What is this, O Messenger of Allah?"
He said: "This is mercy which Allah has lodged in the hearts of
whomever of His servants He wills. Verily, Allah is merciful only to
the merciful among His servants." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6655),
Muslim (923), Abu Dawid (3125), An-Nasa’i (1868), and lbn Majah
(1588)] -- We know that they rendered sincere advice to the people,
fulfilled the trust, and conveyed the message of their Lord. It did not
harm them that some of their followers did not comply with their
teachings or that some of their people showed arrogance towards
them. The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "l was shown the nations, and | saw a prophet who had a few
followers with him, and a prophet who had one or two men with
him, and a prophet who had none with him." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (5705), Muslim (220), and At-Tirmidhi (2446)] We believe
that Allah Almighty raised the Messiah (peace be upon him) to Him,
alive, when his people wanted to kill him. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{WHEN JESUS SENSED DISBELIEF FROM THEM, HE SAID: "WHO ARE MY HELPERS
IN THE CAUSE OF ALLAH?" THE DISCIPLES SAID: "WE ARE HELPERS OF ALLAH. WE
BELIEVE IN ALLAH; SO BEAR WITNESS THAT WE ARE MusLIMS." OUR LORD, WE
BELIEVE IN WHAT YOU HAVE SENT DOWN AND WE FOLLOW THE MESSENGER; SO
COUNT US AMONG THOSE WHO BEAR WITNESS [TO THE TRUTH].” AND THEY [THE
DISBELIEVERS] DEVISED A PLAN, BUT ALLAH ALSO MADE A PLAN, AND ALLAH IS THE
BEST OF PLANNERS. } [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 52-54] Allah Almighty also says:
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{AND HE [JESUS] WILL BE A SIGN OF THE HOUR; SO DO NOT HAVE DOUBT ABOUT
IT AND FOLLOW ME. THIS IS A STRAIGHT PATH.} [SURAT AZ-ZUKHRUF: 61] lbn
‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him), Mujahid, and Qatadah said:
It refers to the descent of ‘Isa, the son of Maryam (peace be upon
him). [Narrated by At-Tabari in At-Tafsir (20/631-633)] Allah, the
Exalted, says:
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{THERE WILL BE NONE FROM THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK BUT WILL BELIEVE IN HIM
[UPON HIS RETURN] BEFORE HIS DEATH; AND ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION HE
WILL BE A WITNESS AGAINST THEM.} [SURAT AN-NISA": 159] Commenting on
the phrase {before his death}, Ibn ‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased with
him) said: "That's before the death of ‘Isa, the son of Maryam."
[Tafsir At-Tabari (9/380)] We believe that he will descend at the end
of time as a just judge. Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with
him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "By the One in Whose hand my soul is,
the son of Maryam is about to descend among you as a just judge.
He will break the cross, kill the pig, and lay down the tribute, and
wealth will be so superfluous that none would accept it." [Narrated
by Al-Bukhari (2222), Muslim (155), Abu Dawid (4324), At-Tirmidhi
(2233), and Ibn Majah (4078)] Telling about the Messiah's descent,
the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"And it would be at this very time that Allah would send the
Messiah, the son of Maryam, and he will descend at the white
minaret in the eastern side of Damascus, wearing two garments
lightly dyed with saffron and placing his hands on the wings of two
angels. When he would lower his head, there would fall beads of



perspiration therefrom, and when he would raise it up, beads like
pearls would scatter from it." [Narrated by Muslim (2937), Abu
Dawud (4321), At-Tirmidhi (2240), and Ibn Majah (4075)]
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Chapter on the Miracles of the Prophets
and the Signs of Their Prophethood

We know that Allah Almighty gave each prophet such miracles and
arguments that would prompt people to believe. Abu Hurayrah
(May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah
(May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "There was no
prophet among the prophets but was given miracles because of
which people had security - or believed. But, what | was given was
the revelation Allah sent down to me. So, | hope that | will have the
most followers among them on the Day of Judgment." [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari (7274) and Muslim (152)] We believe that Allah Almighty
did not send any prophet without a miracle that indicated his
truthfulness, whether we know it or not. A group of these miracles
is mentioned in the noble Qur'an. We also know that there are
numerous miracles with which Allah, Exalted be He, supported His
past messengers and He did not mention them to us. Allah, Glorified
be He, says:
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{BUT THOSE WHO DISBELIEVE AND REJECT OUR VERSES, THEY ARE THE PEOPLE OF
THE BLAZING FIRE.} [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 10] He Almighty also says:
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{[THEIR] CASE IS LIKE THAT OF THE PEOPLE OF PHARAOH AND THOSE BEFORE

THEM. THEY ALL REJECTED OUR SIGNS, SO ALLAH SEIZED THEM FOR THEIR SINS, FOR
ALLAH IS SEVERE IN PUNISHMENT.} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 11] And Allah



Almighty sometimes mentions the clear signs and proofs, like in the
verse that says:
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{AND WE SENT MOSES WITH OUR SIGNS AND CLEAR PROOF.} [SURAT HUD: 96]
In another verse, He Almighty says:
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{ALLAH sAID: "WE WILL STRENGTHEN YOU THROUGH YOUR BROTHER AND GIVE
YOU BOTH POWER, SO THEY CANNOT HARM YOU. WITH OUR SIGNS, YOU AND YOUR
FOLLOWERS WILL PREVAIL."} [SURAT AL-QAsAS: 35] ‘lkrimah said: "Sultan
(power) in the Qur'an means: an argument." [Tafsir At-Tabari (8/30)
and (9/337)] We know that the miracles and arguments with which
Allah Almighty supported His messengers and prophets (peace be
upon them) are very numerous. The greatest among these was the
revelation they received from their Lord. Allah's revelation to His
prophets and messengers could be without an intermediary, like
through a dream. For example, Allah Almighty says about lbrahim
(peace be upon him):
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{THEN WHEN HE REACHED THE AGE WHERE HE COULD WORK WITH HIM,
ABRAHAM SAID: "O MY DEAR SON, | HAVE SEEN IN A DREAM THAT | MUST
SACRIFICE YOU."} [SURAT AS-SAFFAT: 102] Or the messenger hears Allah's
speech directly, yet from behind a veil. Allah Almighty says:
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{IT IS NOT FOR A HUMAN BEING THAT ALLAH SHOULD SPEAK TO HIM EXCEPT
THROUGH REVELATION OR FROM BEHIND A VEIL.} [SURAT ASH-SHORA: 51] An
example is Allah's speech to Misa (peace be upon him). Allah,
Exalted be He, says:
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{HE sAID: "O MOSsES, | HAVE CHOSEN YOU ABOVE OTHER PEOPLE, BY GIVING
YOU MY MESSAGES AND SPEAKING TO YOU. SO HOLD FAST TO WHAT | HAVE GIVEN
YOU, AND BE OF THOSE WHO ARE GRATEFUL."} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 144] Or the
angel speaks to him. Allah, the Exalted, says:

[51 150530 ... a5 ) 81 435 o 2 08 s @

{OR HE SENDS AN ANGEL-MESSENGER TO REVEAL WHAT HE wiLLS BY His
PERMISSION.} [SURAT ASH-SHURA: 51] We know that one of the strongest
proofs of their truthfulness is the monotheism they called to, which
is settled in people's natural disposition and favored by their minds,
and the useful knowledge, good deeds, guidance, and the true
religion they came with. ‘Ubaydullah ibn ‘Abdullah related that
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) related to
him: Abu Sufyan related to me that Heraclius said to him: "l asked
you about what he commands you to do, and you claimed that he
commands you to observe prayer, truthfulness and chastity, keep
promises, and fulfill trusts. This is the character of a prophet."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2681), Muslim (1773), and At-Tirmidhi
(2717)] When Ja‘far (May Allah be pleased with him) recited the first
verses of Surat Maryam to Negus, he remarked: "Indeed, these
words and the words brought by Misa come out of the same lamp."
[Narrated by Is'haq ibn Rahwayh (1835), Ahmad (22498), Ibn
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Khuzaymah (2260), At-Tahawi in Sharh Mushkil Al-Athar (5598), and
Abu Na‘im in Al-Hilyah (1/115) and in Dalad’il An-Nubuwwah (194)]
Another proof is Allah's testimony for His messengers that they are
on the true path and came with what is the truth. He, Exalted be He,
says:
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{BUT ALLAH BEARS WITNESS TO WHAT HE HAS SENT DOWN TO YOU, AS HE HAS
SENT IT DOWN WITH HIS KNOWLEDGE, AND THE ANGELS BEAR WITNESS; BUT
SUFFICIENT IS ALLAH AS A WITNESS.} [SURAT AN-NIsA”: 166] Allah Almighty
also says:
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{THOSE WHO DISBELIEVE SAY: "YOU ARE NOT A MESSENGER." SAY: "ALLAH IS
SUFFICIENT AS A WITNESS BETWEEN ME AND YOU, AS WELL AS THOSE WHO HAVE
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SCRIPTURE."} [SURAT AR-RA‘D: 43] Among their
greatest miracles is the revelation they received from their Lord,
and the greatest revelation is the glorious Qur’an, which is the
miracle of Prophet Muhammad (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him). No human can produce the like of this revelation, for it is
the speech of Allah Almighty, and it comprises information about
the unseen, as well as guidance, light, mercy, and wisdom. Among
their clear signs are the intellectual arguments with which Allah
Almighty provides His messengers and prophets (peace be upon
them), confounding the disbelievers and eliminating their falsehood.
For example, Allah, Glorified be He, says:
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{HAVE YOU NOT CONSIDERED THE ONE WHO ARGUED WITH ABRAHAM ABOUT HIS
LORD, AS ALLAH HAD GIVEN HIM KINGSHIP? WHEN ABRAHAM SAID: "MY LORD IS
THE ONE WHO GIVES LIFE AND CAUSES DEATH." HE SAID: "l GIVE LIFE AND CAUSE
DEATH." ABRAHAM SAID: "IT 1S ALLAH WHO BRINGS THE SUN FROM THE EAST, SO
BRING IT FROM THE WEST." THUS THE DISBELIEVER WAS DUMBFOUNDED, AND
ALLAH DOES NOT GUIDE THE WRONGDOING PEOPLE.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 258]
In other verses, Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) is quoted as
saying:
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{INDEED, THEY ARE MY ENEMIES, EXCEPT THE LORD OF THE WORLDS, WHO
CREATED ME, SO HE GUIDES ME; AND IT IS HE WHO PROVIDES ME WITH FOOD AND
DRINK; AND WHEN | AM ILL, HE HEALS ME; AND HE WILL CAUSE ME TO DIE THEN
BRING ME BACK TO LIFE; AND | HOPE THAT HE WILL FORGIVE ME MY SINS ON THE
DAY OF JUDGMENT.} [SURAT ASH-SHU‘ARA": 77-82] Speaking to Pharaoh,
Prophet Misa (peace be upon him) is quoted as saying:
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{OUR LORD IS THE ONE WHO GAVE EVERYTHING ITS FORM THEN GUIDED IT.}
[SURAT TAHA: 50] Another one is the verse that says:
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{IF THERE HAD BEEN GODS BESIDES ALLAH IN THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, BOTH
REALMS WOULD HAVE FALLEN IN DISORDER. GLORY BE TO ALLAH — LORD OF THE
THRONE — FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASCRIBE [TO HIM].} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA’: 22] In
another verse, Allah Almighty says:
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{ALLAH HAS NEVER BEGOTTEN A SON, NOR IS THERE ANY GOD BESIDES HIM.
OTHERWISE, EACH GOD WOULD HAVE TAKEN AWAY WHAT HE HAD CREATED, AND
EACH WOULD HAVE TRIED TO GAIN SUPREMACY OVER THE OTHER. GLORY BE TO
ALLAH FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASCRIBE TO HiM!} [SURAT AL-MU’MINON: 91] The
proofs are numerous. We have mentioned some of them in the
chapter of lordship and divinity. One of the most sublime signs is
their informing about things related to the unseen, which Allah
Almighty permitted them to tell about. Among the previous
prophets' amazing signs is that they, along with their followers,
were saved from the evil plotting of their enemies, whereas the
obstinate, arrogant disbelievers were destroyed. Moreover, Allah
Almighty reminds those invited to the religion of what He did to the
past nations and that His immutable law will surely come to pass. In
the first verses of Surat al-Anbiya’, He, Exalted be He, says:
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{THEN WE FULFILLED OUR PROMISE TO THEM: WE SAVED THEM AND THOSE
WHOM WE WILLED, AND DESTROYED THOSE WHO TRANSGRESSED ALL BOUNDS.}
[SURAT AL-ANBIYA”: 9] Then, in its concluding verses, He Almighty says:
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{WE HAVE WRITTEN IN THE PSALMS, AFTER THE PRESERVED RECORD, THAT THE
LAND WILL BE INHERITED BY MY RIGHTEOUS SLAVES.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA": 105]
He, Exalted be He, also says:
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{BUT THEY REJECTED ALL OF OUR SIGNS, SO WE SEIZED THEM WITH THE GRIP OF
THE ALL-MIGHTY, MOST POWERFUL. ARE YOUR DISBELIEVERS [O MAKKANS]
SUPERIOR THAN THOSE, OR HAVE YOU BEEN GRANTED IMMUNITY IN DIVINE
SCRIPTURES?} [SURAT AL-QAMAR: 42-43] And in Surat ash-Shu‘ara’, each
time Allah Almighty mentions the salvation of the previous prophets
(peace be upon them) and the destruction of their enemies, He
follows that with the verse that reads:
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{INDEED, THERE IS A SIGN IN THIS, YET MOST OF THEM WOULD NOT BELIEVE.}
[SURAT ASH-SHU‘ARA”: 67] He Almighty also says:
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{BUT IF THEY TURN AWAY, THEN SAY: "| WARN YOU OF A BLAST LIKE THE ONE
THAT BEFELL ‘AD AND THAMUD."} [SURAT FUssILAT: 13] And He, Glorified be
He, says:
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{HAVE THEY NOT TRAVELED THROUGH THE LAND TO SEE HOW WAS THE END OF
THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE THEM? THEY WERE MORE POWERFUL THAN THEM, AND
THEY TILLED THE LAND AND BUILT IT MORE THAN THESE PEOPLE HAVE EVER BUILT.



THEIR MESSENGERS CAME TO THEM WITH CLEAR PROOFS. IT WAS NOT ALLAH WHO
WRONGED THEM, BUT IT WAS THEY WHO WRONGED THEMSELVES.} [SURAT AR-
ROM: 9] Among the signs proving their prophethood is their perfect
character and noble manners and actions, as well as the
truthfulness of their speech, which indicates they would never lie.
About the people of Salih (peace be upon him), Allah Almighty says:
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{THEY sAID: "O SALIH, WE TRULY HAD HOPES IN YOU BEFORE THIS. DO YOU
FORBID US TO WORSHIP WHAT OUR FATHERS USED TO WORSHIP? WE ARE IN
DISTURBING DOUBT ABOUT WHAT YOU ARE CALLING US TO."} [SURAT HUD: 62]
Allah Almighty also says:
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{THEY saID: "O SHU‘AYB, DOES YOUR PRAYER COMMAND YOU THAT WE SHOULD
FORSAKE WHAT OUR FOREFATHERS WORSHIPED, OR THAT WE SHOULD GIVE UP
DEALING WITH OUR WEALTH AS WE PLEASE? INDEED, YOU ARE SUCH A FORBEARING
AND RIGHT-MINDED MAN!"} [SURAT HUD: 87] Asking Abu Sufyan about our
Prophet Muhammad (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him), Heraclius said: "And | asked you whether you used to accuse
him of lying before he said what he said, and you replied in the
negative. Indeed, he would not refrain from lying to people and
then dare to lie about Allah!" [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7) and
Muslim (1773)]

Among the proofs is the successive transmission from generation
to generation of their signs, and the knowledge, guidance, and the



true religion they came with, in a way that shows it is impossible for
people to have colluded to transmit something untrue.

Another proof is that they asked for no wage in return for their
mission and did not seek authority. Allah Almighty mentions that
many of His prophets said to their people:
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{O MY PEOPLE, | ASK YOU NO REWARD FOR IT. MY REWARD IS ONLY WITH THE
ONE WHO CREATED ME. DO YOU NOT THEN UNDERSTAND?} [SURAT HUOD: 51]
Another proof is that the prophethood of the prophets would not
be maligned except by ignorant people who did not consider the
religion, knowledge, and guidance they brought, or by obstinate and
arrogant ones. Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{THEY DENIED THEM WRONGFULLY AND ARROGANTLY, ALTHOUGH THEIR HEARTS
WERE CONVINCED THAT THEY WERE TRUE.} [SURAT AN-NAML: 14] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{WE KNOW WELL THAT WHAT THEY SAY GRIEVES YOU [O PROPHET]. IT IS NOT
YOU THAT THEY DOUBT, RATHER IT IS THE VERSES OF ALLAH THAT THE
WRONGDOERS DENY.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 33]

Among them were material proofs that people could see with
their own eyes, and their minds would submit to them, like the
drowning of the people of Nih (peace be upon him), the she-camel
of Salih (peace be upon him), Hld's challenge to his people that
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they all plot against him, Ibrahim's salvation from the fire, and the
miracles of Misa (peace be upon him), like the staff, the locusts, the
lice, the frogs, the blood, the flood, and the drowning of Pharaoh
and his people; the miracles of Dawud (David) (peace be upon him),
like the mountains' glorification of Allah and making iron malleable
for him; the miracles of Sulayman (Solomon) (peace be upon him),
like subjecting the winds and jinn to his command and his familiarity
with the speech of birds; the miracles of the Messiah, like healing
the lepers and the blind and bringing the dead to life, and making
something from clay in the shape of a bird and breathing into it and
turning it into a bird by Allah's permission; and the miracles of our
Prophet Muhammad (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him), which are too numerous to be easily counted, like the splitting
of the moon, the Isrd’ (night journey) and Mi‘raj (ascension), the
multiplication of food, the speech of animals, the glorification of
Allah by pebbles, the trunk's longing for the Prophet (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him), and Allah's support for him
against his enemies.

Among the signs is the condition of the prophet calling people to
the true religion. People can distinguish between an honest person
calling them to the truth and a liar calling them to falsehood. Hence,
‘Abdullah ibn Salam said: "When the Prophet (May Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon him) came to Madinah, the people rushed to
meet him, and it was said: ‘The Messenger of Allah has come!' |
came with the people to see him, and when | saw his face clearly, |
knew that his face was not the face of a liar." [Narrated by At-
Tirmidhi (2485), Ibn Majah (1334), Ibn Abi Shaybah (25898), Ahmad
(23784), and ‘Abd ibn Humayd (496)] The list of their miracles and
signs goes on. Nothing of the prophets' miracles remains but the
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noble Qur'an and the Prophet Muhammad's Sunnah, which are
enduring, because both are revelation which Allah Almighty pledged
to preserve. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{INDEED, 1T 1S WE WHO SENT DOWN THE REMINDER AND WE ARE INDEED ITS
GUARDIANS.} [SURAT AL-HIR: 9] They contain the strongest arguments
and proofs of the truthfulness of the message and the truthfulness
of the Messenger (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him).
We believe that Allah Almighty supports His messengers (peace be
upon them), in accordance with His wisdom, through Shar‘i and
cosmic signs and proofs; thereby, Allah guides whomever He wills by
His grace and leads astray whomever He wills by His justice.
However, the signs and miracles will only increase the obstinate in
rejection and arrogance. Allah Almighty says:
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{WE HAVE EXPLAINED THINGS IN VARIOUS WAYS IN THIS QUR’AN, SO THAT THEY
MAY TAKE HEED, BUT IT ONLY INCREASES THEM IN AVERSION.} [SURAT AL-ISRA’:
41] Allah Almighty also says:
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{YOUR LORD’S REVELATION TO YOU [O PROPHET] WILL ONLY INCREASE THEM IN
TRANSGRESSION AND DISBELIEF.} [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 68] And He, Exalted be
He, says:
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{THEY SWORE BY ALLAH THEIR MOST SOLEMN OATHS THAT IF A WARNER CAME
TO THEM, THEY WOULD SURELY BE MORE GUIDED THAN ANY OTHER COMMUNITY.
BUT WHEN A WARNER CAME TO THEM, IT ONLY ADDED TO THEIR AVERSION.}
[SURAT FATIR: 42] Allah Almighty also says:
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{THEY SWEAR BY ALLAH THEIR MOST SOLEMN OATHS THAT IF A SIGN CAME TO
THEM, THEY WOULD CERTAINLY BELIEVE IN IT. SAY [O PROPHET]: "SIGNS ARE ONLY
WITH ALLAH." HOW DO YOU KNOW THAT EVEN IF IT CAME TO THEM, THEY WOULD
STILL NOT BELIEVE?} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 109] And He, Exalted be He, says:
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{WE GAVE THAMUD THE SHE-CAMEL AS A CLEAR SIGN, BUT THEY WRONGFULLY
REJECTED HER. WE DO NOT SEND SIGNS EXCEPT AS A WARNING. } [SURAT AL-ISRA’:
59] Ibn ‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
people of Makkah asked the Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) to turn Mount Safa into gold for them or to
move the mountains away from them so that they could cultivate. It
was said to him: "If you will, you can give them respite; and if you
will, we will grant them their request, and then if they disbelieve,
they will be destroyed as | destroyed those before them." He
replied: "Rather, | will give them respite.” Thereupon, Allah Almighty
revealed the verse that says:
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{NOTHING PREVENTS US FROM SENDING SIGNS EXCEPT THAT THE EARLIER PEOPLE
DENIED THEM. WE GAVE THAMUD THE SHE-CAMEL AS A CLEAR SIGN.} [SURAT AL-
IsRA”: 59] [Narrated by Ahmad (2333), Al-Bazzar (5036), An-Nasa’i in
Al-Kubra (11226), Al-Hakim (3437), and Al-Bayhaqi in Dalad’il An-
Nubuwwah (605)] We know that had Allah willed, He would have
guided all humankind. He Almighty says:
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{IF ALLAH HAD WILLED, HE WOULD HAVE MADE ALL OF YOU A SINGLE
COMMUNITY [OF BELIEVERS], BUT HE CAUSES TO STRAY WHOM HE WILLS AND
GUIDES WHOM HE wiLLS.} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 93] In another verse, Allah
Almighty says:
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{IF ALLAH HAD WILLED, HE COULD HAVE BROUGHT THEM ALL TO GUIDANCE; SO
DO NOT BE OF THOSE WHO ARE IGNORANT.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 35] We believe
that the signs and proofs of prophethood that came with them and
the miracles with which Allah Almighty provided them could not
have been done by false prophets, magicians, or impostors. Our
Lord would not support a liar with a true proof or argument, for He
is the All-Wise Lord in His Shariah and command, and His wisdom
and immutable rules prevent this from happening. Allah, the
Exalted, says:
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{|F HE HAD FALSELY ATTRIBUTED SOMETHING TO Us, WE WOULD HAVE SURELY
SEIZED HIM BY THE RIGHT HAND, THEN SEVERED HIS AORTA.} [SURAT AL-HAQQAH:
44-46]
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Chapter on the Prophethood of Prophet
Muhammad (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him)

We believe that Muhammad (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) is the servant and Messenger of Allah, the Lord of the
worlds, and His final Prophet and Messenger. Allah, Exalted be He,
says:
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{MUHAMMAD IS NOT THE FATHER OF ANY OF YOUR MEN, BUT HE IS THE
MESSENGER OF ALLAH AND THE SEAL OF THE PROPHETS. AND ALLAH IS ALL-
KNOWING OF EVERYTHING.} [SURAT AL-AHZAB: 40] Abu Hurayrah (May
Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "My similitude in
comparison with other prophets before me is like that of a man who
has built a house nicely and beautifully, except for the place of one
brick in a corner. The people go about it and wonder at its beauty,
but say: 'Would that this brick be put in its place!' So, | am that
brick, and | am the last of the prophets." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(3535) and Muslim (2286)] He is the chief of the children of Adam.
In a Hadtth, the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "I will be the chief of the children of Adam on the Day of
Judgment, the first one for whom the grave will be split open, and
the first intercessor and the first one whose intercession will be
accepted." [Narrated by Muslim (2278) and Abu Dawud (4673)] He
is the intimate friend of Allah, the Lord of the worlds. The Prophet
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(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "If | were to
take an intimate friend from my Ummah, | would take Abu Bakr; but
he is my brother and my Companion." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(3656)] We know that he was given such miracles the like of which
were not given to any of the messengers (peace be upon them). The
greatest of these miracles is the Noble Qur’an. And the first thing
revealed to him was the opening verses of Surat al-‘Alaqg, as
reported in an authentic Hadith: ‘A’ishah (May Allah be pleased with
her) reported: The commencement of the divine revelation to the
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
was in the form of good dreams which would come true like bright
daylight, and then the love of seclusion was bestowed upon him. He
used to go in seclusion in the cave of Hira’ where he used to worship
continuously for many days before having the desire to see his
family. He used to take with him food for the journey and for the
stay, and then come back to Khadijah to take his food likewise again
until suddenly the truth descended upon him while he was in the
cave of Hird’. The angel came to him and asked him to read. The
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) replied: "I
do not know how to read." The Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) added: "The angel caught me and pressed
me so hard that | could not bear it any more. He then released me
and again asked me to read and | replied: 'l do not know how to
read.' Thereupon, he caught me again and pressed me a second
time until | could not bear it any more. He then released me and
again asked me to read but again | replied: 'l do not know how to
read.' Thereupon, he caught me for the third time and pressed me,
and then released me and said: '
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{READ IN THE NAME OF YOUR LORD WHO CREATED, CREATED MAN FROM A
CLINGING CLOT. READ, AND YOUR LORD IS THE MOST GENEROUS) [SURAT AL-
‘ALaQ: 1-3]."™ Then, the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) returned with the revelation, with his heart
beating severely. [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3), Muslim (160), and At-
Tirmidhi (3632)] Thereafter, Surat al-Muddaththir was revealed to
him. Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported
that he heard the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) speak about the period of pause of the
revelation: "While | was walking | heard a voice from the sky. |
looked up towards the sky, and behold! | saw the same angel who
came to me in the Cave of Hird’, sitting on a chair between the sky
and the earth. | was so terrified by him that | fell down on the
ground. Then, | went to my wife and said: 'Enwrap me, enwrap me.'
And they enwrapped me." Thereafter, Allah Almighty revealed:
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{O YOU COVERED [IN YOUR CLOAK], ARISE AND WARN... AND SHUN AR-RUJZ}
[SURAT AL-MUDDATHTHIR: 1-5]. Abu Salamah said: "Ar-rujz is idols."
Then, the revelation got intense and continued. [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (4926), Muslim (161), and At-Tirmidhi (3325)] ‘A’ishah, the
Mother of the Believers, (May Allah be pleased with her) reported
that Al-Harith ibn Hisham (May Allah be pleased with him) asked the
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him):
"O Messenger of Allah, how does the revelation come to you?" The
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Sometimes it comes to me like the ringing of a bell, and that is
the hardest for me, and when it leaves me | understood what he has



said. And sometimes the angel appears to me in the form of a man
and talks to me and | understand what he says." ‘A’ishah (May Allah
be pleased with her) said: "l saw the revelation coming down on him
on an intensely cold day, and when it left him, his forehead would
drip with sweat." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2), Muslim (2333), At-
Tirmidhi (3634), and An-Nasa’i (933)]

The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
continued to call to monotheism for 13 years in Makkah and then
stayed in Madinah for ten years teaching and illustrating the Shariah
of Allah, calling to His religion, and conducting Jihad in Allah's cause
until he passed away at the age of 63 - (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him).

We know that one of his greatest miracles, after the Noble Qur’an,
is the Isra” and Mi‘raj. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{GLORY BE TO THE ONE WHO TOOK HiIS SLAVE [MUHAMMAD] BY NIGHT FROM
THE SACRED MOSQUE [IN MAKKAH] TO THE AQSA MOSQUE [IN JERUSALEM]
WHOSE SURROUNDINGS WE HAVE BLESSED, SO THAT WE MAY SHOW HIM SOME OF
OUR SIGNS. INDEED, HE IS THE ALL-HEARING, THE ALL-SEEING.} [SURAT AL-ISRA":
1] Anas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger
of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "l was
brought the Buraq, which is an animal white and long, larger than a
donkey but smaller than a mule, which would place its hoof a
distance equal to the range of vision. | mounted it and came to Bayt
al-Maqdis, and then tethered it to the ring used by the prophets. |
entered the mosque and prayed two rak‘ahs in it and then came



out, and Jibril brought me a vessel of wine and a vessel of milk. |
chose the milk, and Jibril said: 'You have chosen the natural thing.'
Then, he took me to heaven. Jibril then asked for (the gate of
heaven) to be opened and he was asked: 'Who are you?' He replied:
'Jibril." He was further asked: 'Who is with you?' He said:
'Muhammad.' It was said: 'Has he been sent for?' Jibril replied: 'He
has indeed been sent for.' (The gate of heaven) was opened for us
and lo! we saw Adam. He welcomed me and prayed for my well-
being. Then, we ascended to the second heaven. Jibril (peace be
upon him) (asked the gate of heaven to be opened), and he was
asked: 'Who are you?' He answered: 'libril." And he was further
asked: 'Who is with you?' He replied: 'Muhammad.' It was said: 'Has
he been sent for?' He replied: 'He has indeed been sent for." The
gate was opened. When | entered, ‘Isa ibn Maryam and Yahya ibn
Zakariyya (Zecharia) (peace be upon both of them), cousins from the
maternal side, welcomed me and prayed for my well-being. Then, |
was taken to the third heaven and Jibril asked for the opening (of
the gate). He was asked: 'Who are you?' He replied: 'Jibril.' He was
further asked: 'Who is with you?' He replied: 'Muhammad.' It was
said: 'Has he been sent for?' He replied: 'He has indeed been sent
for.' (The gate) was opened for us and | saw YUsuf (peace be upon
him), who had been given half of beauty. He welcomed me and
prayed for my well-being. Then, he ascended with us to the fourth
heaven. lJibril (peace be upon him) asked for the (gate) to be
opened, and it was said: 'Who are you?' He replied: Jibril." It was
further said: 'Who is with you?' He said: 'Muhammad.' It was said:
'Has he been sent for?' He replied: 'He has indeed been sent for.'
The (gate) was opened for us, and lo! Idris (Enoch) (peace be upon
him) was there. He welcomed me and prayed for my well-being.
Allah Almighty says:
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{AND WE RAISED HIM TO A HIGH STATUS} [SURAT MARYAM: 57]. Then, he
ascended with us to the fifth heaven and Jibril asked for the (gate)
to be opened. It was said: 'Who are you?' He replied: 'Jibril." It was
further said: 'Who is with you?' He replied: 'Muhammad.' It was
said: 'Has he been sent for?' He replied: 'He has indeed been sent
for.! (The gate) was opened for us, and there | was with Harin
(Aaron) (peace be upon him). He welcomed me and prayed for my
well-being. Then, | was taken to the sixth heaven. Jibril (peace be
upon him) asked for the door to be opened. It was said: 'Who are
you?' He replied: 'Jibril." It was said: 'Who is with you?' He replied:
'Muhammad.' It was said: 'Has he been sent for?' He replied: 'He has
indeed been sent for.' (The gate) was opened for us, and there | was
with Misa (peace be upon him). He welcomed me and prayed for
my well-being. Then, | was taken to the seventh heaven. Jibril asked
for (the gate) to be opened. It was said: 'Who are you?' He said:
Jibril." It was said: '"Who is with you? He replied: 'Muhammad (peace
be upon him)." It was said: 'Has he been sent for?' He replied: 'He
has indeed been sent for.' (The gate) was opened for us, and there |
found Ibrahim (peace be upon him) reclining against Al-Bayt Al-
Ma‘mar, and there enter into it seventy thousand angels every day
and they never come back. Then, | was taken to Sidrat Al-Muntaha
whose leaves were like elephant ears and its fruit like big
earthenware vessels. And when it was covered by the Command of
Allah, it underwent such a change that none amongst the creation
has the power to praise its beauty. Then, Allah revealed to me a
revelation and He made obligatory for me fifty prayers every day
and night. Then, | went down to Misa (peace be upon him) and he
said: 'What has your Lord enjoined upon your Ummah?' | said: 'Fifty
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prayers.' He said: 'Return to your Lord and beg for reduction, for
your Ummah will not be able to bear this burden, as | have put to
test the Children of Israel and tried them."' | went back to my Lord
and said: 'My Lord, make things lighter for my Ummah.' He reduced
five prayers for me. | went down to Misa and said: 'He reduced five
(prayers) for me."' He said: 'Verily, your Ummah will not be able to
bear this burden. Return to your Lord and ask Him to make things
lighter." | then kept going back and forth between my Lord, Blessed
and Exalted be He, and Musa, until He said: 'There are five prayers
every day and night, O Muhammad, each being credited as ten; so,
that makes fifty prayers. He who intends to do a good deed and
does not do it will have a good deed recorded for him; and if he
does it, it will be recorded for him as ten; whereas he who intends
to do an evil deed and does not do it, it will not be recorded for him;
and if he does it, only one evil deed will be recorded.' | then came
down and when | came to Misa and informed him, he said: 'Go back
to your Lord and ask Him to make things lighter.' | said: 'l did return
to my Lord so much that | felt ashamed before Him." [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari (7517), Muslim (162), and this is his version, At-Tirmidhi
(3131), An-Nasa’i (450), and Ibn Majah (1399)] One of his signs is the
splitting of the moon. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{THE HOUR HAS DRAWN NEAR AND THE MOON HAS SPLIT ASUNDER.} [SURAT AL-
QAMAR: 1] Ibn Mas‘ad (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
During the Prophet's lifetime, the moon was split into two parts;
one part remained over the mountain, and the other part went
beyond the mountain. Thereupon, the Messenger of Allah (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Witness." [Narrated



by Al-Bukhari (4864), Muslim (2800), and At-Tirmidhi (3285)] Allah
Almighty endowed him with numerous special traits. In a Hadtth,
the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "I
have been preferred over the other prophets in six respects: | have
been given words which are concise but comprehensive in meaning;
| have been helped by terror (in the hearts of enemies); spoils have
been made lawful to me; the earth has been made for me clean and
a place of worship; | have been sent to all humankind; and the line
of prophets is closed with me." [Narrated by Muslim (523) and At-
Tirmidhi (1553)] The scholars mention these traits within their
books, and sometimes they write whole separate books on them.
We believe that every believer, man and woman, is obligated to
believe in him, to believe in what he said, and obey his commands.
Allah Almighty says:
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{SO THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE IN ALLAH AND HIS MESSENGER, SUPPORT AND
REVERE HIM, AND GLORIFY HIM MORNING AND EVENING.} [SURAT AL-FAT'H: 9]
Allah Almighty also says:
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{So BELIEVE IN ALLAH AND His MESSENGER, AND IN THE LIGHT [THE QUR’AN]
THAT WE HAVE SENT DOWN. AND ALLAH IS ALL-AWARE OF WHAT YOU DO.}
[SURAT AT-TAGHABUN: 8] We believe that Allah Almighty should not be
worshiped except according to the Shariah brought by Prophet
Muhammad (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him). Our
Lord says:
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{AND WHATEVER THE MESSENGER HAS GIVEN YOU — TAKE IT; AND WHAT HE HAS
FORBIDDEN YOU — REFRAIN FROM IT. AND FEAR ALLAH; INDEED, ALLAH IS SEVERE
IN PUNISHMENT.} [SURAT AL-HAsHR: 7] Allah, the Exalted, warns us
against disobeying the Prophet's commands. He Almighty says:

s Y A e aghand 3RS aneal o % yal (e (R0 Gl 320l
[63

{SO LET THOSE BEWARE WHO DISSENT FROM THE PROPHET’'S ORDER, LEST
FITNAH STRIKE THEM OR A PAINFUL PUNISHMENT.} [SURAT AN-NUR: 63] We are
required to revere and love him. Allah, Glorified be He, says:
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{SAy: "IF YOU LOVE ALLAH THEN FOLLOW ME; ALLAH WILL LOVE YOU AND
FORGIVE YOU YOUR SINS: FOR ALLAH IS ALL-FORGIVING, M0OST MERCIFUL."}
[SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 31] Love for the Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) is one of the fundamentals of faith. Allah
Almighty mentions it in association with love for Him and warns
those who give precedence over it to any of the dear worldly things,
like one's relatives, property, and homeland. The Almighty Lord
says:
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{SAY: "IF YOUR PARENTS, YOUR CHILDREN, YOUR BROTHERS, YOUR SPOUSES,
YOUR CLAN, THE WEALTH YOU HAVE ACQUIRED, THE TRADE YOU FEAR TO DECLINE,
AND THE HOMES YOU CHERISH — [IF THESE] ARE DEARER TO YOU THAN ALLAH AND
His MESSENGER, AND STRIVING IN HIS CAUSE, THEN WAIT UNTIL ALLAH EXECUTES
His DECREE. FOR ALLAH DOES NOT GUIDE DISOBEDIENT PEOPLE."} [SURAT AT-
TAwBAH: 24] The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) should be dearer to the believer than his
own soul, his parents, his children, and all people. ‘Abdullah ibn
Hisham (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: We were with
the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) as he
was holding the hand of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab. ‘Umar said to him: "O
Messenger of Allah, indeed you are dearer to me than everything
except my own self." In response, the Prophet (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) said: "No, by the One in Whose Hand my
soul is, until | am dearer to you than your own self." Thereupon,
‘Umar said to him: "However, now, by Allah, you are dearer to me
than my own self." The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "Now, O ‘Umar!" [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6632)]

Allah Almighty coupled the Prophet's mention with His mention in
the two testimonies of faith and the Adhan. The Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) is frequently mentioned in
the previous scriptures and the Noble Qur’an, and Muslim scholars
authored various books on his Sunnah, biography, traits, manners,
and battles. It is enough here to mention what we are obligated to
believe with regard to his prophethood.

Al-Qadi ‘lyad (May Allah have mercy upon him) said: "If the
attributes of perfection and excellence are what we have
mentioned, and if we see someone amongst us with the honor of
having one or two of them, if both exist in him throughout his life,
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such as good lineage, beauty, strength, forbearance, bravery, and
tolerance, and he attains good status, fame, and special love in
people's hearts due to his character, though he may have died a
long time ago; so what do you think about the great status of
someone who combines all these traits in a way that cannot be
measured, expressed in words, or acquired through effort or special
means? Yet, they are the gift of the Almighty Lord, including the
merit of prophethood, the message, intimate friendship, love, being
chosen, the journey of Isra’, seeing Allah Almighty (that the Prophet
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) saw Allah Almighty
during the night of Isra’ is subject to a difference of opinion. The
correct view, however, is that he did not see his Lord during that
night.) Also nearness, the revelation, the intercession, the Wasilah,
the merit, the high status, the praised station, the Buraqg, the
Ascension to heaven, being sent to all people, black and white,
leading the prophets in prayer, the testimony among all prophets
and nations, being the chief of the children of Adam, the standard of
Praise, the glad tidings, the warning, the status in the sight of the
Lord of the Throne, being obeyed there, trustworthiness, guidance,
being a mercy to the worlds, being granted contentment and having
his requests responded to, the Kawthar, hearing the speech, the
completion of favor, being forgiven his past and future sins,
reassurance of heart, relief of burden, enduring fame, great
victories, the descent of tranquility, support with angels, being given
the Book and wisdom, the seven oft-repeated verses, and the
glorious Qur’an, purification of the Ummah, supplication to Allah,
the peace and blessings of Allah and the angels, judging between
people by what Allah showed him, relieving them of their burdens
and shackles, swearing by mentioning his name, answering his
supplication, speaking to inanimate objects, making the deaf hear,
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letting water sprout from between his fingers, multiplication of little
things, splitting of the moon, returning of the sun, transformation of
things, and victory through terror - in addition to other numberless
things that can only be encompassed in knowledge by the One Who
bestowed them and favored him thereby; there is no god but Him;
and what He Almighty prepared for him in the Hereafter, of
honorable positions, ranks of respect and bliss, and the best reward
and more, things that go beyond people's minds and discernment."
[Ash-Shifa Bi Ta‘rif Huqiq Al-Mustafa (1/55 - 57)]
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Chapter on the Universality of the
Prophet's Message to All Humankind

We believe that Allah Almighty sent Muhammad (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) to all humankind. He, Glorified be
He, says:
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{SAY [O PROPHET]: "O PEOPLE, | AM THE MESSENGER OF ALLAH TO YOU ALL.
To HIM BELONGS THE DOMINION OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH; NONE HAS THE
RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM; HE GIVES LIFE AND CAUSES DEATH." SO
BELIEVE IN ALLAH AND HIS MESSENGER, THE UNLETTERED PROPHET, WHO BELIEVES
IN ALLAH AND HIS WORDS, AND FOLLOW HIM, SO THAT YOU MAY BE GUIDED.}
[SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 158] He Almighty also says:
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{WE HAVE NOT SENT YOU [O PROPHET] EXCEPT AS A BEARER OF GLAD TIDINGS
AND A WARNER TO ALL MANKIND, BUT MOST PEOPLE DO NOT KNOW.} [SURAT
SaBa’: 28] And the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "I have been given five things which
were not given to any prophet before me: Allah made me victorious
by awe, (by His frightening my enemies) for a distance of one
month’s travel; the earth has been made for me a place for praying
and a means for purification, so when the time of prayer comes, my
followers can pray (wherever they may be); spoils of war have been
made lawful for me; a prophet would be sent specifically to his
people, and | have been sent to all humankind; and | have been
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granted the intercession." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (438), Muslim
(521), and An-Nasa’i (432)] Prophet Muhammad (May Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon him) was sent to both worlds - humankind
and jinn - by consensus among Muslims. Some jinn listened to the
Qur'an and went back to their people as warners. Allah Almighty
informed His Messenger about this in the Qur'an, saying:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN WE SENT TO YOU A GROUP OF JINN TO LISTEN TO THE
QUR’AN. WHEN THEY HEARD IT, THEY SAID [TO ONE ANOTHER]: "LISTEN
ATTENTIVELY." THEN WHEN IT WAS OVER, THEY RETURNED TO THEIR PEOPLE AS
WARNERS. THEY SAID: "O OUR PEOPLE, WE HAVE HEARD A SCRIPTURE THAT HAS
BEEN SENT DOWN AFTER MOSES, CONFIRMING WHAT CAME BEFORE IT; IT GUIDES
TO THE TRUTH AND TO A STRAIGHT PATH. O OUR PEOPLE, RESPOND TO THE ONE
WHO IS CALLING TO ALLAH, AND BELIEVE IN HIM; HE WILL FORGIVE SOME OF YOUR
SINS AND PROTECT YOU FROM A PAINFUL PUNISHMENT. AND WHOEVER DOES NOT
RESPOND TO THE ONE WHO IS CALLING TO ALLAH WILL HAVE NO ESCAPE ON EARTH,
NOR WILL HE HAVE ANY PROTECTORS AGAINST HIM; SUCH PEOPLE ARE CLEARLY
MISGUIDED."} [SURAT AL-AHQAF: 29-32] Allah, Exalted be He, took the
covenant from all prophets and messengers (peace be upon them)
that they would believe in Muhammad (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) if he was sent as a messenger while they
were alive. Allah Almighty says:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN ALLAH TOOK THE COVENANT OF THE PROPHETS,
[SAYING]: "AFTER | HAVE GIVEN YOU THE BOOK AND WISDOM, IF THERE COMES TO
YOU A MESSENGER CONFIRMING WHAT IS WITH YOU, THEN YOU MUST BELIEVE IN
HIM AND SUPPORT HIM." ALLAH SAID: "DO YOU AFFIRM THIS COVENANT AND
ACCEPT THIS COMMITMENT?" THEY SAID: "YES, WE DO." HE SAID: "THEN BEAR
WITNESS AND | AM WITH YOU AMONG THE WITNESSES."} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 81]
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (May Allah be pleased with him) said: "Allah
Almighty did not send any prophet - Adam and those who came
after him - without taking the covenant from him regarding
Muhammad: If he was sent while he was alive, he would believe in
him and support him. And He would also command him to take the
covenant from his people. He says:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN ALLAH TOOK THE COVENANT OF THE PROPHETS,
[SAYING]: 'AFTER | HAVE GIVEN YOU THE BOOK AND WISDOM...'}" [SURAT AL
‘IMRAN: 81] [Narrated by At-Tabari in At-Tafsir (5/540)] And the
Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "(l am)
the supplication of Ibrahim, the glad tidings by ‘Isa to his people,
and the dream of my mother who saw that a light came out of her
and illuminated the palaces of the Levant." [Narrated by Ahmad
(17163), ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘ld ad-Darimi in Ar-Radd ‘Ala Al-Jahmiyyah
(261), Ibn Abi ‘Asim in As-Sunnah (418), ‘Abdulldh ibn Ahmad in As-
Sunnah (865), Ibn Hibban (6404), and At-Tabarani in Musnad Ash-
Shamiyyin (1455)] In another Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "l am the supplication of my
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father Ibrahim." By this, he meant Prophet lbrahim's supplication,
which occurs in the verse that says:
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{OUR LORD, SEND AMONG THEM A MESSENGER TO RECITE TO THEM YOUR
REVELATIONS, TEACH THEM THE BOOK AND WISDOM, AND PURIFY THEM. YOU ARE
THE ALL-MIGHTY, THE ALL-WISE.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 129] We believe
that the prophets (peace be upon them) gave glad tidings to their
people about the coming of Prophet Muhammad (May Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon him), and that his traits and the traits of his
Companions (May Allah be pleased with them) were mentioned in
the Torah and the Gospel. Allah, the Exalted, says:

/' '“”\mﬁjé@)}e@ucu}J)hShés&\m\‘” j\jiﬁﬂyj/"&%
L;;gj.m’“ ’m)}ﬂ\@;@u’“ dbs,;.d\).a\wr‘.@_zp)@ﬁgm&l deiipgm-;
MM&\J)S\ Gzl “ad ol e (o3l EL@U’QJJLE’LLMC e ) BIEE
o T 5 G g 7o

[29 ill] 4 Y Ak 153155585 adie callall e 51 5kals Gl 21 22 5 5T

{MUHAMMAD IS THE MESSENGER OF ALLAH, AND THOSE WHO ARE WITH HIM
ARE FIRM AGAINST THE DISBELIEVERS AND COMPASSIONATE AMONG THEMSELVES.
YOU SEE THEM BOWING AND PROSTRATING [IN PRAYER], SEEKING ALLAH’S GRACE
AND PLEASURE. THEIR DISTINGUISHING SIGN IS ON THEIR FACES FROM THE EFFECTS
OF PROSTRATION. SUCH IS THEIR DESCRIPTION IN THE TORAH. AND THEIR
DESCRIPTION IN THE GOSPEL IS LIKE THAT OF A SEED THAT SPROUTS ITS SHOOT,
THEN MAKES IT STRONG; THEN IT GROWS THICK AND STANDS STRAIGHT ON ITS
STEM, WHICH DELIGHTS THE SOWERS — SO THAT HE MAY ENRAGE THEREBY THE
DISBELIEVERS. ALLAH HAS PROMISED THOSE AMONG THEM WHO BELIEVE AND DO
RIGHTEOUS DEEDS FORGIVENESS AND A GREAT REWARD.} [SURAT AL-FAT'H: 29]
Allah Almighty also says:
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{THOSE WHO FOLLOW THE MESSENGER — THE UNLETTERED PROPHET — WHOSE
DESCRIPTION THEY FIND IN THEIR TORAH AND THE GOSPEL. HE ENJOINS THEM TO
DO WHAT IS GOOD AND FORBIDS THEM FROM WHAT IS EVIL; HE MAKES LAWFUL FOR
THEM WHAT IS PURE AND MAKES UNLAWFUL FOR THEM WHAT IS IMPURE; HE
RELIEVES THEM OF THEIR BURDEN AND THE SHACKLES THAT WERE ON THEM. SO
THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIM, THEY HONOR AND SUPPORT HIM, AND FOLLOW THE
LIGHT WHICH 1S SENT DOWN WITH HIM — IT IS THEY WHO WILL BE SUCCESSFUL.”}
[SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 157] Also, the Messiah (peace be upon him)
informed the Children of Israel about his coming. He is quoted in the
Qur'an as saying:
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{O CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, | AM TRULY A MESSENGER OF ALLAH TO YOU,
CONFIRMING THE TORAH WHICH CAME BEFORE ME, AND GIVING GLAD TIDINGS OF A
MESSENGER AFTER ME WHOSE NAME WILL BE AHMAD. BUT WHEN HE CAME TO
THEM WITH CLEAR PROOFS, THEY SAID: "THIS IS CLEAR MAGIC."} [SURAT AS-SAFF:
6] The People of the Book recognized him as they recognized their
children. Allah, Glorified be He, says:
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{THOSE WHOM WE GAVE THE SCRIPTURE RECOGNIZE HIM [THE PROPHET] AS
THEY RECOGNIZE THEIR OWN SONS, YET A GROUP OF THEM CONCEALS THE TRUTH
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KNOWINGLY.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 146] One of the signs of his
prophethood, which were known among the People of the Book,
was the Seal of Prophethood on the Prophet's shoulder. As-Sa’ib ibn
Yazid (May Allah be pleased with him) said: "Then, | stood behind
him and looked at the Seal of Prophethood between his shoulders,
like the button on a bride’s pavilion." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (190),
Muslim (2345), and At-Tirmidhi (3643)] Jabir ibn Samurah (May
Allah be pleased with him) said: "And | saw the seal near his
shoulder, the size of a pigeon's egg and its color was the same as
that of his body." [Narrated by Muslim (2344), At-Tirmidhi (3644),
and An-Nasa’i (5114)] We believe in the universality of his message.
That is why he sent letters to the kings and rulers inviting them to
worship Allah Almighty alone and believe in his message. Abu
Burdah related that his father (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) commanded us to proceed to the land of Negus.
Mentioning the rest of the Hadith, he said that Negus said: "I bear
witness that he is the Messenger of Allah, and it is he about whom
‘Isa (Jesus) the son of Maryam gave good news. If it were not for the
kingdom of which | am in charge, | would come to him and carry his
shoes." [Narrated by Abu Dawid (3205), Ibn Aby Shaybah (37795),
‘Abd ibn Humayd (550), lIbn Abi ‘Asim in Al-Ahad Wa Al-Mathani
(366), Ar-Ruwyani (502), and Al-Hakim (3268)] After receiving the
Prophet's letter, Heraclius said: "I knew he would appear, but | did
not think that he would be from amongst you. If what you say
should be true, he will very soon occupy the earth under my feet,
and if | knew that | would reach him definitely, | would go
immediately to meet him; and if | were with him, | would wash his
feet." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2941) and Abu Dawid (5136)]
Hudhayfah reported: Al-‘Agib and As-Sayyid, the rulers of Najran,
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came to the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) with the intention of doing li‘an (taking an oath of
condemnation) to him. One of them said to the other: "Do not do
this, for, by Allah, if he was a prophet and we did this li‘an, neither
we nor our offspring after us would be successful." Then, both of
them said: "We will give what you should ask for, but you should
send a trustworthy man with us, and do not send any person with us
but an honest one." The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) said: "I will send an honest man who is really
trustworthy." Thereupon, every one of the Prophet's Companions
wished to be that one. Then, the Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Get up, O Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah."
When he got up, the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "This is the trustworthy man of this
Ummah." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4380), Muslim (2420), At-
Tirmidhi (3796), and lbn Majah (135)] We believe that Allah
Almighty drew the ends of the world together for the Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him), and he saw the extent to
which his Ummah's dominion would extend. The Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Indeed, Allah drew
the ends of the world together for me, and | saw its eastern and
western ends. The dominion of my Ummah will reach those ends
which were drawn together for me." [Narrated by Muslim (2889),
Abu Dawid (4252), At-Tirmidhi (2176), and Ibn Majah (3952)]

One of the proofs for his prophethood is the conversion to Islam
by many Jewish rabbis and Christian monks, and even by thousands
and thousands among the People of the Book.
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Moreover, the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) fought the Romans and commanded His Companions to
conduct Jihad against the Persians and the Romans after him.
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Chapter on the Statements by the Foes of
the Messages and the Messengers

Allah Almighty says:
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{SIMILARLY WE DID MAKE FOR EVERY PROPHET ENEMIES, DEVILS FROM AMONG
MEN AND JINN, WHISPERING TO ONE ANOTHER ALLURING WORDS OF DELUSION. IF
ALLAH HAD WILLED, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE DONE SO. SO LEAVE THEM TO THEIR
FABRICATIONS.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 112] Allah, Exalted be He, also says:
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{THUS WE DID ASSIGN FOR EVERY PROPHET AN ENEMY FROM AMONG THE
WICKED, BUT YOUR LORD IS SUFFICIENT AS A GUIDE AND HELPER.} [SURAT AL-
FURQAN: 31] According to His wisdom, Allah Almighty guides
whomever He wills by His grace and leads whomever He wills astray
by His justice. It was also dictated by His wisdom that every prophet
had an enemy and that those enemies would cooperate in their
wrong path and speak similarly. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{NOTHING IS SAID TO YOU [O PROPHET] EXCEPT WHAT WAS ALREADY SAID TO
THE MESSENGERS BEFORE YOU. INDEED, YOUR LORD IS ALL-FORGIVING, BUT
SEVERE IN PUNISHMENT.} [SURAT FUSSILAT: 43] The statements made by
the chiefs of people in every nation are similar. They would
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sometimes say the prophet is a magician, a soothsayer, or a liar. An
example is what Pharaoh said about Mdsa (peace be upon him), as
revealed in the verse that reads:
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{WE SENT MOSES WITH OUR SIGNS AND COMPELLING PROOF TO PHARAOH,
HAMAN AND KORAH, BUT THEY SAID: “A MAGICIAN! AN UTTER LIAR!"} [SURAT
GHAFIR: 23-24] They would at other times claim he did not bring
them any evidence. Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{THEY sAID: "O HUD, YOU HAVE NOT BROUGHT US ANY CLEAR EVIDENCE, AND
WE WILL NOT FORSAKE OUR GODS ON ACCOUNT OF WHAT YOU SAY, NOR WILL WE
BELIEVE IN YOU."} [SURAT HUD: 53] At other times, they would claim he
fabricated lies about Allah Almighty. About their evil statement, our
Lord says:
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{WHEN OUR CLEAR VERSES ARE RECITED TO THEM, THEY SAY: "THIS IS NOTHING
BUT A MAN WHO WISHES TO TURN YOU AWAY FROM WHAT YOUR FOREFATHERS
USED TO WORSHIP." AND THEY SAY: "THIS IS NOTHING BUT A FABRICATED LIE."
AND THE DISBELIEVERS SAY ABOUT THE TRUTH WHEN IT COMES TO THEM: "THIS IS
NOTHING BUT CLEAR MAGIC."} [SURAT SABA”: 43] They would also accuse
him of being insane. Allah Almighty says:
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{THEY sAY: "O YOU TO WHOM THE REMINDER HAS BEEN SENT DOWN, YOU ARE
SURELY INSANE!"} [SURAT AL-HIR: 6] About their statement, the Almighty
Lord says:
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{PHARAOH SAID: "YOUR MESSENGER WHO HAS BEEN SENT TO YOU IS TRULY
INSANE!"} [SURAT ASH-SHU‘ARA’: 27] Far be it from the messengers of
Allah (peace be upon them), who possessed the most perfect minds
and the most pure hearts among all people. And sometimes they
would find it too grave to accept his call to the worship of Allah
Almighty alone. About their statement, our Lord says:
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{HAVE YOU COME TO TELL US THAT WE SHOULD WORSHIP ALLAH ALONE AND
ABANDON WHAT OUR FOREFATHERS USED TO WORSHIP? BRING UPON US WHAT
YOU ARE THREATENING US WITH, IF YOU ARE TRUTHFUL.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 70]
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{HAS HE MADE ALL GODS INTO ONE GOD? INDEED, THIS IS SOMETHING
STRANGE!} [SURAT SAD: 5] They would also reject the prophet's call on
the grounds that he was a human being like themselves. Allah,
Glorified be He, says:
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{BUT THE CHIEFS OF HIS PEOPLE WHO DISBELIEVED SAID: "WE ONLY SEE YOU A
HUMAN BEING LIKE OURSELVES."} [SURAT HUD: 27] Allah Almighty also says:
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{DIVERTED (ARE) THEIR HEARTS. THE WRONGDOERS WHISPER TO ONE ANOTHER
IN SECRET: "IS THIS BUT A HUMAN BEING JUST LIKE YOURSELVES? WILL YOU THEN
FOLLOW HIS MAGIC, ALTHOUGH YOU OPENLY SEE?"} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA”: 3] They
would at other times ask them to do things which no human being is
capable of, out of their arrogance and stubbornness. For example,
they asked Prophet Muhammad (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) to cause a spring to gush forth from the earth, or that he
should have a garden, or that he should make the sky fall upon them
in pieces, or that he should bring Allah and the angels before them,
or that he should have a house of gold, or that he should ascend to
the heaven, or that he should bring down to them a book for them
to read. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{THEY SAY: "WE WILL NEVER BELIEVE IN YOU UNTIL YOU CAUSE A SPRING TO
GUSH FORTH FOR US FROM THE EARTH, OR UNTIL YOU HAVE A GARDEN OF DATE
PALMS AND GRAPEVINES, AND YOU CAUSE RIVERS TO FLOW ABUNDANTLY IN THEIR
MIDST, OR YOU MAKE THE SKY TO FALL UPON US IN PIECES — AS YOU CLAIM — OR
BRING ALLAH AND THE ANGELS BEFORE US FACE TO FACE, OR UNTIL YOU HAVE A



HOUSE OF GOLD, OR YOU ASCEND TO THE HEAVEN, AND EVEN THEN WE WILL NEVER
BELIEVE IN YOUR ASCENSION UNLESS YOU BRING DOWN TO US A BOOK WHICH WE
CAN READ." SAY: "GLORY BE TO MY LORD! AM | ANYTHING BUT A HUMAN, SENT AS
A MESSENGER?" NOTHING PREVENTED PEOPLE FROM BELIEVING WHEN GUIDANCE
CAME TO THEM EXCEPT THAT THEY SAID: "HAS ALLAH SENT A HUMAN AS A
MESSENGER?" SAY: "IF THERE HAD BEEN ANGELS WALKING ON EARTH PEACEFULLY,
WE WOULD HAVE CERTAINLY SENT DOWN TO THEM FROM THE HEAVEN AN ANGEL
AS A MESSENGER."} [SURAT AL-ISRA’: 90-95] They would also ask the
prophet to bring them the punishment he had threatened them
with. Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{THEY sAID: "HAVE YOU COME TO TELL US THAT WE SHOULD WORSHIP ALLAH
ALONE AND ABANDON WHAT OUR FOREFATHERS USED TO WORSHIP? BRING UPON
US WHAT YOU ARE THREATENING US WITH, IF YOU ARE TRUTHFUL."} [SURAT AL-
A‘RAF: 70] And He Almighty says:

~~~~~

Cre o ) Ve Ly Ll ALy T 40185 2635 3l G 138 5 28T T 5 Sindy
[77 :al e 1] 4 VY Gl a0
{THEN THEY KILLED THE SHE-CAMEL AND DEFIED THEIR LORD’S COMMAND, AND
SAID: "BRING US WHAT YOU THREATEN US, IF YOU ARE INDEED ONE OF THE
MESSENGERS."} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 77] At other times, they would accuse

the messenger of being misguided and foolish. An example is found
in a verse that says:
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{THE DISBELIEVING CHIEFS OF HIS PEOPLE SAID: "INDEED, WE SEE YOU AS
FOOLISH, AND WE THINK THAT YOU ARE ONE OF THE LIARS."} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF:
66] And at other times, they would bar people from the way of Allah
and tell their followers not to listen to this Qur'an and to make noise
when it was recited. Allah Almighty says:
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{THOSE WHO DISBELIEVE SAY: "DO NOT LISTEN TO THIS QUR’AN, BUT MAKE
NOISE [WHEN IT IS RECITED], SO THAT YOU MAY PREVAIL."} [SURAT FUSSILAT: 26]
They would at other times accuse the messenger of lying, as
revealed about them saying: {And we think that you are one of the
liars.} Or they would accuse the messenger of being taught by a
human being and that what came to him was not divine revelation.
Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{WE SURELY KNOW THAT THEY SAY: "IT IS ONLY A HUMAN BEING WHO TEACHES
HIM." BUT THE LANGUAGE THEY REFER TO IS FOREIGN, WHEREAS THIS IS ELOQUENT
ARABIC LANGUAGE. } [SURAT AN-NAHL: 103] Or they would turn away from
the messenger because he was followed by the poor and weak.
Speaking about the people of Nuh, Allah Almighty says:
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{BUT THE CHIEFS OF HIS PEOPLE WHO DISBELIEVED SAID: "WE ONLY SEE YOU A
HUMAN BEING LIKE OURSELVES, AND WE DO NOT SEE THOSE WHO FOLLOW YOU

EXCEPT THE LOWEST AMONG US APPARENTLY. WE DO NOT SEE YOU SUPERIOR TO
US, RATHER, WE THINK THAT YOU ARE LIARS."} [SURAT HUD: 27] Heraclius said



to Abu Sufyan: "And | asked you whether the nobles followed him or
the weak, and you claimed that the weak followed him; and those
are the followers of the messengers." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7)
and Muslim (1773)] And they would sometimes mock the
messengers and ridicule them. Allah Almighty says:
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{SAy: "Was IT ALLAH, HIS VERSES AND HIS MESSENGER THAT YOU WERE
MOCKING?"} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 65] He Almighty also says:
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{SO HE STARTED CONSTRUCTING THE ARK, AND EVERY TIME SOME CHIEFS OF HIS
PEOPLE PASSED BY HIM, THEY RIDICULED HIM. HE SAID: "IF YOU RIDICULE US NOW,
WE WILL SOON RIDICULE YOU AS YOU ARE RIDICULING US."} [SURAT HUD: 38]
They would some other times try to deceive the messenger and
seek to make him compromise or incline to them. Allah, Exalted be
He, says:
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{THEY WISH THAT YOU WOULD COMPROMISE SO THEY WOULD TOO
COMPROMISE.} [SURAT AL-QALAM: 9] Allah Almighty also says:
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{HAD WE NOT MADE YOU STAND FIRM, YOU WOULD NEARLY HAVE INCLINED TO
THEM A LITTLE.} [SURAT AL-ISRA": 74] They would also treat the prophet
disrespectfully and call him names, as Pharaoh did with Moses
(peace be upon him):
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{OR AM | NOT BETTER THAN THIS CONTEMPTIBLE ONE WHO CAN HARDLY EXPRESS
HIMSELF?} [SURAT AZ-ZUKHRUF: 52] Another example is Abu Sufyan's
statement about Prophet Muhammad (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him), when he was in the Levant. He related:
When we went out, | said to my companions: "The cause of 'lbn Abi
Kabshah' (i.e. the Prophet) has become so important, for the king of
Banu al-Asfar (the Romans) is afraid of him." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(4553), Muslim (1773), and At-Tirmidhi (2717)] The chiefs of the
people might also threaten to drive the prophet out of the land. An
example is the people of Shu‘ayb, about whom Allah Almighty says:
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{THE ARROGANT CHIEFS OF HIS PEOPLE SAID: "O SHU‘AYB, WE WILL SURELY
DRIVE YOU AND THOSE WHO BELIEVE WITH YOU OUT OF OUR TOWN UNLESS YOU
RETURN TO OUR FAITH." HE SAID: "EVEN IF WE DETEST IT?"} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF:
88] He Almighty also says:
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{THE DISBELIEVERS SAID TO THEIR MESSENGERS: "WE WILL SURELY DRIVE YOU
OUT OF OUR LAND UNLESS YOU RETURN TO OUR RELIGION."} [SURAT IBRAHIM: 13]
The people of Lut said to him and those who believed along with
him:
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{DRIVE THEM OUT OF YOUR TOWN, FOR THEY ARE PEOPLE WHO KEEP
THEMSELVES PURE!} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 82] The disbelievers of the Quraysh
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imposed a siege on our Prophet Muhammad (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him), his followers and Banu Hashim in the
mountain pass for three years, and then drove him out of his land.
Ibn Mas‘ad (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: When the
Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) distributed
the spoils from the battle of Hunayn, a man from the Ansar said:
"He did not intend by it the approval of Allah." So, | went to the
Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) and told him
about that. Thereupon, his face changed and he said: "May Allah be
merciful to Muasa, for he was hurt more than that and he showed
patience." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4335), Muslim (1062), and At-
Tirmidhi (3896)] The people of Ibrahim (peace be upon him), tried to
burn him, but Allah Almighty saved him. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{HIS PEOPLE’S ONLY RESPONSE WAS TO SAY: "KILL HIM OR BURN HIM!"} [SURAT
AL-“ANKABUT: 24] About what the children of Israel did with their
prophets, Allah, the Exalted, says:
GAV GG a5 2N 558 2Rl KL (s 388 Y Ly Ot el LG Ly
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{Is IT THAT EVERY TIME A MESSENGER COMES TO YOU [O ISRAELITES] WITH
SOMETHING AGAINST YOUR DESIRES, YOU BECOME ARROGANT; SOME OF THEM YOU
REJECTED, AND OTHERS YOU KILLED?} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 87]

This is the typical attitude of the arrogant people towards the
messengers and a typical behavior of the chiefs of every nation
towards reformers.
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And it is an unchanging law of Allah Almighty that He supports His
messengers and prophets. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{WE WILL SURELY HELP OUR MESSENGERS AND THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN THE LIFE
OF THIS WORLD AND ON THE DAY WHEN THE WITNESSES WILL COME FORWARD.}
[SURAT GHAFIR: 51] He Almighty also says:
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{THEN WE FULFILLED OUR PROMISE TO THEM: WE SAVED THEM AND THOSE
WHOM WE WILLED, AND DESTROYED THOSE WHO TRANSGRESSED ALL BOUNDS.}
[SURAT AL-ANBIYA': 9]

Book on the Last Day
Abstract

We believe in the Last Day and that this is one of the six pillars of
faith. It is called the Last Day because it will be the last day in this
world. No day will follow it. It also has numerous other names, such
as the Day of Judgment, the Day of Resurrection, the Day of
Reckoning, the Day of Recompense, At-Tammah (the Supreme
Calamity), Al-Hagqah (the Inevitable Hour), Al-Wagqgi‘ah (the
Inevitable Event), As-Sakhkhah (the Deafening Blast), and Al-
Ghashiyah (the Overwhelming Event). Allah Almighty mentions the
Last Day in many verses of His Noble Book.

Part of the belief in the Last Day is to believe in its signs and in
what happens after death. We will start with the signs of the Hour
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and then with what happens after death, for this occurs before the
Last Day.

The signs of the Hour are these signs that point to the imminence
of the Last Day. They belong to the unseen which we are
commanded to believe in.

They are of three types:

First: Signs of the Hour that have already appeared and finished,
and these are too numerous.

Second: Signs of the Hour that have taken place and continue to
exist.

Third: Signs of the Hour that have not yet taken place, but they
will occur shortly before the Day of Judgment.

Part of the belief in the Last Day is to believe that everything will
perish except Allah Almighty and that the angel of death takes
people's souls, and to believe in what happens after death, like the
guestioning of the dead in the grave, and the bliss and punishment
therein.

We believe that when Allah Almighty decides to bring this world
to an end, He commands the angel to blow the trumpet for the first
time, upon which all that is in the heavens and earth will fall
unconscious, except those whom Allah wishes; then Allah will send
down rain from which the bodies of mankind will grow; then Allah
Almighty will command the angel to blow the trumpet for the
second time, upon which people will come out of their graves and
stand for the Lord of the worlds. The first to come out of the earth
will be our Prophet Muhammad (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
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upon him) and the first to be clothed will be Prophet Ibrahim (peace
be upon him). People will be resurrected barefooted, naked, and
uncircumcised. The gathering ground will be white.

We believe in our Prophet's intercession and in the resurrection,
the reckoning, and the recompense, and that Allah Almighty is quick
in reckoning. And we believe that Allah's reckoning of His servants
has different levels and conditions. Some of them will face a hard
reckoning, while others will pass through an easy one. And among
the believers, there are those who will enter Paradise without
reckoning.

No one will be wronged on that Day. The first people to be
guestioned on the Day of Judgment will be the Ummah of
Muhammad (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him), and the
first thing to be judged among people will be bloodshed.

We believe that the witnesses will be brought forth on that Day.
The angels will testify, so will the earth about what the people had
done thereupon. The body organs will also give testimony.

We believe that Allah Almighty will place real scales to weigh
people's deeds.

We believe that there is a cistern for Prophet Muhammad (May
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him), which his Ummah will
converge on. Then, people will be led either to Paradise or to
Hellfire, Allah forbid, and the bridge will be erected over Hellfire,
having hooks like the thorns of Sa‘dan (a kind of plant). They will
snatch people, according to their deeds. The first to cross the bridge
will be Prophet Muhammad (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him).
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Chapter on the Proofs of the Belief in the
Last Day

We believe in the Last Day. It is one of the six pillars of faith
mentioned in the verse that reads:

o385 Al ale G 54 B85 o aalls 3, 8 B8 851505 o 5 ol @
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{IT 1S NOT RIGHTEOUSNESS TO TURN YOUR FACES TOWARDS THE EAST OR THE
WEST, BUT RIGHTEOUSNESS IS TO BELIEVE IN ALLAH AND THE LAST DAY.} [SURAT
AL-BAQARAH: 177] And the verse that reads:

Srios ,_.’i—//,,',“’i—/ LN U (P 3 37 <4 }«", :

Al (e J 33l L Sl J 3l Ly G saa i O e 34l 5 3die alall 8 G a1 (S1
H ISR 2% B LT ST SR s i i 4 AzaT_ 5% 4T 1 wafiL
1A 2 I3 AT a3l 5 Al ) sieBall 3558511 & si5all 55 slall (el
[162 :eluill] ¢V VY Lilae

{BUT THOSE WELL-GROUNDED IN KNOWLEDGE AMONG THEM AND THE BELIEVERS
BELIEVE IN WHAT HAS BEEN SENT DOWN TO YOU [O PROPHET], AND WHAT WAS
SENT DOWN BEFORE YOU; WHO ESTABLISH PRAYER AND GIVE ZAKAH, AND BELIEVE
IN ALLAH AND THE LAST DAY — IT IS THEY WHO WE WILL GIVE A GREAT REWARD.}
[SURAT AN-NISA’: 162]

It is also established by a Hadith in which Abu Hurayrah (May Allah
be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) came out to people one day, and
someone came to him and said: "O Messenger of Allah, what is
faith?" He replied: "It is to believe in Allah and His angels, His book,
the meeting with Him, and His messengers, and believe in the
Resurrection in the Afterlife." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4777),
Muslim (9), and Ibn Majah (64)]
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It is also established by reason. Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{AND HE PRODUCED ARGUMENTS AGAINST US WHILE FORGETTING HIS OWN
CREATION. HE SAYS: "WHO CAN GIVE LIFE TO THE BONES AFTER THEY HAVE
CRUMBLED TO DUST?" SAY: "THE ONE WHO CREATED THEM IN THE FIRST PLACE
WILL GIVE LIFE TO THEM, FOR HE HAS FULL KNOWLEDGE OF EVERY CREATED
BEING."} [SURAT YASIN: 78-79] He Almighty also says:
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{O MANKIND, IF YOU ARE IN DOUBT CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION, THEN WE
SURELY CREATED YOU FROM DUST, THEN FROM A DROP OF SPERM, THEN FROM A
CLOT, THEN FROM A LUMP OF FLESH — FORMED OR UNFORMED — SO THAT WE MAY
MAKE IT CLEAR TO YOU [OUR POWER]. WE SETTLE IN THE WOMBS WHATEVER WE
WILL FOR AN APPOINTED TERM. THEN WE BRING YOU OUT AS INFANTS, THEN [WE
NURTURE YOU] SO THAT YOU MAY REACH YOUR MATURITY. THEN SOME OF YOU
DIE, WHILE OTHERS ARE LEFT TO REACH THE DECREPIT OLD AGE SO THAT THEY MAY
KNOW NOTHING AFTER HAVING KNOWLEDGE. YOU SEE THE LAND LIFELESS, THEN AS
SOON AS WE SEND DOWN RAIN ON IT, IT STIRS AND SWELLS TO LIFE AND BRINGS
FORTH EVERY TYPE OF PLEASANT PLANT.} [SURAT AL-HAJJ: 5] In another verse,
Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{ARE YOU MORE DIFFICULT TO CREATE OR THE HEAVEN THAT HE BUILT?} [SURAT
AN-NAzI‘AT: 27] And He, Glorified be He, says:
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{AND AMONG HIS SIGNS IS THAT YOU SEE THE LAND WITHERED, BUT WHEN WE
SEND DOWN RAIN UPON IT, IT STIRS AND SWELLS. HE WHO GIVES IT LIFE WILL
SURELY GIVE LIFE TO THE DEAD, FOR HE IS MOST CAPABLE OF ALL THINGS.} [SURAT
FussiLAT: 39] Allah Almighty also says:
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{IT 1S HE WHO ORIGINATES THE CREATION THEN REPEATS IT, WHICH IS EASIER
FOR Him.} [SURAT AR-RUM: 27] And He, Exalted be He, says:
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{JustT AS WE ORIGINATED THE FIRST CREATION, SO WE WILL BRING IT BACK.
THAT 1S OUR BINDING PROMISE, WHICH WE WILL SURELY DO.} [SURAT AL-
ANBIYA": 104] It is called the Last Day because it will be the last day in
this world. No day will follow it. It also has numerous other names.
Its names include the Day of Judgment, the Day of Resurrection, the
Day of Reckoning, the Day of Recompense, At-Tammah (the
Supreme Calamity), Al-Haggah (the Inevitable Hour), Al-Wagqi‘ah
(the Inevitable Event), As-Sakhkhah (the Deafening Blast), and Al-
Ghashiyah (the Overwhelming Event). Allah Almighty mentions the
Last Day in many verses of His noble Book. Examples include the
verse that says:
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{A DAY WHEN PEOPLE WILL STAND BEFORE THE LORD OF THE WORLDS.} [SURAT
AL-MUTAFFIFIN: 6] And the verse that reads:
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{THE DAY WHEN THEY WILL RUSH OUT OF THEIR GRAVES AS IF THEY ARE RACING
TOWARDS A GOAL.} [SURAT AL-MA‘ARI: 43] And the verse that reads:
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{BUT WHEN THE SUPREME CALAMITY COMES.} [SURAT AN-NAzI‘AT: 34] And
the verses that read:
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{BUT WHEN THE DEAFENING BLAST COMES, ON THAT DAY EVERYONE WILL FLEE
FROM HIS SIBLING, AND FROM HIS MOTHER AND FATHER, AND FROM HIS WIFE AND
CHILDREN. ON THAT DAY, EVERYONE WILL HAVE ENOUGH CONCERN OF HIS OWN.}
[SURAT ‘ABAsA: 33-37] And the verses that read:
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{O MANKIND, FEAR YOUR LORD; THE EARTHQUAKE OF THE HOUR IS SOMETHING
DREADFUL. ON THE DAY WHEN YOU SEE IT, EVERY NURSING MOTHER WILL
ABANDON HER BABY, AND EVERY PREGNANT WOMAN WILL MISCARRY. YOU WILL
SEE PEOPLE AS THOUGH THEY ARE DRUNK, WHILE THEY ARE NOT DRUNK, BUT THE
PUNISHMENT OF ALLAH IS SEVERE.} [SURAT AL-HAJJ: 1-2] And the verse that
reads:
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{WHEN HE WILL GATHER YOU FOR THE GATHERING DAY; THAT IS THE DAY OF
GREAT LOSS. } [SURAT AT-TAGHABUN: 9]



Chapter on the Belief in the Signs of the
Hour

Part of the belief in the Last Day is belief in its signs, which point to

its imminence. Allah Almighty says:
¥ Z
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{ARE THEY BUT WAITING FOR THE HOUR TO COME UPON THEM BY SURPRISE?
ALREADY [SOME OF] ITS SIGNS HAVE APPEARED.} [SURAT MUHAMMAD: 18] This
belongs to the unseen which we are commanded to believe in.
Some of the signs of the Hour have already appeared and finished,
and these are very numerous. One of them is mentioned in the
Hadith that reads: "My advent and the Hour is like this next to that,
or like these two", joining his index and middle fingers. [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari (5301) and Muslim (2950)] In another Hadith, he (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Count six signs that
indicate the approach of the Hour: my death, the conquest of
Jerusalem, a plague that will afflict you as the plague that afflicts
sheep, an increase of wealth to such an extent that even if one is
given one hundred Dinars, he will still be dissatisfied..." [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari (3176) and lbn Majah (4042)] The Prophet (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) also said: "The Hour will not come
until two big groups fight each other whereupon there will be a
great number of casualties on both sides and they will be following
the same religious doctrine; until about thirty dajjals (impostors)
appear, and each one of them will claim that he is the messenger of
Allah; until the religious knowledge is taken away, earthquakes
increase in number, time passes quickly, afflictions appear, and



killing prevails; until wealth becomes so abundant that a wealthy
person will worry lest nobody would accept his Zakah, and
whenever he presents it to someone, he would say: 'l am not in
need of it'; and until people compete with one another in
constructing high buildings." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7121), Muslim
(157), and At-Tirmidhi (2218)] Other signs of the Hour have taken
place and continue to exist. One of them is the occurrence of trials
within the Ummah. (Numerous Hadiths reported by Al-Bukhari and
Muslim do mention trials, but they do not say explicitly that they are
signs of the Hour. Hence, we have cited two Hadiths from the Sunan
because they mention that clearly.) The Prophet (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) said: "Before the Last Hour there will be
commotions like pieces of a dark night in which a man will be a
believer in the morning and a disbeliever in the evening, or a
believer in the evening and a disbeliever in the morning. He who sits
during them will be better than he who gets up, and he who walks
during them is better than he who runs. So, break your bows, cut
your bowstrings, and strike your swords with stones. If people come
to one of you, let him be like the better one of Adam's two sons."
[Narrated by Abu Dawidd (4259), At-Tirmidhi (2204), Ibn Majah
(3961), Ibn Aby Shaybah (30978), Ahmad (19662), and Ar-Ruwyani
(585)] In another Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Before the Last Hour there will be
commotions like pieces of a dark night in which a man will be a
believer in the morning and a disbeliever in the evening, or a
believer in the evening and a disbeliever in the morning. People will
sell their religion in return for some worldly gains." [Narrated by At-
Tirmidhi (21970, lbn Aby Shaybah in Al-Musannaf (31053) and in Al-
Iman (64), and Al-Faryabi in Sifat An-Nifag Wa Dhamm Al-Munafigin
(97)] The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)



also said: "The Hour will not come until about thirty dajjals appear,
and each one of them will claim that he is the messenger of Allah."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7121), Muslim (157), and At-Tirmidhi
(2218)] Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
While the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
was saying something in a gathering, a Bedouin came and asked
him: "When will the Hour come?" The Prophet (May Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon him) continued his talk; so some people said
that the Messenger had heard the question, but did not like what
that Bedouin asked. Some others said that he did not hear the
guestion. When the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) finished his speech, he said: "Where is the one who
inquired about the Hour?" The Bedouin said: "I am here, O
Messenger of Allah." The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon him) said: "When honesty is lost, then wait for the Hour."
The Bedouin said: "How will it be lost?" The Prophet (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "When matters are
entrusted to unfit people, then wait for the Hour." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (59)] In another Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Among the signs of the Hour is that
knowledge will be taken away, ignorance will be established, alcohol
will be drunk, and adultery will prevail." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(80), Muslim (2671), At-Tirmidhi (2205), and Ibn Majah (4045)] The
Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) also said:
"Ahead of the Hour there will be days in which ignorance will
emerge, knowledge will be taken away, and killing will be
widespread." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7062), Muslim (2672), At-
Tirmidhi (2200), and Ibn Majah (4050)] Some signs of the Hour have
not taken place yet. They will occur shortly before the Day of



Judgment, like the descent of the Messiah, ‘Isa, the son of Maryam
(peace be upon him). Allah Almighty says:
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{THERE WILL BE NONE FROM THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK BUT WILL BELIEVE IN HIM
[UPON HIS RETURN] BEFORE HIS DEATH; AND ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION HE
WILL BE A WITNESS AGAINST THEM.} [SURAT AN-NIsA”: 159] And regarding
the emergence of Gog and Magog, Allah Almighty says:
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{UNTIL WHEN GOG AND MAGOG ARE LET LOOSE, SWARMING SWIFTLY FROM
EVERY MOUND.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA": 96] And the emergence of the Beast.
Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{WHEN THE DECREE [OF THE HOUR] COMES TO PASS AGAINST THEM, WE WILL
BRING FORTH TO THEM A BEAST OUT OF THE EARTH THAT WILL TELL THEM THAT THE
PEOPLE HAD NO FAITH IN OUR VERSES.} [SURAT AN-NAML: 82] Hudhayfah ibn
Usayd al-Ghifari reported: The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) came to us all of a sudden as we were busy
in a discussion. He said: "What are you discussing?" We said: "We
are discussing the Last Hour." Thereupon, he said: "It will not come
until you see ten signs ahead of it." So, he mentioned the smoke,
the Anti-Christ, the Beast, the rising of the sun from the west, the
descent of Jesus, the son of Maryam (peace be upon him), the Gog
and Magog, and landslides in three places: one in the east, one in
the west, and one in Arabia - and the last of these will be a fire that



will emerge from Yemen, which will drive people to the place of
their grand assembly. [Narrated by Muslim (2901), Abu Dawud
(4311), At-Tirmidhi (2183), and Ibn Majah (4041)] In another Hadith,
the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"The Hour will not come until the sun rises from the west, and when
it rises from the west, all people will believe, and on that day
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{BELIEF WILL BE OF NO BENEFIT TO THOSE WHO DID NOT BELIEVE BEFORE, OR
THOSE WHO DID NOT DO SOME GOOD THROUGH THEIR FAITH.}" [SURAT AL-
AN‘AM: 158] [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4635), Muslim (157), Abu
Dawid (4312), and Ibn Majah (4068)] The Prophet (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) also said: "By the One in Whose
Hand my soul is, the son of Maryam is about to descend among you
as a just judge. He will break the cross, kill the pigs, and abolish the
jaziyah (tribute), and wealth will be so superfluous that none would
accept it." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2222), Muslim (155), Abu Dawud
(4324), At-Tirmidhi (2233), and Ibn Majah (4078)] In yet another
Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Allah did not send a prophet except that he warned his people
about the one-eyed impostor; he is one-eyed, and indeed your Lord
is not one-eyed. It is written between his two eyes: a disbeliever."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7408), Muslim (2933), Abu Dawud (4316),
and At-Tirmidhi (2245)]



Chapter on the Belief in What Comes After
Death

We believe that part of the belief in the Last Day is to believe that
everything will perish except Allah Almighty, Who says:
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{EVERYTHING WILL PERISH EXCEPT HiM.} [SURAT AL-QAsAs: 88] Allah
Almighty also says:

[27-26 :cen ] § Y VoI 28915 JIadl 50 8055435 855 Y0 dle G 3K

{EVERYONE ON EARTH WILL PERISH, BUT THERE WILL REMAIN THE FACE OF YOUR
LORD, FULL OF MAJESTY AND HONOR.} [SURAT AR-RAHMAN: 26-27] And that
the angel of death will take people's souls. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{SAy: "THE ANGEL OF DEATH, WHO IS IN CHARGE OF YOU, WILL TAKE YOUR
SOULS, THEN TO YOUR LORD YOU WILL BE BROUGHT BACK."} [SURAT AS-SAJDAH:
11] We believe in what happens after death, including the
questioning of the dead and the bliss and punishment in the grave.
This is indicated in a verse that says:
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{THE FIRE, WHICH THEY WILL BE EXPOSED TO [IN THEIR GRAVES] MORNING AND
EVENING, AND ON THE DAY WHEN THE HOUR TAKES PLACE [IT WILL BE SAID]:
"ADMIT THE PEOPLE OF PHARAOH INTO THE MOST SEVERE PUNISHMENT."} [SURAT
GHAFIR: 46] And the verse that reads:
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{WE WILL PUNISH THEM TWICE, THEN THEY WILL BE BROUGHT BACK TO A GREAT
PUNISHMENT.} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 101] And the verse that reads:
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{IF ONLY YOU COULD SEE WHEN THE ANGELS TAKE THE SOULS OF THE
DISBELIEVERS, BEATING THEIR FACES AND THEIR BACKS: "TASTE THE PUNISHMENT
OF THE SCORCHING FIRE! THIS IS BECAUSE OF WHAT YOUR HANDS HAVE SENT
FORTH, FOR ALLAH IS NEVER UNJUST TO [HIS] SLAVES."} [SURAT AL-ANFAL: 50-
51] And the verse that reads:
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{IF ONLY YOU COULD SEE THE WRONGDOERS IN THE THROES OF DEATH WHILE THE
ANGELS ARE STRETCHING OUT THEIR HANDS [SAYING]: "GIVE UP YOUR SOULS!
TODAY YOU WILL BE RECOMPENSED WITH A DISGRACING PUNISHMENT, BECAUSE
YOU USED TO TELL LIES AGAINST ALLAH AND YOU ARROGANTLY REJECTED HIS
VERSES."} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 93] And the verse that reads:
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{AND FOR THE WRONGDOERS, THERE WILL BE ANOTHER PUNISHMENT BEFORE
THAT, BUT MOST OF THEM DO NOT KNOW.} [SURAT AT-TUR: 47] Al-Barad’ ibn
‘Azib (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Regarding the
verse:
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{ALLAH KEEPS THOSE WHO BELIEVE STEADFAST WITH THE FIRM WORD [OF
FAITH]} [SURAT IBRAHIM: 27] The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) said: "It was revealed in connection with
the punishment of the grave. It will be said to him: 'Who is your
Lord?' He will reply: 'My Lord is Allah, and my Prophet is
Muhammad (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)." This is
the meaning of the verse that says:
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{ALLAH KEEPS THOSE WHO BELIEVE STEADFAST WITH THE FIRM WORD [OF FAITH]
IN THE LIFE OF THIS WORLD AND IN THE HEREAFTER.}" [SURAT IBRAHIM: 27]
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1369), Muslim (2871), and this is his
version, At-Tirmidhi (3120), An-Nasa’i (2056 - 2057), and Ibn Majah
(4269 - 4750)] lbn ‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported
that the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
used to teach them this supplication as he used to teach them a
surah from the Qur’an.
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“Allahumma inna na‘ddhu bika min ‘adhabi jahannam, wa a‘lGdhu
bika min ‘adhab al-qabr, wa a‘dGdhu bika min fitnat al-masth ad-
dajjal, wa a‘Gdhu bika min fitnat al-mahya wa al-mamat.” (O Allah,
we seek refuge in You from the torment of Hellfire, and | seek
refuge in You from the torment of the grave, and | seek refuge in
You from the tribulation of the Antichrist, and | seek refuge in You
from the trials of life and death.) [Narrated by Muslim (590), Abu
Dawid (1542), At-Tirmidhi (3494), An-Nasa’i (2063), and lbn Majah
(3840)] Ibn ‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Once
the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) went
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through the graveyards of Madinah and heard the voices of two
humans who were being tortured in their graves. He said: “They are
being tortured, and they are not being tortured for something
grave; yet indeed it is grave. One of them was heedless about
preventing urine from reaching his clothes, and the other one used
to go about with talebearing.” Then, the Prophet (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) asked for a green palm tree leaf and
split it into two pieces and placed one piece on each grave, saying: "I
hope their punishment may be alleviated as long as these two have
not dried." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6055), Muslim (292), Abu
Dawdid (20), At-Tirmidhi (70), An-Nasa’i (31), and lbn Majah (347)]
Abu Sa‘ld related: Zayd ibn Thabit (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported: As we were accompanying the Prophet (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) while he was riding a she-mule in a
garden belonging to Banu an-Najjar, the animal shied and almost
dropped him. It happened that there were five or six graves there.
So, he asked if anyone knew who was buried in them. A man replied
that he did. He was asked when they died, and he said that they
died during the period of polytheism. Then, the Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "These people are
being afflicted in their graves, and were it not that you would cease
to bury one another, | would ask Allah to let you hear the
punishment in the grave which | am hearing.” Then, he turned to us
and said: "Seek refuge in Allah from the punishment of Hellfire.”
They said: "We seek refuge in Allah from the punishment of
Hellfire.” He said: “Seek refuge in Allah from the punishment of the
grave." They said: "We seek refuge in Allah from the punishment of
the grave." He said: "Seek refuge in Allah from trials, both open and
secret." They said: "We seek refuge in Allah from trials, both open
and secret." He said: "Seek refuge in Allah from the trial of the



Antichrist." They said: "We seek refuge in Allah from the trial of the
Antichrist." [Narrated by Muslim (2867)] Abu Ayyub (May Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) went out after the sun had set,
and heard a sound. He said: "Jews are being tormented in their
graves." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1375), Muslim (2869), and An-
Nasa’i (2059)] ‘A’ishah (May Allah be pleased with her) reported:
Two of the old Jewish women of Madinah came to me and said:
"The people of the graves are tormented in their graves." | did not
believe them, and | did not want to believe them. They left, and the
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
came to me, and | said: "O Messenger of Allah, two of the old Jewish
women of Madinah said that the people of the graves are
tormented in their graves." He said: "They spoke the truth. They are
tormented in @ manner that all the animals can hear." | never saw
him offer any prayer after that without seeking refuge with Allah
from the torment of the grave. [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6366),
Muslim (586), and An-Nasa’i (2067)] As disbelievers, hypocrites, and
some Muslim sinners suffer torment in the grave, believers enjoy
bliss therein. Anas ibn Malik (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "When a man is placed in his grave and his companions
leave him, he hears the steps of their sandals. Then, two angels
come to him and, having made him sit up, they say: 'What was your
opinion of this man, i.e. Muhammad?’ The believer replies: ‘I testify
that he is the servant and Messenger of Allah.' He is then told to
look at his abode in Hellfire for which Allah has substituted for him
an abode in Paradise, and he sees them both. As for the hypocrite
and the disbeliever, he is asked: ‘What was your opinion of this
man?’ He replies: ‘I do not know. | said as other people said.” They



will say: ‘You neither knew nor did you follow.” He will then be given
a blow with iron hammers and will release a shout which will be
heard by all that is near him, with the exception of men and jinn."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (1374) and Muslim (7318)]



Chapter on the Belief in the Resurrection
and What Comes Thereafter

We believe that when Allah Almighty decides to bring this world
to an end, He commands the angel to blow the trumpet. Thereupon,
all that is in the heavens and on earth will get stunned, except
whom Allah wills. Our Lord, Exalted be He, says:
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{THE TRUMPET WILL BE BLOWN AND ALL THOSE IN THE HEAVENS AND ALL THOSE
ON EARTH WILL GET STUNNED, EXCEPT WHOM ALLAH WILLS. THEN IT WILL BE
BLOWN AGAIN, AND AT ONCE THEY WILL BE STANDING, LOOKING ON.} [SURAT Az-
ZUMAR: 68] And the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "Then, the trumpet will be blown and no one will
hear that but he will bend his neck to one side and raise it from the
other side. The first one to hear that trumpet will be the person who
will be busy in setting right the tank meant for providing water to
the camels. He will get stunned and the other people will also get
stunned." [Narrated by Muslim (2940)] -- In another Hadith, the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The
Hour will come (so suddenly) that two persons spreading a garment
between them will not be able to finish their bargain, nor will they
be able to fold it up. The Hour will come while a man is carrying the
milk of his she-camel, but cannot drink it. The Hour will come when
someone is not able to prepare the tank to water his livestock from
it, and the Hour will come when one of you has raised his food to his
mouth but cannot eat it." Allah Almighty will cause whomever He



wills among His creation to perish, and none will remain but Him,
Exalted be He. Our Lord says:
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{EVERYONE ON EARTH WILL PERISH, BUT THERE WILL REMAIN THE FACE OF YOUR
LORD, FULL OF MAIJESTY AND HONOR.} [SURAT AR-RAHMAN: 26-27] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{DO NOT SUPPLICATE WITH ALLAH ANOTHER GOD; NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE
WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM. EVERYTHING WILL PERISH EXCEPT HIM. HIS IS THE
JUDGMENT AND TO HIM YOU WILL ALL BE BROUGHT BACK.} [SURAT AL-QASAS: 88]
In another verse, He, Exalted be He, says:
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{THE DAY WHEN THEY WILL BE BROUGHT FORTH, NOTHING ABOUT THEM WILL BE
HIDDEN FROM ALLAH. [HE WILL SAY]: "TO WHOM DOES THE DOMINION BELONG
THIS DAY? TO ALLAH, THE ONE, THE SUBJUGATOR!"} [SURAT GHAFIR: 16] Then,
Allah Almighty will send down rain out of which the bodies of
people will grow. The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "Then, Allah will send down rain which will be like
drizzle, or like a shadow - Nu‘man, a narrator of this Hadith, is in
doubt - and out of which the bodies of people will grow. Then, it will
be blown a second time, and they will stand up looking on."
[Narrated by Muslim (2940)] Then, Allah, the Exalted, will command
the angel to blow the trumpet a second time. He, Glorified be He,
says:
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{THEN IT WILL BE BLOWN AGAIN, AND AT ONCE THEY WILL BE STANDING,
LOOKING ON.} [SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 68] The Prophet (may Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) demonstrated the amount of time
between the two blows. Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with
him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Between the two blows, there will be
forty. Everything of the human body will decay except the coccyx
bone, from which Allah will reconstruct the whole body." [Narrated
by Al-Bukhari (4814) and Muslim (2955)] We believe in what the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) told us with
regard to the heavens and the earth on the Day of Judgment. lbn
Mas‘Gd (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: A Jewish rabbi
came to the Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) and said: "O Muhammad, we learned that Allah will place
the heavens on one finger, and the earths on one finger, and the
trees on one finger, and the water and dust on one finger, and all
other creatures on one finger. Then, He will say: 'l am the King."
Thereupon, the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) laughed until his premolar teeth became visible, in
confirmation of the rabbi’s words. Then, the Messenger of Allah
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) recited:
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{THEY DID NOT REVERE ALLAH HIS TRUE REVERENCE. ON THE DAY OF
RESURRECTION, THE WHOLE EARTH WILL BE IN HiS GRIP, AND THE HEAVENS WILL

-
=" =%
= 378 =

A N
3 N <



BE ROLLED UP IN His RIGHT HAND. GLORIFIED AND EXALTED IS HE ABOVE ALL
WHAT THEY ASSOCIATE WITH HimM!} [SURAT Az-ZUMAR: 67] [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (4811), Muslim (2786), and At-Tirmidhi (3238)] We believe
that people will be resurrected from their graves. Allah Almighty will
bring life back to the dead upon the second blow of the trumpet.
Then, they will stand before the Lord of all the worlds. Allah,
Glorified be He, says:
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{THEN AFTER THAT YOU WILL SURELY DIE, THEN ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION
YOU WILL SURELY BE RESURRECTED.} [SURAT AL-MU’MINON: 15-16] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{THE TRUMPET WILL BE BLOWN [AGAIN], AND AT ONCE THEY WILL RUSH FROM
THEIR GRAVES TO THEIR LORD. THEY WILL SAY: "WOE TO Us! WHO HAS
RESURRECTED US FROM OUR RESTING PLACE?" [THEY WILL BE TOLD]: "THIS IS
WHAT THE MOST COMPASSIONATE PROMISED, AND THE MESSENGERS TOLD THE
TRUTH." IT WILL ONLY BE A SINGLE BLAST, AND AT ONCE THEY WILL ALL BE
BROUGHT BEFORE UsS.} [SURAT YASIN: 51-53] And He, Glorified be He,
says:
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{INDEED, IT 1S WE WHO GIVE LIFE AND CAUSE DEATH, AND WE ARE THE

INHERITORS [OF ALL THINGS]. WE SURELY KNOW THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE GONE
BEFORE AND THOSE WHO ARE YET TO COME. IT IS YOUR LORD WHO WILL GATHER
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THEM TOGETHER. HE 1S ALL-WISE, ALL-KNOWING.} [SURAT AL-HUR: 23-25] In
another verse, He Almighty says:
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{THEY sAY: "WHAT! WHEN WE ARE TURNED INTO BONES AND DUST, WILL WE
REALLY BE RESURRECTED AS A NEW CREATION?" SAY: "BE YOU STONES OR IRON, OR
ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE YOU THINK IS HARDER TO BRING BACK TO LIFE." THEY WILL
THEN SAY: "WHO WILL BRING US BACK [TO LIFE]?" SAY: "THE ONE WHO CREATED
YOU THE FIRST TIME." THEY WILL SHAKE THEIR HEADS AT YOU AND SAY: "WHEN
WILL THAT BE?" SAY: "PERHAPS IT IS SOON." ON THE DAY WHEN HE CALLS YOU,
YOU WILL RESPOND BY PRAISING HIM, THINKING THAT YOU HAD NOT STAYED [ON
EARTH] EXCEPT FOR A LITTLE WHILE.} [SURAT AL-ISRA’: 49-52] Allah Almighty
also says:
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{WHOEVER ALLAH GUIDES IS TRULY GUIDED; AND WHOEVER HE CAUSES TO
STRAY, YOU WILL FIND NONE TO PROTECT THEM BESIDES HiM. ON THE DAY OF
RESURRECTION, WE WILL GATHER [AND DRAG] THEM ON THEIR FACES — DEAF,
DUMB AND BLIND. THEIR ABODE WILL BE HELL; EVERY TIME IT SUBSIDES, WE WILL
FLARE IT UP FOR THEM. THAT WILL BE THEIR RECOMPENSE BECAUSE THEY REJECTED
OUR VERSES AND SAID: "WHAT! WHEN WE ARE TURNED INTO BONES AND
CRUMBLED PARTICLES, WILL WE REALLY BE RAISED AS A NEW CREATION?" DO THEY



NOT SEE THAT ALLAH, WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, IS ABLE TO CREATE
THE LIKE OF THEM? HE HAS DECREED FOR THEM AN APPOINTED TIME, ABOUT
WHICH THERE IS NO DOUBT, YET THE WRONGDOERS PERSIST IN DENIAL.} [SURAT AL-
IsRA": 97-99] And Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{BUT WHEN THE PROMISE OF THE HEREAFTER COMES, WE WILL BRING YOU ALL
TOGETHER.} [SURAT AL-IsRA’: 104] So numerous are the verses that
affirm the Resurrection. We believe that Prophet Muhammad (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) will be the first one to
come out of the grave. Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with
him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "I will be the chief of the children of
Adam on the Day of Judgment, the first one for whom the grave will
be split open, and the first intercessor and the first one whose
intercession will be accepted." [Narrated by Muslim (2278) and Abu
Dawud (4673)] The first one to regain his consciousness will be the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him). In a Hadith,
he said: "Do not give me preference over Musa, for the people will
fall unconscious on the Day of Resurrection and | will be the first to
regain consciousness, and behold! Misa will be there holding the
side of Allah's Throne. | will not know whether Misa has been
among those people who have become unconscious and then has
regained consciousness before me, or has been among those
exempted by Allah from falling unconscious." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (2441) and Muslim (2373)] The first one to be clothed will
be Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him). The Prophet (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The first one to be clothed
on the Day of Judgment will be Ibrahim." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
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(3349), Muslim (2860), At-Tirmidhi (2423), and An-Nasa'i (2082)]
People will be resurrected barefooted, naked, and uncircumcised.
The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"People will be resurrected on the Day of Judgment, barefooted,
naked, and uncircumcised." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6527), Muslim
(2859), An-Nasa’i (2083), and Ibn Majah (4276)] We believe that the
earth on which people will be resurrected is different from this
earth. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{THE DAY WHEN THE EARTH WILL BE CHANGED TO ANOTHER EARTH AND SO WILL
THE HEAVENS, AND ALL WILL APPEAR BEFORE ALLAH, THE ONE, THE SUBJUGATOR.}
[SURAT IBRAHIM: 48] The land of resurrection will be white. The
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The
people will be resurrected on the Day of Resurrection on a white
land with a reddish tinge like the loaf of white bread." [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari (6521) and Muslim (2790)] Abu Sa‘ld al-Khudri (May Allah
be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The earth will turn to be a
single bread on the Day of Resurrection and the Almighty Lord will
turn it in His Hand as one of you turns a loaf while on a journey."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6520) and Muslim (2792)] As to where
humankind will be as the earth will turn into another one and the
heavens too, there are authentic Hadiths that tell about that.
Thawban, the Prophet's freed slave, reported: A Jewish rabbi came
to the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) and said: "Where will the human beings be on the Day when
the earth will change into another earth and the heavens too?" The
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)



said: "They will be in darkness beside the Bridge." [Narrated by
Muslim (315)] ‘A’ishah (May Allah be pleased with her) reported: |
asked the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) about the verse that reads:
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{THE DAY WHEN THE EARTH WILL BE CHANGED TO ANOTHER EARTH AND SO WILL
THE HEAVENS} [SURAT IBRAHIM: 48], as to where the people will be on
that Day, O Messenger of Allah? He said: "On the Sirat (the Bridge)."
[Narrated by Muslim (2791)] We know that this Day is a very
momentous one. Allah Almighty says:
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{DO THEY REALLY NOT THINK THAT THEY WILL BE RESURRECTED FOR A
MOMENTOUS DAY?} [SURAT AL-MUTAFFIFIN: 4-5] He Almighty also says:
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{O MANKIND, FEAR YOUR LORD; THE EARTHQUAKE OF THE HOUR IS SOMETHING
DREADFUL.} [SURAT AL-HA): 1] It equals fifty thousand years, as
authentically reported. Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with
him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "No owner of a treasure who does not
pay zakah will be spared, for his treasure will be heated in the Fires
of Hell and then made into plates. His flanks and his forehead will be
branded with them until Allah pronounces judgment on His servants
during a day lasting fifty thousand years by your measure, and he
will see his path leading either to Paradise or to Hellfire." [Narrated
by Al-Bukhari (2371), Muslim (987), Abu Dawid (1658), At-Tirmidhi
(1636), An-Nasa’i (3563), and Ibn Majah (2788)] On that Day, the



sun will draw close to the earth. Abu 'Umamah (May Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "On the Day of Resurrection,
the sun will draw so close to the people that there will be left only a
distance of one mile." Sulaym ibn ‘Amir said: "By Allah, | do not
know whether he meant by 'mile' the mile of the earth or an
instrument used for applying kohl to the eye." He said: "The people
will be submerged in perspiration according to their deeds, some up
to their knees, some up to their waist, and some will be totally
bridled by perspiration." [Narrated by Muslim (2864) and At-
Tirmidhi (2421)] The believers will be shielded from the heat of the
sun by virtue of their good deeds. Some will be covered by the
shade of the Throne, as related in a Hadtth that reads: "There are
seven types of people whom Allah will cover in His shade on a Day
there will be no shade but His shade." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (660)
and Muslim (1031)] Some will be shaded by Surat al-Bagarah and
Surat Al ‘Imran, which will plead for those who recite them. The
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Recite
the Qur’an, for on the Day of Resurrection it will come as an
intercessor for those who recite It. Recite the two bright ones, Al-
Bagarah and Al ‘Imran, for on the Day of Resurrection they will
come as two clouds or two shades, or two flocks of birds in ranks,
pleading for those who recite them. Recite Surat al-Bagarah, for
taking recourse to it is a blessing and abandoning it is a cause of
grief, and magicians cannot confront it." [Narrated by Muslim (804)]
Some will be shaded by the shade of their truthfulness. The Prophet
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Everyone will
be in the shade of his truthfulness until judgment is passed among
people." [Narrated by Ahmad (17333), Abu Ya‘la (1766), lbn



Khuzaymah (2431), Ibn Hibban (3310); classified as Sahth (Authentic)
by Ibn Khuzaymah and lbn Hibban]
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Chapter on Intercession on the Day of
Judgment and the Coming of the Lord to
Judge among His Servants

We believe that intercession belongs to Allah Almighty alone. He,
Exalted be He, says:

[44 10 ] 48 €055l o G315 ol e 40Tt il 5 8

{SAy: "ALL INTERCESSION BELONGS TO ALLAH ALONE. TO HIM BELONGS THE
DOMINION OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, THEN TO HIM YOU WILL BE RETURNED."}
[SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 44] We believe that no one will intercede with
Allah Almighty without His permission. Our Lord says:

[255 1552] §.... 40 ¥) sdic 4k G315 0 L

{WHO IS THERE THAT CAN INTERCEDE WITH HIM EXCEPT WITH HIS PERMISSION?}
[SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 255] Intercessors will not intercede except for
those with whose speech and deeds the Most Compassionate is
pleased. Allah Almighty says:

[28 :elui¥I] 4 YA & sfilin “anBi (2 oh 5 (i ol ) G aiia V50

{THEY CANNOT INTERCEDE EXCEPT FOR WHOM HE PLEASES, AND THEY ARE
FEARFUL IN AWE OF HIM.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA”: 28] Allah Almighty also says:

[109 :aks] §) + A 54T 3 a0 A1 63l G ) il g ¥ 3

{ON THAT DAY, NO INTERCESSION WILL BE OF ANY USE EXCEPT TO WHOM THE
MosT COMPASSIONATE GAVE PERMISSION AND APPROVED HIS WORD.} [SURAT
TAHA: 109] We believe that the luckiest ones to receive the
intercession of intercessors are the people of sincerity and
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monotheism. In a Hadith, Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with
him) asked: "O Messenger of Allah, who are the luckiest people to
have your intercession on the Day of Resurrection?" He (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "I thought, O Abu Hurayrah,
that no one would ask me about this Hadith before you, given what
| saw of your keenness on learning Hadiths. The luckiest people to
have my intercession on the Day of Resurrection are those who say
'No one is worthy of being worshiped except Allah' sincerely from
their heart, or from their soul." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (99, 6570)]
We believe that the disbelievers will not receive the intercession of
intercessors. Allah, the Exalted, says:

[48  faall] £ ACyumil] 4ais 24as Lk

{SO THE INTERCESSION OF INTERCESSORS WILL NOT BENEFIT THEM.} [SURAT AL-
MUDDATHTHIR: 48] We believe that Allah Almighty will allow
intercession for whomever He wills from among His servants, in
honor of the intercessor and out of mercy towards the one for
whom the intercession is made. We know that the noblest of all
intercessors on the Day of Judgment will be Prophet Muhammad
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him). He will intercede for
us for several purposes, the greatest of which will be his
intercession for all people assembled so that their judgment could
begin. This is Al-Magam al-Mahmood (praised status), which Allah
Almighty mentions in His Book, saying:

[79 161 mY1] & V415 5228 Ll &l iy of e 1 406 =4y 35658 T a5

{AND WAKE UP DURING THE NIGHT AND PRAY, AS AN ADDITIONAL PRAYER FOR
YOU [O PROPHET], SO YOUR LORD MAY RAISE YOU TO A PRAISED STATUS.} [SURAT
AL-ISRA": 79] A Hadtth reported by Ibn ‘Umar (May Allah be pleased
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with him) partly reads: "He will intercede with Allah to judge
amongst the people. He will proceed on until he holds the ring of
the door (of Paradise) and then Allah will exalt him to the praised
status, which will be praised by all the assembled people." [Narrated
by Al-Bukhari (1475)] The Hadith mentions the intercession for
beginning the judgment, and Allah Almighty informs that He, out of
His bounty, will decide the judgment, as revealed in a verse that
says:

25 1 15 ST (b Al sl i i 8 61 sy o 9 50 O
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{ARE THEY WAITING THAT ALLAH SHOULD COME TO THEM IN SHADOWS OF
CLOUDS, ALONG WITH THE ANGELS? BUT THEN THE MATTER WOULD BE DECIDED.
AND TO ALLAH RETURN ALL MATTERS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 210] And He,
Exalted be He, says:

[22 : adll] 4YY Gia Gia ST 5 sas)

{AND YOUR LORD COMES WITH THE ANGELS, RANK AFTER RANK.} [SURAT AL-
FAIR: 22] In another verse, Allah Almighty says:
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{ARE THEY WAITING FOR THE COMING OF THE ANGELS, OR THE COMING OF YOUR
LORD, OR THE COMING OF SOME OF YOUR LORD’S SIGNS?} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM:
158] Then, there will come the intercession for the people of
Paradise to enter Paradise. These intercessions are mentioned in
numerous authentic mass-transmitted Hadiths, like the Hadith
reported by Anas (May Allah be pleased with him), in which the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "On
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the Day of Resurrection, people will surge with one another like
waves, and they will come to Adam and say: 'Intercede for us with
your Lord.' He will say: 'l am not fit for that, but go to Ibrahim as he
is the close friend of the Most Compassionate.' They will go to
Ibrahim and he will say: 'l am not fit for that, but go to Misa as he is
the one to whom Allah spoke directly.' So, they will go to Mdsa and
he will say: 'l am not fit for that, but go to ‘Isa as he is a soul created
by Allah and His Word.' They will go to ‘Isa and he will say: 'l am not
fit for that, but go to Muhammad.' They will come to me and | will
say: 'l am for that.' Then, | will ask for my Lord's permission, and it
will be given, and then He will inspire me to praise Him with such
praises that | do not know now. So, | will praise Him with those
praises and will fall down in prostration before Him. Then, it will be
said: 'O Muhammad, raise your head and speak, for you will be
listened to; and ask, for you will be granted your request; and
intercede, for your intercession will be accepted.' | will say: 'O Lord,
my Ummah, my Ummah!' And then it will be said: 'Go and take out
of Hellfire all those who have faith in their hearts equal to the
weight of a barley grain.' | will go and do so and return to praise Him
with the same praises, and fall down before Him. Then it will be
said: 'O Muhammad, raise your head and speak, for you will be
listened to, and ask, for you will be granted your request; and
intercede, for your intercession will be accepted.' | will say: 'O Lord,
my Ummah, my Ummah!" It will be said: 'Go and take out of it all
those who have faith in their hearts equal to the weight of a small
ant or a mustard seed.' | will go and do so and return to praise Him
with the same praises, and fall down in prostration before Him. It
will be said: 'O Muhammad, raise your head and speak, for you will
be listened to, and ask, for you will be granted your request; and
intercede, for your intercession will be accepted.' | will say: 'O Lord,
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my Ummah, my Ummah!' Then, He will say: 'Go and take out all
those in whose hearts there is faith even to the lightest, lightest
mustard seed - out of Hellfire." | will go and do so." When we left
Anas, | said to some of my companions: "Let's pass by Al-Hasan who
is hiding himself in the house of Abu Khalifa and request him to tell
us about what Anas ibn Malik has told us." So, we went to him and
we greeted him and he admitted us. We said to him: "O Abu Sa‘ld,
we came to you from your brother Anas ibn Malik and he related to
us a Hadith about the intercession the like of which | have never
heard." He said: "What is that?" Then, we told him the Hadith and
said: "He stopped at this point." He said: "What then?" We said: "He
did not add anything to that." He said: "Anas related the Hadith to
me twenty years ago when he was a young fellow. | don't know
whether he forgot or he did not like that you might depend on what
he had to say." We said: "O Abu Sa‘ld, let us know that." He smiled
and said: "Man was created hasty. | did not mention that except
because | wanted to inform you about it. Anas told me the same as
he told you and said that the Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) added: 'l then return for a fourth time and
praise Him with the same praises, and fall down in prostration
before Him. Then it will be said: 'O Muhammad, raise your head and
speak, for you will be listened to; and ask, for you will be granted
your request; and intercede, for your intercession will be accepted.'
| will say: 'O Lord, allow me to intercede for whoever said: 'No one is
worthy of being worshiped except Allah." Then, Allah will say: 'By
My Power, My Majesty, My Supremacy, and My Greatness, | will
take out of Hellfire whoever said: 'No one is worthy of being
worshiped except Allah."" [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7510), Muslim
(2193), and Ibn Majah (4312)] In another similar Hadith reported Abu
Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him), the Prophet (May Allah's



peace and blessings be upon him) said in its last part: "'Go to
Muhammad.' They will come to me and say: 'O Muhammad, you are
the Messenger of Allah and the last of the prophets. Allah forgave
you all your previous and later sins. Intercede for us with your Lord.
Do you not see in which trouble we are? Do you not see what
(misfortune) has overtaken us?' | will then set off and come below
the Throne and fall down in prostration before my Lord. Then, Allah
will reveal to me and inspire me with some of His Praises and
Glorifications which He had not revealed to anyone before me. He
will then say: 'O Muhammad, raise your head; ask and it will be
granted; and intercede and your intercession will be accepted.' | will
then raise my head and say: 'O my Lord, my Ummah, my Ummah!' It
will be said: 'O Muhammad, let in from the right gate of Paradise
those of your Ummah who have no account to render. They will
share the other gates with the people.' By the One in Whose Hand
Muhammad's life is, the distance between two gate shutters of
Paradise is as great as between Makkah and Hajar, or as between
Makkah and Busra." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3340) and Muslim
(194)] In another Hadith reported by Anas ibn Malik (May Allah be
pleased with him), the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "I will be the first intercessor in Paradise. No
prophet was believed (by as many people) as | was believed. Among
the prophets was a prophet who was not believed except by one
man from his nation." [Narrated by Muslim (196) and Ad-Darimi
(52)] And the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "Every prophet had an invocation which he made and was
answered; and | reserved my invocation to intercede on behalf of
my Ummah on the Day of Judgment." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(6305)] In another Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Every prophet had an invocation that
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would be readily answered, and | want to reserve my invocation to
intercede for my Ummah in the Hereafter." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(6304), Muslim (199), At-Tirmidhi (3602), and Ibn Majah (4307)] We
believe that as Allah Almighty honored Prophet Muhammad (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) with the intercession, He
also honored the prophets, the angels, and the believers. Abu Sa‘ld
al-Khudri (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger
of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Allah,
Exalted and Glorified be He, will say: 'The angels interceded, the
prophets interceded, and the believers interceded, and none
remained but the Most Merciful of those who show mercy.' So, He
will take a handful from Hellfire, and there will come out of it people
who never did any good." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7439) and
Muslim (183)]



Chapter on the Presentation, Reckoning,
and Distribution of Books

We believe that everyone will be given their records. Some will
receive it with their right hands, as Allah Almighty says:

[19 380 ) 438 152 81 2500 0 “aianss 58 3 0 Ul

{As FOR THE ONE WHO IS GIVEN HIS RECORD IN HIS RIGHT HAND, HE WILL SAY:
"HERE IS MY RECORD, READ IT!"} [SURAT AL-HAQQAH: 19] And some will
take their records with the left hand. Allah, the Exalted, says:

[25 :48lall] 4 ¥ O &l & il () =4l A5 5 (a3

{As FOR THE ONE WHO IS GIVEN HIS RECORD IN HIS LEFT HAND, HE WILL SAY:
"WOULD THAT | HAD NOT BEEN GIVEN MY RECORD."} [SURAT AL-HAQQAH: 25]
Or they will take their records from behind their backs. The Almighty
Lord says:

[10 3R] ) =5 da #1534 35l G 3

{BUT WHOEVER IS GIVEN HIS RECORD FROM BEHIND HIS BACK.} [SURAT AL-
INsSHIQAQ: 10] It will be said to him:

[14 1em1] §) £ Ui e ol sy, 8 tic Ty

{READ YOUR RECORD; THIS DAY YOU ARE SUFFICIENT TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF
YOURSELF.} [SURAT AL-ISRA": 14] Allah Almighty also says:
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{AND THE RECORD [OF DEEDS] WILL BE PLACED BEFORE THEM, AND YOU WILL SEE
THE WICKED SCARED OF WHAT IT CONTAINS. THEY WILL SAY: "WOE TO US! WHAT
IS THIS BOOK THAT LEAVES NOTHING, SMALL OR BIG, EXCEPT THAT IT HAS RECORDED
IT?" THEY WILL FIND ALL WHAT THEY DID BEFORE THEM, AND YOUR LORD DOES
NOT WRONG ANYONE.} [SURAT AL-KAHF: 49] We believe that we will be
brought forth before Allah Almighty Who says:

[18 :A8lali] o ) ABLS 2ie (A5 Y & gl sl a3

{ON THAT DAY, YOU WILL BE BROUGHT FORTH [BEFORE ALLAH], AND NONE OF
YOUR SECRETS WILL REMAIN HIDDEN.} [SURAT AL-HAQQAH: 18] Allah Almighty
also says:

o1 Jaad ol iz 5 0350 O3 a8 L U i 3 ik 0 L Tl 2 3
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{THEY WILL BE PRESENTED BEFORE YOUR LORD IN ROWS: "NOW YOU HAVE COME
TO Us AS WE CREATED YOU THE FIRST TIME, ALTHOUGH YOU CLAIMED THAT WE
WOULD NEVER APPOINT A TIME FOR YOUR RETURN."} [SURAT AL-KAHF: 48]
‘Adiyy ibn Hatim (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "There will be none among you but his Lord will talk to him,
and there will be no interpreter between him and Allah. He will look
to his right and see nothing but his deeds which he has sent
forward, and will look to his left and see nothing but his deeds
which he has sent forward, and will look to his front and see nothing
but Hellfire facing him. So, save yourself from Hellfire even with half
a date (given in charity)." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6539) and
Muslim (1016)] We believe in the reckoning, and that Allah Almighty
will hold His servants accountable. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{INDEED, TO US IS THEIR RETURN, THEN IT IS FOR US TO CALL THEM TO
ACCOUNT.} [SURAT AL-GHASHIYAH: 25-26] So, whoever finds something
good should praise Allah Almighty, and whoever finds something
else should blame none but himself. The Prophet (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) quoted Allah Almighty as saying: "O My
servants, it is but your deeds that | record for you and then give you
the full recompense for them. So, whoever finds something good
should praise Allah, and whoever finds something else should blame
none but himself." [Narrated by Muslim (2577)] Allah Almighty is
swift in reckoning. He, Glorified be He, says:

[17 :88] &V Vel ol &) 3530 Al ¥ Gty (8 88 5585 250l

{TODAY EVERY SOUL WILL BE RECOMPENSED FOR WHAT IT HAS EARNED; NO
INJUSTICE TODAY! ALLAH IS SWIFT IN RECKONING.} [SURAT GHAFIR: 17] We
believe that some of the believers will enter Paradise without
reckoning. The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "Seventy thousand of my Ummah will enter Paradise
without reckoning..." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (5811) and Muslim
(216), and this is his wording] Allah's reckoning of His servants has
different levels and conditions. Some of them will face a hard
reckoning, while others will pass through an easy one. Allah
Almighty says:

[8-7 : BAki¥I] A o Ulon ol o35 Vosiasly A58 (35l (i Ul

{WHOEVER IS GIVEN HIS RECORD IN HIS RIGHT HAND, HE WILL HAVE AN EASY
RECKONING.} [SURAT AL-INSHIQAQ: 7-8] ‘Aishah (May Allah be pleased
with her) reported: The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "No one will be called to account on the Day of
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Judgment but he will be ruined." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6537) and
Muslim (2876)] | said: "O Messenger of Allah, does not Allah
Almighty say:

[8-7 1Y) A o Ul Gl a3 Vouiasly S 3 B Ul

{WHOEVER IS GIVEN HIS RECORD IN HIS RIGHT HAND, HE WILL HAVE AN EASY
RECKONING?"} [SURAT AL-INSHIQAQ: 7-8] In response, the Messenger of
Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "That is
only the presentation of accounts, but none will be called to account
on the Day of Judgment but he will be punished." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (6537)] No one will be wronged on that Day. Allah, the
Exalted, says:

GYAY otk Y 2h 5 g G (ol 08 (B8 AT ) b (a5
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{AND FEAR THE DAY WHEN YOU WILL BE BROUGHT BACK TO ALLAH. THEN EVERY
SOUL WILL BE REWARDED IN FULL FOR WHAT IT HAS EARNED, AND NONE WILL BE
WRONGED.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 281] The first nation to be brought to
account on the Day of Judgment is the Ummah of Prophet
Muhammad (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him), who
said: "We are the last of the people of this world but we will be the
first on the Day of Judgment and the first to be judged before all
creations." [Narrated by Muslim (856)] Bloodshed will be the first
thing to be judged among people. The Prophet (May Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon him) said: "The first matter concerning which
judgment will be given among the people on the Day of
Resurrection will be bloodshed." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6864) and
Muslim (1678)] We believe that the witnesses will be brought forth
on that Day. The angels will testify, so will the earth about what the
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people had done thereupon. The body organs will also give
testimony. Allah Almighty says:

£ > >,
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{WE WILL SURELY HELP OUR MESSENGERS AND THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN THE LIFE
OF THIS WORLD AND ON THE DAY WHEN THE WITNESSES WILL COME FORWARD.}
[SURAT GHAFIR: 51] Allah Almighty also says:
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{THE EARTH WILL SHINE WITH THE LIGHT OF ITS LORD, THE RECORD OF DEEDS
WILL BE PLACED, THE PROPHETS AND THE WITNESSES WILL BE BROUGHT FORTH,
AND JUDGMENT WILL BE PASSED BETWEEN THEM WITH FAIRNESS, AND THEY WILL
NOT BE WRONGED. } [SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 69] And He, Exalted be He, says:

[4 A1) 16 AT Eaad ey
{ON THAT DAY IT WILL RECOUNT ALL ITS NEWS.} [SURAT AZ-ZALZALAH: 4] In
another verse, He Almighty says:
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{ToDAY WE WILL SEAL UP THEIR MOUTHS, AND THEIR HANDS WILL SPEAK TO US,
AND THEIR FEET WILL TESTIFY TO ALL WHAT THEY USED TO DO.} [SURAT YASIN: 65]
In a Hadith reported by Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with
him), the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
mentioned the testimony of people's body organs against
themselves. He said: "... Then, it will be said to him: 'Now, we will
bring forth our witness against you.' He will think to himself: "Who
could be that one who testifies against me?' A seal will be put on his
mouth, and it will be said to his thigh, flesh, and bones: 'Speak!' So,
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his thigh, flesh, and bones will speak and tell about his deeds. Thus,
he will find no excuse for himself. That is the hypocrite. That is the
one with whom Allah will be displeased." [Narrated by Muslim
(2968)] Anas ibn Malik (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: As
we were in the Prophet's company, he laughed, and said: "Do you
know why | laughed?" We said: "Allah and His Messenger know
best." He said: "It was because of the talk which the servant will
have with his Lord. He will say: 'My Lord, have you not guaranteed
me protection against injustice?' He will say: 'Yes.' The servant will
say: 'l do not deem valid any witness against me but my own self.'
He will say: 'Well, sufficient will be the witness of yourself against
you and that of the two angels who had been appointed to record
your deeds.' Then, the seal will be set upon his mouth and it will be
said to his hands and feet to speak and they will speak of his deeds.
Then, he will be made free to talk, and he will say: 'Be away! Let
there be the curse of Allah upon you! It was for your safety that |
was contending.' [Narrated by Muslim (2969)]

Chapter on the Belief in the Scales

We believe that Allah Almighty will place the scales to weigh
people's deeds. He, Exalted be He, says:

R TR Lo T oy . 72 BRI R R B R (R (TR
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{WE WILL PLACE THE SCALES OF JUSTICE ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION, AND NO
SOUL WILL BE WRONGED IN THE LEAST. EVEN IF A DEED IS THE WEIGHT OF A

MUSTARD SEED, WE WILL BRING IT FORTH. SUFFICIENT ARE WE AS RECKONERS.}
[SURAT AL-ANBIYA": 47] Allah Almighty also says:
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{THE WEIGHING [OF DEEDS] ON THAT DAY WILL BE TRUE AND JUST. THOSE
WHOSE SCALES [OF GOOD DEEDS] ARE HEAVY, IT IS THEY WHO WILL BE THE
SUCCESSFUL. BUT THOSE WHOSE SCALES ARE LIGHT, IT IS THEY WHO HAVE LOST
THEIR OWN SOULS, BECAUSE THEY WRONGFULLY REJECTED OUR VERSES.} [SURAT
AL-A‘RAF: 8-9] It is a real scale with two pans and a pivot, and it will
weigh people's deeds. We believe that deeds will be placed on the
scales. The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "There are two phrases which are light for the tongue, heavy
on the scale, and dear to the Most Compassionate: 'Subhan Allah
wa bihamdihi; subhan Allah al-‘Azhim' (Glory and praise be to Allah;
glory be to Allah, the Most Great)." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6682),
Muslim (2694), At-Tirmidhi (3467), and Ibn Majah (3806)] In another
Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Purification is half of faith, and al-hamdulillah (praise to Allah)
fills the scale." [Narrated by Muslim (223), At-Tirmidhi (3517), An-
Nasa’i (2437), and Ibn Majah (280)] We know that a person will be
placed on the scale along with his deeds. Abu Hurayrah (May Allah
be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "On the Day of Resurrection, there will
be brought forth a bulky person whose value to Allah will be less
than that of the wing of a mosquito." And he said: "Recite:

[105 ;2] ) + OV sl a3 261 43 S8 3

{AND WE WILL GIVE NO WEIGHT TO THEM ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION."}
[SURAT AL-KaHF: 105] [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4729) and Muslim
(2785)] Also, the records of deeds will be placed on the scales, as
indicated by the Hadith of the Card. [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (2639),



Ibn Majah (4300), lbn al-Mubarak in Al-Musnad (100) and in Az-
Zuhd (2/109), and Ahmad (6994)]
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Chapter on the Belief in the Cistern

We believe that there is a cistern for Prophet Muhammad (May
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him), which his Ummah will
converge on. Allah, Exalted be He, says:

[1:,;}ﬁq<%\<;3sﬁeﬁgaaiﬁg?

{WE HAVE SURELY GIVEN YOU [O PROPHET] AL-KAWTHAR.} [SURAT AL-
KawTHAR: 1] Anas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: One
day as the Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) was sitting amongst us, he dozed off, and then he raised
his head smiling. We said: "What makes you smile, O Messenger of
Allah?" He said: "A surah has just been revealed to me; and he
recited:

[3-1 258 sS0] o W b Gl &) Y el o) (ead ) ST Gtk Uy

{WE HAVE SURELY GIVEN YOU [O PROPHET] AL-KAWTHAR; SO PRAY AND
SACRIFICE TO YOUR LORD ALONE. INDEED, THE ONE WHO HATES YOU IS TRULY CUT
OFF} [SURAT AL-KAWTHAR: 1-3]. Then, he said: "Do you know what the
Kawthar is?" We said: "Allah and His Messenger know best." He
said: "It is a river which my Lord, Exalted and Glorified be He, has
promised me, and there is an abundance of good in it. It is a cistern
to which my Ummah will come on the Day of Resurrection, and its
tumblers will be as numerous as the stars. A person will be turned
away from among them. | will say: 'O My Lord, he is one of my
Ummah!' Thereupon, He will say: 'You do not know what he newly
introduced to the religion after you."" [Narrated by Muslim (400)] In
another Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "My CISTERN WOULD TAKE A MONTH'S JOURNEY TO CROSS IT.
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ITS WATER IS WHITER THAN MILK, ITS SMELL IS NICER THAN MUSK, AND ITS
DRINKING CUPS ARE AS NUMEROUS AS THE STARS OF THE SKY; WHOEVER DRINKS
FROM IT WILL NEVER BE THIRSTY." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6579) and
Muslim (2292)] He (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
also said: "My Cistern has its dimensions wider than the distance
between Ayla and Aden, and its water is whiter than ice and
sweeter than honey diluted with milk, and its cups are more
numerous than the stars. Verily, | shall prevent people therefrom
just as a man prevents the camels of the people from his fountain."
They said: "O Messenger of Allah, will you recognize us on that
day?" He said: "Yes, you will have distinctive marks which nobody
among the nations will have; you will come to me with a bright
forehead and bright hands and feet on account of the traces of
ablution." [Narrated by Muslim (247)] And the Prophet (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) also said: "While | was sleeping, a
group was brought close to me, and when | recognized them, a man
came out from between me and them and said: 'Come along.' |
asked: 'Where?' He said: 'To Hellfire, by Allah.' | asked: 'What is
wrong with them?' He said: 'They turned apostate as renegades
after you left." Then behold! (Another) group was brought close to
me, and when | recognized them, a man came out from between
me and them and said: 'Come along.' | asked: 'Where?' He said: 'To
Hellfire, by Allah.' | asked: '"What is wrong with them?' He said: 'They
turned apostate as renegades after you left." So, | did not see
anyone of them escaping except a few who were like camels
without a shepherd." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6587)] Anas (May
Allah be pleased with him) reported: After the Prophet (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) was taken for the journey of
Mi‘raj (ascension) to the heaven, he said: "l came upon a river the
banks of which were made of tents of hollow pearls. | asked: 'What



is this, O Jibril?' He said: 'This is the river of Kawthar."" [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari (4964)]



Chapter on the Sirat (bridge) and the
Recompense

We believe that the Sirat will be erected above Hellfire, and it will
be slippery. People will pass over it in accordance with their deeds.
It has hooks like As-Sa‘dan thorns, which will snatch people
according to their deeds. The first to cross this bridge will be our
Prophet Muhammad (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him). Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "On the Day of Resurrection, people will be gathered and He
will order the people to follow what they used to worship. Some of
them will follow the sun, some will follow the moon, and some will
follow other deities; and only this Ummah will be left, along with its
hypocrites. Allah will come to them and say: 'l am your Lord.' They
will say: 'We will stay in this place until our Lord comes to us and
when our Lord comes, we will recognize Him.' Then, Allah will come
to them again and say: 'l am your Lord.' They will say: 'You are our
Lord.' Allah will call them, and the Sirat will be laid across Hellfire,
and | will be the first amongst the messengers to cross it with my
Ummah. Only the messengers will be able to speak on that Day, and
they will be saying: 'O Allah, save us. O Allah, save us!"" [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari (806), Muslim (182), Abu Dawidd (4730), At-Tirmidhi
(2554), and Ibn Majah (178)] Abu Sa‘ld al-Khudri (May Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Then, the bridge will be laid across
Hellfire." We said: "O Messenger of Allah, what is the bridge?" He
said: "It is a slippery bridge on which there are clamps and hooks
like a thorny seed that is wide at one side and narrow at the other



and has thorns with bent ends. Such a thorny seed is found in Najd
and is called As-Sa‘dan. Some of the believers will cross the bridge
as quickly as the blink of an eye, some others as quickly as lightning,
a strong wind, fast horses, or she-camels. So, some will be safe
without any harm; some will be safe after receiving some scratches,
and some will fall down into Hellfire. The last person will cross by
being dragged all the way." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7439)] In
another Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "And on the sides of the Sirat hooks will be
suspended ready to catch those it will be ordered to catch. There
will be those who suffer scratches and be saved and others who will
pile up in Hellfire." [Narrated by Muslim (195)] Abu az-Zubayr
related that he heard Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (May Allah be pleased with
him) who was asked about the arrival of people on the Day of
Resurrection, and he said: "We will come on the Day of Resurrection
like this and like that... Then, the people will be summoned along
with their idols whom they worshiped, one after another. Then, our
Lord will come to us and say: 'Who are you waiting for?' They will
say: 'We are waiting for our Lord.' He will say: 'l am your Lord.' They
will say: '(We are not sure) until we look at You.' He will manifest
Himself to them smiling and will go along with them and they will
follow Him; and everyone, whether a hypocrite or a believer, will be
endowed with a light, and there will be spikes and hooks on the
bridge of Hellfire, which will catch hold of those whom Allah wills.
Then, the light of the hypocrites will be extinguished, and the
believers will attain salvation." [Narrated by Muslim (191)] When
the believers pass the Sirat and are saved therefrom, they will be
held over a vault between Paradise and Hellfire. Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri
(May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The believers,



after being saved from Hellfire, will be stopped at a bridge between
Paradise and Hellfire and mutual retaliation will be established
among them regarding wrongs they have committed in the world
against one another. After they are cleansed and purified, they will
be admitted into Paradise; and by Him in Whose Hand Muhammad's
soul is, every one of them will know his dwelling in Paradise better
than he knew his dwelling in this world." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(6535)]
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Chapter on Paradise and Hellfire

We believe that Paradise and Hellfire are the abodes of
recompense. The dwellers of Paradise and Hellfire are described in
the Qur'an and the Sunnah, along with their dwellings, drinks,
foods, and clothes.

We believe that both are already created and exist now, and that
Adam (peace be upon him) used to live in the Garden of Eternity.
Allah Almighty says:
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{O ADAM, DWELL IN PARADISE, YOU AND YOUR WIFE, AND EAT FROM WHEREVER
YOU WISH, BUT DO NOT APPROACH THIS TREE, OR ELSE YOU WILL BOTH BE AMONG
THE WRONGDOERS.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 19] Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Adam and Musa debated.
Mdsa said to him: 'O Adam, you are our father; you have deprived
us and caused us to be expelled from Paradise because of your sin.'
Adam said to him: 'O Mdsa, Allah chose you for His speech, and he
wrote the Torah for you with His own Hand. Are you blaming me for
something which Allah decreed for me forty years before He
created me?' Thus, Adam won the argument with Musa; thus, Adam
won the argument with Misa; thus, Adam won the argument with
Musa." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6614), Muslim (2652), Abu Dawid
(4701), At-Tirmidhi (2134), and lbn Majah (80)] Paradise is the
abode of bliss. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{THEIR REWARD IS FORGIVENESS FROM THEIR LORD AND GARDENS UNDER WHICH
RIVERS FLOW, ABIDING THEREIN FOREVER. HOW EXCELLENT IS THE REWARD OF
THOSE WHO DO [RIGHTEOUS] DEEDS!} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 136] Allah Almighty
increases our desire for the bliss of Paradise, saying:
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{NO souL KNOWS WHAT DELIGHTS ARE KEPT HIDDEN FOR THEM AS A REWARD
FOR WHAT THEY USED TO DO.} [SURAT As-SAIDAH: 17] We believe that the
greatest bliss in Paradise is to see the countenance of Allah
Almighty. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{ON THAT DAY SOME FACES WILL BE BRIGHT, LOOKING AT THEIR LORD.} [SURAT
AL-QIYAMAH: 22-23] He, Glorified be He, also says:
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{No INDEED! ON THAT DAY THEY WILL BE BARRED FROM SEEING THEIR LORD.}
[SURAT AL-MUTAFFIFIN: 15] Sohaib ar-Rimi (May Allah be pleased with
him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "When the dwellers of Paradise enter
Paradise, Allah Almighty will ask: ‘Do you want Me to give you
anything more?’ They will say: ‘Have You not brightened our faces?
Have You not made us enter Paradise and saved us from Hellfire?’
He will then remove the veil, and of all the things they were given,
nothing will be dearer to them than looking at their Lord." [Narrated
by Muslim (181)] We believe that Paradise has different ranks. The
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Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) mentioned
the lowest and highest ranks of the dwellers of Paradise; he said:
"Mdisa asked his Lord: 'Who among the dwellers of Paradise is the
lowest in rank?' He said: 'A man who will come after the dwellers of
Paradise have been admitted into it. It will be said to him: 'Enter
Paradise.' He will say: 'My Lord, how, while the people have settled
in their dwellings and taken their shares?' It will be said to him:
'Would you be pleased if there were for you like the kingdom of a
king amongst the kings of the world?' He will say: 'l am pleased, my
Lord.' He will say: 'For you is that, and the like of it, and the like of it,
and the like of it, and the like of it." Upon the fifth time, he said: 'l
am pleased, my Lord.' He will say: 'That is for you and ten times like
it; and you will have what your soul desires and your eyes relish.' He
will say: 'l am pleased, my Lord." He said: 'My Lord, what about
those of them who have the highest rank?' He said: 'They are those
whom | choose. | establish their honor with my Hand and put a seal
on it, (giving them) what no eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no
human mind has perceived." He said: This is confirmed by the verse
that says:
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{NO souL KNOWS WHAT DELIGHTS ARE KEPT HIDDEN FOR THEM AS A REWARD
FOR WHAT THEY USED TO DO.} [SURAT As-SAIDAH: 17] [Narrated by Muslim
(189)] And the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "The lowest in rank among you in Paradise will be told:
'Desire (whatever you like)'. He will express his desire and
repeatedly express a desire. He will say to him: 'Have you expressed
your desire?' He will say: 'Yes.' Then, He will say: 'You will have what
you desire and the like of it along with it." [Narrated by Muslim



(182)] We know that Paradise has eight gates. The Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever says, 'l
bear witness that none is worthy of being worshiped except Allah,
alone, with no partner, and Muhammad is His servant and
Messenger; that ‘Isa is Allah's Slave and His Apostle and His Word
which He bestowed on Mary and a Spirit created by Him, and that
Paradise is true, and Hellfire is true,' Allah will admit him into
Paradise from any of its eight gates he likes." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (3435) and Muslim (28)] We know that the abode of bliss
comprises several gardens. Allah Almighty says:

[46 el %2'1@133;7\;;@&@;;4;%

{FOR THOSE WHO FEAR OF STANDING BEFORE THEIR LORD WILL BE TWO
GARDENS.} [SURAT AR-RAHMAN: 46] And He Almighty says:

[62 ropmn ] § 1Y i Lagd 55 a5

{AND BESIDES THESE TWO THERE WILL BE TWO OTHER GARDENS.} [SURAT AR-
RAHMAN: 62] And the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Two gardens, the utensils and the
contents of which are of silver, and two other gardens, the utensils
and contents of which are of gold. And nothing will prevent the
people who will be in the Garden of Eden from seeing their Lord
except the curtain of Majesty over His Face." We believe that the
bliss of Paradise is everlasting and ceaseless. Abu Hurayrah (May
Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever enters
Paradise will find bliss and will not suffer, his clothes will not wear
out, and his youth will not decay." Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's



peace and blessings be upon him) said: "A caller will call out: 'You
will be healthy and never be ill; you will have life and never die; you
will be young and never grow old; and you will live in bliss and never
suffer. This is the meaning of the verse that says:
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{THEY WILL BE CALLED: 'THIS IS PARADISE THAT YOU ARE MADE TO INHERIT FOR
WHAT YOU USED TO DO.""} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 43] Allah Almighty provides
information about Hellfire and its distinct types of punishment and
torment. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{WE HAVE PREPARED FOR THE WRONGDOERS A FIRE WHICH WILL ENCOMPASS
THEM LIKE THE WALLS. IF THEY CRY FOR RELIEF, THEY WILL BE RELIEVED WITH
WATER LIKE BOILING OIL THAT WILL SCALD THE FACES. WHAT A TERRIBLE DRINK,

AND WHAT A TERRIBLE RESTING PLACE!} [SURAT AL-KAHF: 29] Allah Almighty
also says:
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{MELTING ALL THAT IS IN THEIR BELLIES AND THEIR SKINS. AND FOR [STRIKING]
THEM, THERE WILL BE MACES OF IRON.} [SURAT AL-HAJ): 20-21] And He
Almighty says:

U 53 13514 205 ah3 14 Gl LR 1915 pguttal g il 15538 0l
[56 :sluall] § O Tasa 1356 8 AT &) Sl 14854

{THOSE WHO REJECT OUR VERSES, WE WILL CAST THEM INTO THE FIRE.
WHENEVER THEIR SKINS ARE BURNT THROUGH, WE WILL REPLACE THEM WITH
FRESH SKINS, SO THAT THEY MAY TASTE THE PUNISHMENT. INDEED, ALLAH IS ALL-

“\"/\‘/“ «

< 411 +

\



MIGHTY, ALL-WISE.} [SURAT AN-NISA": 56] We believe that Hellfire has
different layers of depth. Our Lord pointed out that the hypocrites
will be in the lowest depths of Hellfire. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{INDEED, THE HYPOCRITES WILL BE IN THE LOWEST DEPTHS OF THE FIRE, AND YOU
WILL NEVER FIND FOR THEM ANY HELPER.} [SURAT AN-NIsA’: 145] It is
mentioned in the Qur’an that it has seven gates. Allah, the Exalted,
says:

[44 - mall] ¢ £ £25000 254 i b 08 i e gy

{IT HAS SEVEN GATES; EACH GATE WILL HAVE ITS ALLOTTED SHARE OF THEM.}
[SURAT AL-HUR: 44]. It is the abode of enduring punishment. The
Almighty Lord says:
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{THOSE WHO DISBELIEVE AND DO WRONG, ALLAH WILL NOT FORGIVE THEM,
NOR WILL HE GUIDE THEM TO A WAY EXCEPT THE WAY OF HELL, ABIDING THEREIN
FOREVER. AND THAT IS EASY FOR ALLAH.} [SURAT AN-NISA": 168-169]

Book of the Belief in Predestination

Abstract

We believe in the divine predestination and decree and know with
certainty that this belief is the sixth pillar of faith. Indeed, belief in
predestination is part of the belief in Allah because predestination is
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part of Allah's knowledge, determination, management, will, and
creation.

Muslims unanimously agree that the belief in predestination is
one of the pillars of faith.

We know that the belief in predestination includes the belief in
Allah's comprehensive and all-inclusive knowledge and that Allah
encompasses all things, great or small, in His knowledge; and that
there is nothing that exists or is yet to exist except that it had been
recorded in the Preserved Tablet, with all details, like its form,
number, amount, the time it will come into existence, and how it
will come to an end.

And we know that He, Exalted be He, knows what existed, what
will exist, and how what does not exist would be like if it did exist;
and that Allah Almighty had written the predestination of all
creatures fifty thousand years before He created the heavens and
the earth, and His Throne was above water.

We believe that Allah Almighty has written all that exists in a
Preserved Book.

We believe that Allah Almighty writes whatever He wishes and
erases or affirms whatever He wishes, and with Him is the Master
Book.

We believe that nothing happens except according to Allah's
predestination and decree and nothing can be averted except as He
predestined and decreed. All that He predestined will surely
happen, and what He did not predestine, none could make it
happen. All creation cannot do anything not predestined by our
Lord or avert something predestined by Him, Exalted be He.
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Whatever misses a person would not have befallen him and
whatever befalls him would not have missed him.

We believe that whatever Allah wills comes to pass and whatever
He does not will does not happen, and that His will is absolute; and
that nothing happens in His dominion except if He wills it. We
believe that people have wills in reality, and they are subject to
Allah's will.

We believe that Allah Almighty guides whomever He wills by His
grace and abandons whomever He wills by His justice. He is not
guestioned about what He does, but we are questioned. Any good
deed a person performs is due to Allah's help, and any sin he
commits is caused by his previous abandonment of Allah and by
Allah; the blissful are those for whom bliss is already predestined
and the miserable are those for whom misery is already
predestined. All deeds of people, good and bad, are acts on their
part, yet they are predestined by their Creator.

We believe that Allah Almighty loves good deeds and the doers of
good, and we believe that He Almighty dislikes wickedness and the
wicked, and that when Allah, the Exalted, wills good for someone,
He guides him to the things dear and pleasing to Him, and when He
wills otherwise for someone, He establishes the proof against him
and then punishes him, justly.

We believe that Allah Almighty does not enjoin immoral or
shameful acts and does not approve of disbelief for His servants.

We believe that Allah is the Creator of everything and that He
created people and created their actions. And we believe that He
has no partner in the creation just as He has no partner in the
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dominion. As an argument to His servants, He states that He alone is
the Creator. Since He is the sole Creator, it is not for anyone to claim
to be His partner in the creation.

We believe that there is no contradiction between the Shariah,
the command, and the creation, for the creation and the command
belong to Allah Almighty alone. Just as He does whatever He wills,
and is not questioned about His actions, He commands, and no one
can stop His judgment or reverse His command.

We believe that Allah Almighty determined the destiny of all
creatures fifty thousand years before He created the heavens and
the earth. Nonetheless, He commanded people to obey Him and
obey His messengers and prophets and forbade them from
disobeying Him or disobeying His messengers and prophets. In His
Book, Allah Almighty expounds on His predestination along with the
command to follow His revelation and injunctions. Our Lord points
out that it is our duty to follow guidance, and that He guides
whomever He wills by His grace and misguides whomever He wills
by His justice. He, Exalted be He, combines with His mention of His
general Will, His warning to the violators, and His command to His
believing servants to worship Him and rely upon Him. Combining
belief in divine predestination and acting upon the Shariah are
possible and within people's reach. Allah, the Exalted, also points
out that He does not burden anyone beyond his capacity.

We believe that as there is no contradiction between the creation,
the command, and the Shariah, there is also no contradiction
between the Shariah, the command, and reason. Everything
commanded or prohibited by Allah Almighty or His Messenger (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) or predestined or stated
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by Allah, the Exalted, does not run counter to reason. On the
contrary, it is quite reasonable and perfectly wise.

We believe that Allah Almighty revealed the books and sent the
messengers to establish the argument against humankind. This
Shariah, the command, and predestination are completing one
another and lie at the height of excellence. Nothing is more
excellent than them.

Allah Almighty praises His Book, which comprises the legislation
and the command, and describes it as the best speech. Everything
Allah Almighty has legislated or predestined is perfect and excellent,
whether our minds can grasp it or not. We should not make our
minds and views judges over Allah's Shariah and predestination, by
approving of it sometimes and disproving it at other times. Indeed,
all that is legislated and predestined by our Lord is at the pinnacle of
beauty and perfection.

We believe that the Shariah and divine predestination are all
good. Allah Almighty would not predestine sheer evil. Evil falls
under general predestination and it is mentioned in the Qur’an as
being attributed to those who perpetrate it. Out of politeness, we
should not attribute evil to Allah, Exalted be He.

We believe that pursuing the proper means does not contradict
belief in predestination; rather, it is a sign of perfect belief in the
divine decree and predestination. Our Lord commands us to seek
the proper means, and one of the best means is supplication. Our
Lord commands us to supplicate to Him, though destiny had already
been determined.
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We believe that Allah Almighty enjoins justice and administers
justice through His Shariah, predestination, and recompense, and
He negates injustice from Himself and affirms His perfect justice.

We believe that the precedence of the divine predestination and
decree does not mean injustice to people, for Allah Almighty
revealed the books and sent the messengers, so that people may
have no excuse before Him after the coming of the messengers. He,
Almighty made destiny a hidden secret and gave people free will.
So, whoever is guided - it is for his own benefit, and whoever goes
astray, only goes astray to his detriment.

We believe that it is not permissible for a person to cite
predestination as an excuse for committing sins or abandoning
virtuous deeds. Allah Almighty declared that the polytheists who
cited predestination as an excuse for them to fall into polytheism
were liars and He made them taste His punishment. If
predestination were an excuse for them to fall into polytheism,
Allah Almighty would not have made them taste His punishment.

We believe that a person may cite predestination as an excuse for
committing sins after repenting, and to likewise cite it as far as
afflictions are concerned.

We believe that if the believer leaves the affair to Allah Almighty,
turns to Him, and says "We belong to Allah, and to Him we will
return" upon the occurrence of a disaster, he will gain three good
things: blessings from Allah upon him, and mercy, and following the
path of guidance.
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Chapter on the Obligation of Believing in
Predestination
We believe in divine predestination and decree. Allah Almighty

had already known all that would happen. So, He wrote, willed,
created, and accurately determined it.

We know with certainty that belief in divine predestination and
decree is the sixth among the pillars of faith. Allah Almighty says:
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{INDEED, WE HAVE CREATED EVERYTHING ACCORDING TO A DETERMINED
MEASURE.} [SURAT AL-QAMAR: 49] He, Glorified be He, also says:
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{AND ALLAH’S COMMAND IS A DECREE FIRMLY DETERMINED.} [SURAT AL-AHZAB:
38] And He, Exalted be He, says:
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{HE HAS CREATED EVERYTHING AND MEASURED IT PRECISELY.} [SURAT AL-
FURQAN: 2] In another verse, Allah Almighty says:
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{THE MESSENGER BELIEVES IN WHAT HAS BEEN SENT DOWN TO HIM FROM HIS
LORD, AS DO THE BELIEVERS. ALL OF THEM BELIEVE IN ALLAH, HIS ANGELS, AND HIs

BooKS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 285] Belief in predestination is part of the
belief in Allah Almighty, because predestination is part of His



knowledge, determination, and management. Allah Almighty also
says:

Ay
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{IT 1s HE WHO GIVES LIFE AND CAUSES DEATH. WHEN HE DECREES A MATTER,
HE ONLY SAYS TO IT, 'BE," AND IT IS.} [SURAT GHAFIR: 68] He Almighty also
says:
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{HE ALONE HAS THE KEYS OF THE UNSEEN; NO ONE KNOWS THEM EXCEPT HIMm.
HE KNOWS WHAT IS IN THE LAND AND SEA. NOT A LEAF FALLS WITHOUT His
KNOWLEDGE, NOR A GRAIN IN THE DARKNESS OF THE EARTH, NOR ANYTHING MOIST
OR DRY, BUT IS [WRITTEN] IN A CLEAR RECORD.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 59] In a
Hadith reported by Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him),
Jibril (peace be upon him) said: "Tell me about faith." He (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "To believe in Allah,
His angels, His books, His messengers, the Last Day, and to believe in
destiny, the pleasant and unpleasant aspects thereof." He said: "You
have spoken the truth." [Narrated by Muslim (8), Abu Dawid
(4695), At-Tirmidhi (2610), An-Nasa’i (4990), and lbn Majah (63)]
Muslims unanimously agree that belief in predestination is one of
the pillars of faith. Al-Hafizh Abu al-Qasim al-Lalaka’i said: "If there
were prevailing and widespread consensus in the world over
anything, it would be on this issue (i.e. predestination). Whoever
contradicts it is a stubborn opponent, who is subject to the
following warning by falling under the verse that says:
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{BUT WHOEVER OPPOSES THE MIESSENGER AFTER GUIDANCE HAS BECOME CLEAR
TO HIM, AND FOLLOWS OTHER THAN THE WAY OF THE BELIEVERS, WE WILL LEAVE
HIM TO WHAT HE HAS CHOSEN, AND BURN HIM IN HELL. WHAT A TERRIBLE
DESTINATION!"} [SURAT AN-NIsA’: 115] [Sharh Usal I'tigad Ahl As-Sunnah
Wa Al-Jama‘ah (4/726)] ‘Amr ibn Shu‘ayb related from his father
that his grandfather reported: A group of people were sitting at the
Prophet's door. Some of them said: "Does Allah not say such and
such?" Some others said: "Does Allah not say such and such?" The
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) heard that
and he came out as if pomegranate seeds had burst into his face
(because of anger). He said: "Have you been commanded to do this?
- Or have you been created for this purpose? - You are using one
part of the Qur’an against another part, and this is what led to the
doom of the nations who came before you. You have nothing to do
with what is here. See what you have been commanded therein and
do it, and what you have been forbidden, refrain from it." [Narrated
by Ibn Majah (85), Ahmad (6845), and this is his version, Al-Harith
ibn Abi Usamah in Al-Musnad and in Bughyat Al-Bahith (735), and
Ibn Abi ‘Asim in As-Sunnah (406)] ‘Abdul-Malik - i.e. lbn Jurayj -
related that ‘Ata’ ibn Abi Rabah reported: | went to Ibn ‘Abbas while
he was drawing water from the well of Zamzam and the ends of his
clothes became wet, and | said to him: "Some people speak about
predestination (denying it)." He said: "Have they really done it?" |
replied in the affirmative. He said: "By Allah, this verse was revealed
in connection to none but them:
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{TASTE THE AGONY OF HELL! INDEED, WE HAVE CREATED EVERYTHING
ACCORDING TO A DETERMINED MEASURE} [SURAT AL-QAMAR: 48-49]. Do not
visit the sick among them nor offer the funeral prayer for their dead
ones. If you showed me one of them, | would definitely gouge out
his eye." [Sharh Usdal I‘tigad Ahl As-Sunnah Wa Al-Jama‘ah (3/597)]
‘Ubadah ibn as-Samit (May Allah be pleased with him) said to his
son: "O son, you will not find the taste of the reality of faith until
you know that whatever befalls you would not have missed you,
and whatever misses you would not have befallen you. | heard the
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
say: 'The first thing Allah created was the Pen, and He said to it:
'Write." It said: 'Lord, what should | write?' He said: 'Write the
destinies of everything until the coming of the Hour." O son, | heard
the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) say: 'Whoever dies upon something other than this does not
belong to me." [Narrated by Abu Dawid in Sunan (4700) and lbn
Abi ‘Asim in As-Sunnah (1/51)] Yahya ibn Ya‘mur reported: The first
man who discussed predestination in Basra was Ma‘bad al-Juhani. |
along with Humayd ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman al-Himyari set out for Hajj or
‘Umrah. We said: "Should it so happen that we come into contact
with one of the Prophet's Companions, we will ask him about what
those people say about predestination." Accidentally, we came
across ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, while he was entering the
mosque. My companion and | surrounded him, one of us on his right
and the other on his left. | expected that my companion would
authorize me to speak. | therefore said: "Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman, there
have appeared some people in our land who recite the Qur'an and
pursue knowledge." After talking about their affairs, | added: "They
claim that there is no such thing as predestination, and that events
are not predestined." He said: "If you happen to meet such people,
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tell them that | have nothing to do with them and they have nothing
to do with me. By the One by Whom ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar swears, if
anyone of them had with him gold equal to Uhud and spent it (in
charity), Allah would not accept it unless he believed in
predestination." [Narrated by Muslim in the introduction of his
Sahth (8) and Al-Ajurri in Ash-Shari‘ah (2/851)] Abu Harln al-Abali -
one of the companions of Sahl ibn ‘Abdullah, and he was a righteous
man who used to recite the Qur'an to us in the grand mosque,
reported: Sahl ibn ‘Abdullah was asked about predestination, and he
said: "Belief in predestination is an obligation, denying it is a
disbelief, engaging in idle talk about it is a religious innovation, and
keeping silent about it is Sunnah." [Sharh Usal I'tigad Ahl As-Sunnah
Wa Al-Jama‘ah (4/786)] Al-Hasan al-Basri said: "The Pen dried up,
the decree was determined, and predestination was accomplished
by executing the book, believing the messengers, giving bliss to
those who act rightly and fear Allah and misery to those who
transgress and do wrong, and by granting Allah's protection to the
believers and His disavowal to the polytheists." [Ash-Shari‘ah for Al-
Ajurri (2/881] Ibn Battah al-‘Akburi said: "This is followed by belief in
predestination, with its pleasant and unpleasant aspects and its
sweetness and bitterness. It is wholly determined by Allah, the
Exalted, for His servants, and it happens exactly at the time He wills,
without advancement or delay, according to His foreknowledge.
And the belief that whatever befell a person would not have missed
him and whatever missed a person would not have befallen him,
and whatever happened earlier would not have come later, and
whatever happened later would not have come earlier. Belief in this
is a necessary duty and obligation imposed by Allah Almighty upon
His servants. Whoever opposes this, departs from it, or casts doubt
on it and does not affirm predestination for Allah Almighty and
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attribute it to Him, or attribute the will to Him is the first step to
infidelity (disbelief)." [Ash-Sharh Wa Al-lbanah ‘Ala Ustl As-Sunnah
Wa Ad-Diyanah, by Ibn Battah (213-216)]
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Chapter on What is Entailed by Belief in
Predestination

We believe that belief in predestination includes belief in Allah's
comprehensive and all-inclusive knowledge and that He, Exalted be
He, knows what is in the heavens and on earth. Our Lord says:
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{DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT ALLAH KNOWS ALL THAT IS IN THE HEAVEN AND ON
EARTH? THAT IS ALL [WRITTEN] IN A RECORD. THIS IS INDEED EASY FOR ALLAH.}
[SURAT AL-HA: 70] And that Allah Almighty encompasses all things in
His knowledge. He, Glorified be He, says:
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{ALLAH 1s THE ONE WHO HAS CREATED SEVEN HEAVENS, AND LIKEWISE FOR THE
EARTH. THE COMMAND DESCENDS BETWEEN THEM SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW THAT
ALLAH 1S MOST CAPABLE OF ALL THINGS, AND THAT ALLAH HAS ENCOMPASSED
EVERYTHING IN KNOWLEDGE.} [SURAT AT-TALAQ: 12] And that His
knowledge encompasses all things, great and small. Allah, the
Exalted, says:
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{HE ALONE HAS THE KEYS OF THE UNSEEN; NO ONE KNOWS THEM EXCEPT HIMm.
HE KNOWS WHAT IS IN THE LAND AND SEA. NOT A LEAF FALLS WITHOUT His

- \\" /A
>

= 424

~L
N/ Ny

7
-~
<=
N\~



KNOWLEDGE, NOR A GRAIN IN THE DARKNESS OF THE EARTH, NOR ANYTHING MOIST
OR DRY, BUT IS [WRITTEN] IN A CLEAR RECORD.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 59]
Commenting on this verse, lbn Jarir (May Allah have mercy upon
him) said: "There is nothing that exists or that will exist except that
it is recorded on the Preserved Tablet, with all details, like its form,
number, amount, the time it will come into existence, and how it
will come to an end. His word 'clear’ means that it shows the
veracity of the information contained therein in the way it was
identified." [Tafsir At-Tabari (11/403)] Allah Almighty says:
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{HE KNOWS WHATEVER GOES INTO THE EARTH AND WHATEVER COMES OUT OF
IT, AND WHATEVER DESCENDS FROM THE HEAVEN AND WHATEVER ASCENDS TO IT,
AND HE IS THE MOST MERCIFUL, ALL-FORGIVING. THOSE WHO DISBELIEVE SAY:
"THE HOUR WILL NOT COME TO US." SAY: "YES, BY MY LORD, IT WILL SURELY
COME TO YOU." [HE 1s] THE KNOWER OF THE UNSEEN; NOT EVEN AN ATOM'’S
WEIGHT IS HIDDEN FROM HIM IN THE HEAVENS OR ON EARTH, NOR IS THERE
ANYTHING SMALLER OR BIGGER THAN THAT, EXCEPT THAT IT IS IN A CLEAR RECORD.}
[SURAT SABA”: 2-3] ‘Imran ibn Husayn (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported: While | was with the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him), some people from Banu Tamim came to
him. The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "O Banu Tamim, accept the good news!" They said: "You have
given us the good news; now give us (something)." (After a while)
some people of Yemen entered, and he said to them: "O the people
of Yemen, accept the good news, as Banu Tamim have refused it."



They said: "We accept it! We have come to you to learn the religion.
So, we ask you about what the beginning of this matter was." The
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "There
was Allah and nothing else before Him, and His Throne was above
water, and He then created the heavens and the earth and wrote
everything in the Book." Then, a man came to me and said: "O
‘Imran, go and catch your she-camel, for it has run away!" | set out
seeking it, and behold, it was beyond the mirage! By Allah, | wished
that it had gone, and | had not left (the gathering)." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (7418) and At-Tirmidhi (3951)] Allah Almighty knows
everything about the past, the present, and the future. He also
knows what would not happen and how it would be if He wanted it
to happen. For example, He Almighty states that if the hypocrites
had gone forth along with the believers, they would have only
increased them in disorder - and they were yet to go forth:
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{IF THEY HAD GONE FORTH WITH YOU, THEY WOULD HAVE ONLY INCREASED YOU
IN DISORDER, AND WOULD HAVE SCURRIED AROUND, SOWING DISCORD AMONG
YOU, AND SOME OF YOU WOULD HAVE LISTENED TO THEM. AND ALLAH IS ALL-
KNOWING OF THE WRONGDOERS.} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 47] About the
denizens of Hellfire, Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{IF YOU COULD ONLY SEE WHEN THEY WILL BE MADE TO STAND BEFORE THE FIRE,
THEY WILL SAY: "IF ONLY WE WERE SENT BACK, WE WOULD NOT REJECT THE VERSES
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OF OUR LORD, AND WE WOULD BE AMONG THE BELIEVERS." BUT THAT WHICH THEY
USED TO CONCEAL BEFORE WILL BECOME APPARENT TO THEM. AND EVEN IF THEY
WERE SENT BACK, THEY WOULD SURELY RETURN TO WHAT THEY WERE FORBIDDEN,
FOR THEY ARE INDEED LIARS.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 27-28] So, He Almighty
mentions that if they were sent back, they would surely return to
their disbelief, whereas they had not yet been made to stand before
the Fire. Our Lord says:

O die &0 ¥ Sl e e&uuw)}&gdai:ud\Mh\J 1558 Guall Qa3

[3 :lon] ot 58 8 ) RT3 S8 (e Sl 5 3T 4 95 pdl 55

{THOSE WHO DISBELIEVE SAY: "THE HOUR WILL NOT COME TO US." SAY: "YES,
BY MY LORD, IT WILL SURELY COME TO YOU." [HE IS] THE KNOWER OF THE UNSEEN;
NOT EVEN AN ATOM’S WEIGHT IS HIDDEN FROM HIM IN THE HEAVENS OR ON
EARTH, NOR IS THERE ANYTHING SMALLER OR BIGGER THAN THAT, EXCEPT THAT IT IS
IN A CLEAR RECORD.} [SURAT SABA”: 3] We believe that Allah Almighty has
written all that exists and happens in a Preserved Book. He, Exalted
be He, says:
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{NOTHING IS HIDDEN FROM YOUR LORD, NOT EVEN AN ATOM’S WEIGHT ON
EARTH NOR IN HEAVEN, NOR ANYTHING SMALLER OR GREATER THAN THAT, EXCEPT
THAT IT IS [WRITTEN] IN A CLEAR RECORD.} [SURAT YUNUS: 61] Allah Almighty
also says:
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{DO YOU NOT KNOW THAT ALLAH KNOWS ALL THAT IS IN THE HEAVEN AND ON
EARTH? THAT IS ALL [WRITTEN] IN A RECORD. THIS IS INDEED EASY FOR ALLAH.}
[SURAT AL-HAJJ: 70] In another verse, He Almighty says:
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{NO CALAMITY BEFALLS THE EARTH OR YOURSELVES, BUT IT IS ALREADY WRITTEN
IN A RECORD BEFORE WE BRING IT INTO EXISTENCE. THAT IS INDEED EASY FOR
ALLAH.} [SURAT AL-HADID: 22] ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As (May Allah
be pleased with him) reported: | heard the Messenger of Allah (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) say: "Allah decreed the
destinies of the creatures fifty thousand years before He created the
heavens and the earth, when His Throne was upon the water."
[Narrated by Muslim (2653) and At-Tirmidhi (2156)] The Prophet
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) also said: "The first
thing Allah created was the Pen. He said to it: 'Write."' It asked:
'What should | write?' He said: 'Write the destiny of whatever
happened and whatever will happen until eternity." [Narrated by
Abu Dawud (4700), At-Tirmidhi (2155, 3319), At-Tayalesi (578),
Ahmad (22705, 22707), and Ibn Abi ‘Asim in As-Sunnah (115)] Abu
Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "When Allah
completed the creation, He wrote a book (wherein He has written):
'My mercy overcame - or preceded - My anger'. It is with Him over
the Throne." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7553), Muslim (2751), At-
Tirmidhi (3543), and lbn Majah (189)] We believe that Allah
Almighty writes whatever He wishes and erases or affirms whatever
He wishes, and with Him is the Master Book. He, Exalted be He,
says:
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{ALLAH ELIMINATES WHAT HE WILLS OR AFFIRMS IT, AND WITH HIM IS THE
MASTER BOOK.} [SURAT AR-RAD: 39] We believe that nothing happens
except according to Allah's predestination and decree and nothing
can be averted except as He predestined and decreed. All He
predestined will surely happen, and what He did not predestine,
none could make it happen. All creation cannot do anything not
predestined by our Lord or avert something predestined by Him,
Exalted be He. Whatever misses a person would not have befallen
him and whatever befalls him would not have missed him. ‘Abdullah
ibn ‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: As | was riding
behind the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
one day, he said: "O boy, | will teach you some words: Preserve
Allah and He will preserve you. Preserve Allah and you will find Him
at your side. If you ask, ask of Allah, and if you seek help, seek it
from Allah. Know that if the Ummah gathered together to benefit
you, they would not be able to benefit you except with something
Allah had written for you; and if they gathered together to harm
you, they would not be able to harm you except with something
Allah had written for you. The pens were lifted, and the scrolls went
dry." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (2516), Ibn Wahb in Al-Qadar (28),
Ahmad (2669), and ‘Abd ibn Humayd (636)] We believe that
whatever Allah wills happens and whatever He does not will does
not happen, and that His will is absolute. Allah Almighty says:
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{YOUR LORD CREATES AND CHOOSES WHAT HE WILLS; THEY HAVE NO CHOICE.
GLORIFIED IS ALLAH AND EXALTED IS HE FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASSOCIATE WITH
Him.} [SURAT AL-QasAs: 68] Allah Almighty also says:
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{BUT YOU CANNOT WISH EXCEPT BY THE WILL OF ALLAH, THE LORD OF THE
WORLDS.} [SURAT AT-TAKWIR: 29] His ability is overpowering. Our Lord
says:
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{ALLAH IS NOT SUCH THAT SOMETHING CAN ESCAPE HIM IN THE HEAVENS OR ON
EARTH. HE IS INDEED ALL-KNOWING, MOST CAPABLE.} [SURAT FATIR: 44] He
Almighty also says:
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{IF ALLAH HAD WILLED, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE DONE SO. SO, LEAVE THEM TO
THEIR FABRICATIONS.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 112] Nothing happens in His
dominion except according to His will. He Almighty says:
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{IF ALLAH HAD WILLED, THOSE WHO CAME AFTER THEM WOULD NOT HAVE
FOUGHT ONE ANOTHER AFTER RECEIVING CLEAR SIGNS. BUT THEY DIFFERED — SOME
BELIEVED AND SOME DISBELIEVED. IF ALLAH HAD WILLED, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE
FOUGHT ONE ANOTHER, BUT ALLAH DOES WHAT HE WILLS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH:



253] We believe that people have wills, and in reality, they are
subject to Allah's will. Allah Almighty says:

{BUT YOU CANNOT WILL UNLESS ALLAH WILLS. INDEED, ALLAH IS ALL-KNOWING,
ALL-WISE.} [SURAT AL-INSAN: 30] Allah Almighty also says:
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{FOR THOSE AMONG YOU WHO WISH TO TAKE THE STRAIGHT PATH. BUT You

CANNOT WISH EXCEPT BY THE WILL OF ALLAH, THE LORD OF THE WORLDS. } [SURAT
AT-TAKWIR: 28-29] And He Almighty says:
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{INDEED, THIS IS A REMINDER; SO, LET ANYONE WHO WILLS TAKE A WAY TO HIS
LORD.} [SURAT AL-INSAN: 29] In another verse, He Almighty says:
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{THAT DAY IS SURE TO COME. SO, WHOEVER WILLS MAY SEEK A PATH LEADING TO
HIS LORD.} [SURAT AN-NABA’: 39] We believe that Allah Almighty guides
whomever He wills by His grace and abandons whomever He wills
by His justice. He is not questioned about what He does, but we are
guestioned. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{THOSE WHO REJECT OUR VERSES ARE DEAF AND DUMB IN THE DEPTHS OF
DARKNESS. WHOMEVER ALLAH WILLS, HE CAUSES TO STRAY AND WHOMEVER HE



WILLS, HE LEADS TO A STRAIGHT PATH.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 39] And He
Almighty says:
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{WHOEVER ALLAH WILLS TO GUIDE, HE OPENS HIS HEART TO ISLAM; AND
WHOEVER HE WILLS TO LEAD ASTRAY, HE MAKES HIS HEART TIGHT AND
CONSTRICTED, AS IF HE WERE CLIMBING UP INTO THE SKY.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM:
125] He, Glorified be He, also says:
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{IF WE HAD WILLED, WE COULD HAVE GIVEN EVERY SOUL ITS GUIDANCE, BUT MY
WORD WILL BE FULFILLED: "l WILL CERTAINLY FILL UP HELL WITH JINN AND MEN ALL
TOGETHER."} [SURAT AS-SAIDAH: 13] Abu Bakr al-Maruzi related: | heard
Abu ‘Abdullah - i.e. Ahmad ibn Hanbal - say: "They asked ‘Abdur-
Rahman ibn Mahdi about predestination and he said: 'Good and evil
are predestined." [Al-lbanah Al-Kubra by lbn Battah (4/261)] Abu
Bakr ibn Abi ‘Asim said: "You asked about the Sunnah, as to what it
is. The Sunnah is a term that comprises numerous meanings related
to the rulings and other things. The things agreed by the scholars to
be part of the Sunnah include the following: the affirmation of
predestination; the ability for doing some act should exist at the
time of doing it; the belief in predestination along with its pleasant
and unpleasant aspects; any good deed a person performs is due to
Allah's help and any sin he commits is caused by his previous
abandonment of Allah and by Allah; the blissful are those for whom
bliss is already predestined and the miserable are those for whom
misery is already predestined; nothing goes beyond the will of Allah
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Almighty; and all deeds of people, good and bad, are acts on their
part, yet they are predestined by the Creator." [As-Sunnah by lbn
Abi ‘Asim (2/645)] We believe that Allah Almighty loves virtuous
deeds and the doers of good. He, Glorified be He, says:
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{BUT ALLAH HAS ENDEARED FAITH TO YOU AND MADE IT PLEASING TO YOUR
HEARTS, AND HAS MADE DISBELIEF, WICKEDNESS, AND DISOBEDIENCE HATEFUL TO
YOU. SUCH ARE THE RIGHTLY GUIDED.} [SURAT AL-HUJURAT: 7] He Almighty
also says:
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{THOSE WHO OBEY ALLAH AND THE MESSENGER WILL BE WITH THOSE WHOM
ALLAH HAS BLESSED: THE PROPHETS, THE PEOPLE OF TRUTH, THE MARTYRS, AND
THE RIGHTEOUS. WHAT EXCELLENT COMPANIONS THEY ARE!} [SURAT AN-NISA’:
69] And He, Exalted be He, says:
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{AND DO GOOD, FOR ALLAH LOVES THOSE WHO DO GOOD.} [SURAT AL-
BAQARAH: 195] In another verse, Allah Almighty says:
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{ALLAH LOVES THOSE WHO FREQUENTLY REPENT AND HE LOVES THOSE WHO
PURIFY THEMSELVES.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 222] And the Prophet (May
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Indeed, Allah likes
sneezing and dislikes yawning." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6223),
Muslim (2994), Abu Dawidd (5028), At-Tirmidhi (2746), and lbn
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Majah (968)] Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon him) said: “If Allah loves a servant, He calls upon Jibril and
says: ‘Verily, Allah loves so-and-so; so love him.”" [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (6040), Muslim (2637), and At-Tirmidhi (3161)] We believe
that Allah Almighty dislikes wickedness and the wicked. He, Glorified
be He, says:
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{O YOU WHO BELIEVE, LET NOT SOME MEN RIDICULE OTHERS, FOR IT MAY BE
THAT THEY ARE BETTER THAN THEM; NOR LET SOME WOMEN RIDICULE OTHERS, FOR
IT MAY BE THAT THEY ARE BETTER THAN THEM. DO NOT SPEAK ILL OF ONE
ANOTHER, NOR CALL ONE ANOTHER BY [OFFENSIVE] NICKNAMES. HOW EVIL IS THE
NAME OF WICKEDNESS AFTER HAVING FAITH! AND WHOEVER DOES NOT REPENT, IT
IS THEY WHO ARE THE WRONGDOERS. } [SURAT AL-HUJURAT: 11] Allah Almighty
also says:
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{FOR ALLAH DOES NOT LIKE TRANSGRESSORS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 190] And
He Almighty says:
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{ALLAH DOES NOT LIKE CORRUPTION.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 205] ‘Uthman
al-Batti related: | visited Ibn Sirin, and he said to me: "What do
people say about predestination?" | do not know how | replied to
him. Thereupon, he lifted something off the ground and said: "I
would not add anything to what | am going to say like this." [Ash-
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Shari‘ah by Al-Ajiri (2/887)] "Indeed, if Allah intends good for
someone, He enables him to engage in things pleasing and dear to
Him; but if He intends otherwise for him, He establishes the
argument against him and then punishes him - not wrongfully." [Al-
Qadar by Al-Faryabi (263)] We believe that Allah Almighty does not
enjoin immoral or shameful acts and does not approve of disbelief
for His servants. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{ALLAH NEVER ENJOINS SHAMEFUL ACTS.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 28] He Almighty
also says:
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{HE DOES NOT APPROVE OF DISBELIEF FOR HIS SLAVES. IF YOU ARE GRATEFUL, HE
APPROVES THAT FOR YOU.} [SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 7] We believe that Allah
Almighty is the Creator of everything. He, Glorified be He, says:
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{ALLAH 1S THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, AND HE IS THE MAINTAINER OF
EVERYTHING.} [SURAT Az-ZUMAR: 62] And that He created people and
created their actions. Allah, the Exalted, says:

[96 :cilall] 471 sl L s 268 &l 5

{ALLAH WHO CREATED YOU AND ALL WHAT YOU DO?} [SURAT AS-SAFFAT: 96]
And that He has no partner in the creation just as He has no partner
in the dominion. Allah Almighty says:
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{HE TO WHOM BELONGS THE DOMINION OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, WHO
HAS NEVER BEGOTTEN A SON, AND HAS NO PARTNER IN HIS DOMINION. HE HAS
CREATED EVERYTHING AND MEASURED IT PRECISELY.} [SURAT AL-FURQAN: 2] As
an argument to His servants, He states that He alone is the Creator.
He Almighty says:
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{Ir 1s WE WHO CREATED YOU; WILL YOU NOT THEN BELIEVE [IN THE
RESURRECTION]? HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT THE SEMEN THAT YOU EMIT? IS IT
YOU WHO CREATE IT, OR IS IT WE WHO ARE THE CREATORS?} [SURAT AL-
WAQI‘AH: 57-59] Besides being proof of the Resurrection, it also
proves that Allah Almighty is the sole Creator.

Chapter: There is no contradiction between
the command, the Shariah, the creation,
and the mind

We believe that there is no contradiction between the Shariah,
the command, and the creation. To Allah Almighty belong the
creation and the command. As He does whatever He wills and is not
guestioned about that, He commands, and no one can reverse His
command and judgment. He, Glorified be He, says:
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{YOUR LORD Is ALLAH, WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH IN SIX DAYS,
AND THEN ROSE OVER THE THRONE. HE MAKES THE NIGHT AND DAY OVERLAP IN
RAPID SUCCESSION. HE MADE THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE STARS — ALL
SUBSERVIENT TO HIS COMMAND. BEHOLD, HIS IS THE CREATION AND THE
COMMAND. BLESSED IS ALLAH, LORD OF THE WORLDS.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 54]
We believe that Allah, the Exalted, had determined the destiny of all
creatures fifty thousand years before He created the heavens and
the earth. Nonetheless, He commanded people to obey Him and
obey His messengers and prophets and forbade them from
disobeying Him or disobeying His messengers and prophets. Allah,
Blessed and Glorified be He, says:
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{IF ALLAH AFFLICTS YOU WITH HARM, NO ONE CAN REMOVE IT EXCEPT HIM; IF HE
WANTS GOOD FOR YOU, NONE CAN WITHHOLD HIS BOUNTY. HE GRANTS IT TO
WHOM HE WiLLS OF HIS SLAVES, AND HE IS THE ALL-FORGIVING, THE MOST
MERCIFUL. SAY: "O PEOPLE, THE TRUTH HAS COME TO YOU FROM YOUR LORD. SO,
WHOEVER ACCEPTS GUIDANCE, IT IS ONLY FOR HIS OWN GOOD; AND WHOEVER
GOES ASTRAY, IT IS ONLY FOR HIS OWN LOSS. | AM NOT A KEEPER OVER YOU."
FOLLOW WHAT IS REVEALED TO YOU, AND BE PATIENT UNTIL ALLAH PASSES HIS
JUDGMENT, FOR HE IS THE BEST OF JUDGES.} [SURAT YONUS: 107-109] In
these verses, Allah Almighty informs about His predestination along
with the command to follow His revelation and injunctions. He,
Exalted be He, also says:
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{FoLLow [O PROPHET] WHAT IS REVEALED TO YOU FROM YOUR LORD — NO ONE
HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM — AND TURN AWAY FROM THOSE
WHO ASSOCIATE PARTNERS WITH ALLAH. IF ALLAH HAD WILLED, THEY WOULD NOT
HAVE ASSOCIATED PARTNERS WITH HIM. WE HAVE NOT MADE YOU A KEEPER OVER
THEM, NOR ARE YOU, THEIR TRUSTEE.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 106-107] Our Lord
points out that it is our duty to follow guidance, and that He guides
whomever He wills by His grace, and He misguides whomever He
wills by His justice. Allah, Glorified be He, says:

&ﬁjéi;é;jg;ﬁ\ VYA Qﬁﬁ;;gj\js‘ﬁﬁa;jiﬁ O Jaal ot oL 3y

Ge e i &5 ) ) ﬂum\wu\JM\m*u)mydUms@%@;

Ji5 VY« Gmnadall (s R0 5 Ak 5a5 Sallomn 8 dlela s 83158 <y & e QLT G
.»U\YY u})la_\_\.al_\\\})b_\.\\}\Y\ujlmb\gih&é;|ﬁ\u}uyyugﬁ
e dmdwuj:ﬁg Rigipsaielaal Vi e yiadlly (Vi el e
[123-118 :254] o%\ Y Y‘u,s,u_.

{IF YOUR LORD HAD WILLED, HE COULD HAVE MADE MANKIND A SINGLE
COMMUNITY, BUT THEY WILL NOT CEASE TO DIFFER, EXCEPT THOSE WHOM ALLAH
HAS GIVEN MERCY, AND FOR THIS HE CREATED THEM, AND THE WORD OF YOUR
LORD WILL BE FULFILLED: "l WILL CERTAINLY FILL HELL WITH JINN AND HUMANS ALL
TOGETHER." WE RELATE TO YOU [O PROPHET] THE STORIES OF THE MESSENGERS
TO STRENGTHEN YOUR HEART. AND THERE HAS COME TO YOU IN THIS THE TRUTH,
AN ADMONITION, AND A REMINDER TO THE BELIEVERS. SAY TO THOSE WHO DO NOT
BELIEVE: "CARRY ON IN YOUR WAYS; WE ARE ACTING (IN OUR WAY). AND WAIT; WE
TOO ARE WAITING." TO ALLAH BELONGS THE UNSEEN OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH,
AND TO HIM WILL RETURN ALL MATTERS. SO, WORSHIP HIM AND PUT YOUR TRUST
IN HIM, FOR YOUR LORD IS NOT UNAWARE OF WHAT YOU DO.} [SURAT HUD: 118-



123] In these verses as well, Allah Almighty mentions His general
will and His threat to the disobedient ones, along with His command
to His believing servants to worship and rely upon Him. Combining
belief in divine predestination and acting upon the Shariah are
possible and within people's reach. Hence, Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{ALLAH DOES NOT CHARGE ANY SOUL MORE THAN WHAT IT CAN BEAR.} [SURAT
AL-BAQARAH: 286] Allah Almighty also says:
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{WE DO NOT BURDEN A SOUL MORE THAN WHAT IT CAN BEAR.} [SURAT AL-
MU’MINON: 62] Our Lord commanded us to display patience over the
painful things He had predestined for us. He, Glorified be He, says:
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{WE WILL SURELY TEST YOU WITH SOMETHING OF FEAR AND FAMINE, AND LOSS
OF PROPERTY, LIVES, AND FRUITS. BUT GIVE GLAD TIDINGS TO THOSE WHO ARE
PATIENT.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 155] He Almighty also says:
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{THOSE WHO OBSERVE PATIENCE WILL BE GIVEN THEIR REWARD WITHOUT
MEASURE.} [SURAT Az-ZUMAR: 10] And the Prophet (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) said: "The most afflicted among people
are the prophets, then those next to them, then those next to them,
then those next to them." [Narrated by Is'haq ibn Rahwayh (2413),
Ahmad in Al-Musnad (27079), Ibn Abi Ad-Dunya in Al-Marad Wa Al-
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Kaffarat (6), and An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra (7440)] In another Hadith,
Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that the
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Afflictions continue to befall a believing man or woman,
children, and property until he meets Allah free from sins."
[Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (7859), Ibn Abi Shaybah (10916), Ahmad in
Al-Musnad (7859), and Hannad ibn as-Sirri in Az-Zuhd (402)] ‘Ali
(may Allah be pleased with him) reported: We were attending a
funeral procession in Baqi’ al-Gharqad. The Prophet (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) came to us and sat, and we sat
around him. He had a small stick in his hand. He bent his head and
started scraping the ground with it. He then said: "There is none
among you, and not a created soul, but he has place either in
Paradise or in Hellfire assigned for him, and it is also determined for
him whether he will be among the blissful or the miserable." A man
said: "O Messenger of Allah, should we not depend on what has
been written for us and leave the deeds as whoever amongst us is
blissful will do the deeds of a blissful person and whoever amongst
is miserable will do the deeds of a miserable person?" The Prophet
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Good deeds
are made easy for the blissful, and bad deeds are made easy for the
miserable." Then, he recited the verses:
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{As FOR THE ONE WHO GIVES IN CHARITY AND FEARS ALLAH, AND GENUINELY
BELIEVES IN THE BEST REWARD.} [SURAT AL-LAYL: 5-6] [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (1362), Muslim (2647), Abu Dawud (4694), and At-Tirmidhi
(3344)] ‘Imran ibn Husayn (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported: A man said: "O Messenger of Allah, are the people of
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Paradise recognized from the people of Hellfire?" He replied: 'Yes.'
He further asked: "Why should people do good deeds then?" The
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"Everyone does what he was created for - or what has been made
easy for him." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6596), Muslim (2649), and
Abu Dawid (4709)] Jabir (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
Suraqgah ibn Malik ibn Ju‘shum came and said: "O Messenger of
Allah, explain our religion to us as if we have been created just now.
What are our deeds today for? Are they for things about which the
pens have dried and the destinies have been determined, or about
something in the future?" He replied: "No, they are for things about
which the pens have dried, and the destinies have been
determined." He said: "Why should there be deeds then?" Zuhayr
said: "Then, Abu az-Zubayr said words which | could not understand.
So, | asked about what he said, and he replied: "Do deeds, for
everyone has been enabled." [Narrated by Muslim (2648)] Sahl as-
Sa‘idi (Mmay Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger
of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "A
person may do deeds that seem to people as the deeds of the
dwellers of Paradise while in fact, he is from the dwellers of Hellfire;
and a person may do deeds that seem to people as the deeds of the
dwellers of Hellfire while in fact, he is from the dwellers of Paradise.
Verily, the deeds depend on how they end." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(6493) and Muslim (112)] Speaking about Allah Almighty, Imam Al-
Ajurri said: "He likes obedience from His servants and commanded
it. It happened by those who obey Him through His guidance to
them. Also, He forbade sins and willed them to exist, without liking
them or commanding them. Far exalted be Allah above enjoining or
liking immorality. So Glorified be He that nothing can happen in His
dominion without His will or without His prior knowledge. He had
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known what His servants would do before He created them and
after He created them, and before they did it, according to His
predestination and decree. The Pen had written in the Preserved
Tablet, at Allah's command, what people, pious and wicked, would
do. Nonetheless, He commends those of His servants who obey
Him, attributes their deeds to them, and promises them a great
reward for those deeds, though if it were not for His help to them,
they would not have done those deeds or become entitled to this
reward from Him.
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{THAT IS THE BOUNTY OF ALLAH WHICH HE GIVES TO WHOM HE WILLS, FOR
ALLAH IS THE LORD OF GREAT BOUNTY} [SURAT AL-HADID: 21]. Likewise, He
dispraises those who commit sins, threatens them with punishment
for doing them, and attributes the deeds to them, which have
happened according to divine predestination. He misguides
whomever He wills and guides whomever He wills." [Ash-Shari‘ah by
Al-Ajurri (2/702)] We believe that as there is no contradiction
between the creation, the command, and the Shariah. There is also
no contradiction between the Shariah, the command, and reason.
Everything commanded or prohibited by Allah Almighty or His
Messenger (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) or
predestined or stated by Allah, the Exalted, does not run counter to
reason. On the contrary, it is quite reasonable and perfectly wise.
Allah, the All-Wise and All-Knowing Lord, says:
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{THIS IS PART OF THE WISDOM THAT YOUR LORD HAS REVEALED TO YOU [O
PROPHET]. DO NOT SET UP ANY OTHER GOD WITH ALLAH, OR YOU WILL BE
THROWN INTO HELL, BLAMEWORTHY AND REJECTED.} [SURAT AL-ISRA’: 39] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{WHICH CONTAIN EXTENSIVE WISDOM, BUT THE WARNINGS ARE OF NO AVAIL.}
[SURAT AL-QAMAR: 5] And He, Exalted be He, says:
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{AND ALLAH HAS REVEALED TO YOU THE BOOK AND WISDOM.} [SURAT AN-
NisA’: 113] With it, the argument is established against humankind.
Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{SAy: "ALLAH ALONE HAS THE MOST CONCLUSIVE ARGUMENT. IF HE HAD
WILLED, HE COULD HAVE GUIDED YOU ALL."} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 149] This
Shariah, the command, and predestination are at the pinnacle of
excellence. Nothing is more excellent than them. Allah Almighty
says:
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{DO THEY SEEK THE JUDGMENT OF THE TIMES OF IGNORANCE? WHO COULD BE
BETTER THAN ALLAH IN JUDGMENT FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE CERTAIN IN FAITH?}
[SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 50] Ad-Daylami related: | went to Ubayy ibn Ka‘b
and said to him: "I am confused about divine predestination. So, tell
me something by means of which Allah may remove the confusion
from my mind." He replied: "Were Allah to punish everyone in the
heavens and on earth, He would do so without being unjust to



them, and were He to show mercy to them, His mercy would be
much better to them than their actions. And were you to spend in
support of Allah’s cause an amount of gold equivalent to Uhud,
Allah would not accept it from you until you believed in the divine
predestination and knew that what befell you could not have missed
you and what missed you could not have befallen you. Were you to
die believing other than this, you would enter Hellfire." | then went
to ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ld, and he said something similar to that.
Then, | went to Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman, and he said something like
that. Then, | went to Zayd ibn Thabit, who related to me something
similar to that from the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him). [Narrated by Abu Dawud (4699), Ibn Majah (77), Ahmad
(21589), ‘Abd ibn Humayd (247), Al-Faryabi in Al-Qadar (190), and
Sharh Usdl I‘tigad Ahl As-Sunnah Wa Al-Jama‘ah (4/676)] Praising
His Book which comprises the legislation and the command, Allah
Almighty describes it as the best message and speech. He, Glorified
be He, says:

[23 1 e 0] 4... S Cuoall Gkl O3 a6l

{ALLAH HAS SENT DOWN THE BEST MESSAGE — A BOOK.} [SURAT AZ-ZUMAR:
23] Everything Allah Almighty has legislated or predestined is
perfect and excellent, whether our minds can grasp it or not. We
should not make our minds and views a judge over Allah's Shariah
and predestination, by approving of it sometimes and disproving it
in other times. Indeed, all that is legislated and predestined by our
Lord is at the pinnacle of beauty and perfection. We believe that the
Shariah and divine predestination are all good. Allah Almighty would
not predestine sheer evil. The Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "All goodness is in Your Hands, and evil
does not belong to You." [Narrated by Muslim (771), Abu Dawud
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(761), At-Tirmidhi (266), and An-Nasa’i (897)] Evil falls under general
predestination. Allah Almighty says:
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{INDEED, WE HAVE CREATED EVERYTHING ACCORDING TO A DETERMINED
MEASURE.} [SURAT AL-QAMAR: 49] Evil is mentioned in the Qur’an being
attributed to those who perpetrate it. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{SAY: "I SEEK REFUGE WITH THE LORD OF THE DAYBREAK, FROM THE HARM OF
ALL WHAT HE HAS CREATED."} [SURAT AL-FALAQ: 1-2] Out of politeness, we
should not attribute evil to Allah Almighty. Some jinn are quoted in
the Qur’an as saying:
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{WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER EVIL IS INTENDED FOR THOSE ON EARTH, OR THEIR
LORD INTENDS GOOD FOR THEM.} [SURAT AL-JINN: 10] Prophet lbrahim
(peace be upon him) is quoted in the Qur’an as saying:
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{AND WHEN | AM ILL HE HEALS ME.} [SURAT ASH-SHU‘ARA’: 80] He
attributed iliness to himself and healing to Allah, Exalted be He.
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Chapter: Pursuing the Means is Part of
Divine Predestination

We believe that pursuing the proper means does not contradict
the belief in predestination; rather, it is a sign of the perfect belief in
divine predestination and decree. Our Lord commands us to seek
sustenance and at the same time states that He had predestined it
for us. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{IT 1s HE WHO MADE THE EARTH SMOOTH FOR YOU, SO TRAVEL THROUGH ITS
REGIONS AND EAT FROM HIS PROVISIONS. AND TO HIM IS THE RESURRECTION.}
[SURAT AL-MuLk: 15] He Almighty also says:
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{WHEN THE PRAYER IS OVER, DISPERSE IN THE LAND AND SEEK FROM THE BOUNTY
OF ALLAH, AND REMEMBER ALLAH MUCH SO THAT YOU MAY BE SUCCESSFUL.}
[SURAT AL-JumU‘AH: 10] Allah Almighty informs that Ya‘qub (Jacob)
(peace be upon him) said to his children:
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{O MY SONS, DO NOT ENTER ALL FROM ONE GATE, BUT ENTER FROM DIFFERENT
GATES. | CANNOT AVAIL YOU OF ANYTHING AGAINST [THE DECREE OF] ALLAH; THE
DECISION BELONGS TO ALLAH ALONE. IN HIM | PUT MY TRUST, AND IN HIM LET THE
FAITHFUL PUT THEIR TRUST.} [SURAT YUSUF: 67] As-Sa’ib ibn Yazid reported:
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The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) wore
two coats of mail at the battle of 'Uhud as a double protection.
[Narrated by Ibn Majah (2806), Sa‘ld ibn Mansur (2858), Ahmad
(15722), and An-Nasad’i in Al-Kubra (8529)] Allah Almighty
commanded Nuh (peace be upon him) to build the ark, commanded
Musa (peace be upon him) to strike the sea, and commanded
Mariyam (peace be upon her) to shake the trunk of the palm tree so
that fresh ripe dates would drop upon her - in addition to other
divine commands to His slaves to pursue the proper means. One of
the most effective means is supplication. An-Nu‘man ibn Bashir
reported: Commenting on the verse:
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{YOUR LORD SAYS, "CALL UPON ME; | WILL RESPOND TO YOU"} [SURAT GHAFIR:
60], the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Supplication is worship." And he recited:
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{YOUR LORD SAYS: "CALL UPON ME; | WILL RESPOND TO YOU. THOSE WHO ARE
TOO PROUD TO WORSHIP ME WILL ENTER HELL, UTTERLY DEBASED."} [SURAT
GHAFIR: 60] [Narrated by Abu Dawid (1479), At-Tirmidhi (2969), and
Ibn Majah (3828)] Means include medical treatment and rugiyah.
Abu Khizamah related that his father reported: | asked the
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him):
"O Messenger of Allah, do you think that the rugiyah we perform,
the medical treatment we use, and the caution we practice can
avert anything of Allah's predestination?" He said: "They are part of
Allah's predestination.” [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (2065), lbn Majah



(3437), Ibn Wahb in Al-Jami‘ Fi Al-Hadith (699), Ahmad (15472), and
Ibn Abi ‘Asim in Al-Ahad and Al-Mathani (2610)]
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Chapter: Divine Predestination does not
Contradict Justice

We believe that Allah Almighty enjoins justice and administers
justice through His Shariah, predestination, and recompense. He,
Exalted be He, says:
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{ALLAH ENJOINS JUSTICE AND KINDNESS.} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 90] Allah,
Exalted be He, also says:
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{AND ALLAH MAKES A COMPARISON OF TWO MEN, ONE OF THEM IS DUMB AND
UNABLE TO DO ANYTHING, AND HE IS A BURDEN TO HIS MASTER; WHEREVER HE
DIRECTS HIM, HE BRINGS NO GOOD. IS HE EQUAL TO THE ONE WHO ENJOINS JUSTICE
AND FOLLOWS A STRAIGHT PATH?} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 76] Abu Dharr (May
Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said that Allah Almighty
said: "O My servants, | have forbidden injustice for Myself and made
it forbidden among you. So, do not wrong one another." [Narrated
by Muslim (2577) and At-Tirmidhi (2495)] Negating injustice from
Himself, Allah Almighty says:
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{WHOEVER DOES A RIGHTEOUS DEED, IT IS TO HIS OWN BENEFIT; AND WHOEVER

DOES AN EVIL DEED, IT IS TO HIS OWN LOSS. YOUR LORD IS NOT UNJUST TO His
SLAVES.} [SURAT FussILAT: 46] Allah, the Exalted, also says:
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{ALLAH DOES NOT DO INJUSTICE AS MUCH AS AN ATOM’S WEIGHT. AND IF IT IS A
GOOD DEED, HE WILL MULTIPLY IT.} [SURAT AN-NISA”: 40] And He Almighty
says:
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{WHOEVER DOES RIGHTEOUS DEEDS, WHETHER MALE OR FEMALE, AND IS A
BELIEVER, IT IS THEY WHO WILL ENTER PARADISE, AND THEY WILL NOT BE WRONGED
EVEN AS MUCH AS THE SPECK ON A DATE STONE.} [SURAT AN-NISA”: 124] In
another verse, He Almighty says:

{ALLAH DOES NOT WRONG PEOPLE IN THE LEAST, BUT IT IS PEOPLE WHO WRONG
THEMSELVES.} [SURAT YONUS: 44] And He, Glorified be He, says:
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{WHOEVER COMES WITH A GOOD DEED WILL BE REWARDED TENFOLD, BUT
WHOEVER COMES WITH AN EVIL DEED WILL ONLY BE PUNISHED WITH ITS LIKE; AND
NONE WILL BE WRONGED.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 160] In addition, there are
other verses that indicate Allah's perfect justice and negate injustice
from Him. We believe that the precedence of divine predestination
and the divine decree does not mean injustice to people, for Allah
Almighty revealed the books and sent the messengers, so that
people may have no excuse before Him after the coming of the
messengers. Our Lord says:
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{THESE MESSENGERS WERE SENT AS BEARERS OF GLAD TIDINGS AND AS
WARNERS, SO THAT THE PEOPLE MAY HAVE NO EXCUSE BEFORE ALLAH AFTER [THE
COMING OF] THE MESSENGERS. FOR ALLAH IS ALL-MIGHTY, ALL-WISE.} [SURAT
AN-NIsA”: 165] He made predestination a hidden secret. Allah
Almighty says:

[26 )] ¢ ¥ TaaT=age e ek S Gl ey

{[HE 1s] KNOWER OF THE UNSEEN, HE DOES NOT REVEAL HIS UNSEEN TO
ANYONE.} [SURAT AL-JINN: 26] He gave His servants free will. He, Exalted
be He, says:
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{SAy: "THE TRUTH IS FROM YOUR LORD. WHOEVER WILLS MAY BELIEVE, AND
WHOEVER WILLS MAY DISBELIEVE."} [SURAT AL-KAHF: 29] Allah Almighty also
says:
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{INDEED, WE SHOWED HIM THE WAY, WHETHER HE IS GRATEFUL OR
UNGRATEFUL.} [SURAT AL-INSAN: 3] And He, Glorified be He, says:
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{THEN HE INSPIRED IT [TO KNOW] ITS WICKEDNESS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS.}
[SURAT ASH-SHAMS: 8]



Chapter on Citing Predestination as an
Argument

We believe that Allah Almighty revealed the books and sent the
messengers, so that people may have no excuse before Him. Allah,
the Exalted, says:

oo A1 08 A 35 484 4 e (il o &6 ST ik 5 (kS5
[165 :sluill] ) 10 Luga

{THESE MESSENGERS WERE SENT AS BEARERS OF GLAD TIDINGS AND AS
WARNERS, SO THAT THE PEOPLE MAY HAVE NO EXCUSE BEFORE ALLAH AFTER [THE
COMING OF] THE MESSENGERS. FOR ALLAH IS ALL-MIGHTY, ALL-WISE.} [SURAT
AN-NISA”: 165] Allah Almighty states that the polytheists cited
predestination as an excuse for them to fall into polytheism, and He
reveals the falsity of their statement and made them taste His
punishment. He, Glorified be He, says:
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{THOSE WHO ASSOCIATE PARTNERS WITH ALLAH WILL SAY: "IF ALLAH HAD
WILLED, NEITHER WE NOR OUR FOREFATHERS WOULD HAVE ASSOCIATED ANYTHING
WITH HIM, NOR WOULD WE HAVE MADE ANYTHING FORBIDDEN." LIKEWISE, THOSE
WHO CAME BEFORE THEM REJECTED THE TRUTH UNTIL THEY TASTED OUR
PUNISHMENT. SAY: "DO YOU HAVE ANY KNOWLEDGE THAT YOU CAN PRESENT TO
US? YOU FOLLOW NOTHING BUT ASSUMPTION AND YOU DO NOTHING BUT LIE."}
[SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 148] If predestination were an excuse for them to
fall into polytheism, Allah Almighty would not have made them



taste His punishment. ‘Ali (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
We were sitting with the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) and he had a stick with which he was scraping the
earth. He said: "There is no one among you except that his place in
Hellfire or Paradise was predestined."” A man said: "Should we rely
on that, O Messenger of Allah?" He said: "No, do good deeds, for
everyone will find it easy to do such deeds (it will lead him to his
destined place)." Then, he recited:

[5 0] 085 i 3 LSy

{As FOR THE ONE WHO GIVES IN CHARITY AND FEARS ALLAH.} [SURAT AL-LAYL:
5] [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6605), Muslim (2647), At-Tirmidhi
(2136), and Ibn Majah (78)] So, the Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) instructed us to do virtuous deeds and
forbade us from solely relying upon the predestination. We believe
that a person may cite predestination as an excuse for committing
sins after repenting from them. Humayd ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman related
that Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Adam and Musa debated. Musa said to Adam: 'You are Adam
whose sin drove you out of Paradise." Adam said to him: 'You are
Miusa, whom Allah chose for His messages and speech, and you
blame me for something which Allah had decreed for me before |
was created?' Thus, Adam won the argument with Mdusa; thus,
Adam won the argument with Musa." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(6614), Muslim (2652), Abu Dawud (4701), At-Tirmidhi (2134), and
Ibn Majah (80)] Mutarrif ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ash-Shikhkhir (May Allah
have mercy upon him) said: "We are not left to the predestination in
the Qur’an, yet He informed us in the Qur’an that we will end up to



it." [As-Sunnah for ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad (2/412)] Muhammad ibn
Sirin (May Allah have mercy upon him) said: "If the deniers of
predestination are not among those who ridicule the verses of Allah
Almighty, | do not know then who they can be!" [As-Sunnah for
‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad (2/432) and Sharh Usdl I‘tigad Ahl As-Sunnah
Wa Al-Jama‘ah (4/696)] Ibn Wahb and some others said: Malik was
asked about the deniers of predestination as to whether we should
stop talking to them, and he replied: "Yes, if they are aware of their
error." He said: "And you should command them to do what is right
and forbid them from doing what is wrong and tell them about their
difference. You should not speak to them in a humble manner, nor
should you pray upon their dead or attend their funerals. And, in my
view, you should not marry from them." In another version, he
added: "Allah says:
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{A BELIEVING SLAVE IS BETTER THAN A FREE POLYTHEIST} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH:
221]." In another version by Ash'hab, he said: 'You should not pray
behind them, and if you find them in a garrison, drive them out of
it." [Tartib Al-Madarik Wa Taqrib Al-Masalik (1/91)] We believe that
it is permissible for a person to cite predestination as an argument
as far as afflictions are concerned. Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "A strong believer is better
and dearer to Allah than a weak believer, and there is good in both.
Adhere to whatever brings you benefit, seek the help of Allah, and
do not feel helpless. If something befalls you, do not say: ‘Had |
done such-and-such, it would have been such-and-such.” Indeed, 'if'
opens the way before the devil to act." [Narrated by Muslim (2664)
and Ibn Majah (79)] Commenting on the verse:
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{THOSE WHEN AFFLICTED WITH A DISASTER, THEY SAY, "WE BELONG TO ALLAH,
AND TO HIM WE WILL RETURN"} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 156], lbn ‘Abbas (May
Allah be pleased with him) said: Allah mentions that if the believer
leaves the affair to Allah, turns to Him, and says "We belong to
Allah, and to Him we will return” upon the occurrence of a disaster,
he will gain three good things: blessings from Allah upon him, and
mercy, and following the path of guidance. And the Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever says: 'We
belong to Allah, and to Him we will return' upon the occurrence of a
disaster, Allah will compensate him for his disaster, give him a good
outcome, and grant him a good alternative with which he will be
pleased." [Narrated by At-Tabari in At-Tafsir (2/707) - (3/223), lbn
Abi Hatim in At-Tafsir (1421), At-Tabarani in Al-Kabir (13027), and
Al-Bayhaqi in Ash-Shu‘ab (9240)]



Book on the Worship
Abstract

We believe that Allah Almighty created His servants to worship
Him, according to the true faith, the religion of Ibrahim (peace be
upon him). The Almighty Lord commanded both humankind and jinn
to offer this worship, which has numerous forms, and none of them
can be devoted to anything or anyone other than Allah Almighty.
Forms of worship include supplication, reliance upon Allah, fear of
Allah, hope for Allah's mercy and reward, seeking refuge with Allah,
slaughtering sacrifices for His sake, and seeking help and assistance
from Him.

We believe that Allah Almighty created His servants to worship
Him, and we know that the first command given in the Qur’an is to
worship Allah alone, with no partner. Every prophet said to his
people:
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{WORSHIP ALLAH; YOU HAVE NO DEITY OTHER THAN HIM.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF:
65]

We know that worship is not accepted unless it is done sincerely
for Allah's sake and in accordance with the guidance of His Prophet
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him).

Worship should be devoted to Allah Almighty alone, with no
partner. Our Lord warns us against polytheism, major and minor. If
anyone performs a deed sincerely for Allah's sake, yet not in
accordance with the Prophet's guidance, his deed will be rejected.
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And if he performs a deed in accordance with the Prophet's
guidance, yet not sincerely for Allah's sake, it will be rejected.

We know that worship rests upon three fundamentals: complete
love, complete hope, and complete fear. The prophets and
messengers (peace be upon them) possessed the greatest share of
these things.

The greatest thing a believer should hope for is to see the
countenance of Allah Almighty. This is the supreme bliss to be
enjoyed by the dwellers of Paradise, in addition to the bliss they will
already have. When the dwellers of Paradise enter Paradise, Allah
will grant the believers an additional honor and benevolence, out of
His grace and bounty, and allow them to look at Him. The worst
thing the believers should fear is to be deprived of this bliss which
will be particularly afforded to Allah's pious servants and denied to
His enemies. Indeed, He will deprive all His enemies - the
polytheists, the Jews, the Christians, the Magians, and the
hypocrites - from looking at Him.

The Wasilah is seeking closeness to Allah Almighty through all that
is pleasing to Him, be it obligatory or recommended. It also has
another meaning, which occurs in the Hadith that reads: "Ask Allah
to give me the Wasilah."

We believe that Allah Almighty commanded His servants to
supplicate to Him and He promised that He will respond to them.
We know that we may implore Allah by His beautiful names and
sublime attributes. Hence, the prophets and messengers would
often supplicate to Allah by His excellent names. The good times for
supplication include the time after the performance of prayers, the
time of breaking the fast, during Tawaf, upon Mount Safa and
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Mount Marwa, at ‘Arafat and Muzdalifah, and after throwing the
pebbles.

As we may implore Allah Almighty by our belief in Him, we may
also implore Him by our righteous deeds and different forms of
worship. {WHEN THE PRAYER IS OVER, DISPERSE IN THE LAND AND SEEK FROM
THE BOUNTY OF ALLAH, AND REMEMBER ALLAH MUCH SO THAT YOU MAY BE
SUCCESSFUL.}

It is not permissible to implore Allah Almighty by any means not
sanctioned by Him. The people of Jahiliya used to seek closeness to
Allah, the Exalted, by imploring Him through their idols and deities.
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Chapter on the verse that reads: {I have not
created the jinn and mankind except to
worship Me.}

We believe that Allah Almighty created mankind and jinn to
worship Him. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{I HAVE NOT CREATED THE JINN AND MANKIND EXCEPT TO WORSHIP ME.} [SURAT
ADH-DHARIYAT: 56] In other words, they are only commanded to
devote worship to Allah, the Lord of all the worlds, alone. The
worship Allah Almighty commanded is the true faith, the religion of
Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him). Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{SAY [O PROPHET]: "INDEED, MY LORD HAS GUIDED ME TO A STRAIGHT PATH,
AN UPRIGHT RELIGION, THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM, INCLINING TO TRUE FAITH, AND HE
WAS NOT ONE OF THOSE WHO ASSOCIATED PARTNERS WITH ALLAH."} [SURAT AL-
AN‘AM: 161] The worship enjoined by Allah Almighty has numerous
forms, and it is not permissible to devote any of them to anything
other than Him, Glorified be He. Our Lord says:
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{THE MOSQUES ARE FOR ALLAH ALONE, SO DO NOT SUPPLICATE ANYONE ALONG
WITH ALLAH.} [SURAT AL-JINN: 18] One of the forms of worship is
supplication. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{WHOEVER SUPPLICATES TO ANOTHER GOD BESIDES ALLAH, FOR WHICH HE HAS
NO PROOF, HIS RECKONING WILL BE WITH HIS LORD. INDEED, THE DISBELIEVERS
WILL NEVER SUCCEED.} [SURAT AL-Mu’mMINON: 117] Allah Almighty also
says:
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{YOUR LORD SAYS: "CALL UPON ME; | WILL RESPOND TO YOU. THOSE WHO ARE
TOO PROUD TO WORSHIP ME WILL ENTER HELL, UTTERLY DEBASED."} [SURAT
GHAFIR: 60] Another form of worship is putting one's trust in Allah
Almighty, Who says:
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{AND PUT YOUR TRUST IN ALLAH IF YOU ARE BELIEVERS.} [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH:
23] Allah Almighty also says:
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{WHOEVER PUTS HIS TRUST IN ALLAH, HE IS SUFFICIENT FOR HIM.} [SURAT AT-
TaLAQ: 3] Another form is apprehension of Allah, Exalted be He, Who
says:
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{So DO NOT BE APPREHENSIVE OF THEM BUT BE APPREHENSIVE OF ME.} [SURAT
AL-BAQARAH: 150] Another form is fear from Allah Almighty, Who
says:
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{DO NOT FEAR THEM, BUT FEAR ME, IF YOU ARE [TRUE] BELIEVERS.} [SURAT AL
‘IMRAN: 175] The forms of worship also include hope. Allah, Exalted
be He, says:
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{THOSE WHOM THEY CALL UPON SEEK THE MEANS OF NEARNESS TO THEIR LORD,
EACH TRYING TO BECOME CLOSER, HOPING FOR HIS MERCY AND FEARING HIs
PUNISHMENT. INDEED, THE PUNISHMENT OF YOUR LORD IS FEARSOME.} [SURAT
AL-ISRA": 57] Our Lord also says:
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{SAY: "I AM ONLY A MAN LIKE YOU; IT HAS BEEN REVEALED TO ME THAT YOUR
GoD Is ONE GOD. SO, WHOEVER HOPES FOR THE MEETING WITH HIS LORD, LET
HIM DO RIGHTEOUS DEEDS AND ASSOCIATE NONE IN THE WORSHIP OF HIS LORD."}
[SURAT AL-KaAHF: 110] They also include seeking refuge with Allah
Almighty, Who says:
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{SAy: "l SEEK REFUGE WITH THE LORD OF MANKIND."} [SURAT AN-NAs: 1]
Another form of worship is to slaughter a sacrifice for Allah
Almighty, Who says:
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{SAvY: "INDEED, MY PRAYER, MY SACRIFICE, MY LIVING AND MY DYING ARE ALL
FOR ALLAH, LORD OF THE WORLDS."} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 162] Another form is
to seek Allah's help. A Qur'anic verse reads:
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{YOu ALONE WE WORSHIP, AND YOU ALONE WE ASK FOR HELP.} [SURAT AL-
FATIHAH: 5] Another form is to implore Allah Almighty for assistance.
He, Exalted be He, says:
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{[REMEMBER] WHEN YOU WERE IMPLORING THE ASSISTANCE OF YOUR LORD [AT
BADR] AND HE RESPONDED TO YOU: "l WILL REINFORCE YOU WITH A THOUSAND
ANGELS, FOLLOWING ONE ANOTHER IN SUCCESSION."} [SURAT AL-ANFAL: 9] We
know that the first command given for people in the Qur'an is to
worship Allah Almighty alone, with no partner. Allah, Blessed and
Glorified be He, says:
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{O MANKIND, WORSHIP YOUR LORD, WHO CREATED YOU AND THOSE BEFORE
YOU, SO THAT YOU MAY BECOME RIGHTEOUS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 21] Each
prophet would say to his people:

[84 1258] §.. %5 ‘u\wegum\,“’ '

{WORSHIP ALLAH; YOU HAVE NO GOD BESIDES HIM.} [SURAT HOD: 84] About
the first Messenger, Nih (peace be upon him), Allah, the Exalted,
says:
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{INDEED, WE SENT NOAH TO HIS PEOPLE. HE SAID: "O MY PEOPLE, WORSHIP
ALLAH; YOU HAVE NO GOD OTHER THAN HIM. | FEAR FOR YOU THE PUNISHMENT OF
A MOMENTOUS DAY."} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 59] And about the last
Messenger, Muhammad (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him), He, Glorified be He, says:
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{WORSHIP ALLAH AND DO NOT ASSOCIATE ANY PARTNERS WITH HiM.} [SURAT
AN-NISA’: 36] Allah Almighty also says:
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{INDEED, WE SENT TO EVERY COMMUNITY A MESSENGER, [SAYING]: "WORSHIP
ALLAH AND SHUN FALSE GODS."} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 36] We know that
worship cannot be accepted unless it is sincerely done for the sake
of Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and in accordance with the
Prophet's guidance. Allah Almighty says:
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{SO, WHOEVER HOPES FOR THE MEETING WITH HIS LORD, LET HIM DO RIGHTEOUS
DEEDS AND ASSOCIATE NONE IN THE WORSHIP OF HIS LORD.} [SURAT AL-KAHF:
110] We know that worship should be devoted to Allah Almighty
alone, with no partner. The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Indeed, actions are by intentions, and
each person will have what he intended. Thus, he whose emigration
was for the sake of Allah and His Messenger, his emigration was for
the sake of Allah and His Messenger, and he whose emigration was
to achieve some worldly gain or to take some woman in marriage,
his emigration was for that for which he emigrated." [Narrated by
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Al-Bukhari (6689), Muslim (1907), Abu Dawad (2201), At-Tirmidhi
(1647), An-Nasa’i (75), and lbn Majah (4227)] Our Almighty Lord
warns us against polytheism altogether, minor, and major. He,
Exalted be He, says:
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{ALLAH DOES NOT FORGIVE ASSOCIATING PARTNERS WITH HIM, BUT FORGIVES
ANYTHING LESS THAN THAT FOR WHOM HE WiLLS. WHOEVER ASSOCIATES
PARTNERS WITH ALLAH HAS INDEED COMMITTED A GRAVE SIN.} [SURAT AN-NISA”:
48] Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Allah Almighty said: 'l am the One Who is most free from want
of partners. So, he who does a thing for the sake of someone else
beside Me, | discard him and his polytheism." [Narrated by Muslim
(2985)] And if a person performs a deed sincerely for the sake of
Allah Almighty, yet it is not in accordance with the Prophet's
guidance, his deed will be rejected. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{THERE HAS CERTAINLY BEEN FOR YOU IN THE MESSENGER OF ALLAH AN
EXCELLENT EXAMPLE FOR ANYONE WHOSE HOPE IS IN ALLAH AND THE LAST DAY
AND [WHO] REMEMBERS ALLAH OFTEN.} [SURAT AL-AHZAB: 21] And the
Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"Whoever does an act not sanctioned by this matter of ours, it will
be rejected." [Narrated by Muslim (1718)] Allah Almighty says:
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{SO LET THOSE BEWARE WHO DISSENT FROM THE PROPHET’S ORDER, LEST
FITNAH STRIKE THEM OR A PAINFUL PUNISHMENT.} [SURAT AN-NUOR: 63] He
Almighty also says:

@

I €Y Ve 55 615 800 a1 5005 41 A0 3 BB 6 il K ) Oy

{SAy: "IF YOU LOVE ALLAH THEN FOLLOW ME; ALLAH WILL LOVE YOU AND
FORGIVE YOU YOUR SINS: FOR ALLAH IS ALL-FORGIVING, MoST MERCIFUL."}
[SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 31] We know that worship rests upon three
fundamentals: complete love, complete hope, and complete fear.
The prophets and messengers (peace be upon them) possessed the
greatest share of these things. Describing their condition, Allah
Almighty says:
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{THEY USED TO HASTEN IN DOING VIRTUOUS DEEDS AND USED TO CALL UPON Us
WITH HOPE AND FEAR, AND THEY WERE HUMBLE BEFORE US.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA':
90] He Almighty also says:
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{AND THOSE WHO DO WHATEVER [GOOD] THEY DO WITH THEIR HEARTS FEARFUL,
KNOWING THAT THEY WILL RETURN TO THEIR LORD — IT IS THEY WHO HASTEN TO DO
GOOD DEEDS, AND THEY ARE FOREMOST IN THEM.} [SURAT AL-MU’MINON: 60-
61] And Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{THEY FORSAKE THEIR BEDS, SUPPLICATING THEIR LORD WITH FEAR AND HOPE,
AND SPEND OUT OF WHAT WE HAVE PROVIDED FOR THEM.} [SURAT AS-SAIDAH:
16] In another verse, He Almighty says:
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{[Is HE BETTER] OR THE ONE WHO CONSTANTLY WORSHIPS DURING THE NIGHT,
PROSTRATING AND STANDING, FEARING THE HEREAFTER, AND HOPING FOR THE
MERCY OF HIS LORD?} [SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 9] Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Allah Almighty says: 'l am
just as My servant thinks of Me, and | am with him when He
remembers Me: If he remembers Me in himself, | too remember
him in Myself; and if he remembers Me in a group of people, |
remember him in a group that is better than them; and if he comes
one span near to Me, | go one cubit near to him; and if he comes
one cubit near to Me, | go a distance of two outstretched arms near
to him; and if he comes to Me walking, | go to him running."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7405), Muslim (2675), At-Tirmidhi (3603),
and lbn Majah (3822)] In another verse, He Almighty says:
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{AND AMONG PEOPLE THERE ARE SOME WHO TAKE OTHERS AS EQUALS TO
ALLAH: THEY LOVE THEM AS THEY SHOULD LOVE ALLAH. BUT THOSE WHO BELIEVE
ARE STRONGER IN THEIR LOVE FOR ALLAH.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 165] And the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "There



are three things; whoever has them finds the sweetness of faith: To
love Allah and His Messenger more than all else; to love a person
solely for Allah's sake; and to hate to revert to disbelief as one hates
to be thrown into the fire." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (16), Muslim
(43), At-Tirmidhi (2624), An-Nasa’i (4987), and Ibn Majah (4033)] In
another Hadith, Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) said: "By the One in Whose Hand my soul is, none of
you believes until | become dearer to him than his father and his
child." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (14) and An-Nasa’i (5015)] A person
cannot attain Allah's love until he follows the Prophet (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him). Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{SAy: "IF YOU LOVE ALLAH THEN FOLLOW ME; ALLAH WILL LOVE YOU AND
FORGIVE YOU YOUR SINS: FOR ALLAH IS ALL-FORGIVING, M0OST MERCIFUL."}

[SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 31] The greatest thing the believers should hope
for is to see the countenance of Allah Almighty, Who says:
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{ON THAT DAY SOME FACES WILL BE BRIGHT, LOOKING AT THEIR LORD.} [SURAT
AL-QIYAMAH 22-23] This is the supreme bliss to be enjoyed by the
dwellers of Paradise, in addition to the bliss they will already have.
Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{FOR THOSE WHO DO GOOD THERE WILL BE THE BEST REWARD AND MORE —
NEITHER GLOOM NOR HUMILIATION WILL COVER THEIR FACES. IT IS THEY WHO ARE
THE PEOPLE OF PARADISE, THEY WILL ABIDE THEREIN FOREVER.} [SURAT YUNUS:
26] Suhayb (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "When the dwellers of Paradise enter Paradise, Allah Almighty
will ask: ‘Do you want Me to give you anything more?’ They will say:
‘Have You not brightened our faces? Have You not made us enter
Paradise and saved us from Hellfire?” He will then remove the veil,
and nothing will be dearer to them of all things they were given
than looking at their Lord." [Narrated by Muslim (181), At-Tirmidhi
(2552), and Ibn Majah (187)]

Chapter on Imploring Allah and the Wasila

The Wasila is the seeking of closeness to Allah Almighty through
all that is pleasing to Him, be it obligatory or recommended.

We believe that Allah Almighty commanded His servants to
supplicate to Him and He promised that He will respond to them.
He, Glorified be He, says:
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{YOUR LORD SAYS: "CALL UPON ME; | WILL RESPOND TO YOU. THOSE WHO ARE
TOO PROUD TO WORSHIP ME WILL ENTER HELL, UTTERLY DEBASED."} [SURAT
GHAFIR: 60] He Almighty also says:
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{WHEN MY SLAVES ASK YOU CONCERNING ME, | AM INDEED NEARBY. | RESPOND
TO THE CALL OF THE SUPPLICANT WHEN HE CALLS UPON ME; SO, THEY SHOULD
RESPOND TO ME AND BELIEVE IN ME, SO THAT THEY MAY BE GUIDED.} [SURAT AL-
BAaQARAH: 186] We know that imploring Allah Almighty should be
done by invoking His excellent names and sublime attributes. Our
Lord says:
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{ALLAH HAS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL NAMES, SO CALL UPON HIM BY THEM, AND
LEAVE THOSE WHO PROFANE His NAMES. THEY WILL BE RECOMPENSED FOR WHAT
THEY USED TO DO.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 180] Allah Almighty also says:
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{SAy: "CALL UPON ALLAH OR CALL UPON THE MOST COMPASSIONATE —
WHICHEVER NAME YOU CALL, TO HIM BELONG THE MOsST BEAUTIFUL NAMES." Do
NOT BE TOO LOUD IN YOUR PRAYER, NOR TOO QUIET, BUT SEEK A WAY IN
BETWEEN.} [SURAT AL-ISRA": 110] Hence, the prophets and messengers
would often supplicate and implore Allah by invoking His excellent
names. Allah Almighty informs that Adam and his wife said:
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{OUR LORD, WE HAVE WRONGED OURSELVES; IF YOU DO NOT FORGIVE US AND
HAVE MERCY UPON US, WE WILL SURELY BE AMONG THE LOSERS.} [SURAT AL-
A‘RAF: 23] In another verse, He Almighty informs that Prophet
Ibrahim (peace be upon him) said:
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{MY LORD, MAKE ME STEADFAST IN PRAYER AND THOSE OF MY OFFSPRING. OUR
LORD, ACCEPT MY SUPPLICATION.} [SURAT IBRAHIM: 40] And He Almighty
states that Prophet Misa (peace be upon him) said:
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{My LORD, FORGIVE ME AND MY BROTHER, AND ADMIT US INTO YOUR MERCY,
FOR YOU ARE THE MOST MERCIFUL OF THOSE WHO SHOW MERCY.} [SURAT AL-
A‘RAF: 151] As we may implore Allah Almighty by our belief in Him.
Our Lord says:
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{OUR LORD, WE BELIEVE IN WHAT YOU HAVE SENT DOWN AND WE FOLLOW THE
MESSENGER; SO, COUNT US AMONG THOSE WHO BEAR WITNESS [TO THE TRUTH].}
[SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 53] We may also implore Allah Almighty by our
righteous deeds, like the three persons who were trapped inside the
cave. ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
| heard the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) say: "Three men from among those who were before you
set out together until they reached a cave at night and entered it. A
big rock rolled down the mountain and closed the mouth of the
cave. They said: 'Nothing could save you from this rock but to invoke
Allah by giving reference to the righteous deeds which you have
done.' So, one of them said: 'O Allah, | had old parents, and | never
provided my family with milk before them. One day, by chance | was
delayed, and | came late as they had already gone to sleep. | milked
the sheep for them and took the milk to them, but | found them



sleeping. | disliked providing my family with the milk before them. |
waited for them, and the bowl of milk was in my hand, and | kept on
waiting for them to get up until the day dawned. Then, they got up
and drank the milk. O Allah, if | did that for Your sake only, relieve us
from our critical situation caused by this rock."' So, the rock moved a
little, but they could not get out." The Prophet (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) added: "The second man said: 'O Allah, |
had a cousin who was the dearest of all people to me and | wanted
to have sexual relations with her, but she refused. Later, she had a
tough time in a famine year, and she came to me, and | gave her
one-hundred-and-twenty Dinars on the condition that she would
not resist my desire, and she agreed. When | was about to fulfill my
desire, she said: 'lt is illegal for you to outrage my chastity except by
legitimate marriage." So, | felt too ashamed to have sexual
intercourse with her and left her though she was the dearest of all
people to me, and, | left the gold | had given her. O Allah, if | did that
for Your sake only, relieve us from the present calamity.' So, the
rock moved a little more, but still, they could not get out from
there." The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
added: "Then, the third man said: 'O Allah, | employed a few
laborers, and | paid them their wages except for one man who did
not take his wage and went away. | invested his wage, and | got
much property thereby. Then, he came and said to me: 'O servant of
Allah, pay me my wage.' | said to him: 'All the camels, cows, sheep,
and slaves you see are yours.' He said: 'O servant of Allah, do not
mock me.' | said: 'l am not mocking you.' He took all the herd and
drove them away and left nothing. O Allah, if | did that for Your sake
only, relieve us from the present suffering.' So, the rock moved
completely, and they got out walking." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(2272) and Muslim (2743)] We may also implore Allah Almighty by
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different forms of worship, notably supplication. About His prophets
(peace be upon them), Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{THEY USED TO HASTEN IN DOING VIRTUOUS DEEDS AND USED TO CALL UPON Us
WITH HOPE AND FEAR, AND THEY WERE HUMBLE BEFORE US.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA”:
90] The good times for supplication include the time after the
performance of prayers, the time of breaking the fast, during Tawaf,
upon Mount Safa and Mount Marwa, at ‘Arafat and Muzdalifah, and
after throwing the pebbles. We may also implore Allah Almighty by
mentioning our condition and demonstrating our need for Him and
His help and mercy. Allah, the Exalted, informs that Misa (peace be
upon him) said:
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{My LORD, | AM DESPERATELY IN NEED OF WHATEVER GOOD YOU MAY SEND
DOWN TO ME.} [SURAT AL-QAsAs: 24] He Almighty also informs that
Prophet Aylb (Job) (peace be upon him) supplicated, saying:
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{I HAVE BEEN STRUCK BY ADVERSITY, AND YOU ARE THE MOST MERCIFUL OF
THOSE WHO SHOW MERCY.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA": 83] A Muslim may also
implore Allah Almighty by asking a righteous man who is living and
present to supplicate for him, as the brothers of Yusuf asked their
father to seek Allah's forgiveness for them. About this, Allah,
Glorified be He, says:
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{THEY saID: "O OUR FATHER, PRAY TO ALLAH TO FORGIVE US OUR SINS; WE
WERE CERTAINLY MISTAKEN."} [SURAT YUsuUF: 97] Allah Almighty also says:
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{IF ONLY THEY HAD COME TO YOU [O PROPHET] — AFTER WRONGING
THEMSELVES — AND HAD ASKED ALLAH FOR FORGIVENESS, AND THE MESSENGER
HAD ASKED FOR FORGIVENESS FOR THEM, THEY WOULD HAVE FOUND ALLAH
ACCEPTING OF REPENTANCE, MOST MERCIFUL.} [SURAT AN-NISA’: 64] Anas ibn
Malik related that Umm Haram bint Milhan, his maternal aunt,
reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) slept near me one day, and then he woke up smiling. |
said: "O Messenger of Allah, what has made you smile?" He said:
"People of my Ummah who were shown to me riding across this
green sea like kings on thrones." She said: "Supplicate to Allah to
make me one of them." So, he supplicated for me. Then, he slept
again, and did likewise, and she said the same as she said before,
and he replied in the same manner. She said: "Supplicate to Allah to
make me one of them." He said: "You will be one of the first ones."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2799), Muslim (1912), Abu Dawid (2490),
An-Nasa’i (3172), and Ibn Majah (2776)] When the Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) described the seventy
thousand persons who would enter Paradise without reckoning,
‘Ukkashah (May Allah be pleased with him) said: "Supplicate Allah to
make me one of them." [Narrated by Muslim (218)] Anas (May Allah
be pleased with him) reported that when they experienced a
drought, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab would pray for rain by virtue of Al-
‘Abbas ibn ‘Abdul-Muttalib, and say: "O Allah, we used to supplicate
You by virtue of our Prophet and You would give us water; we are



now supplicating You by virtue of our Prophet’s uncle; so give us
water.” He said: "They would then be given water." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (1010)] So, the Companions (May Allah be pleased with
them) ceased to seek rain and implore Allah Almighty by the
Prophet's supplication, because he passed away, and began to ask
Al-‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) to supplicate for rain,
given their knowledge that this is a legitimate means of imploring
Allah. ‘Umar (May Allah be pleased with him) intended to implore
Allah by Al-‘Abbas's supplication, not Al-‘Abbas himself, because if
the intent were to implore Allah by Al-‘Abbas himself, it would be
more appropriate to do it through the Prophet himself (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him). It is not permissible to implore
Allah Almighty by anything other than what He legislated. The
people of Jahiliya (the pre-Islamic era) used to seek closeness to
Allah by imploring Him through their idols and false gods. About
their heinous act, Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{As FOR THOSE WHO TAKE OTHERS AS GUARDIANS BESIDES HIM, [SAYING]: "WE
ONLY WORSHIP THEM SO THAT THEY MAY BRING US CLOSER TO ALLAH."} [SURAT
AZ-ZUMAR: 3]
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Book of What Contradicts the Core of
Iman or Its Perfect State

Abstract

We know that the opposite of belief in Allah is: disbelief in Allah.

There is major and minor disbelief. Major disbelief brings a person
out of the fold of Islam; Allah Almighty will not accept any
compensation or ransom from him; all his good deeds are rendered
worthless; and he will dwell in Hellfire eternally. Minor disbelief, on
the other hand, contradicts the perfect state of belief.

Major disbelief has various kinds, which Allah Almighty mentioned
in His Book, and He Almighty stated that the disbelief of disbelievers
may sometimes be rejection, and it may at other times be
abandonment and arrogance towards the truth. Disbelief may also
take the form of denial, and it makes no difference whether the
denial is expressed by the tongue or denial within the heart. At
other times, it takes the form of doubt and suspicion, as the person
is hesitant about the truth and doubtful about the Resurrection and
the meeting with Allah. Disbelief may also take the form of cursing
and mockery or turning away and barring others from the path of
Allah, and it may take the form of hating the truth.

We know that there is minor disbelief, which does not contradict
the core of faith, but it contradicts its perfect state. It does not
cause its perpetrator to dwell eternally in Hellfire or render all his
virtuous deeds worthless. Minor disbelief has too many forms.
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One of the forms of minor disbelief is fighting a Muslim. It does
not take one out of the fold of Islam or cause him to languish
eternally in Hellfire, for Allah Almighty calls the believers who fight
one another as brothers, though they are fighting.

We know that the opposite of belief in Allah is Shirk, which is the
worst wrongdoing. Shirk renders all good deeds worthless, and a
person who dies as a polytheist, without repenting, shall not be
forgiven and Paradise is forbidden to him, and his abode is Hellfire
wherein he will abide forever.

Allah Almighty nullifies Shirk and criticizes the polytheists for their
Shirk and highlights the error of them taking equals to Him. He
makes clear that those partners cannot do any good or harm.
Sometimes He, Exalted be He, stresses that those partners do not
hear, and even if they were to hear, they would not respond to
those calling upon them. At other times, Allah, the Exalted, makes
clear that those partners cannot do any good or harm and cannot
bring life or cause death. And some other times, Allah Almighty
states that those worshiped apart from Him are even lower than
those who worship them, for they cannot walk, strike, hear, or see.
And He at other times describes them as little and powerless and
that they do not possess even an atom's weight in the heaven or on
the earth in a truthful way, and they are not partners in any of this,
and none of them is a supporter or helper to Allah Almighty or an
intercessor with Him. And some other times, our Lord points out
that the existence of other gods along with Him is unreasonable,
universally impossible, and religiously void.

We know that major Shirk has numerous forms.
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One form is to ascribe a partner to Allah Almighty in His lordship,
creation, dominion, sustenance, and management of the universe.
Our Lord makes clear that to Him alone belong the creation and the
command.

Another form of major Shirk is to ascribe a son to Allah Almighty,
far exalted be He above that.

Another form is to believe in the stars, worship them, seek rain
through them, and believe that they can bring sustenance.

Another form is to associate a partner with Allah Almighty in His
names and attributes, like claiming that someone knows the
unseen. And there is a stern warning against anyone who calls
himself or someone else with one of Allah's names which befit none
but Him, like the names: 'Allah’ or "the Most Compassionate".

Among its forms is to believe that a created being possesses divine
perfection or is able to do all things. This could never be true, as
Allah Almighty points out the utter helplessness of the worshipers
and those worshiped apart from Him.

Another form is to worship other gods alongside Allah, the
Exalted.

Another form is to devote worship or part of it to anyone other
than Allah Almighty.

The forms of major Shirk also include slaughtering a sacrifice to
someone other than Allah Almighty, like an idol or a dead person,
with the aim of drawing closer to them.

Another form is to make a vow to someone or something other
than Allah Almighty. Indeed, a vow is an act of worship and must
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not be devoted to anyone or anything other than our Lord. Hence,
Allah, the Exalted, praises the believers who fulfill their vows.

Another form of major Shirk is to seek refuge with other than
Allah Almighty.

Its forms also include seeking help from other than Allah Almighty
for things that can only be done by our Lord, or supplicating to other
than Allah, Exalted be He.

Another form is Shirk in obedience to other than Allah Almighty.
He, Glorified be He, mentions that the People of the Book took their
rabbis and monks as lords besides Him, legislating for them and
declaring unlawful what Allah made lawful.

Another form is Shirk in praying, bowing, prostrating, and
performing Tawaf. This is because such acts of worship must not be
devoted to anyone other than Allah Almighty, Who commanded His
Prophet Ibrahim to purify His House for those who circumambulate
it, and those who stand up in prayer, and those who bow and
prostrate. The Almighty Lord mentions that only the arrogant would
disdain to worship Him and points out that all creatures prostrate to
Him.

One of its forms is not judging according to what Allah has
revealed and referring to other than Allah for judgment, as the
People of the Book and others did. They associated partners with
Allah Almighty, laying down legislation for them. This is sometimes
regarded as disbelief, and at other times as wrongdoing or rebellion.

Another form is Shirk of love. This is to love a created being in a
way that comprises humbleness, reverence, and submission.
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Another form is Shirk of fear. This is to fear a created being in a
way that comprises submission, humbleness, and reverence, like
fearing that he may cause an affliction or prevent good or
committing something unlawful for his sake to win his approval. The
Almighty Lord points out that His pious and close servants fear no
one but Him.

Another form is Shirk of hope. This is to hope for something from
a created being, alive and present or absent, while that thing can
only be done by Allah Almighty - or to ask the dead to relieve
distress, fulfill needs, or intercede on the Day of Judgment.

Another form is magic.

Its forms also include Kihanah (soothsaying) and (‘Irafah)
divination, for those who engage in them claim to know the unseen.

We know that there is minor Shirk, which does not bring one out
of the fold of Islam or contradict the core of faith; rather, it
contradicts the perfect state of faith. So, it does not cause a person
to dwell eternally in Hellfire or render all his virtuous deeds
worthless. Minor Shirk has numerous forms.

Another form is taking evil omens, and the criterion here is that it
prompts one to go ahead with his plan or cancel it, as related in the
relevant Hadtth.

Another form is hanging amulets.

One of the forms is little riya’ (show off). Yet, if a person's heart is
filled with riya’ and he begins to perform honorable deeds without a
sincere intention, faith, or fear from Allah Almighty, this person is a
sheer hypocrite, and his deeds are rendered worthless and rejected.
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The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) called
this the Shirk of the inner self and pointed out that riya’ is so
invisible, and that his fear for his Ummah from riya’ was greater
than his fear for them from the Anti-Christ.

Another form is to seek worldly gains by one's virtuous deeds. This
oscillates between major, and minor Shirk, depending on the
intention within one's heart.

Another form is astrology, which may be major, or minor Shirk,
depending on the intention within one's heart.

Another form is saying "It is as Allah wills, and you will" and similar
phrases.

Another form is swearing by other than Allah Almighty.

We know that one of the things that contradicts belief in Allah is
hypocrisy. Hypocrisy is to display Islam and conceal disbelief.
Hypocrisy, which is tantamount to disbelief, is major and minor. It is
to disbelieve in Allah Almighty and worship other than Him while
pretending to be Muslim before people. An example is the
hypocrites who lived at the time of the Prophet (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him). Major hypocrisy brings a person out of
the fold of Islam. We bear witness, as Allah bears witness, that the
hypocrites are liars in their claim of faith.

Allah Almighty will not accept from the hypocrite any ransom or
compensation, and whoever dies as a hypocrite is doomed to abide
in Hellfire eternally.

We know that major hypocrisy involves hatred and animosity
towards the truth, and such hypocrites find joy in the defeat of
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Islam and its people and feel deeply sad if they see Islam victorious.
Major hypocrisy comes after belief, by refusing to refer to the
Shariah for judgment, not trusting Allah Almighty and His promise to
support His Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
and religion, mocking and reviling the truth and its followers,
slandering Muslims, and backbiting them, and deceiving the people
of faith and showing off good deeds.

Allah, the Exalted, commanded His Prophet (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) to strive against the hypocrites.

We know that minor hypocrisy does not bring a person out of the
fold of Islam, nor does it render his good deeds worthless or cause
him to dwell in Hellfire eternally; and we know that minor hypocrisy
does not contradict the core of faith, but it contradicts its perfect
state; and that hypocrisy has four traits, which would make a person
a sheer hypocrite if he has them all; but if he possesses one of them,
he has a trait of hypocrisy until he gives it up: if he speaks, he tells a
lie; if he makes a promise, he breaks his promise; if he engages in a
covenant, he proves treacherous; and if he is in a dispute, he acts
immorally.

* Religious innovation is misguidance altogether.

We believe that Allah Almighty has perfected the religion for us
and completed His favor upon us. Religious innovations are among
the things that contradict the perfect state of faith. And we know
that Allah, the Exalted, forbade dissension and disunity.

We know that religious innovations include extolment of graves
and constructing buildings over them. This may also lead to Shirk.
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Another religious innovation is making images of righteous people in
the hope of following their example after they pass away.

We know that wrong innovations include such newly introduced
festivities and joining the disbelievers in their festive occasions.

We know that one of the wrong innovations is seeking blessings in
something Allah Almighty did not make a cause for blessing it. This
may also lead to Shirk.
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Chapter on the Disbelief in Allah

We know that the opposite of belief in Allah is disbelief in Allah.
There is major and minor disbelief. Major disbelief contradicts the
core of faith, whereas minor disbelief contradicts the perfect state
of faith. Major disbelief takes one out of the fold of Islam, and Allah
does not accept from its perpetrator any ransom or compensation.
Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{AND WHOEVER DESIRES OTHER THAN ISLAM AS RELIGION - NEVER WILL IT BE
ACCEPTED FROM HIM, AND HE WILL BE IN THE HEREAFTER AMONG THE LOSERS.}
[SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 85] He Almighty also says:
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{THOSE WHO DISBELIEVE AND DIE AS DISBELIEVERS, EVEN AN EARTH FULL OF
GOLD WILL NEVER BE ACCEPTED FROM ANY OF THEM, IF OFFERED AS RANSOM. FOR
SUCH PEOPLE THERE WILL BE A PAINFUL PUNISHMENT, AND THEY WILL HAVE NO
HELPERS.} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 91] And He, Exalted be He, says:
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{AND FEAR A DAY WHEN NO SOUL WILL AVAIL ANOTHER ANYTHING, NOR
INTERCESSION WILL BE ACCEPTED, NOR COMPENSATION TAKEN, NOR WILL THEY BE

HELPED.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 48] Disbelief renders all virtuous deeds
worthless. Allah Almighty says:
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{WHOEVER REJECTS THE FAITH, ALL HIS EFFORTS WILL BE WORTHLESS, AND, IN
THE HEREAFTER, HE WILL BE AMONG THE LOSERS.} [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 5]
Commenting on the verse {\WWHOEVER REJECTS THE FAITH, ALL HIS EFFORTS
WILL BE WORTHLESS}, Ibn ‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) said:
"Allah Almighty states that faith is the firmest bond and that He
does not accept any deed without it and does not forbid Paradise
except to those who reject it." [Narrated by At-Tabari (3/113),
(9/593) and lbn Abi Hatim in At-Tafsir (1307), yet in his commentary
on: {IF THEY BELIEVE AS YOU HAVE BELIEVED.}] The disbeliever will dwell in
Hellfire eternally. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{THOSE WHO DISBELIEVE AND DO WRONG, ALLAH WILL NOT FORGIVE THEM, NOR
WILL HE GUIDE THEM TO A WAY, EXCEPT THE WAY OF HELL, ABIDING THEREIN
FOREVER. AND THAT IS EASY FOR ALLAH.} [SURAT AN-NISA”: 168-169] Major
disbelief has various kinds, which Allah Almighty mentioned in His
Book, and He Almighty stated that the disbelief of disbelievers may
sometimes be Johid (rejection), like in the verse that says:

1 e Gl S0 855 243 0k 301 500 4 53 385
[33 :plas¥I] 4V V(5383

{WE KNOW WELL THAT WHAT THEY SAY GRIEVES YOU [O PROPHET]. IT IS NOT
YOU THAT THEY DOUBT, RATHER IT IS THE VERSES OF ALLAH THAT THE
WRONGDOERS DENY.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 33] In another verse, He
Almighty says:
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{BUT NONE REJECTS OUR SIGNS EXCEPT WHOEVER IS DECEITFUL, UNGRATEFUL.}
[SURAT LuaMAN: 32] And He, Glorified be He, says:
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{THEY DENIED THEM WRONGFULLY AND ARROGANTLY, ALTHOUGH THEIR HEARTS
WERE CONVINCED THAT THEY WERE TRUE. SEE THEN HOW THE END OF THOSE WAS
WHO SPREAD CORRUPTION!} [SURAT AN-NAML: 14] And their disbelief
sometimes takes the form of abandonment and arrogance towards
the truth. About Satan, the leader of disbelievers, Allah Almighty
says:
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{AND WHEN WE SAID TO THE ANGELS, “PROSTRATE BEFORE ADAM,” AND THEY
PROSTRATED EXCEPT SATAN; HE REFUSED AND WAS ARROGANT AND WAS ONE OF
THE DISBELIEVERS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 34] Noah (peace be upon him) is
quoted in the Qur'an as saying:
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{EVERY TIME | CALL THEM SO THAT YOU MAY FORGIVE THEM, THEY THRUST THEIR
FINGERS INTO THEIR EARS AND COVER THEIR FACES WITH THEIR GARMENTS AND
PERSIST IN OBSTINACY AND GROW EXTREMELY ARROGANT.} [SURAT NOH: 7] At
other times, disbelief takes the form of Takdhib (denial). Regarding
the previous nations, Allah Almighty says:
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{[THEIR] CASE IS LIKE THAT OF THE PEOPLE OF PHARAOH AND THOSE BEFORE
THEM. THEY ALL DENIED OUR SIGNS, SO ALLAH SEIZED THEM FOR THEIR SINS, FOR
ALLAH IS SEVERE IN PUNISHMENT.} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 11] Allah Almighty
also says:
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{RATHER, THE DISBELIEVERS PERSIST IN DENYING IT.} [SURAT AL-INSHIQAQ: 22]
It makes no difference whether the denial is expressed by the
tongue or by the heart. About the hypocrites, Allah Almighty says:
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{HAVE YOU NOT SEEN THE HYPOCRITES WHO SAY TO THEIR FELLOW DISBELIEVERS
FROM THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK: "IF YOU ARE EXPELLED, WE WILL SURELY LEAVE
WITH YOU, AND WE WILL NEVER OBEY ANYONE CONCERNING YOU, AND IF YOU ARE

ATTACKED, WE WILL SURELY COME TO YOUR AID." BUT ALLAH BEARS WITNESS THAT
THEY ARE TRULY LIARS.} [SURAT AL-HASHR: 11] He Almighty also says:
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{WHEN THE HYPOCRITES COME TO YOU, THEY SAY, "WE BEAR WITNESS THAT
YOU ARE INDEED THE MESSENGER OF ALLAH," AND ALLAH KNOWS THAT YOU ARE
INDEED HiS MESSENGER, AND ALLAH BEARS WITNESS THAT THE HYPOCRITES ARE
TRULY LIARS.} [SURAT AL-MUNAFIQUN: 1] Disbelief sometimes takes the
form of Shakk (doubt and suspicion), as the person is hesitant and



unsure about the truth, the Resurrection, and the meeting with
Allah Almighty. In a Qur'anic story, the owner of a garden said:
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{NOR DO | THINK THAT THE HOUR WILL EVER COME. EVEN IF | AM BROUGHT
BACK TO MY LORD, | WILL SURELY FIND SOMETHING BETTER THAN THIS.} [SURAT AL-
KaHF: 36] In response, his believing companion said to him:
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{Do YOouU DISBELIEVE IN HE WHO CREATED YOU FROM DUST, THEN FROM A
SPERM-DROP, THEN FASHIONED YOU INTO A WELL-PROPORTIONED MAN?} [SURAT
AL-KAHF: 37] At other times, disbelief takes the form of cursing and
mockery. About the disbelievers, Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{AND THERE WERE MESSENGERS BEFORE YOU [O PROPHET] WHO WERE
RIDICULED, BUT THOSE WHO MOCKED THEM WERE OVERWHELMED BY WHAT THEY
USED TO RIDICULE.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 10] And about the people of Noah
and their mockery of him, Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{SO, HE STARTED CONSTRUCTING THE ARK, AND EVERY TIME SOME CHIEFS OF HIS

PEOPLE PASSED BY HIM, THEY RIDICULED HIM. HE SAID, “IF YOU RIDICULE US NOW,
WE WILL SOON RIDICULE YOU AS YOU ARE RIDICULING US.} [SURAT HOD: 38]



Disbelief may sometimes take the form of turning away and barring
access to the way of Allah Almighty, Who says:
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{OR HAVE THEY TAKEN OTHER GODS BESIDES HIM? SAY: "BRING YOUR PROOF.
HERE IS THE BOOK OF THOSE WHO ARE WITH ME, AND THE BOOK OF THOSE WHO
CAME BEFORE ME." YET MOST OF THEM DO NOT KNOW THE TRUTH, SO THEY TURN
AWAY.} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA": 24] And He, Blessed and Exalted be He,
says:
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{WE HAVE NOT CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH AND ALL THAT IS BETWEEN
THEM EXCEPT FOR A TRUE PURPOSE AND FOR A SET TERM, YET THOSE WHO
DISBELIEVE TURN AWAY FROM WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN WARNED OF.} [SURAT AL-
AHQAF: 3] And sometimes disbelief is hatred of the truth. Allah
Almighty says:
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{THAT IS BECAUSE THEY DETEST WHAT ALLAH HAS SENT DOWN, SO HE RENDERED
THEIR DEEDS WORTHLESS. } [SURAT MUHAMMAD: 9]

We know that there is minor disbelief, which is less than the major
one. Minor disbelief does not contradict the core of faith, yet it
contradicts its perfect state. Minor disbelief does not take a person
out of the fold of Islam, nor does it cause him to dwell in Hellfire
eternally or render all his deeds worthless. There are numerous
forms of minor disbelief.
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One of the forms of disbelief lies in the Hadith in which the
Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"Cursing a Muslim is evil doing and fighting him is disbelief."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (48), Muslim (64), At-Tirmidhi (1983), An-
Nasa’i (4108), and Ibn Majah (69)] Another form lies in the Hadith in
which the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Two things are found among people which are tantamount to
disbelief: libeling the lineage and wailing over the dead." [Narrated
by Muslim (67)] The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) also said: "Do not revert to disbelief after me by striking
the necks of one another." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (121), Muslim
(65), An-Nasa’i (4131), and Ibn Majah (3942)] However, such
disbelief does not bring one out of the fold of Islam or cause him to
languish eternally in Hellfire, for Allah Almighty calls the believers
who fight one another as brothers. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{IF TWO GROUPS OF THE BELIEVERS FIGHT ONE ANOTHER, MAKE PEACE BETWEEN
THEM.} [SURAT AL-HUJURAT: 9-10] So, He calls them believers even
though they fight each other. After citing a group of such Hadiths,
Imam Ahmad (May Allah have mercy upon him) said: "These Hadiths
cited above: 'There are three traits, whoever has them is a
hypocrite' affirms the sinfulness of the mentioned traits. We relate
these Hadiths as they are and do not interpret them. The same
applies to similar Hadiths, which are reported authentically and
recorded. We vyield to them, even if we do not know their
interpretation. No one should dispute them or argue about them.
Such Hadiths should only be interpreted in the way they were
reported." [Sharh Usul I‘tigdad Ahl As-Sunnah Wa Al-Jama‘ah
(1/182)]
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Chapter on Shirk (Associating Partners
with Allah)

We know that Shirk (associating partners with Allah) is contrary to
the belief in Allah Almighty. Shirk is major and minor. Major Shirk
contradicts the core of faith, while minor Shirk contradicts the
perfect state of faith. Major Shirk is the worst wrongdoing. Allah,
the Exalted, says:
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{WHEN LUQMAN SAID TO HIS SON, WHILE ADVISING HIM: "O MY DEAR SON, DO
NOT ASSOCIATE PARTNERS WITH ALLAH. INDEED, ASSOCIATING PARTNERS WITH
ALLAH IS THE WORST WRONGDOING."} [SURAT LuaMAN: 13] Major Shirk
renders all virtuous deeds worthless. Allah Almighty says:
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{IT HAS ALREADY BEEN REVEALED TO YOU AND TO THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE YOU
THAT IF YOU ASSOCIATE OTHERS WITH ALLAH, YOUR DEEDS WILL SURELY BECOME
WORTHLESS, AND YOU WILL CERTAINLY BE AMONG THE LOSERS.} [SURAT Az-
ZUMAR: 65] He Almighty also says:
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{THIS 1S ALLAH’S GUIDANCE WITH WHICH HE GUIDES WHOM HE WILLS OF HIs
SLAVES. IF THEY WERE TO ASSOCIATE OTHERS WITH HIM, ALL THEIR DEEDS WOULD
HAVE BEEN NULLIFIED.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 88] If a person dies while
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engaged in major Shirk and does not repent, Allah Almighty does
not forgive him. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{ALLAH DOES NOT FORGIVE ASSOCIATING PARTNERS WITH HIM, BUT FORGIVES
ANYTHING LESS THAN THAT FOR WHOM HE wiLls. WHOEVER ASSOCIATES
PARTNERS WITH ALLAH HAS INDEED COMMITTED A GRAVE SIN.} [SURAT AN-NISA”:
48] If a polytheist dies without repenting, Paradise will be forbidden
for him, and Hellfire will be his abode wherein he will abide forever.
Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{WHOEVER ASSOCIATES ANY PARTNERS WITH ALLAH, ALLAH HAS FORBIDDEN
PARADISE FOR HIM, AND HIS ABODE WILL BE THE FIRE.} [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 72]
Jabir (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: A man came to the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and said: "O
Messenger of Allah, what are the two imperatives?" He said:
"Whoever dies while associating no partner with Allah will enter
Paradise, and whoever dies while associating partners with Allah will
enter Hellfire." [Narrated by Muslim (93)] Allah Almighty nullifies
Shirk and criticizes the polytheists for their Shirk and highlights the
error of them taking equals to Him. He makes clear that those
partners cannot do any good or harm. Sometimes He, Exalted be
He, stresses that those partners do not hear, and even if they were
to hear, they would not respond to those calling upon them. Allah
Almighty says:
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{WHEREAS THOSE WHOM YOU INVOKE BESIDE HIM DO NOT OWN SO MUCH AS
THE MEMBRANE OF A DATE STONE. IF YOU CALL UPON THEM, THEY CANNOT HEAR
YOUR CALL, AND EVEN IF THEY WERE TO HEAR, THEY COULD NOT RESPOND TO YOU.
ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION, THEY WILL DISOWN YOUR ASSOCIATING THEM AS
PARTNERS WITH ALLAH.} [SURAT FATIR: 13-14] So, the Almighty Lord points
out that they do not possess anything and cannot hear the
supplication of those who call upon them; and on the Day of
Judgment, they will disown their polytheism. At other times, Allah,
the Exalted, makes clear that those partners cannot do any good or
harm and cannot bring life or cause death. He, Glorified be He, says:
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{THEY HAVE TAKEN BESIDES HIM OTHER GODS WHO CAN CREATE NOTHING BUT
ARE THEMSELVES CREATED. NOR DO THEY HAVE POWER TO HARM OR BENEFIT
THEMSELVES, NOR DO THEY HAVE POWER TO CAUSE DEATH, GIVE LIFE OR
RESURRECT THE DEAD.} [SURAT AL-FURQAN: 3] He Almighty also says:
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{DO THEY HEAR YOU WHEN YOU CALL UPON THEM? OR CAN THEY BENEFIT OR
HARM YOU?} [SURAT ASH-SHUARA”: 72-73] And some other times, Allah
Almighty states that those worshiped apart from Him are even
lower than those who worship them, for they cannot walk, strike,
hear, or see. "Thus, they are bereft of all these things with which
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one can do any good or harm." [Tafsir At-Tabari (13/322)] Allah
Almighty says:
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{DO THEY HAVE FEET TO WALK WITH? OR HANDS TO GRASP WITH? OR EYES TO
SEE WITH? OR EARS TO HEAR WITH? SAY [O PROPHET]: "CALL YOUR IDOLS THEN
CONSPIRE AGAINST ME AND GIVE ME NO RESPITE!"} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 195] And
in other verses, Allah Almighty highlights the incapacity and
helplessness of these idols. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{O PEOPLE, A SIMILITUDE IS SET FORTH, SO LISTEN TO IT: THOSE WHOM YOU
INVOKE BESIDES ALLAH CAN NEVER CREATE EVEN A FLY, EVEN IF THEY ALL COME
TOGETHER FOR THAT. AND IF A FLY SNATCHES SOMETHING AWAY FROM THEM,
THEY CANNOT RETRIEVE IT. HOW FEEBLE IS THE INVOKER AS WELL AS THE INVOKED !}
[SURAT AL-HAJJ: 73] He Almighty also says:
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{BUT THOSE WHOM YOU SUPPLICATE BESIDES HIM CANNOT HELP YOU, NOR CAN
THEY HELP THEMSELVES.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 197] And in other verses, Allah
Almighty describes them as needy and lowly and points out that
they do not even possess an atom's weight of authority in the
heavens or on earth, nor do they have any share in either of them,



and none of them is a helper to the Almighty Creator or acts as an
intercessor with Him.
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{Say: "CALL UPON THOSE WHOM YOU CLAIM [TO BE GODS] BESIDES ALLAH.
THEY DO NOT HAVE EVEN AN ATOM’S WEIGHT OF AUTHORITY IN THE HEAVENS OR
ON EARTH, NOR DO THEY HAVE ANY SHARE IN EITHER OF THEM, NOR IS ANY OF
THEM A HELPER TO ALLAH." NO INTERCESSION WILL BE OF ANY BENEFIT BEFORE
HiM, EXCEPT FOR THOSE WHOM HE GAVE PERMISSION.} [SURAT SABA”: 22-23]
At other times, Allah Almighty clarifies that the existence of other
gods along with Him is contrary to reason, universally impossible,
and religiously void. The Almighty Creator says:
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{IF THERE HAD BEEN GODS BESIDES ALLAH IN THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, BOTH
REALMS WOULD HAVE FALLEN IN DISORDER. GLORY BE TO ALLAH — LORD OF THE
THRONE — FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASCRIBE [TO HiM].} [SURAT AL-ANBIYA": 22] In
another verse, Allah, Glorified and Exalted be He, says:
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{SAy: "IF THERE WERE OTHER GODS BESIDES HIM — AS THEY CLAIM — THEY
WOULD HAVE SURELY SOUGHT A WAY TO THE LORD OF THE THRONE."} [SURAT AL-
ISRA": 42] And He, Exalted be He, says:
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{ALLAH HAS NEVER BEGOTTEN A SON, NOR IS THERE ANY GOD BESIDES Him.
OTHERWISE, EACH GOD WOULD HAVE TAKEN AWAY WHAT HE HAD CREATED, AND
EACH WOULD HAVE TRIED TO GAIN SUPREMACY OVER THE OTHER. GLORY BE TO
ALLAH FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASCRIBE TO HIM!} [SURAT AL-MU’MINON: 91]

We know that major Shirk has numerous forms.

Among its forms is to associate partners with Allah Almighty in His
lordship, creation, dominion, sustenance, and management of the
universe. About such Shirk, Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{OR DO THEY ASCRIBE TO ALLAH PARTNERS WHO CREATED THE LIKE OF HIS
CREATION, SO THEY ARE CONFUSED BETWEEN TWO CREATIONS? SAY: "ALLAH IS THE
CREATOR OF ALL THINGS, AND HE IS THE ONE, THE SUBJUGATOR."} [SURAT AR-
RA‘D: 16] Criticizing those who associate partners with Allah
Almighty from among His creation, our Lord says:
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{THIS 1S ALLAH’S CREATION. SO, SHOW ME WHAT OTHERS BESIDE HIM HAVE
CREATED. IN FACT, THE WRONGDOERS ARE CLEARLY MISGUIDED.} [SURAT
LuamAN: 11] Allah, Exalted be He, makes clear that to Him alone
belong the creation and the command. He Almighty says:
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{YOUR LORD Is ALLAH, WHO CREATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH IN SIX DAYS,
AND THEN ROSE OVER THE THRONE. HE MAKES THE NIGHT AND DAY OVERLAP IN
RAPID SUCCESSION. HE MADE THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE STARS — ALL
SUBSERVIENT TO HIS COMMAND. BEHOLD, HIS IS THE CREATION AND THE
COMMAND. BLESSED IS ALLAH, LORD OF THE WORLDS.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 54]
Another form of major Shirk is to ascribe a son to Allah, far exalted
be He above that. He Almighty says:
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{THE JEWS SAY, "EZRA IS THE SON OF ALLAH," AND THE CHRISTIANS SAY: "THE
MESSIAH IS THE SON OF ALLAH." THESE ARE MERE WORDS THAT THEY UTTER,
IMITATING THE WORDS OF THE DISBELIEVERS BEFORE THEM. MAY ALLAH RUIN
THEM; HOW CAN THEY BE DELUDED?} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 30] He Almighty
also says:
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{THEY REGARD THE JINN AS PARTNERS OF ALLAH, EVEN THOUGH HE CREATED
THEM, AND THEY FALSELY ATTRIBUTE TO HIM SONS AND DAUGHTERS WITHOUT
KNOWLEDGE. GLORIFIED AND EXALTED IS HE FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASCRIBE TO
Him.} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 100] And Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{YET THEY ASCRIBE TO HIM SOME OF HIS SLAVES AS OFFSPRING. INDEED, MAN 1S
CLEARLY UNGRATEFUL. HAS HE TAKEN FOR HIMSELF DAUGHTERS FROM WHAT HE
HAS CREATED, AND FAVORED YOU WITH SONS?} [SURAT AZ-ZUKHRUF: 15-16]
Another form of major Shirk is the belief in and worship of the stars.
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Relating to lbrahim (peace be upon him) and how he argued with his
people regarding the worship of stars, Allah Almighty says:
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{THUS, WE SHOWED ABRAHAM THE DOMINION OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH, SO
THAT HE WOULD BE OF THOSE WHO HAVE CERTAIN FAITH. WHEN THE NIGHT GREW
DARK UPON HIM, HE SAW A STAR AND SAID: "THIS IS MY LORD." BUT WHEN IT SET,
HE SAID: "l DO NOT LIKE THOSE THAT SET." THEN WHEN HE SAW THE MOON RISING,
HE SAID: "THIS IS MY LORD." BUT WHEN IT SET, HE SAID: "UNLESS MY LORD
GUIDES ME, | WILL SURELY BE AMONG THE MISGUIDED PEOPLE." THEN WHEN HE
SAW THE SUN RISING, HE SAID: "THIS IS MY LORD; THIS IS GREATER." BUT WHEN IT
SET, HE SAID: "O MY PEOPLE, | DISOWN ALL WHAT YOU ASSOCIATE WITH ALLAH. |
TURN MY FACE TOWARDS THE ONE WHO ORIGINATED THE HEAVENS AND EARTH,
INCLINING TO TRUE FAITH, AND | AM NOT ONE OF THOSE WHO ASSOCIATE PARTNERS
WITH ALLAH." HIS PEOPLE ARGUED WITH HIM. HE SAID: "DO YOU ARGUE WITH ME
CONCERNING ALLAH, WHEN HE HAS GUIDED ME? | DO NOT FEAR WHAT YOU
ASSOCIATE WITH HIM, [NONE CAN HARM ME] EXCEPT WHAT MY LORD WiLLS. MY
LORD ENCOMPASSES EVERYTHING IN HIS KNOWLEDGE. WILL YOU NOT THEN TAKE
HEED? WHY SHOULD | FEAR WHAT YOU ASSOCIATE WITH HIM, WHEN YOU DO NOT
FEAR THAT YOU ASSOCIATE WITH ALLAH FOR WHICH HE HAS NOT SENT DOWN ANY
AUTHORITY? SO, WHICH OF THE TWO PARTIES HAS MORE RIGHT TO FEEL SECURE, IF
YOU REALLY KNOW?"} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 75-81] Another form is to seek



rain through the stars and believe that they bring sustenance. Allah,
the Exalted, says:
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{AND INSTEAD [OF THANKING ALLAH] FOR THE PROVISION YOU ARE GIVEN, YOU
SHOW INGRATITUDE?} [SURAT AL-WAQI‘AH: 82] lbn ‘Abbas (May Allah be
pleased with him) reported: There was once a downpour during the
Prophet's lifetime. Thereupon, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Some people entered the morning
with gratitude and some with ingratitude. Those who entered with
gratitude said: 'This is the mercy of Allah.' But those who entered
with ingratitude said: 'Such and such asterism was right.'"" It was
upon this that this verse was revealed:
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{I DO SWEAR BY THE POSITIONS OF THE STARS} [SURAT AL-WAQI‘AH: 75]. He
continued the recitation until he reached the verse that says:
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{AND INSTEAD [OF THANKING ALLAH] FOR THE PROVISION YOU ARE GIVEN, YOU
SHOW INGRATITUDE?} [SURAT AL-WAQI‘AH: 82] [Narrated by Muslim (73)
and At-Tabari in At-Tafsir (23/154)] And the Prophet (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "There are four
characteristics within my Ummah belonging to the Jahiliya, which
they would not abandon: boasting of high rank, reviling other
people’s genealogies, seeking rain by the stars, and wailing."
[Narrated by Muslim (934) and Ibn Majah (1581)] Zayd ibn Khalid al-
Juhani (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of
Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) led us in the



Fajr prayer at Al-Hudaybiyah after it rained at night, and when he
finished, he turned to the people and said: "Do you know what your
Lord said?" They said: "Allah and His Messenger know best." He
said: "Some of My slaves have entered the morning as believers in
Me and some as disbelievers. He who says, 'We have had a rainfall
due to Allah's grace and mercy' believes in Me and disbelieves in the
stars; and he who says, 'We have had a rainfall due to the rising of
such and such star' disbelieves in Me and believes in the stars."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (846), Muslim (71), Abu Dawud (3906), and
An-Nasa’i (1525)] Another form is to associate a partner with Allah
Almighty in His names and attributes, like claiming that someone
knows the unseen. Commanding His Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him), Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{SAY [O PROPHET]: "I DO NOT TELL YOU THAT | HAVE THE TREASURIES OF ALLAH,
NOR DO | KNOW THE UNSEEN, NOR DO | TELL YOU THAT | AM AN ANGEL. | ONLY
FOLLOW WHAT IS REVEALED TO ME." SAY: "IS THE BLIND EQUAL TO THE ONE WHO
CAN SEE? DO YOU NOT THEN CONTEMPLATE?"} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 50] In
another verse, Allah Almighty says:
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{THE UNSEEN BELONGS TO ALLAH ALONE.} [SURAT YONUS: 20] Abu Hurayrah
(May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever goes
to a soothsayer and believes him in what he says or has intercourse
with his wife while she is menstruating or through her anus, he has
nothing to do with what has been sent down to Muhammad."
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[Narrated by Abu Dawid (3904), At-Tirmidhi (135), Ibn Majah (639),
Al-Fadl ibn Dakin in As-Salah (15), Is'haq ibn Rahwayh (482), and
Ahmad (9536). And there is a stern warning against anyone who
calls himself or someone else with one of Allah's names which befit
none but Him, like the names: 'Allah' or 'the Most Compassionate'.
Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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{ALLAH HAS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL NAMES, SO CALL UPON HIM BY THEM, AND
LEAVE THOSE WHO PROFANE His NAMES. THEY WILL BE RECOMPENSED FOR WHAT
THEY USED TO DO.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 180] He Almighty also says:
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{ALLAH — NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HIM. HE HAS THE
MosT BEAUTIFUL NAMES. } [SURAT TAHA: 8] And the Prophet (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The most awful name in
Allah's sight on the Day of Resurrection is a man calling himself 'the
king of kings"." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6205), Muslim (2143), Abu
Dawid (4961), and At-Tirmidhi (2837)] Abu ‘Ubayd (May Allah have
mercy upon him) said: "Commenting on the term 'the king of kings',
Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah said: 'This is like their saying 'Shahenshah', i.e.
the king of kings.' Another one said: 'Rather, it is when a person is
called by one of the names of Allah, like the Most Compassionate,
the Subjugator, and the Mighty. Indeed, Allah is the King of kings.
So, it is not permissible for anyone to be called by this name or the
like."" [Gharib Al-Hadith by Al-Qasim ibn Sallam (2/18)] Among its
forms is to believe that a created being possesses divine perfection
or is able to do all things. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{AND THERE IS NONE COMPARABLE TO HIM.} [SURAT AL-IKHLAS: 4] He
Almighty also says:

[65 2]

{LORD OF THE HEAVENS AND EARTH AND ALL THAT IS BETWEEN THEM. SO,
WORSHIP HIM AND BE CONSTANT IN WORSHIPING HiM. DO YOU KNOW ANYONE
EQUAL TO HImM?} [SURAT MarvAMm: 65] Telling about His absolute
capability, He Almighty says:
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{ALLAH 1S MoOST CAPABLE OF ALL THINGS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 148] In
another verse, He, Exalted be He, says:
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{ALLAH IS NOT SUCH THAT SOMETHING CAN ESCAPE HIM IN THE HEAVENS OR ON
EARTH. HE 1S INDEED ALL-KNOWING, MOST CAPABLE.} [SURAT FATIR: 44] Allah

Almighty points out the helplessness of the worshipers and those
worshiped apart from Him. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{O PEOPLE, A SIMILITUDE IS SET FORTH, SO LISTEN TO IT: THOSE WHOM YOU
INVOKE BESIDES ALLAH CAN NEVER CREATE EVEN A FLY, EVEN IF THEY ALL COME
TOGETHER FOR THAT. AND IF A FLY SNATCHES SOMETHING AWAY FROM THEM,
THEY CANNOT RETRIEVE IT. HOW FEEBLE IS THE INVOKER AS WELL AS THE INVOKED !}
[SURAT AL-HAJJ: 73] Another form is to take deities along with Allah
Almighty. Informing about the people of Abraham (peace be upon
him) and how they took idols as gods apart from Allah, our Lord
says:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN ABRAHAM SAID TO HIS FATHER, AZAR: "DO YOU TAKE
IDOLS AS GODS? | SEE THAT YOU AND YOUR PEOPLE ARE CLEARLY MISGUIDED."}
[SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 74] Allah Almighty speaks about the dwellers of the
cave and informs that they stayed away from their people because
they took gods other than Allah, Exalted be He. A verse reads:
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{THESE PEOPLE OF OURS HAVE TAKEN BESIDES HIM OTHER GODS. WHY DO THEY
NOT BRING CLEAR PROOF ABOUT THEM? WHO DOES GREATER WRONG THAN ONE
WHO FABRICATES LIES AGAINST ALLAH?} [SURAT AL-KAHF: 15] About the
people of Moses (peace be upon him), Allah Almighty states that
they asked Moses to make for them a god as the polytheists had
gods. Allah, Glorified and Exalted be He, says:
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{WE LED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL ACROSS THE SEA, THEN THEY CAME UPON A
PEOPLE WHO WERE DEVOTED TO THEIR IDOLS. THEY SAID: "O MOSES, MAKE FOR
US A GOD JUST AS THEY HAVE GODS." HE SAID: "YOU ARE INDEED AN IGNORANT
PEOPLE. INDEED, WHAT THEY FOLLOW IS DOOMED TO DESTRUCTION AND WHAT
THEY DO IS WORTHLESS."} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 138-139] Rejecting the
worship of anyone other than Him, Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{ALLAH HAS NEVER BEGOTTEN A SON, NOR IS THERE ANY GOD BESIDES HIM.
OTHERWISE, EACH GOD WOULD HAVE TAKEN AWAY WHAT HE HAD CREATED, AND
EACH WOULD HAVE TRIED TO GAIN SUPREMACY OVER THE OTHER. GLORY BE TO
ALLAH FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASCRIBE TO HimM!} [SURAT AL-MU’MINON: 91]
Another form is to devote worship or part of it to anyone other than
Allah Almighty. Speaking about the condition of the polytheists, our
Lord says:
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{THEY ASSIGN TO ALLAH A PORTION OF THE CROPS AND LIVESTOCK HE CREATED,
SAYING: "THIS IS FOR ALLAH" — AS THEY CLAIM — "AND THIS IS FOR OUR PARTNERS
[IDOLS]." BUT THAT WHICH IS ASSIGNED FOR THEIR PARTNERS DOES NOT REACH
ALLAH, WHILE THAT WHICH IS ASSIGNED FOR ALLAH REACHES THEIR PARTNERS.
HOW UNFAIR IS THEIR JUDGMENT!} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 136] And the Prophet
(May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Allah Almighty
said: 'l am the One Who is most free from want of partners. So, he
who does something for the sake of someone else beside Me, |
discard him and his polytheism." [Narrated by Muslim (2985)] Its
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forms also include slaughtering a sacrifice to someone other than
Allah Almighty, like an idol or a dead person, with the aim of
drawing closer to them. Making clear that sacrificial slaughter
should only be devoted to Him, Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{SAv: "INDEED, MY PRAYER, MY SACRIFICE, MY LIVING AND MY DYING ARE ALL
FOR ALLAH, LORD OF THE WORLDS."} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 162] He Almighty
also says:
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{HE HAS ONLY FORBIDDEN TO YOU CARRION, BLOOD, FLESH OF SWINE, AND
WHAT IS SLAUGHTERED TO OTHER THAN ALLAH. BUT IF ONE IS COMPELLED BY
NECESSITY — NEITHER DRIVEN BY DESIRE NOR EXCEEDING THE NEED — THEN ALLAH IS
ALL-FORGIVING, MOST MERCIFUL.} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 115] Abu at-Tufayl
related: We said to ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (May Allah be pleased with
him): "Inform us about something which the Messenger of Allah
(May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) confided to you." He
said: "He confided nothing to me which he concealed from people,
but | heard him say: 'Allah cursed he who sacrifices for anyone
besides Allah." [Narrated by Muslim (1978) and An-Nasa’i (4422)]
Given the gravity of this sin, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) forbade us from sacrificing in a place where
sacrifices are offered to other than Allah Almighty. Thabit ibn ad-
Dahhak (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: A man took a
vow during the Prophet's lifetime to slaughter camels at Buwana.
He came to the Messenger (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) and asked him about that. Thereupon, the Messenger
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(May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) asked: "Did the place
contain any of the Jahiliya idols that used to be worshiped?" He
replied in the negative. He further asked, "Was any of their festivals
observed there?" The man replied in the negative. So, the Prophet
(May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Fulfill your
vow, for a vow should not be fulfilled if it involves disobedience to
Allah or pertains to something beyond one's control." [Narrated by
Abu Dawid (3313)] Among its forms is to make a vow to someone
or something other than Allah Almighty. Indeed, a vow is an act of
worship and may not be devoted to other than our Lord. Hence,
Allah, the Exalted, praises the believers who fulfill their vows. He,
Glorified be He, says:
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{THEY FULFILL THEIR VOWS AND FEAR A DAY WHOSE EVIL WILL SPREAD FAR AND
WIDE.} [SURAT AL-INSAN: 7] Allah Almighty also says:
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{WHATEVER CHARITY YOU GIVE OR VOW YOU MAKE, ALLAH SURELY KNOWS IT.
BUT THE WRONGDOERS HAVE NO HELPERS.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 270] And the
Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"Whoever makes a vow to obey Allah should obey Him, and
whoever makes a vow to disobey Allah should not disobey Him."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6696), Abu Dawiad (3289), At-Tirmidhi
(1526), An-Nasa’i (3806), and lbn Majah (2126)] Another form is to
seek refuge with other than Allah Almighty. Ibn ‘Abbas (May Allah
be pleased with him) reported: "Some men from among human
beings used to stay the night at the valley during Jahiliya and say:



'We seek refuge with the mighty one of this valley." Yet, this
increased them but in sinfulness." [Narrated by At-Tabari in At-Tafsir
(23/322)] About the condition of the people of Jahiliya, Allah, the
Exalted, says:
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{AND THERE WERE SOME MEN WHO USED TO SEEK REFUGE WITH SOME JINN, BUT
THEY ONLY INCREASED THEM IN BURDEN.} [SURAT AL-JINN: 6] And the Prophet
(May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever lands
somewhere and then says 'l seek refuge in the perfect words of
Allah from the evil of what He has created', nothing will harm him
until he leaves that place." [Narrated by Muslim (2708), At-Tirmidhi
(3437), and Ibn Majah (3547)] Its forms also include seeking help
from other than Allah Almighty for things that can only be done by
our Lord, or supplicating to other than Allah, Exalted be He. In a
verse, He Almighty says:
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{THE MOSQUES ARE FOR ALLAH ALONE, SO DO NOT SUPPLICATE TO ANYONE
ALONG WITH ALLAH.} [SURAT AL-JINN 18] Allah Almighty also says:
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{IF YOU CALL UPON THEM, THEY CANNOT HEAR YOUR CALL, AND EVEN IF THEY
WERE TO HEAR, THEY COULD NOT RESPOND TO YOU. ON THE DAY OF
RESURRECTION, THEY WILL DISOWN YOUR ASSOCIATING THEM AS PARTNERS WITH
ALLAH. AND NONE CAN INFORM YOU LIKE THE ALL-AWARE.} [SURAT FATIR: 14]
Allah Almighty points out that polytheists, when suffering trouble,
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seek refuge with Him, and then when He saves them, they revert to
their polytheism. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{WHEN THEY BOARD A SHIP, THEY SUPPLICATE TO ALLAH, DEVOTING THEIR FAITH
SINCERELY TO HIM. BUT AS SOON AS HE RESCUES THEM TO THE LAND, THEY
ASSOCIATE PARTNERS WITH HIM.} [SURAT AL-ANKABUT: 65] He Almighty also
says:
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{WHO IS MORE ASTRAY THAN ONE WHO INVOKES BESIDES ALLAH THOSE WHO
WILL NOT RESPOND TO HIM UNTIL THE DAY OF RESURRECTION, AND ARE IN FACT
UNAWARE OF THEIR INVOCATIONS?} [SURAT AL-AHQAF: 5] Allah Almighty
points out that He is the One Who responds to the distressed and
relieves suffering. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{Is HE [NOT BETTER] WHO RESPONDS TO THE DISTRESSED WHEN HE CALLS OUT
TO Him, AND WHO RELIEVES SUFFERING, AND WHO MAKES YOU SUCCESSORS ON
EARTH? IS THERE ANY GOD BESIDES ALLAH? LITTLE IS IT THAT YOU TAKE HEED!}
[SURAT AN-NAML: 62] Among its forms is polytheism in worship, by
devoting it to other than Allah Almighty. Informing about the People
of the Book and that they took their rabbis and monks as lords
besides Him, legislating for them and declaring unlawful what Allah
made lawful, our Lord says:
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{THEY HAVE TAKEN THEIR RABBIS AND MONKS AS LORDS BESIDES ALLAH, AS WELL
AS THE MESSIAH, SON OF MARY, EVEN THOUGH THEY WERE COMMANDED TO
WORSHIP ONLY ONE GOD; NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HiMm,
GLORIFIED IS HE FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASSOCIATE WITH HIM.} [SURAT AT-
TawBAH: 31] Allah Almighty also says:

{OR DO THEY HAVE PARTNERS WHO HAVE PRESCRIBED FOR THEM A RELIGION
THAT IS NOT SANCTIONED BY ALLAH?} [SURAT ASH-SHURA: 21] Allah Almighty
commands His servants to believe in Him and refer to His Shariah
for judgment, and He points out that Satan wants them to refer to
false deities forjudgment. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{HAVE YOU NOT SEEN [O PROPHET] THOSE WHO CLAIM THAT THEY BELIEVE IN
WHAT HAS BEEN SENT DOWN TO YOU AND WHAT WAS SENT DOWN BEFORE YOU,
YET THEY SEEK THE JUDGMENT OF TAGHUT [FALSE DEITIES], EVEN THOUGH THEY
WERE COMMANDED TO REJECT THEM? SATAN WANTS TO LEAD THEM FAR ASTRAY.}
[SURAT AN-NISA”: 60] ‘Adiyy ibn Hatim (May Allah be pleased with
him) reported: | came to the Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) while | had a cross of gold around my neck.
He said: "O ‘Adiyy, remove this idol from yourself!" And | heard him
reciting from Surat Bara’ah (At-Tawbah):
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{THEY HAVE TAKEN THEIR RABBIS AND MONKS AS LORDS BESIDES ALLAH} [SURAT
AT-TAWBAH: 31]. He said: "As for them, they did not worship them,
but when they made something lawful for them, they would
consider it lawful, and when they made something unlawful for
them, they would consider it unlawful." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi
(3095), Ibn Sa‘d (6/219), lbn Aby Hatim in At-Tafsir (10057), and At-
Tabarani in Al-Kabir (17/92/218)] Its forms also include polytheism
in praying, bowing, prostrating, and performing Tawaf. This is
because such acts of worship must not be devoted to anyone other
than Allah Almighty, Who commanded His Prophet Ibrahim to purify
His House for those who circumambulate it, and those who stand up
in prayer, and those who bow and prostrate; He says:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN WE SHOWED TO ABRAHAM THE SITE OF THE HOUSE
[KA‘BAH]: "DO NOT ASSOCIATE ANYTHING WITH ME, AND PURIFY MY HOUSE FOR
THOSE WHO CIRCUMAMBULATE IT, AND THOSE WHO STAND UP IN PRAYER, AND
THOSE WHO BOW AND PROSTRATE."} [SURAT AL-HAJJ: 26] Allah, Glorified be
He, commands that prostration should be offered to Him alone. In
the Qur’an, He Almighty says:

&YV 5580 B o) Galla ol T80 5 5alll V5 Ll T 3805 )
[37 :clad]

{DO NOT PROSTRATE TO THE SUN OR TO THE MOON, BUT PROSTRATE TO ALLAH
WHO CREATED THEM IF YOU TRULY WORSHIP HiM.} [SURAT FUSSILAT: 37] Only
the arrogant would disdain worshipping Him. Allah Almighty says:
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{[ALLAH] sAID: "O SATAN, WHAT PREVENTED YOU FROM PROSTRATING TO
WHOM | CREATED WITH MY TwoO HANDS? DID YOU JUST BECOME PROUD, OR
HAVE YOU ALWAYS BEEN ARROGANT?"} [SURAT SAD: 75] Allah Almighty
informs that all creatures prostrate to Him. He, Glorified be He,
says:
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{To ALLAH PROSTRATES ALL THAT IS IN THE HEAVENS AND ON EARTH OF LIVING
THINGS, AND SO DO THE ANGELS; AND THEY DO NOT SHOW ARROGANCE.} [SURAT
AN-NAHL: 49] Before he entered the place of Negus, Ja‘far (May Allah
be pleased with him) said: "I am your speaker today." So, they
followed him until they arrived to [King] Negus, without prostrating
to him. Thereupon, he wondered: "Why have you not prostrated to
the king?" He replied: "Allah Almighty sent His Prophet to us and he
commanded us not to prostrate except to Allah." [Narrated by At-
Tayalsi (344), Sa“ld ibn Mansdar (2481), Ahmad (4400), Luwayn in his
Juz’ (4), and At-Tahawi in Ahkam Al-Qur’an (418)] One of its forms is
not judging according to what Allah revealed and referring to other
than Allah for judgment. Allah Almighty clarifies the ruling on those
who do not judge by what He revealed. He, Glorified and Exalted be
He, says:
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{WHOEVER DOES NOT JUDGE ACCORDING TO WHAT ALLAH HAS REVEALED, IT IS
THEY WHO ARE THE DISBELIEVERS.} [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 44] Allah Almighty
also says:

[45 aalall] 4 €0 ¢ sathal 2 a8 4 Ol Ly &2l s

{WHOEVER DOES NOT JUDGE ACCORDING TO WHAT ALLAH HAS REVEALED, IT IS
THEY WHO ARE THE WRONGDOERS. } [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 45] And He, Exalted
be He, says:

§EV 0 shudll 2h o8 67 050 Loy K25 2 5 08 1 5 Loy LT O 2l 5
[47 L]

{WHOEVER DOES NOT JUDGE ACCORDING TO WHAT ALLAH HAS REVEALED, IT IS
THEY WHO ARE THE REBELLIOUS.} [SURAT AL-MA’IDAH: 47] This is because
the command entirely belongs to Allah, the Exalted, Who says:

[54 10 e 1] 0 € Cueladl &y il s 32T Glali Al
{BEHOLD, HIS IS THE CREATION AND THE COMMAND. BLESSED IS ALLAH, LORD
OF THE WORLDS.} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 54] Allah Almighty also says:
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{THOSE WHO ASSOCIATE PARTNERS WITH ALLAH SAY: "IF ALLAH HAD WILLED,
NEITHER WE NOR OUR FOREFATHERS WOULD HAVE WORSHIPED ANYTHING BESIDES
HiM, NOR WOULD WE HAVE PROHIBITED ANYTHING WITHOUT HIS COMMAND."
THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE THEM DID THE SAME. IS THE DUTY OF THE MESSENGERS
EXCEPT TO CONVEY THE MESSAGE CLEARLY?} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 35] Allah
Almighty criticizes the People of the Book for taking their rabbis and



monks as lords who lay down legislation for them. He, Exalted be
He, says:
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{THEY HAVE TAKEN THEIR RABBIS AND MONKS AS LORDS BESIDES ALLAH, AS WELL
AS THE MESSIAH, SON OF MARY, EVEN THOUGH THEY WERE COMMANDED TO
WORSHIP ONLY ONE GOD; NONE HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPED EXCEPT HiMm,
GLORIFIED 1S HE FAR ABOVE WHAT THEY ASSOCIATE WITH HiM.} [SURAT AT-
TawBAH: 31] Allah Almighty also says:
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{OR DO THEY HAVE PARTNERS WHO HAVE PRESCRIBED FOR THEM A RELIGION
THAT IS NOT SANCTIONED BY ALLAH?} [SURAT ASH-SHORA: 21] ‘Adiyy ibn
Hatim (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: | came to the
Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) while | had a
cross of gold around my neck. He said: "O ‘Adiyy, remove this idol
from yourself!" And | heard him reciting from Surat Bara'ah:
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{THEY HAVE TAKEN THEIR RABBIS AND MONKS AS LORDS BESIDES ALLAH} [SURAT
AT-TAWBAH: 31]. He said: "As for them, they did not worship them,
but when they made something lawful for them, they would
consider it lawful, and when they made something unlawful for
them, they would consider it unlawful." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi
(3095), Ibn Sa‘d (6/219), Ibn Aby Hatim in At-Tafsir (10057), and At-
Tabarani in Al-Kabir (17/92/218)] In doing so, the People of the Book
emulate the polytheists about whom Allah Almighty says:
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{THOSE WHO ASSOCIATE PARTNERS WITH ALLAH SAY, “IF ALLAH HAD WILLED,
NEITHER WE NOR OUR FOREFATHERS WOULD HAVE WORSHIPED ANYTHING BESIDES
HiM, NOR WOULD WE HAVE PROHIBITED ANYTHING WITHOUT HIS COMMAND.”
THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE THEM DID THE SAME. IS THE DUTY OF THE MESSENGERS
EXCEPT TO CONVEY THE MESSAGE CLEARLY?} [SURAT AN-NAHL: 35] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{BUT NO, BY YOUR LORD, THEY WILL NOT BELIEVE UNTIL THEY ACCEPT YOU [O
PROPHET] AS THE JUDGE IN THEIR DISPUTES AND FIND NO DISCOMFORT WITHIN
THEIR HEARTS ABOUT YOUR JUDGMENTS BUT ACCEPT THEM WHOLEHEARTEDLY.}
[SURAT AN-NISA”: 65] And He, Exalted be He, says:
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{OR DO THEY HAVE PARTNERS WHO HAVE PRESCRIBED FOR THEM A RELIGION
THAT IS NOT SANCTIONED BY ALLAH?} [SURAT ASH-SHURA: 21] In another
verse, Allah Almighty says:
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{DO THEY SEEK THE JUDGMENT OF THE TIMES OF IGNORANCE? WHO COULD BE
BETTER THAN ALLAH IN JUDGMENT FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE CERTAIN IN FAITH?}
[SURAT AL-MA"IDAH: 50] Another form is polytheism in love. This is to
love a created being in a way that comprises humbleness,



reverence, and submission. About the polytheists' love for their
deities, Allah Almighty says:
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{AND AMONG PEOPLE THERE ARE SOME WHO TAKE OTHERS AS EQUALS TO
ALLAH: THEY LOVE THEM AS THEY SHOULD LOVE ALLAH.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH:
165] ‘Abdullah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: | asked
the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him): "Which
sin is the gravest?" He replied: "That you take an equal to Allah
while He created you." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (4477), Muslim (86),
Abu Dawidd (2310), At-Tirmidhi (3182), and An-Nasa’i (4013)]
Another form of polytheism is fear. This is to fear a created being in
a way that comprises submission, humbleness, and reverence, like
fearing that he may cause an affliction or prevent something good
or committing something unlawful for his sake to win his approval.
Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{IT 1S SATAN WHO FRIGHTENS [YOU] THROUGH HIS ALLIES. DO NOT FEAR THEM,
BUT FEAR ME, IF YOU ARE [TRUE] BELIEVERS.} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 175] The
polytheists believe that their gods can do good and cause harm.
Hence, they thought that their deities inflicted harm upon Prophet
Had (peace be upon him). They are quoted in the Qur'an as saying:
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{ALL WE CAN SAY IS THAT SOME OF OUR GODS HAVE AFFLICTED YOU WITH HARM.
HE SAID: "I CALL ALLAH TO WITNESS, AND YOU TOO BEAR WITNESS, THAT | TOTALLY
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REJECT WHATEVER YOU ASSOCIATE."} [SURAT HUD: 54] Mujahid said: "{Our
gods have afflicted you with harm}: The idols have afflicted you with
madness." [Tafsir At-Tabari (15/361)] The Prophet of hanifiyyah
(inclining to true faith), Ibrahim (peace be upon him), is quoted in
the Qur'an as saying:
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{WHY SHOULD | FEAR WHAT YOU ASSOCIATE WITH HIM, WHEN YOU DO NOT
FEAR THAT YOU ASSOCIATE WITH ALLAH FOR WHICH HE HAS NOT SENT DOWN ANY
AUTHORITY? SO, WHICH OF THE TWO PARTIES HAS MORE RIGHT TO FEEL SECURE, IF
YOU REALLY KNOW?} [SURAT AL-AN‘AM: 81] The people of the time of
ignorance used to seek refuge with the leaders of jinn out of fear
from the fools among them. Allah Almighty says:
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{AND THERE WERE SOME MEN WHO USED TO SEEK REFUGE WITH SOME JINN, BUT
THEY ONLY INCREASED THEM IN BURDEN.} [SURAT AL-JINN: 6] Allah Almighty
also says:
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{HOWEVER, WHEN FIGHTING WAS ORDAINED FOR THEM, A GROUP OF THEM
FEARED PEOPLE AS ONE SHOULD FEAR ALLAH OR EVEN MORE.} [SURAT AN-NISA’:
77] The Almighty Lord points out that His pious and close servants
fear none but Him. He, Glorified be He, says:
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{THOSE WHO CONVEY THE MESSAGES OF ALLAH AND FEAR HIM, AND THEY DO
NOT FEAR ANYONE EXCEPT ALLAH. AND SUFFICIENT IS ALLAH AS A RECKONER.}
[SURAT AL-AHZAB: 39] He Almighty also says:
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{THE MOSQUES OF ALLAH ARE ONLY TO BE MAINTAINED BY THOSE WHO BELIEVE
IN ALLAH AND THE LAST DAY, ESTABLISH PRAYER, GIVE ZAKAH AND FEAR NONE BUT
ALLAH. IT IS THEY WHO ARE EXPECTED TO BE RIGHTLY GUIDED.} [SURAT AT-
TawBAH: 18] And Allah Almighty states that the magicians, after they
came to believe, did give precedence to the fear of Him over their
fear of Pharaoh and his punishment. About their statement, Allah,
the Exalted, says:
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{THEY SAID: "WE WILL NEVER CHOOSE YOU OVER THE CLEAR SIGNS THAT HAVE
COME TO US, OR OVER THE ONE WHO CREATED US. SO, DECIDE WHATEVER YOU
WILL. YOU CAN ONLY MAKE A DECISION ABOUT THE LIFE OF THIS WORLD. WE
SURELY BELIEVE IN OUR LORD SO THAT HE MAY FORGIVE US OUR SINS AND THE
MAGIC THAT YOU HAVE COMPELLED US TO PRACTICE, FOR ALLAH IS BEST [IN
REWARD] AND MORE LASTING [IN PUNISHMENT]."} [SURAT TAHA: 72-73]
Another form is polytheism of hope. This is to hope for something
from a created being, alive and present or absent, while that thing
can only be done by Allah Almighty - or to ask the dead to relieve
distress, fulfill needs, or intercede on the Day of Judgment.
Mentioning the reason behind their worship of the idols, the Qur'an
relates that the polytheists said:
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{WE ONLY WORSHIP THEM SO THAT THEY MAY BRING US CLOSER TO ALLAH.}
[SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 3] Allah Almighty also says:
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{IF YOU CALL UPON THEM, THEY CANNOT HEAR YOUR CALL, AND EVEN IF THEY
WERE TO HEAR, THEY COULD NOT RESPOND TO YOU. ON THE DAY OF
RESURRECTION, THEY WILL DISOWN YOUR ASSOCIATING THEM AS PARTNERS WITH
ALLAH. AND NONE CAN INFORM YOU LIKE THE ALL-AWARE.} [SURAT FATIR: 14]
Allah, Exalted be He, points out that those partners do not possess
anything. He Almighty says:
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{SAv: "TELL ME ABOUT YOUR ASSOCIATE-GODS TO WHOM YOU SUPPLICATE
BESIDES ALLAH. SHOW ME WHAT THEY CREATED ON EARTH, OR DO THEY HAVE A
SHARE IN THE HEAVENS? OR HAVE WE GIVEN THEM A BOOK, SO THEY HAVE A
CLEAR PROOF? NO, THE WRONGDOERS PROMISE ONE ANOTHER NOTHING BUT
DELUSION."} [SURAT FATIR: 40] Allah, the Exalted, states that the
followers will be told on the Day of Judgment:
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{CALL UPON YOUR [SO-CALLED] PARTNERS [FOR HELP]. THEY WILL CALL UPON
THEM BUT WILL RECEIVE NO RESPONSE. THEY WILL SEE THE PUNISHMENT, WISHING
THAT THEY HAD FOLLOWED GUIDANCE.} [SURAT AL-QASAS: 64] Mention is
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made in several Qur’anic verses of the polytheists calling upon their
gods, and this points to their polytheism of hope. Allah, Glorified be
He, says:
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{THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THOSE [GODS] TO WHOM YOU CALL ME TO ARE NOT
WORTHY OF CALLING UPON, NEITHER IN THIS WORLD NOR IN THE HEREAFTER. OUR
RETURN IS TO ALLAH, AND IT IS THE TRANSGRESSORS WHO ARE THE PEOPLE OF THE
FIRE.} [SURAT GHAFIR: 43] Had they not believed that they would
respond to them, the believer of the people of Pharaoh would not
have negated it. One of its forms is magic. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{BUT THE DEVILS DISBELIEVED, TEACHING PEOPLE MAGIC AND THAT WHICH WAS
REVEALED TO THE TWO ANGELS HARUT AND MIARUT IN BABYLON. BUT THESE TWO
ANGELS DID NOT TEACH ANYONE WITHOUT TELLING THEM: "WE ARE ONLY A TEST,
SO DO NOT DISBELIEVE."} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 102] Abu Hurayrah (May
Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Avoid the seven destructive
sins." They said: "What are they, O Messenger of Allah?" He said:
"Associating partners with Allah, practicing magic, killing the life
which Allah made inviolable except for a just cause, consuming
usury, devouring the orphan's wealth, fleeing from the battlefield,
and slandering the unaware chaste believing women." [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari (2766), Muslim (89), Abu Dawuad (2874), and An-Nasa’i
(3671)] ‘Amr ibn Dinar related that he heard Bajalah relate to ‘Amr
ibn Aws and Abu ash-Sha‘tha’: | was a scribe for Mu‘awiyah, the

[N
N /\1/“ «
= -
< d
<
N

::, 519 _I

L
BN



paternal uncle of Al-Ahnaf, as we received a letter from ‘Umar one
year before his death, saying: "Kill every magician..." [Narrated by
Abu Dawud (3043), ‘Abdur-Razzaq (9972), Sa‘id ibn Mansar (2180),
and Ahmad (1657)] And the Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever acquires any knowledge of
astrology does acquire a branch of magic, of which he gets more as
long as he continues to do so." [Narrated by Abu Dawid (3905), lbn
Majah (3726), Ibn Abi Shaybah (26159), Ahmad (2000), and ‘Abd ibn
Humayd (714)] Its forms also include soothsaying and divination, for
those who engage in them claim to know the unseen. Allah, Exalted
be He, says:
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{[HE 1s] KNOWER OF THE UNSEEN, HE DOES NOT REVEAL HIS UNSEEN TO
ANYONE, EXCEPT THE MESSENGER WHOM HE CHOOSES, THEN HE APPOINTS ANGEL-
GUARDS BEFORE HIM AND BEHIND HIM.} [SURAT AL-JINN: 26-27] Safiyyah
related from some of the Prophet's wives that he said: “If anyone
goes to a soothsayer and asks him about something, his prayer will
not be accepted for forty nights.” [Narrated by Muslim (2230)] Abu
Hurayrah and Al-Hasan (May Allah be pleased with both of them)
reported that the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "Whoever goes to a fortuneteller or a soothsayer and
believes him in what he says has disbelieved in what was revealed
to Muhammad." [Narrated by Ahmad (9536) via Abu Hurayrah and
Al-Hasan; narrated by Abu Dawid (3904), At-Tirmidhi (135), lbn
Majah (639), Ibn Aby Shaybah (17077), Is'haq ibn Rahwayh (482),
and Ahmad (9290) via Abu Hurayrah]
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We know that there is minor Shirk that does not take a person out
of the fold of Islam nor cause him to dwell eternally in Hellfire, nor
render all his virtuous deeds worthless. Minor Shirk has numerous
forms:

One of its forms is Tiyarah (taking evil omens), and the criterion
here is that it prompts a person to go ahead with his plan or cancel
it. Allah Almighty says:
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{WHEN PROSPERITY CAME THEIR WAY, THEY SAID, "THIS IS WHAT WE DESERVE,"
BUT WHEN ADVERSITY BEFELL THEM, THEY ASCRIBED IT TO THE MISFORTUNE OF
MOSES AND THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM. INDEED, ALLAH DECREES THEIR
MISFORTUNE, BUT MOST OF THEM DO NOT KNOW. } [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 131] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{THE MESSENGERS SAID: "YOUR EVIL OMEN IS WITH YOURSELVES [BECAUSE OF
YOUR DISBELIEF]. IS IT BECAUSE YOU ARE ADMONISHED? RATHER, YOU ARE A
PEOPLE WHO TRANSGRESS ALL BOUNDS."} [SURAT YASIN: 19] In another
Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "There is no infection, no evil omen, no hamah (owl), and no
safar (snake or a month)." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (5707), Muslim
(2220), and Abu Dawidd (3911)] ‘Urwah ibn ‘Amir (May Allah be
pleased with him) reported: Taking evil omens was mentioned in
the Prophet's presence, and he said: "The best type is the good
omen, and it does not turn back a Muslim. If one of you sees
anything he dislikes, he should say: 'O Allah, no one brings good
things except You, and no one averts evil things except You, and



there is no power or strength except through You." [Narrated by
Abu Dawid (3919), Ibn Abi Shaybah in Al-Musannaf (26920) and Al-
Adab (162), and by Al-Khallal (1405)] ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr (May Allah
be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever is deterred by an
omen from doing something has committed Shirk." They said: "O
Messenger of Allah, what is the expiation for that?" He said: "One
should say: O Allah, there is no goodness but Your goodness; there
is no omen but Your omen; and there is no god but You." [Narrated
by Ibn Wahb in Al-Jami‘ (658), Ahmad (7045), and this is his version,
At-Tabarani in Al-Kabir (14622), and lbn as-Sunni in ‘Amal Al-Yawm
Wa Al-Laylah (292)] Another form is hanging amulets. Abu Bashir al-
Ansari (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that he was in the
Prophet's company on some of his journeys. ‘Abdullah, a sub-
narrator, added: "l think that Abu Bashir also said: "And the people
were at their sleeping places." The Messenger of Allah sent a
messenger with this order: "There should remain no necklace of
string or any other kind of necklace around the necks of camels
without being cut off." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3005), Muslim
(2115), and Abu Dawidd (2552)] ‘Abdullah (May Allah be pleased
with him) reported: | heard the Messenger of Allah (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) say: "Indeed, spells, amulets, and
love-potions are Shirk." [Narrated by Abu Dawid (3883), Ibn Majah
(3530), Mu‘ammar in Al-Jami‘ (20343), Ibn Abi Shaybah (23924), and
Ahmad (3615)] The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) also said: "Whoever hangs up something (as an amulet)
will be entrusted to it." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (2072), lbn Abi
Shaybah in Al-Musannaf (23923) and Al-Musnad (786), and Ahmad
(18781)] One of the forms is little riya’ (show off). Yet, if a person's
heart is filled with riya’ and he begins to perform virtuous deeds
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without a sincere intention, faith, or fear of Allah Almighty, this is a
sheer hypocrite, and his deeds are rendered worthless and rejected.
Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{SO, WHOEVER HOPES FOR THE MEETING WITH HIS LORD, LET HIM DO RIGHTEOUS
DEEDS AND ASSOCIATE NONE IN THE WORSHIP OF HIS LORD.} [SURAT AL-KAHF:
110] And the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) said: "Allah Almighty said: 'l am the One Who is most free from
want of partners. So, he who does something for the sake of
someone else beside Me, | discard him and his polytheism."
[Narrated by Muslim (2985)] In another Hadith, the Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The first person to
be judged on the Day of Resurrection will be a man who died as a
martyr. He will be brought forward, and after Allah has reminded
him of the favors He bestowed upon him and the man
acknowledges it, He will ask: 'What did you do to show gratitude for
it?” The man will reply: ‘I fought for Your cause until | was martyred.’
Allah will say: ‘You lied. You fought so that people might call you
courageous, and they have done so.' Command will then be issued
about him, and he will be dragged on his face and thrown into
Hellfire. Next a man who has acquired knowledge and taught it and
read the Qur'an will be brought forward, and after Allah has
reminded him of the favors He bestowed upon him and the man
acknowledges it, He will ask: “‘What did you do to show gratitude for
it?” The man will reply: ‘1 acquired knowledge and taught it and read
the Qur’an for Your sake.” Allah will say: 'You lied. You acquired
knowledge that people might call you learned, and you read the



Qur’an that they might call you a Qur’an reader, and they have done
so.” Command will then be issued about him, and he will be dragged
on his face and thrown into Hellfire. Next a man whom Allah has
made affluent and to whom He has given all kinds of property will
be brought forward, and after Allah has reminded him of the favors
He bestowed upon him and the man acknowledges it, He will ask:
‘What did you do to show gratitude for it?” The man will reply: ‘I
have not neglected to spend for Your sake in all causes approved by
You.” Allah will say: ‘You lied. You did it that people might call you
generous, and they have done so.” Command will then be issued
about him, and he will be dragged on his face and thrown into
Hellfire." [Narrated by Muslim (1905), At-Tirmidhi (2382), and An-
Nasa’i (3137)] The Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) also said: "He who intentionally lets people hear of his
good deeds, Allah will let them know his real intention, and he who
does good things to show off, Allah will disclose his real intention."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6499), Muslim (2987), and lbn Majah
(4207)] lbn ‘Umar (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Whoever intentionally lets people hear about his good deeds,
Allah will let them know his real intention and humiliate and belittle
him." [Narrated by lbn al-Mubarak in Az-Zuhd (141), lbn Abi
Shaybah (36448), Hannad in Az-Zuhd (872), and Ahmad (6509) and
in Az-Zuhd (238)] Abu Misa (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported: A man came to the Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) and said: "O Messenger of Allah, what kind
of fighting is in Allah’s cause? Some of us fight because of being
enraged and angry and some out of zealotry." The Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) raised his head and said:
'Whoever fights so that the word of Allah is the uppermost fights in
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Allah's cause." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (123), Muslim (1904), Abu
Dawid (2517), At-Tirmidhi (1646), An-Nasa’i (3136), and lbn Majah
(2783)] We know that the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) called this the hidden Shirk. Mahmuad ibn Labid
reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) said: "Beware, beware of the Shirk of the inner
beings!" They said: "What is the Shirk of the inner beings?" He said:
"When one of you stands to pray and strives to beautify his prayer
so as to be seen by people. That is the Shirk of the inner beings."
[Narrated by Ibn Abi Shaybah (8489), Ibn Khuzaymah (937), At-
Tabarani in Al-Kabir (4301), and Al-Bayhaqi in As-Sunan Al-Kubra
(3629) and in Ash-Shu‘ab (2872)] The Prophet (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) pointed out that riya’ is so invisible, and
that his fear for his Ummah from riya’ was greater than his fear for
them from the Anti-Christ. He (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "Shall | tell you of what | fear more for you than the
Anti-Christ?" He said: 'We said: Yes.' He said: "The hidden Shirk!
When a man stands to offer prayer and beautifies his prayer
because he notices that someone is looking at him." [Narrated by
Ibn Majah (4204), Ahmad (11252), Hanbal in Is'haqg in Al-Fitan (30),
and At-Tabari in Tahdhib Al-Athar (1117)] One form of minor Shirk is
seeking worldly gains by one's honorable deeds. Allah Almighty
says:
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{WHOEVER SEEKS THE HARVEST OF THE HEREAFTER, WE WILL INCREASE FOR HIM
HIS HARVEST; AND WHOEVER SEEKS THE HARVEST OF THIS WORLD, WE WILL GIVE



HIM THEREOF, BUT IN THE HEREAFTER, HE WILL HAVE NO SHARE.} [SURAT ASH-
SHORA: 20] Allah, the Exalted, also says:
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{THOSE WHO SEEK THE LIFE OF THIS WORLD AND ITS SPLENDOR, \WWE WILL REPAY
THEM IN FULL IN THIS LIFE FOR THEIR DEEDS, AND NOTHING WILL BE DIMINISHED
FROM THEM THEREIN.} [SURAT HOD: 15] This oscillates between major,
and minor Shirk, depending on the intention within one's heart.
Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{WHOEVER DESIRES THIS FLEETING LIFE, WE HASTEN THEREIN WHATEVER WE
WILL TO WHOMEVER WE PLEASE. THEN WE PREPARE FOR HIM HELL, WHICH HE
WILL ENTER, DESPISED, AND REJECTED.} [SURAT AL-ISRA”: 18] Abu Musa (May
Allah be pleased with him) reported: A man came to the Prophet
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and asked: "A man
fights for war booty, another fights for fame, and a third fights for
showing off; which of them fights in Allah's cause?" The Prophet
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever
fights so that the word of Allah is the uppermost fights in Allah’s
cause." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2810), Muslim (1904), Abu Dawud
(2517), and An-Nasa’i (3136)]. In another Hadith, the Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) invoked against those
whose chief concern and aim is the worldly life. Abu Hurairah (May
Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Miserable is the
worshiper of the dinar and dirham, and the worshiper of the striped
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silk cloak. If he is given anything, he is satisfied; but if he is not
given, he is dissatisfied.” [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2886) and Ibn
Majah (4135)] Another form is saying "It is as Allah Wills, and you
will" and any similar phrase. Ibn ‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased with
him) reported: A man said to the Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him): "It is as Allah Wills, and you will."
Thereupon, the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) said to him: "Have you equated me to Allah? Rather, it is as
Allah alone Wills." [Narrated by Ibn Abi Shaybah (27227), Ahmad
(1839), Al-Bukhari in Al-Adab Al-Mufrad (783), Ibn Abi ad-Dunya in
As-Samt (342), and Al-Baghandi in his Amali (36)] Like this phrase is:
"This is from Allah and from you;" "Were it not for Allah and so-and-
so, such and such would not have happened." Another form is
swearing by someone or something other than Allah Almighty. The
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"Whoever swears, let him not swear by anything other than Allah."
The Quraysh used to swear by their forefathers, and he said: "Do
not swear by your forefathers." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3836),
Muslim (1646), and An-Nasa’i (3764)] lbn ‘Umar (May Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever swears by other
than Allah has indeed committed disbelief, or polytheism."
[Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (1535), Ahmad (6072), Abu ‘Uwanah
(6401), and Al-Hakim (7895)]
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Chapter on Hypocrisy

We know that one of the opposites of belief in Allah is major
hypocrisy, which is to display Islam and conceal disbelief. There is
major hypocrisy and there is minor hypocrisy. Major hypocrisy
contradicts the core of faith, whereas the minor one contradicts the
perfect state of faith. In the book of Usil As-Sunnah, Imam Ahmad
said: "Hypocrisy is disbelief. It is to disbelieve in Allah Almighty and
worship other than Him while pretending to be Muslim before
people. This is like the hypocrites who lived at the time of the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)." [UsQl As-
Sunnah by Imam Ahmad (55)] Major hypocrisy takes one out of the
fold of Islam. We bear witness, as Allah bears witness, that the
hypocrites are liars in their claim of faith. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{THERE ARE THOSE [HYPOCRITES] WHO BUILT A MOSQUE TO CAUSE HARM,
PROMOTE DISBELIEF AND CREATE DIVISION AMONG THE BELIEVERS, AND AS A BASE
FOR THOSE WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY FOUGHT AGAINST ALLAH AND HIS MESSENGER.
THEY WILL SURELY SWEAR, "WE INTEND NOTHING BUT GOOD," BUT ALLAH
TESTIFIES THAT THEY ARE INDEED LIARS.} [SURAT AT-TAwBAH: 107] Allah
Almighty also says:
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{AND ALLAH BEARS WITNESS THAT THE HYPOCRITES ARE TRULY LIARS.} [SURAT
AL-MUNAFIQUN: 1] Allah Almighty will not accept from hypocrites any
ransom or compensation. He, Exalted be He, says:
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{SAY: "WHETHER YOU SPEND WILLINGLY OR UNWILLINGLY, IT WILL NEVER BE
ACCEPTED FROM YOU, FOR YOU HAVE BEEN A WICKED PEOPLE." NOTHING
PREVENTS THE ACCEPTANCE OF THEIR SPENDING EXCEPT THAT THEY DISBELIEVE IN
ALLAH AND HIS MESSENGER. THEY DO NOT COME TO PRAYER BUT LAZILY, AND
THEY DO NOT SPEND BUT RELUCTANTLY.} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 53-54] Whoever
dies as a hypocrite is doomed to abide in Hellfire eternally. Allah
Almighty says:
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{INDEED, THE HYPOCRITES WILL BE IN THE LOWEST DEPTHS OF THE FIRE, AND YOU
WILL NEVER FIND FOR THEM ANY HELPER.} [SURAT AN-NISA’: 145] He Almighty
also says:
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{ALLAH HAS PROMISED THE HYPOCRITES, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, AND THE
DISBELIEVERS THE FIRE OF HELL, ABIDING THEREIN FOREVER — IT IS SUFFICIENT FOR
THEM. ALLAH HAS CURSED THEM, AND FOR THEM THERE WILL BE AN EVERLASTING
PUNISHMENT.} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 68] We know that major hypocrisy
constitutes hatred and animosity towards the truth. About the
condition of the hypocrites, Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{THAT IS BECAUSE THEY FOLLOW WHAT INCURS ALLAH’S WRATH AND THEY HATE
WHAT PLEASES HIM, SO HE WILL RENDER THEIR DEEDS WORTHLESS. DO THOSE IN
WHOSE HEARTS IS SICKNESS THINK THAT ALLAH WILL NEVER EXPOSE THEIR MALICE?
IF WE WILLED, WE COULD SHOW THEM TO YOU [O PROPHET], SO YOU WOULD
RECOGNIZE THEM BY THEIR FACES, BUT YOU WILL SURELY RECOGNIZE THEM BY THE
MANNER OF THEIR SPEECH. AND ALLAH KNOWS ALL WHAT YOU DO.} [SURAT
MUHAMMAD: 28-30] Hypocrites find joy in the defeat of Islam and its
people and feel deeply sad if they see Islam victorious. Exposing
their innermost feelings, Allah Almighty says:
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{IF SOMETHING GOOD HAPPENS TO YOU, IT GRIEVES THEM, BUT IF A DISASTER
BEFALLS YOU, THEY SAY, "WE HAVE TAKEN OUR PRECAUTIONS BEFOREHAND," AND
THEY TURN AWAY REJOICING.} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 50] Hypocrisy comes
after belief, by refusing to refer to the Shariah for judgment. Allah,
Glorified be He, says:
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{THEY [THE HYPOCRITES] SAY: "WE BELIEVE IN ALLAH AND IN THE MESSENGER,
AND WE OBEY." THEN A PARTY OF THEM TURNS AWAY AFTER THAT. SUCH ARE NOT
BELIEVERS. WHEN THEY ARE CALLED TO ALLAH AND HIS MESSENGER SO THAT HE
MAY JUDGE BETWEEN THEM, A PARTY OF THEM TURNS AWAY.} [SURAT AN-NUR:
47-48] Hypocrites distrust Allah and do not think He will support His
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and religion.
The Almighty Lord says:
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{AND [REMEMBER] WHEN THE HYPOCRITES AND THOSE WITH SICKNESS IN THEIR
HEARTS SAID: "ALLAH AND HiS MESSENGER DID NOT PROMISE US BUT DELUSION!"}
[SURAT AL-AHZAB: 12] Hypocrites mock the truth and its people and
curse and deride them. Allah Almighty says:
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{THE HYPOCRITES FEAR THAT A CHAPTER SHOULD BE SENT DOWN ABOUT THEM,
INFORMING [THE BELIEVERS] OF WHAT IS IN THEIR HEARTS. SAY [O PROPHET]:
"KEEP ON MOCKING! ALLAH WILL CERTAINLY EXPOSE WHAT YOU FEAR." IF YOU
QUESTION THEM, THEY WILL SURELY SAY: "WE WERE ONLY INDULGING IN IDLE TALK
AND PLAYING." SAY: "WAS IT ALLAH, HIS VERSES AND HiS MESSENGER THAT YOU
WERE MOCKING?"} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 64-65] Hypocrites disparage
Muslims. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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{"THERE ARE" THOSE WHO SLANDER "SOME OF ' THE BELIEVERS FOR DONATING
LIBERALLY AND MOCK OTHERS FOR GIVING ONLY THE LITTLE THEY CAN AFFORD.
ALLAH WILL RIDICULE THEM, AND FOR THEM THERE WILL BE A PAINFUL
PUNISHMENT.} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 79] Hypocrites try to deceive the
believers and show off by performing honorable deeds. Allah,
Blessed and Glorified be He, says:
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{THEY SEEK TO DECEIVE ALLAH AND THOSE WHO BELIEVE, WHILE THEY DECEIVE
NONE BUT THEMSELVES, BUT THEY DO NOT REALIZE.} [SURAT AL-BAQARAH: 9]
Allah Almighty also says:
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{THE HYPOCRITES SEEK TO DECEIVE ALLAH, BUT IT IS HE WHO DECEIVES THEM.
WHENEVER THEY STAND UP FOR PRAYER, THEY STAND UP RELUCTANTLY, ONLY TO
BE SEEN BY PEOPLE, AND THEY DO NOT REMEMBER ALLAH BUT A LITTLE.} [SURAT
AN-NIsA”: 142] And the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "That is the prayer of the hypocrite; he sits watching
the sun, until when it is between the horns of a devil, he stands and
pecks out four (rak‘ahs), not remembering Allah in them but a
little." [Narrated by Muslim (622), Abu Dawadd (413), At-Tirmidhi
(160), and An-Nasa’i (511)] ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud (May Allah be
pleased with him) said: "l have seen that none of us would fail to
observe it (prayer) except a hypocrite whose hypocrisy was well
known." [Narrated by Muslim (654), Abu Dawid (550), An-Nasa’i
(849), and lbn Majah (777)] Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased
with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "By the One in Whose Hand my soul is,
you will not have difficulty seeing your Lord except as much as you
have difficulty seeing one of them (the sun and the moon) ... Then,
the third one will be brought, and He will say the same to him. He
will reply: 'O Lord, | believed in You and in Your Book and Your
messengers, and prayed, observed fasts, and gave charity.' He will
speak vouching for himself to the best of his ability. He will say:
'Well then, We will bring our witness against you.' He will say to
himself: 'Who could be the one to testify against me?' Then, a seal
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will be placed upon his mouth, and it will be said to his thigh, flesh,
and bones: 'Speak.' So, his thigh, flesh, and bones will speak and talk
about his deeds. Thus, he will not be able to make any excuse for
himself. That is the hypocrite. That is the one with whom Allah will
be displeased." [Narrated by Muslim (2968)] Allah Almighty
commanded His Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon
him) and the believers to conduct jihad against them. He, Exalted be
He, says:
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{O PROPHET, STRIVE AGAINST THE DISBELIEVERS AND THE HYPOCRITES, AND BE
HARSH WITH THEM. THEIR ABODE IS HELL. WHAT A TERRIBLE DESTINATION! THEY
SWEAR BY ALLAH THAT THEY SAID NOTHING [BLASPHEMOUS], WHILE THEY INDEED
UTTERED A WORD OF BLASPHEMY, AND DISBELIEVED AFTER ACCEPTING ISLAM, AND
PLOTTED WHAT THEY COULD NOT ACHIEVE. THEY ARE SPITEFUL [AGAINST
BELIEVERS] FOR NO REASON EXCEPT THAT ALLAH AND HIS MESSENGER HAVE
ENRICHED THEM OUT OF HIS BOUNTY. IF THEY REPENT, IT WILL BE BETTER FOR
THEM, BUT IF THEY TURN AWAY, ALLAH WILL CHASTISE THEM WITH A PAINFUL
PUNISHMENT IN THIS WORLD AND IN THE HEREAFTER, AND THEY WILL HAVE ON
EARTH NO PROTECTOR OR HELPER.} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 73-74] We know
that minor hypocrisy does not take a person out of the fold of Islam,
nor does it render his good deeds worthless or cause him to dwell in
Hellfire forever; and we know that minor hypocrisy has certain
traits. The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "There are four (traits); whoever has them will be a sheer
hypocrite and whoever has one of them will have one trait of



hypocrisy until he gives it up: when he is entrusted, he betrays;
when he speaks, he lies; when he makes a covenant, he proves
treacherous; and when he quarrels, he acts immorally." [Narrated
by Al-Bukhari (34), Muslim (58), Abu Dawud (4688), At-Tirmidhi
(2632), and An-Nasa’i (2632)] Abu Misa (May Allah be pleased with
him) reported: The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "A believer who reads the Qur'an and acts upon it is
like a citron, whose taste and smell are good. A believer who does
not read the Qur'an, but he acts upon it is like a date, whose taste is
good, but it has no smell. The parable of a hypocrite who reads the
Qur'an is that of basil, whose smell is good, but its taste is bitter.
And the parable of a hypocrite who does not read the Qur'an is that
of a colocynth, whose taste is bitter, and its smell is bitter."
[Narrated by Al-Bukhari (5059), Muslim (797), At-Tirmidhi (2865),
An-Nasa’i (5038), and Ibn Majah (214)]



Chapter on Bid’ah (Religious Innovation)

We know that some religious innovations contradict the core of
faith, and some contradict the perfect state of faith. Religious
innovations that comprise polytheism or disbelief contradict the
core of faith; whereas religious innovations that have no polytheism
or disbelief do contradict its perfect state.

We believe that Allah Almighty has perfected the religion for us
and completed His favor upon us. He, Exalted be He, says:

{THIS DAY | HAVE PERFECTED FOR YOU YOUR RELIGION AND COMPLETED MY
FAVOR UPON YOU AND HAVE APPROVED FOR YOU ISLAM AS RELIGION.} [SURAT AL-
MA’IDAH: 3] And the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "Whoever introduces something to this matter of
ours (religion) which is not part of it, will have it rejected." [Narrated
by Al-Bukhari (2697), Muslim (1718), Abu Dawid (4606), and lbn
Majah (14)] We know that religious innovations are among the
things that contradict the perfect state of faith. The Prophet (May
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Beware of newly
introduced things (to religion), for every newly introduced thing is a
religious innovation, and every religious innovation is a
misguidance." [Narrated by Abu Dawad (4607), At-Tirmidhi (2676),
Ibn Majah (42), Ahmad (17144), lbn Abi ‘Asim in As-Sunnah (26),
and Ibn Waddah in Al-Bida‘ (54)] Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be
pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever calls to guidance
will obtain a reward equivalent to that of those who follow him,
without their reward being diminished in the least; and whoever
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calls to misguidance will incur a sin equivalent to that of those who
follow him, without their sins being diminished in the least."
[Narrated by Muslim (2674), Abu Dawad (4609), At-Tirmidhi (2674),
and lbn Majah (206)] Al-Bukhari (May Allah have mercy upon him)
presents a chapter in his Sahth, entitled: "Chapter on the sin of he
who calls to misguidance or introduces a bad practice". He cited
therein the Hadith that reads: "No soul gets killed wrongfully
without the first son of Adam taking a share of the guilt for its blood
because he was the first to commit murder." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (7321), Muslim (1677), At-Tirmidhi (2673), An-Nasa’i (3985),
and lbn Majah (2616)] Abu Sa‘ld (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported: The Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and blessings
be upon him) said: "You will follow the ways of those who were
before you, span by span and cubit by cubit, so much so that even if
they were to enter a hole of a mastigure, you would follow them."
We said: "O Messenger of Allah, the Jews and Christians?" He said:
"Who else then?" [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3456) and Muslim
(2669)] We know that Allah Almighty forbade dissension and
disunity. He, Blessed and Glorified be He, says:
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{DO NOT BE LIKE THOSE WHO BECAME DIVIDED AND DIFFERED AFTER THE CLEAR

PROOFS HAD COME TO THEM; AND FOR THEM THERE WILL BE A GREAT
PUNISHMENT.} [SURAT AL ‘IMRAN: 105] He, Exalted be He, also says:
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{SO LET THOSE WHO DISOBEY HIS COMMAND BEWARE LEST SOME TRIAL MAY
AFFLICT THEM, OR THEY MAY BE AFFLICTED WITH A PAINFUL PUNISHMENT.} [SURAT
AN-NUR: 63] We know that religious innovations include extolment
of graves and constructing buildings over them. This may also lead
to Shirk. Another religious innovation is making images of righteous
people in the hope of following their example after they pass away.
The Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said:
"Indeed, those who were before you used to take the graves of their
prophets and righteous men as places of worship. Indeed, you
should not take graves as places of worship. | forbid you to do that."
[Narrated by Muslim (532)] ‘A’ishah (May Allah be pleased with her)
reported: Umm Habibah and Umm Salamah mentioned a church
they had seen in Ethiopia, and there were pictures in that church.
When they told the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) about that, he said: "Those people are such that if a pious
man amongst them died, they would build a place of worship over
his grave and paint those pictures in it. Those people will be Allah's
worst creatures on the Day of Resurrection." [Narrated by Al-
Bukhari (427), Muslim (528), and An-Nasa’i (704)] The Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) ordered Muslims to
obliterate images and level graves. Abu al-Hayyaj al-Asdi related
that ‘Ali said to him: "l am sending you on the same mission as the
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
sent me. Do not leave an image without obliterating it, or a high
grave without levelling it." [Narrated by Muslim (969), Abu Dawud
(3218), At-Tirmidhi (1049), and An-Nasa’i (2031)] We know that
wrong innovations include such newly introduced festivities and
joining the disbelievers in their festive occasions. Anas ibn Malik
(May Allah be pleased with him) reported: When the Messenger of
Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) came to
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Madinah, the people had two days on which they engaged in games.
He asked: "What are these two days?" They said: "We used to enjoy
ourselves on them in jahiliyyah." The Messenger of Allah (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Indeed, Allah has
substituted for you something better than them: the Day of Al-Ad'ha
and the Day of Al-Fitr." [Narrated by Abu Dawid (1134), An-Nasa'i
(1556), Isma‘“ll ibn Ja‘far, in the Hadith by ‘Ali ibn Hajar (62), Ahmad
(12827), and ‘Abd ibn Humayd (1392)] Allah, the Exalted, says:

b Tl o) 3y 1) ¢ 315 5291 b alie 36T Kuls zb Kaa Ules 2] (KT
[67 ] 471V asit

{FOR EVERY COMMUNITY WE ORDAINED WAYS OF WORSHIP WHICH THEY
FOLLOW, SO DO NOT LET THEM DISPUTE WITH YOU [O PROPHET] IN THIS MATTER.
BUT CALL THEM TO YOUR LORD, FOR YOU ARE INDEED ON THE STRAIGHT
GUIDANCE.} [SURAT AL-HAJ): 67] Commenting on the words {FOR EVERY
COMMUNITY WE ORDAINED WAYS OF WORSHIP WHICH THEY FoLLow}, lbn
‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) said: "An Eid." [Tafsir At-
Tabari (18/679) and narrated by Ibn Abi Hatim in At-Tafsir (14718)]
And the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: "Every people have their Eid, and this is our Eid." [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari (952), Muslim (892), Abu Dawad (1593), and lbn Majah
(1898)] We know that one of the wrong innovations is seeking
Barakah (blessing) in something Allah Almighty did not make a cause
of blessing. This may also lead to Shirk. Abu Wagqid al-Laythi (May
Allah be pleased with him) reported: When the Messenger of Allah
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) went out to Hunayn,
he passed by a tree that the idolaters called Dhat Anwat upon which
they hung their weapons. The Companions said: "O Messenger of
Allah, make a Dhat Anwat for us as they have a Dhat Anwat." The



Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Glory
be to Allah! This is like what Mdsa's people said:
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{MAKE FOR US A GOD JUST AS THEY HAVE GODS} [SURAT AL-A‘RAF: 138]. By
the One in Whose Hand my soul is, you will follow the way of those
who were before you." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (2180), Mu‘ammar
in Al-Jami‘ (20763), ‘Abdur-Razzaq in At-Tafsir (931), and lbn Abi
Shaybah (38530)]



Chapter on Major Sins

We know that there are major and minor sins. Allah, Exalted be
He, says:
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{THOSE WHO AVOID MAIJOR SINS AND SHAMEFUL ACTS, EXCEPT FOR MINOR
LAPSES.} [SURAT AN-NAIM: 32] He Almighty also says:
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{IF YOU AVOID THE MAJOR SINS WHICH ARE FORBIDDEN TO YOU, WE WILL
ABSOLVE YOUR [MINOR] SINS AND ADMIT YOU TO A NOBLE ENTRANCE. } [SURAT AN-
NisA”: 31] ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘Gd (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported: A man said: "O Messenger of Allah, which sin is the
gravest in the sight of Allah?" He said: "To ascribe an equal to Allah
while He created you." He said: "Then what?" He said: "To kill your
child out of fear that he will eat along with you." He said: "Then
what?" He said: "To commit adultery with the wife of your
neighbor." Then, in confirmation of this, Allah Almighty revealed the
verse that says:
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{AND THOSE WHO DO NOT INVOKE BESIDES ALLAH ANOTHER GOD, AND WHO DO
NOT KILL A SOUL WHOM ALLAH HAS FORBIDDEN, EXCEPT IN THE COURSE OF JUSTICE,
AND WHO DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY.} [SURAT AL-FURQAN: 68] [Narrated by
Al-Bukhari (6001) and Muslim (86)] We know that Iman increases
and decreases. Allah, Glorified be He, says:
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{WHENEVER A CHAPTER IS SENT DOWN, SOME OF THOSE [HYPOCRITES] SAY:
"WHICH OF YOU HAS THIS INCREASED IN FAITH?" AS FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVE, IT
DOES INCREASE THEM IN FAITH, AND THEY REJOICE.} [SURAT AT-TAWBAH: 124]
Virtuous deeds increase and establish faith, whereas sins decrease
and weaken it. A sin, below disbelief and Shirk, contradicts the
perfect state of faith. A perpetrator of a major sin should not be
stripped of faith altogether and does not deserve to be described as
an absolute believer, for he has done something that undermines
his faith. Hence, the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) said: "An adulterer is not a believer at the time he is
committing adultery; a drinker of alcohol is not a believer at the
time he is drinking alcohol; a thief is not a believer at the time he is
stealing; and a robber is not a believer at the time he is robbing, and
people are looking on." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2475) and Muslim
(57)] In another Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever amongst you sees something
evil should change it with his hand; if he is unable to do so, then
with his tongue; and if he is unable to do so, then with his heart;
and that is the weakest form of faith." [Narrated by Muslim (49)]
About what will happen on the Day of Judgment, the Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Allah Almighty will
then say: 'Go, and whoever you find in his heart a dinar's worth of
faith, bring him out." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7493) and Muslim
(183)] These Hadiths indicate that sins weaken faith. A perpetrator
of a major sin is threatened with punishment for his sin, unless he
repents from it, faces the legal penalty, if his sin is one that entails



such a penalty, or Allah Almighty forgives him due to any of the
numerous reasons for forgiveness. Our Lord says:
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{ALLAH DOES NOT FORGIVE ASSOCIATING PARTNERS WITH HIM, BUT FORGIVES
ANYTHING LESS THAN THAT FOR WHOM HE WILLS.} [SURAT AN-NIsA’: 48]



Book on the Companions and the
Imamah

Chapter on the Companions and the
Prophet's Household

We believe that Allah, the Exalted, chose the Companions of His
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and made
them the best among His servants, after the prophets (peace be
upon them), and He mentioned their traits and praised them in the
Torah and the Gospel. Allah, Glorified be He, says:
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{MUHAMMAD IS THE MESSENGER OF ALLAH, AND THOSE WHO ARE WITH HIM
ARE FIRM AGAINST THE DISBELIEVERS AND COMPASSIONATE AMONG THEMSELVES.
YOU SEE THEM BOWING AND PROSTRATING [IN PRAYER], SEEKING ALLAH’S GRACE
AND PLEASURE. THEIR DISTINGUISHING SIGN IS ON THEIR FACES FROM THE EFFECTS
OF PROSTRATION. SUCH IS THEIR DESCRIPTION IN THE TORAH. AND THEIR
DESCRIPTION IN THE GOSPEL IS LIKE THAT OF A SEED THAT SPROUTS ITS SHOOT,
THEN MAKES IT STRONG; THEN IT GROWS THICK AND STANDS STRAIGHT ON ITS
STEM, WHICH DELIGHTS THE SOWERS — SO THAT HE MAY ENRAGE THEREBY THE
DISBELIEVERS. ALLAH HAS PROMISED THOSE AMONG THEM WHO BELIEVE AND DO
RIGHTEOUS DEEDS FORGIVENESS AND A GREAT REWARD.} [SURAT AL-FAT'H: 29]



Allah, Exalted be He, mentions His pleasure with them. He Almighty
says:
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{AS FOR THE FIRST FORERUNNERS OF THE EMIGRANTS AND THE HELPERS, AND
THOSE WHO FOLLOWED THEM IN RIGHTEOUS DEEDS, ALLAH IS PLEASED WITH THEM,
AND THEY ARE PLEASED WITH HIM. HE HAS PREPARED FOR THEM GARDENS UNDER
WHICH RIVERS FLOW, ABIDING THEREIN FOREVER. THAT IS THE SUPREME TRIUMPH. }
[SURAT AT-TAwWBAH: 100] The Prophet (May Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) pointed out that the noble Companions are
the best generation ever. ‘Abdullah reported: The Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) was asked: "Who are the
best among people?" He said: "My generation, and then those next
to them, and then those next to them." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(6658), Muslim (2533), At-Tirmidhi (3859), and lbn Majah (2362)]
We believe the Muhajirin (the Immigrants) are more meritorious
than the Ansar (the Helpers) (May Allah be pleased with all of
them). Hence, Allah Almighty mentions the Muhajirtn first in His
Book, in the verse cited above, and praises them in the verse that
reads:
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THEIR HOMES AND THEIR PROPERTIES, SEEKING ALLAH’S BOUNTY AND PLEASURE,
AND HELPING THE CAUSE OF ALLAH AND HIS IMEESSENGER. IT IS THEY WHO ARE THE



TRUTHFUL.} [SURAT AL-HASHR: 8] About the Ansar, Allah, the Exalted,
says:
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{AS FOR THOSE WHO WERE SETTLED IN THE CITY [OF MADINAH] AND EMBRACED
ISLAM BEFORE THEM, THEY LOVE THOSE WHO MIGRATED TO THEM, AND FIND NO
COVETOUS DESIRE IN THEIR HEARTS FOR WHAT THEY WERE GIVEN. RATHER, THEY
GIVE THEM PREFERENCE OVER THEMSELVES EVEN THOUGH THEY MAY BE IN DIRE
NEED. WHOEVER IS PROTECTED FROM THE COVETOUSNESS OF THEIR SOULS, IT IS
THEY WHO ARE SUCCESSFUL.} [SURAT AL-HASHR: 9]

We believe that the best people within this Ummah, after the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him), are Abu
Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, and ‘Ali (May Allah be pleased with them) in
this order; and their order in merit is like their order in assuming the
caliphate.

We testify for the ten Companions given glad tidings of entering
Paradise, as the Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) testified for them, saying: "Abu Bakr will enter Paradise, ‘Umar
will enter Paradise, ‘Uthman will enter Paradise, ‘Ali will enter
Paradise, Talhah will enter Paradise, Az-Zubayr will enter Paradise,
‘Abdur-Rahman ibn ‘Awf will enter Paradise, Sa‘d will enter
Paradise, Sa‘ld will enter Paradise, and Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah
will enter Paradise." [Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (3747), Ahmad in Al-
Musnad (1675) and in Fada’il As-Sahabah (278), and Ibn Abi ‘Asim in
Al-Ahad and Al-Mathani (232)] We believe that the people of Badr
have such merits that no one else possesses. In a Hadith, the
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Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Who
knows, perhaps Allah has looked at the people of Badr and said: 'Do
whatever you like, for | have forgiven you." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(3007), Muslim (2494), Abu Dawud (2650), and At-Tirmidhi (3305)]
Mu‘adh ibn Rifa‘ah ibn Rafi‘ az-Zurqi related that his father, who had
participated in the battle of Badr, reported: Jibril came to the
Prophet (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and said:
"How do you estimate the people of Badr amongst you?" He said:
"(They are) among the best Muslims." Or he said a similar
statement. Thereupon, he said: "And so are the angels who
participated in Badr." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3992)] We also
testify for the people of the Pledge of Ridwan, as the Prophet (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) testified for them, saying:
"There will not enter Hellfire anyone of those who gave the pledge
of allegiance under the tree." [Narrated by Abu Dawid (4653), At-
Tirmidhi (3860), Abu al-Jahm in his Juz’ (1), Ahmad (14778), and An-
Nasad’i in Al-Kubra (11444)] And we affirm that they obtained a
remarkable benefit with this pledge of allegiance about which Allah
Almighty says:
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{THOSE WHO PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO YOU [O PROPHET] ARE INDEED PLEDGING
ALLEGIANCE TO ALLAH; ALLAH’S HAND IS OVER THEIR HANDS.} [SURAT AL-FAT'H:
10] We know that Allah Almighty bestowed His pleasure upon them,
saying:
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{INDEED, ALLAH WAS PLEASED WITH THE BELIEVERS WHEN THEY PLEDGED
ALLEGIANCE TO YOU [O PROPHET] UNDER THE TREE. HE KNEW WHAT WAS IN THEIR
HEARTS, SO HE SENT DOWN TRANQUILITY UPON THEM AND REWARDED THEM WITH
AN IMMINENT VICTORY.} [SURAT AL-FAT'H: 18] We believe that Allah
Almighty endowed the Prophet's household with particular merits
and rights. So, we are required to love them, show loyalty to them,
and observe their rights. One of their rights set by our Lord is the
fifth of the spoils of war. Moreover, the Prophet (May Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) commanded us to invoke Allah's
blessings upon them, along with our invocation for him. He (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Say: O Allah, bestow
Your peace upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, as You
bestowed Your peace upon lbrahim and the family of lbrahim;
indeed, You are Praiseworthy, Glorious; and bestow Your blessings
upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, as You bestowed
Your blessings upon lbrahim and the family of Ibrahim; indeed, You
are Praiseworthy, Glorious." One of their merits is mentioned in the
verse that reads:
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{O WIVES OF THE PROPHET, YOU ARE NOT LIKE ANY OTHER WOMEN: IF YOU FEAR
ALLAH, DO NOT BE COMPLAISANT IN YOUR SPEECH, OR THOSE WITH SICKNESS IN
THEIR HEARTS MAY BE MOVED WITH DESIRE; BUT SPEAK IN AN APPROPRIATE
MANNER. STAY IN YOUR HOMES AND DO NOT DISPLAY YOUR CHARMS AS WAS DONE
IN THE FORMER DAYS OF IGNORANCE; ESTABLISH PRAYER AND GIVE ZAKAH; AND
OBEY ALLAH AND HIS MESSENGER. ALLAH ONLY INTENDS TO KEEP EVIL AWAY FROM
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YOU, O MEMBERS OF THE [PROPHET’S] HOUSEHOLD, AND TO COMPLETELY PURIFY
YOU.} [SURAT AL-AHZAB: 32-33] Allah Almighty also says:
[6 1 5 91] ... &l 483315 Tl e el 131 280

{THE PROPHET HAS A GREATER CLAIM OVER THE BELIEVERS THAN THEIR OWN
SELVES, AND HIS WIVES ARE THEIR MOTHERS.} [SURAT AL-AHzAB: 6] ‘A’ishah
(May Allah be pleased with her) reported: The Prophet (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) went out one morning wearing a
striped cloak of black camel's hair. Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali came, and he
wrapped him under it; then Al-Husayn came, and he wrapped him
under it along with him; then Fatimah came, and he wrapped her
under it; then ‘Ali came, and he wrapped him under it; then, he
(May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said:
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{ALLAH ONLY INTENDS TO KEEP EVIL AWAY FROM YOU, O MEMBERS OF THE
[PROPHET’S] HOUSEHOLD, AND TO COMPLETELY PURIFY YOU."} [SURAT AL-AHZAB:
33] [Narrated by Muslim (2424)] Wathilah ibn al-Asqa‘ (May Allah be
pleased with him) reported: | heard the Messenger of Allah (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) say: "Indeed, Allah chose
Kinanah from the children of Isma‘ll (Ishmael), [He] chose Quraysh
from Kinanah, [He] chose Banu Hashim from Quraysh, and [He]
chose me from Banu Hashim." [Narrated by Muslim (2276)] Zayd ibn
Argam (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: One day the
Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
stood up to deliver a sermon at a watering place known as Khumm
situated between Makkah and Madinah. He praised Allah, extolled
Him, delivered the sermon, and exhorted us, and he said: "To
proceed: O people, | am only a human being. | am about to receive a



messenger (the angel of death) from my Lord, and | will respond (to
Allah's call). | am leaving among you two weighty things: the first is
the Book of Allah, in which there is right guidance and light; so, hold
fast to the Book of Allah and adhere to it." He exhorted us to hold
onto the Book of Allah and then said: "The second is the members
of my household. | remind you of Allah with regard to the members
of my family; | remind you of Allah with regard to the members of
my family; | remind you of Allah with regard to the members of my
family." [Narrated by Muslim (2408)] The Companions (May Allah be
pleased with them) recognized the rights and merits of the
Prophet's family, so much that Abu Bakr (May Allah be pleased with
him) said to ‘Ali (May Allah be pleased with him): "By the One in
Whose Hand my soul is, the Prophet's relatives are dearer to me to
uphold their ties than to uphold the ties of my relatives." [Narrated
by Al-Bukhari (3508) and Muslim (1759)] The Prophet (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) forbade people from cursing his
Companions (May Allah be pleased with them); he said: "Do not
abuse my Companions, for if any one of you spent gold equal to
Uhud, it would not be equal to a mudd spent by one of them, or half
of it." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3673), Muslim (2541), Abu Dawdud
(4658), and At-Tirmidhi (3861)] The noble Prophet (May Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) pointed out that loving the Ansar
is a sign of faith and hating them is a sign of hypocrisy. He (May
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The sign of Iman
(faith) is love of the Ansar, and the sign of hypocrisy is hatred of the
Ansar." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (17), Muslim (74), and An-Nasa’i
(5019)] Sa“ld ibn Zayd ibn ‘Amr ibn Nufayl (May Allah be pleased
with him) said: "Indeed, an incident which one of them would
witness along with the Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him), in which his face would be covered with



dust, is better than the deeds one of you would do during all his
lifetime, even if he was granted the lifespan of NUh." [Narrated by
Abu Dawud (4650)]
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Chapter on the Obligation of Obeying the
Rulers

We know that hearing and obeying are due to the Muslim rulers,
as revealed in the verse that says:
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{O YOU WHO BELIEVE, OBEY ALLAH, AND OBEY THE MESSENGER, AND THOSE OF
YOU WHO ARE IN AUTHORITY.} [SURAT AN-NISA”: 59] And the Prophet (May
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Hearing and obeying
is a right, unless a sin is commanded; if a sin is commanded, there
must be no hearing or obeying." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2955) and
Muslim (1839)] ‘Ubadah ibn as-Samit (May Allah be pleased with
him) reported: "We pledged to the Messenger of Allah (May Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) to hear and obey both in times of
hardship and ease, when we felt energetic and when we felt tired,
and when others are preferred over us; that we would not dispute
with those in authority; and that we would speak the truth
wherever we may be, not fearing the blame of blamers, for the sake
of Allah." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7055) and Muslim (1709)] Abu
Zur‘ah (May Allah have mercy upon him) said: "And we fulfill the
duty of jihad and Hajj with the Muslim rulers at every time and era,
and we do not uphold revolt against the rulers or engage in turmoil.
We hear and obey those whom Allah put in charge of us, and we do
not depart from obedience to them; we adhere to the Sunnah and
the Muslim Group." [Sharh Usal I‘tigad Ahl As-Sunnah Wa Al-
Jama‘ah, by Imam Al-Lalakd’i (1/175)] Obedience to the rulers is
only due in what is good; yet if a sin is involved, such obedience is
prohibited, as indicated by the above-mentioned Hadith by lbn
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‘Umar (May Allah be pleased with him): "... unless a sin is
commanded; if a sin is commanded, there must be no hearing or
obeying." In another Hadith, the Prophet (May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "There must be no obedience for a sin;
obedience is only due in what is good." [Narrated by Al-Bukhari
(7257) and Muslim (1840)] Imam Abu lbrahim al-Muzani said:
"Obedience to the rulers is due in what is pleasing to Allah Almighty
and when displeasing things to Him are avoided. We should refrain
from revolting against them when they transgress and act unjustly
and should repent to Allah Almighty, so that He makes them relent
to their subjects.” [Sharh As-Sunnah, by Al-Muzani (84)]
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Conclusion

Praise be to Allah by Whose grace good things are accomplished,
and we invoke Allah's peace and blessings upon the Prophet sent as
a mercy to the worlds! We give thanks to our Lord for His favor as
He enabled us to complete this valuable blessed book. We say as
the dwellers of Paradise will say:
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{ALL PRAISE BE TO ALLAH, THE LORD OF THE WORLDS.} [SURAT YONUS: 10]
And we say as our Lord commands:
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{SAv: "ALL PRAISE IS FOR ALLAH, AND PEACE BE UPON HIS SLAVES WHOM HE
HAS CHOSEN. IS ALLAH BETTER, OR THOSE PARTNERS WHOM THEY ASSOCIATE WITH
Him?"} [SURAT AN-NAML: 59]

We implore Allah Almighty to render this work purely done for His
sake and in accordance with the Prophet's guidance, and to make it
useful for His servants and a means of intercession for us on the Day
of Judgment!

We know that no matter how hard we try, we cannot fully grasp
this noble topic, for it involves talk about Allah Almighty and His
angels, books, and messengers, the Last Day, and the divine decree
and predestination. Now, we conclude this book with a statement

by the Almighty Lord, Who says:
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{THEY DID NOT REVERE ALLAH HIS TRUE REVERENCE. ON THE DAY OF
RESURRECTION, THE WHOLE EARTH WILL BE IN HIS GRIP, AND THE HEAVENS WILL
BE ROLLED UP IN HIS RIGHT HAND. GLORIFIED AND EXALTED IS HE ABOVE ALL
WHAT THEY ASSOCIATE WITH HiM!} [SURAT AZ-ZUMAR: 67]
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